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Drive safely in winter
State patrol offers motorists advice

ou may have noticed win-
ter is here.

The shorter days, cold
and snow are dead giveaways.
Life in lowa means dealing with
such conditions for three, four,
five, sometimes six or more
months a year.

Winter weather blew into the
area in late November, and we
had another blast at the end of
the week. It was a full package,
with freezing rain, snow, cold and
wind. Brrr.

Although this is an annual
occurrence, it seems important to
remind people to slow down, take
care and be cautious while driv-
ing. Every year, people drive too
fast, resulting in them skidding
off the road, sliding through red
lights and stop signs, and strik-
ing other vehicles and various
objects.

So, it's important to provide a
refresher for people who have
driven in winter conditions
before but seem to have forgotten
the basics, as well as new drivers,
either in their first year before
the wheel, or because they moved
here from places that aren’t . ..
blessed . . . with such a variety of
seasons.

The lowa State Patrol recom-
mends preparing for safety before
you start driving. Clear off your
windshield, scraping away snow
and ice. Make sure your vehicle is
warmed up and your windows are
clear.

Fill your vehicle up, no matter
how long the trip. If vou get stuck
in frigid conditions, you will be
glad you did.

Turn on your headlights, espe-
cially in snowy or foggy condi-
tions. You might think you can
see fine — but this allows other
drivers to see you.

Make room. Time it so there are
five to six seconds between you
and other vehicles, especially
snowplows.

Speaking of time, don't try to
make any. Leave earlier and plan
on getting to your destination
when it is safe to do so. Thisis a
time for smarts and safety, not
stupidity and speed. Turn off your
cruise control.

Watch the road and judge the
traffic. If the surface is covered
in snow or ice, or if you see spots
of it, slow down. If traffic grows
heavier, take note of that, and
ensure you have the space to
safely stop your vehicle.

Exits and overpasses often are
slicker than other parts of the
road. Slow down, be aware of the
hazards and get through these
areas safely.

In case of trouble, be prepared.
Have a winter survival kit in your
vehicle that includes jumper
cables and/or a device to start
your engine, an ice scraper and
snow brush, a flashlight and a
first-aid kit. Warm clothes and
blankets are essentials as well.

It’s a good idea to include a
phone charger, water, snacks,
games, music and something to
read. You might be there a while.

We are just getting started.
Winter weather could last for
three or more months. Take this
advice seriously and you won't
end up out in the cold.

Don’t slip up on ice
Take careful approach torecreation

reaking the ice is impor-

tant in social settings. It

can be disastrous for win-
ter anglers.

Joe Larscheid, chief of fisher-
ies for the lowa Department of
Natural Resources, is offering
some sound advice for lowans
headed out for fishing and fun on
lakes this winter.

It's worth heeding to avoid an
icy fate, perhaps a deadly one.

Before you venture onto a fro-
zen surface, check the ice density.

It should be a minimum of 4
inches of clear ice for fishing and
5 inches for snowmobiles and all-
terrain vehicles.

It is important to check each
time, too.

“Check ice thickness as you
make your way to your favorite
fishing spot,” Larscheid said.

“lee conditions change con-
stantly, and its thickness can
vary across the lake. Trust your
instincts — if the ice does not
look right, don’t go out.”

When a lake or other body of
water is covered in ice which is
coated with snow, be aware of the
dangers, according to the DNR.

That can insulate the ice, caus-
ing some areas to be soft and vul-
nerable to collapse.

River ice is 15 percent weaker
than lake ice, too.

You've heard the advice to avoid
the yellow snow? Ice with a blu-
ish hue is safer than clear ice, and
dark ice is suspect as well.

Slushy ice is obviously danger-
ous, as is a surface that is cracked
or honeycomb.

The DNR offers these tips:

® No ice is 100 percent safe.

W New ice is usually stronger
than old ice.

® Don't go out alone — if the
worst should happen, someone
will be there to call for help or to
help rescue.

® Let someone know where
vou are going and when you will
return.

® Check ice thickness as you
go out — there could be pockets
of thin ice or places where ice
recently formed.

® Avoid off-color snow or ice. It
is usually a sign of weakness.

