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Observer Editorial

Hats Off!

B;r Janine Kock, Observer Editor and Publisher

- Hats Off to Hot Lunch! We all know that
it's impassible to please every student every
day, but our hot lunch programs do a great
job of providing meals to our students. Not only
that, but 50 many times the hot lunch staff be-
come gaod friends with the students they see
and feed each and every day! Supply chain issues continue to
wreak havoco with meal planning as those in the lunch program
attempt to prepare ahaad for an entire month of meals, but
they continue to do their bast and are hoping supplies will ba-
come more readily available,

Cctober 10-14 is being observed as "MNational Schaal Lunch
Week.” Promotiocnal materials state that “the Mational School
Lunch Program (NSLP) serves nearly 30 million children avery
schoaol day, President John F. Kennady created National Schoal
Lunch Week (NSLW) in 1962 to promaote the importance of a
healthy school lunch in a child's life and the impact it has in-
side and outside of the classroom.”

Locally, studants at Ar-WWe-\a and the Carroll Schoaols are
calebrating National School Lunch Week on Thursday, Octo-
ber 13 with free donuts, long johns and cinnameon rolls being
offered to everyone that day!

= Hats Off to Hurricane Help. While
no one wants 1o have to face a hurricana’s
utter destruction in order to see the best come
aut in people, it is refreshing fo read story af-
ter story of people helping others. From life-

e saving rescues to offers of food, shelter and
chothi n-g frorn near and far, and from the work of professionals
such as those from MidAmercan Energy and other power com-
panies fo the American Red Cross, the recovery efforis are
receiving assistance from all over the country and the warld.

One local native, Fred Famell, who grew up in VWail, has
lived in Fort Myers for 31 years and has gone through five
major hurncanes, After survaying the damage, he told his
Facebook friends last week, *MNothing comes close to this" and
"This area will likely never be the same.” Famell goes on 1o
describe his own family as “safe and very fortunate,” noting
that power was restored quickly in their neighborhood and thera
was no significant flasding or structural damage.

While Farrell, a 1985 AW\ graduate, does not know I'm
"borrowing” his post, he said Floridians are thankful for
everyone's prayers and concemn and added, “If anyone is in-
clinad to send a few dollars for direct reliaf to people in nead in
Southwest Florida, | will ensure that your money goes directly
to paople who need it, of which there are many.” He noted that
his wife has several co-warkers that have lost vehicles, homes,
etc... and have no place to go. He listed his Venmo address -
- @Fred-Farrall-1 -- and said, “Thanks in advance to any of
you that can assist. Every little bit helps!”

Observer Quick Poll
Trick-or-Treat Candy

The most recent Cheerver Chaick Foll nsbed. *What 15 your Bavomie el food ™

The answers fram which readers could chisose were as fllaws: Chili, 4
Apple Crape 2 Anvibing Fumpkin, 2 Caramel Apples, 2 Pasa, 1 and Hog Chogo-
lage or Cider, 1.

Tl naw guaestaoe For the sl o weeks W hat 14 vour favonte trek-or-
treat candy ™ The answer st this itme meludes the Eollovwang: Snickers: Reese™s
Pesmat Butter Caps, b & b e Skinles, Starburst; or Forgst the Candy <= Give
0 Y O 5 e

Cir 1o The Obssrver s website today 1o register your opinien! Visil

i g 1 Chiie on the home page. soroll dowa unitil
v see e heading, “Take Cur Pall.”

Consider This Week's

Words of Wisdom

Better to chase a dream
than to be pursued by regrefs.
~ Harvey Mackay, businessman and author

Letter to the Editor:..

Needed: More
milkweed plants,
more pollinators

hear edidor,

There 1s much 1o be smid aboat the
deelme of menarch butiertly popalations.
Manarch butterfies sorve as tha prover-
bial “canary im the coal nrine" hesass
1w are nmaong the highly visible pollina-
lors.

I have done a bit of research and ane
study san's that thereneeds o be between
2 aned 3.3 billion additional plants of the
milkweed mily species toensure their
survival and mereased population.

The commwen milkweed we are all ac-
cstonmied Do soem e 15 only o of Th many
niilkweed specices that meeerehs use for
larval frood. The andy milkwesd specics
that shoukd mot b used 15 the tropical nulk-
weed.

Prairie Moon Mursery atl Winona,
Binn ., is 8 very gosd sounee For fres in-
fmmatices aboud wavs o help pollinators

Cifen Sral, Manilla

Wall of Fame Words:
LTC Kyle Obrecht
2022 Inductee

Following are M commeRis made
e 2022 TFall of Fame fodwedes Kole
Crhrechit ar e was recogmized doring
e Hommecoming pep astenthly or Fri-
dav, Seprewiber 16

Crovesdd afiemeson . | womld like do begin
by smying 1 om o homored o be inducted
it TheeAr-We-Ya Wall of Fame. Thanks
sovmisely fo ey miss, Ko, for noiminat-
i ke and 1o the committes for selecting
mee, And, of course, [ Geel especinlly bon=
oned 1o sland bere alongsade my fellow
hemores, Bran Lufl.

