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than Zobel start-
ed EZ Equipment
Sales in 2013 when

he was just 13 years old.

“It started as just buying,
repairing, and reselling farm
equipment,” explained Zo-
bel. “It quickly evolved into
the parts business it is today,
where our main focus is sell-
ing new, used, and rebuilt
tractor and combine parts.”

EZ Equipment is locat-
ed half a mile east of Hol-
stein on Highway 20 (5488
Hwy 20). Zobel currently
employs two full-time em-
ployees and nearly a dozen
part-time employees plus
himself.

Zobel discussed the vol-
ume of business he does.

“We currently have some-
where around 250 tractors
and combines on the lot, and
that number is pretty stag-
nant as we tear machines
down just about as fast as
they come in. This year we
have averaged 3 or 4 ma-
chines a week coming in. I
have been very aggressive
and ambitious in growing
this business. We take apart
the machines piece by piece,
and inventory anything we
believe can be sold.”

Zobel talked about the
role technology plays in his
work.

“Our inventory system
and sales tracking software
is probably the most com-
plex technology we im-
plement on a daily basis. It
gives us the ability to track
inventory and sales trends,
to keep the business as ef-
ficient as possible. This
information also helps my
salvage buyers with crucial
insight about what machines
cash-flow the best.”

Zobel mentioned some
arecas where his business
stands out from other busi-
nesses.

“I believe the main attri-
butes that set us apart from
any other similar businesses
is that we are always lis-
tening to customers’ needs,
whether it is in person hav-
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Red power: Ethan Zobel stands next to a couple of the tractors at his business, EZ Equipment, located just east of Holstein.

ing a conversation, or indi-
rectly via the information
on our inventory and sales
tracker. I have always taken
this information into consid-
eration deeply when making
business decisions.”

Zobel also talked about
some issues facing farmers
today.

“The ag market has al-
ways been fairly unreliable,

and I’ve found that farmers
are very resilient in that they
always find a way to make
things work, but a couple
things that are concerning on
the ag side that pertain to my
business are parts availabil-
ity and farmers’ ability to
repair their own equipment.
We all know that COVID-19
caused huge supply chain
issues, but we are several

FARM DIVISION OF JSA

g\ John Stewart v AgMarket.Net
u AND ASSOCIATES

We offer consulting, brokerage and trading services for a wide range of
customers; including farmers, livestock producers, grain elevators,
end-users, feed manufacturers and merchandisers.

| Ross Baldwin

Kevin Clausen

Brianne Streck

www.AgMarket.Net www.Ipsi.Com 712-373-3276 Anthon, IA

FOeT

Arthur

POET Bioprocessing
2585 Quail Ave., Arthur, 1A

712-973-0878

rs

FARM BUREAU

Association. W5018029 7/22

Medicare can he complicated.

A Farm Bureau agent makes it easy.

Call me to find a Medicare supplement
plan that’s right for you.
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years past those initial issues
and yet I hear that excuse on
nearly a daily basis. I call it
an excuse because I believe
a lot of companies are just
using it as an easy crutch to
lean back on when any is-
sues arise.

“I also see that it is more
and more difficult for farm-
ers to repair their newer

equipment in-house, which
can lead to enormous re-
pair bills at dealers charging
$140-$200 per hour. In good
times, it’s much easier to
pencil those expenses in,
but, in hard times, a $50,000
transmission rebuild or a
$100,000 engine rebuild
could just about break a guy.
I don’t foresee new parts
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Iowa is the #1 pork
producing state in
the nation, producing
almost 1/3 of the total
U.S. pork supply.
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prices or widespread new
parts availability improving
in the near future, which will
keep our business busy sell-
ing used and rebuilt parts.
But, I sympathize with farm-
ers who may have to wait
weeks or months for parts to
repair a vital piece of equip-
ment, when used or rebuilt
may not be an option.”
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Using Pig Manure
instead of synthetic fertilizers
helps improve soil quality and

crop production..
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For optimum

flavor and juiciness,
cook pork to medium-rare at
145°F with a 3-minute rest.
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Farmers take

biosecurity very seriously.

Biosecurity is the way we manage our

Pork Tenderloin is certified as heart-healthy
by the American Heart Association.
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If everyone involved in Iowa pork production
lived in one city, theyt live in the state's third
largest community! Iowa creates more than
147000 jobs, and those pork production jobs
are in every Iowa County.

IOWA PORK.

PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION
Successful farmers. Enriched lives.

Sponsored by the Ida County Pork Producers
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