® The insulating effect of snow
slows down the freezing process.

W Bring along these basic
items to help keep you safe:
hand warmers, ice cleats to help
prevent falls, ice picks to wear
around your neck to help you
crawl out of the water if you fall
in, a life jacket, a floating safety
rope, a whistle to call for help, a
basic first-aid kit and extra dry
clothes, including a pair of winter
gloves.

An icy shell was ol that remained of the oldest section of the former Sibley Middle School fok-
lowing & fire that broke out on Thursday, Dec. 7, 1978. More than 30,000 galions of water were
used to fight the fire, which caved in the upper levels of the structure. Photos by Jeff Wagner

Dec. 7, 1978, date which
will live in my memory

“ve all heard the
famous phrase spo-
ken by President

Franklin Delano Roosevelt
after the Japanese attacked
Peard Harbor.

“Dec. 7, 1941, a date which
will live in Infamy,” Roosevelt
declared when he addressed
Congress the day after the
attack, asking for a formal
declaration of war on Japan.
These words became one of
the most famous utterances
in U.S. history, since that day
Iad such long-term conse-
quences for our country, and
the world.

Those events took place a
quarter of a century before |
was bom. However, there was
another Dec. 7 that had long-
term consequences for me
and my hometown of Sibley,
but this happened in my life-
time.

On this day, In 1978, [ was
in the sixth grade, attending
middle school. The school
was located in the center of
town, just a few blocks from
my house.

We got out of school around
3:15 p.m, and about 30 min-
utes kater, a friend and [ were
playing catch with the foothall
on the street in front of my
home, even though it was very
cold.

A man drove up and said
something to my friend, who
then yelled out, " The school
is on fire!” We ran in excite-
ment the few blocks back to
school. and when we came
around the corner, we saw the
attic portion of the building
already engulfed in flames.

The fire department had
already arrived, and it ended
up being a massive blaze.
Longtime Sibley resident Jeff
Vande Griend was a proba-
tionary volunteer firefighter in
1978, and this was his first big
structure fire,

In a recent conversation,
he recalled to me how cold it
was on this day, so fighting it
was a huge challenge. He was
stationed on the south side of
the building and remembered
how the Jocal kids were ina
festive mood at first, know-
ing they did not have to go to
school the next day. But soon,
as the fire became bigger, the
mood In the crowd dramati-
cally changed.

*It got very quiet once it
sank In, once they realized
they would not be retumn-
ing 10 school there, ever 11l
always remember how quiet it
got,” he told me.,

At one point, the fire depart-
ment amazingly let some
junior high kids run into the
east wing to retrieve desks
and other materials. One per-
son n that group was eighth-
grader Ken Huls, who would
£o on to become Sibley's fire
chlef, decades later.

[ was in a group of people

Ashton and Sibley firefighters battie a blaze at the Sibley
Middle School on Thursday, Dec. 7, 1978. Five fire departments
helped beat the flames before they could spread to newer
wings of the bullding, but the central portion was considered a
total loss, Heat tape installed on bell tower eaves to reduce ice
buildup has been blamed by investigators looking into the fire
which destroyed most of the 1202 portion of the middie school

this was pre-internet, even

pre-cable television.

What I most remember
about the aftermath was how,
over the next several months,
the burned-out bullding
became a playground for me

S and a few other youths in
REVIEW COLUMNIST S AN Tosoaaiel ol wrisa
in via an open window to
on the northwest side of explore the empty bullding,
the block, just south of Flrst even going up to the Hbrary
Presbyterian Church. Just as where there were still some
Jeff recalls, since 1 was a kid, books on the shelves, along
1 remember initially belng with a lot of bumed material.
excited, knowing there would  Mostly we just liked going in
be no school the next day, there to break light bulbs and

and possibly longer. But then
it seemed to hit us, a sense

dump stuff over. (Forgive me,
['was 12).

