PAGE 2 -- THE OBSERVER -- THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2022

-- OPINION -- OPINION -- OPINION -- OPINION -- OPINION -- OPINION -- OPINION --

Observer Editorial
Holiday Clips & Comments

By Janine Kock, Observer Editor and Publisher

...CLOSED FOR THE SEASON. Steve Hoogestraat and
Joann Martin were saying anything but "Ho, Ho, Ho™ when
they came out to their tree farm near Arcadia Sunday. As Joann
posted on the business’s Facebook page, “Steve and | work
very hard all vear long to see such enjoyment of everyone when
they come to get their Christmas tree. All the kids love the candy
canes that we give out too. There are a few people out there
that do like to ruin that enjoyment. Much to our surprise when
we drove up to the tree farm today, someone had cut the or-
ange snow fence and stole a tree last night. It's one thing fo
steal a Christmas trea bul to do this damage. Come on! An-
other Korean Fir tree was stolen also last night, only they used
a chainsaw and didn't do other damage.”

The tree farm owners, who had previously posted "Closed
for the Season” signs because they sold as many trees last
Friday, Saturday and Sunday as they narmally do during their
three-week season, said the theft of a tree from the farm comes
at the cost of “at least 10 to 12 years of taking care and trim-
ming.”

Joann said the Scotch pine would sell for at least 360, and
the Korean fir approximately $77.

The less-than-smart thieves left their hand saw at the farm,
and Hoogestraat invited them to call him if they wanted to stop
by and pick it up!

They ended their comments with a tongue-in-cheek “Enjoy
your Christmas Treas, and you have a Merry Christmas!”

...ON A BRIGHTER NOTE... The photos on page one of
this edition are the result of an experiment. Due to schaduling
conflicts (see "This and That™ for explanation), | could not be
at any of the three Santa Claus events this weekend. So, |
invitad anyone who was attending the Old-Fashionad Christ-
mas in Breda, driving through to see Santa in Westside, or
having Santa to their house in Arcadia, to share thair pholos
with us here at The Observer,

Judging from the looks of my inbox, I'll have plenty of pho-
tas to print, not only on the front page this week but also in the
Christmas Greetings edition on December 22! As of this wril-
ing. | hadn't looked through them, but you can see what | picked
for page 1, and you can expect more like them later this month!
Thanks to everyone!

Readers wera also invited to submit thair letters to Santa
for publication and were encouraged to finish up their coloring
contest entries for a chance to win some of the prize monay
from owr 10 great area sponsors before Friday, December 9!

I would be remiss if | didn't take a moment t© thank the
many volunteers in all four towns who are planning the Christ-
mas activities this month, Each of the Community Clubs spear-
heads the visits from Santa, and each one took a different at-
tack on that goal in 2022, In Arcadia, Santa arnived by fire truck,
invited country youngsters to stop by the Arcadia Park shelter,
and visited houses around town which had registered prior to
that day. In Westside, a drive-by event was held at the Com-
munity Building on Main Streat, with Santa on hand for photos
and to receive wish lisls in exchange for goodie bags. Breda
held its traditional “Old-Fashioned Christmas, " with soup and
goodies to enjoy and Santa on hand and various kids' activities
ready to make it a special and fun afterncon.

--SPEAKING OF CHRISTMAS... Remamber to stop by the
home page of our e-edition, wwww.westsideobsenveronling.com,
and pick your answar to “When do you plan to put up your
Christmas tree?” The answers from which readers may select
range from “It's Been Up Since the Week of Halloween® to “On
Christmas Eve.” Check out the provided responses and pick
one for the results to pop up. Happy Holidays!

Consider This Week's

Words of Wisdom

It is Christmas in the heart that puts
Christmas in the air.
~~ W.T. Ellis

Towa Caucis

Comments

Pate: After 50 years,
DMNC abandons lowa

lgvwa !*'u,ﬁ;ru;l:lrrn. af Siate Paul Paie
issucd the following siastement on Fri-
day, December 2, regarding the lowa Cau
CUSE!

“I am wery disappointed in the
Mremoerntic Msiienal Commities"s deci-
sion 1o apparemly abandon lown. For
50 years, this state has dome o antnshic
job an wesring the candidaies who wish
1o lead this nation. lowans make presi-
demiinl hopefials from bath parties an-
swer the tough questions and undergo
the rigors of sarming their vote through
prassrools campaigning. Without lowa
propelling him, ir's doubaful Barack
Lhama would leve ever Dopoms pinesi-
deri, nrad it s undorignade ihe Dismocmbic
Party has forgobien that fact.

“I"mi very phensed that the Bepubli-
can Matiomal Commines will maintain
lowa's First-in-the-Mation cascus sta-
s, | nles apree with lowa Democratic
Party Chair Foss Wilbum's statemeand
that lown Code requires the polinecal
parics b COPUCE CABSUSES 0T 10 &Ny
ober presidential nominating comest,
angl they plan to adhere to the Stale of
lovva’s legal requirements,”

Thee redetvar section of Bowa Coci 14
availabbe at this Bnk: *434, gt e, gov]

Grassley: DNC making
grave mistake

After leaked reports of President
Brlen and the Democrane MNatiomal
Commines’s desine o end lowa's First-
in-the-Mation Cavens, Senaor Chuck
Girassley [ R=lown) released the follow-
ing statement:

= belbeve the Democrlic Malionl
Commimee @5 on 1% way 1o making a
grave mistake 1o upend our demecraiic
nominating progess, Coasial eliies and
party bosses pud their thumb on the elec=
toral scale b0 drown ousl the voices and
values of Middle America o advamee
their wolee agensda. This move will fur-
iher fliennie roral Americans from ihe
Deemacrat Party