I woi wosald have tald me when |
joined the [ows Anmy Bational CGuard for
ol lege money asn 1 Tevearsold kid that |
wiould be sianding bere recciving thas
b over 23 vears bater, [ woulbd mod bave

belieyved you

| bind no plans to make a career of

my military service, but 1'm soglad 1 did
The milinry has taken me oll over the
United States and the world, ["ve had so
sy col opporiinies, ex perences, and
sdventures while serving 1o include the
Linited Stotes Aormy Ranger Scheol, jump=
ing aul of mrplones and belicoptors, es-
tablshing the Begonal dMedical Cood-
nation Centers a5 pard of the [ooa Ma-
tismal Croard s COVID 1% Emergency
Respone: Tosk Force, leading Towa's
young men and women that serve. just 1o
mime i fow,

Thanks so much for vour recognition
of mv service, [ feel fortunate to hove
heen able 10 spend my career in service
lov o stale and country, and 1 am leoking
Forward o comtamuing e serve i i fomm.

Lastlv, [ want to thank my wife,
Aahlie; my children, Jamies snd Johemy;
my o, Sandys and my entine family for
lbeir combinuoms su ppaoct aof my servioo, |
alae want o thank all of vou, Ar-We-Ya,
and this entire community For vour sap-
port over the venrs,

1 am grabefial each doy g have groosm
up bore i this school and commumity
where tesclers, sall, and community
nbgitbers wark hand to insill the work
ethic and kind of qunlities necessany o

he saccessful, regardless of what tvpe of

career path vou choose.
Thanks so much! And, Ge, Bockers!

Warcl For commends v the other
M2 dnducter, Brefan Laft, e a five
editionr af The Chhyeraer

The Empty Nest

By Curt Swarm, Vowne Pleasant

About the only difference between Curt
and his high school history teacher,
(besides age), is that Curt has bigger

feet and a pen in his shirt pocket!

[m Bumbled as wisll as flattensd o ba invated woomy bometoon of Monnoe for
a Mt the Author and Beok Sigming " 11 wall be gt the Monros Public Library,
416 Buchaman S, oo Satorcday, Octebser 15 an 10 a.m. Y all come, My book, P
Fowee FED will ke available there

Thinking back e the last time | was in the Monroe
Public Library. [ was o small tvke. My mother would
sirmel may sisber and e oo a hol sommer's altomaon g the
lbrary, maimly o gt s oul from under fool 1] remens-
ber right, the MMeinres Library was @ one-rooin alfain on
the hack of the fire station, foeing the old water tower, A
It has chamged sinoe then. The Monroe Public Library is

mwy im0 o very madern bualding reflecting the needs
af o progressa e commuanity.

[alse got my writing start in Monros, [ was a senior in
high schexa] mnd the class clown, Fealiing that my buddies i
were going ol 1o college and 1 was not, for the birst time [
hicichisd 10 take grades amd udics o lithe morg senoasly.
T hszre wvas a first vear English teacher ] meed nad i bon
her i) wh sssigned i a short stery oowrite, | ilises
my sl into the assignment and wrate what 1 thaugl was
a pretty good shon story. | tumed the story inand it came
ek o me the mext day with o big fatrad Fan the iop ool the
paage wath a mete, “Plaglanesd! " | didn 't knosw swhat “plagiansad ' masmi s | ook
itiep Shocked, [oonfromied the tsacher and she old me fhat [did mot have dhe wale
teewrite such “erative prose” and that [ must have copied it Saffice it o say we gol
all that stroightened out. The F was changed 1ooan A-. the minas for my messpellings.
Haat | s left with the knowledge that [ dad bave o God-given talent for writiig and
that's how [ wanted fo spend my hie—amtng. A degnes m English from lowa State
University Followed @ number of years later, and | have spent my life wiiding,
mastly in husiness, o free newspaper colamn, “Empty Mest,” and severnl books. [
even bmch crealive wnibmg m our home.

[ sl D eould logate that tescher smd thank her.

Mat only will there be a beok agnmg m Moo, bat my high school dass of
"ol winece e nbissed e 33th class reanion lasn vear due o OOV T 19, 8 goiing bo
hild a elass reanion follewing the baok signing, [t will be at Kadin and Darrell
Hjorshay's {proncanced “Hortzoy™) bease, 3390 Hwy F70, Monroe, ot 1200
pome 10w @ patluck with Karlio and Dareel] prosadmg the meat. Al who attend the
bk sigming, wlsstbsr they waors a member of the Class of "6 ar aol, are waeleom
o atiend. 11 shoald bea gpala alfain BTW: Karlin and Damrell's bouse = night beside
where [ grew up at Maple Hill. S this is quite the nostalgie ventune For me,

Suznnne Johnson s responsible m large part for making a lat of these arrmnge-
mubs with the hbmary and the Hjorishegs, Suzanee 15 marmad toomy former bngh
shensl lstory weacher, B, kdmson. B Lobmson had the awdacity o awand me an
hciar of deten tiom o time (1 e s | deserved in), cansing nes to b bate for fosthall
practiee, [ had i rum laps for that infraction. S 3 Johnson handed me the “grean
ship™ be s, “Swarm, vou'll never nmoant o much.” Today we ane best of fnends.

By bk Task Foros IEDF 15 aboat the lowa Natiomal Guard s deplovnent
o lragg. 105 o bam bumer and doimg quate waell mosales. “Task Fores 1ED bas a
fivg-star rating oo Amazon, 1 would be a privilege for me fo sign vour copy. See
v in Monres on Saturdey, Ctaber 1310,

Herve @ good stery? Call s fexs Crrd Swarss i W0 Pleasars o 3 19-217-0526,

futhor Returns o
Hometown of Mon-
roe for Book Sign-
ing and Class Re-
urdon.
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