of apprehension, knowing The town eventually put up
our lives and the future of the  a new middle school budlding
town was going to be dramati-  which connected to the high
cally different. Our crowd got  school, and it s a very conve-
very quiet, oo, nkent site as the whole public-
As It turmed out, we were school facility is in the same
out of school for a while as the  location.
administration tried to figure But my life was changed
out where to put those of us over the next few years, deal-
who no longer had a school. Ing with the aftermath of that
They moved the fifth- and day.
sixth-graders to the small When [ was a kid, back in
Catholic school building just  December of 1978, the Peard
a block away from the middle  Harbor attack took place 37
school. The seventh- and years prior, and to us that
elghth-graders got transferred  event seemed like anclent his-
up to high school. to attend tory. It has now been 44 years
classes at a suddenly very since the middle school fire,
crowded high school com- and 1 can assure you the fire
plex. We were off just over a Is ancient history. But since I,
week and back to school fora  and so many other kids of that

few days. But then, It was time

era remember the day so well,

for the Christmas break! Belng it s a day that will forever live,

out of school for the better perhaps not in infamy, but in

part of a month, awishcome  our memory.

true. If you have memortes of
However, itended up being  that day which voud like to

a classic case of "Be careful share, please e-mail me at

what you wish for," since thomaskulper85& gmail.com,

being off that long, in the mid-  and it may be subject of a

dle of winter was quite boring.  future column.

{ and most of my classmates

found we actually wanted to Tom Kuiper lives in Sibley.

get back to school by the time  He may be reached at thom-

Januvary had rolled around as - askuiper85@gmail.com.
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A HISTORY OF THE WAGNER FAMILY PUBLISHING BUSINESS
I h didn’t know th d!
t was whatwe t Know that countea:
CHAPTER 25 »  thelr manufacturing and came from the big wooden Long’s team members were times each vear and distrib-
Paul Gruchow g\ ’;3‘ ' retall operations. When one bear, carved from the trunk of  excited to have theirown in-  uted to more than 10,000
— - Investor became discour- atree, that was located at the  house magazine, they were famibies.

A few months after lowa g ¢+ aged because things were not  entry to the resort. not interested in contributing Looking back, those first
Information bought The -~ moving quickly enough, Paul But It was unsuccessful. To  to the overhead. Noteven by [ssues of Village Adventures,
Sheddon Mall-Sun, Jeff and i ‘ quietly bought out hisshare.  have the right 1o produce the  advertising in the product. il Adventures and
1 found in Paul Gruchow in e ey Meanwhile, the company paper and keep the revenue But they did inslst on baving  OKOBOJI Magazine stand out
Worthington, MN, the petfect nn&gggegun was beginning to look at pub-  from any ads we sold into it information on the resorts because of the unigue and
candidate to join our group as lishing opportunities at the we had to include a great deal  they wanted in every issue. exceptional photos taken by
the eighth investor. lowa Great Lakes. of general membership infor- Further. Long’s manage- Jeff Wagner.

Paul had been managing staff photographer, who first There were only two pub- mation that made printing it ment team decided after the That early experience gave
editor and editor at The Dally  got Jeff interested in photog-  lishing companies in the Oko- oo costly. Additionally, few first issue, that we could not him a bkove for the lowa Great
Globe InWorthington and raphy. boji area at that tme. There area businesses were inter- sell advertising to any area Lakes that has made it a sec-
was highly regarded for his Gruchow hesitated when [ was the Spirit Lake Beacon ested in buying advertising, business In competition to ond home for him and his
intellect and as an exceptional  firstapproached himon join-  group which dominated the It seemed most Cutty's own- any enterprise located at family every weekend during
writer. My son jeff and | had Ing our cause, but he soon region in number and varbety  ers brought everything they either of their locations. the summer.
gotten to know him Saturday  bought in, saying community  papers it ewned: the Spirit wanted or needed with them That meant we could not It also explains the contin-
mornings at the Globe while  newspapers were essential to Lake Beacon, the Milford and seldom left the facility sell advertising to restaurants,  ved commitment to photo-
we were walting for the press  the future of the communities  Mall, the Lake Park News and ~ — with its indoor swimming  gift shops, boating supplyor  graphic art — as well as excel-
crew to print that week’s they serve. a weekly shopper and a free pool, outdoor play areas boat sales operations, wom- lent reporting and writing
N'West lowa REVIEW. Tired of the daily grind, as distribution summer tourist and excellent miniature golf en's fashion stores or event — for the magazine by Rylan