“For decades, lowans of all politkal
stAipes buave been wived i our pride Tor
hesting the First-in-the-Nation Caucuses
sl wirmoeving 1he Ticld in the comest for
LL5. president. For o half century, lowa
wilers have taken seriousdy the opportus
nily arwd espansibaline we vet every candi-
dabe wha camipaligns w become the leader
o the Free world, Condidstes can Liumch
their presidential campaizn al mdninal cost,
I B, boviva has @ record of catapulting
wo Democrars 1o the White House,
Jemamy Carter and Barack Obama, With-
ol harving the chamce (o build mamenium
in lowva with grassroots-hased retail poli-
1, they may have never been president,

“Roepnnd less ol whal the DRSO sk,
[ emcourage the lowa Democratic Pary
o move oeward with its plan 1o folbvs
[own law ard kold lowa's First-insihe-
ation Cawscuses just as the Kepublican
Party ol w15 domgz. lowa should mod
allew coasial headwinds o blow sway
lowa's Firsi-in-the-Mation siaius.”

Letters Welcome!

The {dhserver welcomes aned
ercirares feffers i the editor o
i o aiy topic. Flovever, ile edi-
fine rexerves e pighl do edif any
fefrer for Tengih (500 words sraxi-
wibietd, arnd e editor may refiee
prcifieation of aay lelfer

il dedters ninst be signed by
the writer ard include an address
el prliire wimber for verificosion
freienr b pablicalio.

The Empty Nest

By Curt Swarna, Mount Fleasant

She Bought Her Husband!!

Marcia Marshall wos not goang (o be outhad, She siorted the bidding high fora
dave winh the good loaking blonds haired gemieman ina Nashy xeda, She had a
feeling aboun this guy. When other [adies bid, Marcia, on the edge of her seal
in-.um,-.liur.:-l'r. raised them, The ooher lndics |,'|'|I|'|;tr1_'|;.'|1-:|. the: set o Marcin s jas and
the gleam in her gve that Marcia would pay whatever it cost for Burlington's
eligible bachelor. They ket Marcia have the dae wilh
Dan Wiedemeier | Weed-a-mever] fir o whopping
L2000, which in 1987 was a substantzal amour (10
'\-||i|| is ]

This was a bereefit for the March of Dimes at
the Fenzein Burington. Eligihle hachelors ket them:
selves be auetioned for dates. Winh ages ranging
fram 25 10 50, the bachelors boked shaip in thew
tuseidos, their hair slicked back with Vitalis, and
smelling of Polo, Dan Wiedsmeier's spiel was that
he would pick up his date in 2 limowsing, take herio
dimmer, 1hen 1o o prodsction at the Linke Theater.
The ladies” mouvths warered. Bua Marcia beat them
o, She had 1o have a date with this man. She lad a
fecling A date with Dan Wia-

harcia was 41, Her asbard had digd four vears  demeier bought at auc-
carleer. She found hersell alme omd had given up thon Tor $200.
hape of finding ancther life companion. When Mareia®s friend goaded her imo
attending ihe March of Dhimes Bachelor For a Date Ausction, she reluctantly agreed,
only if they could drive separmtely. Marcia had 1o go 1o work in M. Pleasant the
mext meorming al &30, She had Kissed encugh frogs. she doubted she™d find a prince
il £ i,

Al the meet-and-greet befare the suction, Mareia met Dan Wisdemeier. “My
my.” she thoughl, “what a handsome pentleman. He canvies msell winh such
confidenee, and has impeceable manners.” Maybe she wouldn' leave the nuection
soearly after all,

Fodlowing the anction, Marcin was wrting o check 1o the March ol Dimes
Dian Wiedemeler approached and sugpested they meet afterwards for a nighicap 1o
gl o kisiw each otber amd exchange telephone nunmbers, Mow she had his basi-
ness card,

When she arrived home that night, ber pheons was ringing. 18was Dan chacking
By ke sure she had armved home sabely. What o pentleman! Marcin was smitlen
and s was [han.

Orver the nexl few msonths il was a whirlwind of sctivigy amd romance. Dan
waild call her from work i see how she was doing. When he traveled on busimess,
he would write her bove [etters—letiers that Marcia still has today, wrapped in
ribhon

His 1hree kids became her instam Family. Dan's parents and Mareia®s parenits
agrreed 1lua Uhe two were meant o be. Mancia and Dan wene manfied an Movember
1k, 1988, a year afler mesting, They were married for 13 years and lived in a
beautiful home close te Stam™s Cave Mature Center, Dan never stoppsd being a
pentleman,

Dk s 1o eriacnsd prestigious Business man and well Rnown im belecoenim -
calions arnd iransportatiu ciecles. Priod 1o moving beek o his hometown of Buringlon
in 1987, he retired a5 Yiee President of ATET in Mew York, In Rurlingion he held o
many pablic, velumiger and business positions. and received (oo many mwanrds 1o
memlen, the most nolewaorthy being the Burlington Chamber Emany Awand,

Cran Wiedemeber passed sway inApeil of this vear a1 1he age of 83 1e is wailing
fiof M s i lasivven 1o weleanss ber b Glory and pay back the 3200 she so boviimgly
paid for hime RIP, Dan Wisdemeier, the love nl'}umriiﬁ: avilll foin voun some day

Marve o gowsd siory? Cald ear rexd vl Xwarmy i My, Pleasard ol 31920 700 24, find

him o Facehook, emaeil rim ar |.']||:|¢'--1'|-"|][':'-i yiploe core. o vindl afy wehaile af
wow e -l -w s -plioros-umdsirames. com.
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