When Ve Vance and his s0 often happens withwork-  tablodd. course —togo Intoanearby  locations. That greatly limited  Howe today.
family had decided to sellthe  Ing journalists, Paul had no But even with all those titles,  town. our opportunity for advertis- Our small success with
Globe, following the untimely  Interest in returning to work-  the Beacon group fell farshort The project lost money from  Ing revenue. OXOBOJI Magazine Jed to
death of their son Bob, Bob's Ing for a newspaper but felt of the revenue John Adams the beginning and soon had Readership and reach also further investments in that
brother Jim, along withlong-  reconnected to his roots in generated weekly with his 1o be shut down. were problems since the mag-  reglon. The Wagner family
time employees Paul and helping us build our regional  regional Lake News Shopper. Our next effort was what azine was only distributedto and Paul formed a second
Owen Van Essen, bought it. publication. Adams did it all. He sold over the years became OKO-  room guests at the two Village  corporation, lowa Great Lakes
They continued to operate it Gruchow was a valuahle much of the advertising him-  BOJI Magazine. Again, the resOrts. Information, and purchased
for a few years, maintaining addition to our organization.  self, did manv of the actualad  idea was to parter with some We published three ssues the Spirit Lakes Beacon, Mil-
the excellence, credibilityand  He coached our reporters, layouts, took the pasted-up lakes area facility to take under the Village Adventures  ford Mail, Lake Park News and
quality the subscribers had helped them develop an pages to a central printing advantage of exclusive distri-  title and then broke away Okobojian. Bur it was a disas-
come 10 expect. understanding for what was plant and, with the help of bution to owners and guests.  from the partnership and ter that we'll look at in a future

When eventually those worthy of coverage and how  a few others, delivered the This time, we partnered produced a fourth editionas  chapter.
three sold the paper to two to share the story infreshand  paper door-to-door around with John Long who had just  Okobojl Adventures. A few Meamwhile, Paul moved
Des Moines Investors, Paul Interesting ways. the lakes each week. He updated two existing facill- ssues later we changed the to Northfield, MN, where he
rented space in the old He also helped Jefand me  worked hard, took careofhis  thes asVillage East and Village  name to simply OKOBOJ1 taught at St. Olaf College, and
Worthington Post Office better understand the general  customers and was greatly West. Vilkage East was the Magazine. That s the titlewe  at Concordia College in Moat-
building and concentrated on  principles of good newspaper  admired for his commitment.  former Holiday Inn and Vil- have used ever since. head, MN, as well as contin-
writing essays and books on management and operation. Our family’s first venture lage West the former Vacation Early Issues were direct ved to write essays and books.
the importance of the envi- Our ideas merged easily, since  Into the lowa Great Lakes Village. e called the new mailed to addresses of pre- He remained Involved with
ronment and living life. Some  almost everything we knew market was a tabloid paper magazine Village Advenrures.  ferved guests at the Village lowa Information with declin-
of his most famouws books about publishing had been published in conjunction This second lakes publi- resorts as well as the address-  Ing interest until his death on
were "Boundary Waters: taught us by someone at the with the Nodland family catlon was done In a slick es provided to us by Okoboji's  Feh. 22, 2004, in Duluth, MN.
The Grace of the Wild." “The Globe during our days print-  and Curtty’s Resort. Printed magazine format with every three boat dealers, Bob Burns
Necessity of Empty Places,” ing there. monthly on yellow newsprint,  page printed in full coloratan  Chevrolet-Cadillac, select Peter W Wagner lives in
“Worlds Within Worlds,” and Paul also was a good addi- It was titled Cutty’s Bear Facts  off-site location. real estate firms, and giftand ~ Sibley. He is the founder/!
“Images of Home" with illlus-  tlon 1o our board. He was and featured updates on There were two problems decorating boutiques. pubdisher of The N'West lowa
trations by photographer Jim  able to explain to others on upcoming special programs with this plan withone similar ~ Today, under the editorial REVIEW and may be reached
Brandenburg, It was Branden-  the board how the publish- and events at the Okoboji to that which existed with direction of Myrna Wagner, at pewEiowainformation.
burg, when he was a Globe Ing business differed from Cutty’s location. The name Cutry’s Bear Facts. Although OKOBOJL s published seven  com.

True holiday spirit is giving with nothing expected in return

mong other things, the holl- v affect all those who they then touch.  to determine who can accumulate The best gift you can receive ks the
A days are a time of giving and o ! No gesture of giving or kindness more. Joy of making someone else happy.
iving gifts. Is too small. Holding the door open On the other hand, those who are  Belng unselfish is a wonderful way to

The question most often asked of at a stove, helping someone carry concerned for the well-befng of oth-  live. When you give with no ulterior
people is, “What did you get?” Much groceries to thelr car, Jetting another  ers are happier, more content, and motives, your actions are seen as
less frequently asked is, “What did / car in front of you, saying please more satisfied. By giving without genuine. Should you expect some-
vou give?” Invariably, the Inquiries and thank you, and saying hello to expecting they in tum receive the thing in return, your behavior is
concern for material gifts. DARE %%#%m LS a stranger you pass on the sidewalk  things they need. ahways suspect. We all know people

Purchasing a gift can certainly be are some of the many things youcan  Giving s a simple concept that who do nice things only when they
thoughtful and a wonderful gesture, do daily. works every dme it is applied. There  want something in retum.
especially when it's backed up by want by helping enough others For family and friends, your time will be people who dont appreciate Make giving a dally routine. Don't
your actions. get what they want. But enly if you is one of the most preclous gifts you  what you do, but it doesn't marter. start and end with the holiday sea-

However, the most valuable pres-  give without expecting anything in can offer. Are you there for others You are giving without anticipating son. Every day Is a good day to do
ents are those that aren't sold in return. when they need you? Doyouoffera  anything in return. Besides, there something nice.
stores. The Impact of giving ksn't kmited hand without being asked? Do you will be many more who are thankful When people feel good due to vour

When you give your love, your to just the holiday season, itssome-  help out when asked? for your efforts. actions, you cant help but feel happy
time, help someone n need, aid thing that has value all year. Too often, people get caught up in [f you don't treat others well, buy-  yourself. And that is priceless. The
another in solving a problem or The power of giving is often under-  thelr own desires, thus losing sight ing a gift won't compensate for vour  most significant action you can take
overcoming an obstacle, you give estimated. of the needs of others. A person behavior. The recipient might like Is having a positive impact on the
something priceless. When you give unconditionally, who tries to get through life by look-  what you give them, but it won't lives of others.

The true spirit of the holidays Is you don’t just impact the reciplent; Ing out for himself or herself first make up for your actions. You can’t
giving When you give, you recelve. you start a chain reaction. By bright-  Is invariably frustrated. Often this bribe someone to forgive the way Bryan Golden is the author of

You can get anything in life you ening the life of one person youalso  person views life as a competition you treat them with a present. “Dare ta Live Without Limirs.”

Beef cattle have been spe- regarding the use of fertil- waste, and secondly, theyare  bushel. scores by half and produce a
Farmers should be cifically targeted for the meth-  izer and GHG emissions. Not  all for clean water and better Our new challenge Is renewable fuel that will be the
art of the solution *™ they emit, but a recent coincidently, all these coun- alr quality. Why wouldn't they?  focused on clean climate cleanest buming, kowest car-
p study by the US. Department  tries have suffered from food  They drink and breathe like Inidatives. Whether ts blogas  bon fuel on the planet.
To The REVIEW: of Agriculture concluded they  shortages and high prices. the rest of us. from livestock methane, CO2 The low carbon molecule

Farmers in the United account for only 3.3 percent There Is a way to solve the Farmers and ranchers have  from ethanol production will also be used as a base
States, and around the ghobe,  of GHG emissions problem of GHG emissions. been working hard for years to  or nitrate runoff from crop feedstock for sustalnable avia-
are bedng unfairly targeted. Over the last 70 years, U.S. It’s called working together find common-sense solutions  production, the American ton fuel, a 100 billion-gallon-

They provide us withareli-  ag has tripled production and not accusing and blam- to cimate change. Letshave  farmer has been askedtodo  per-year worldwide market.
able and affordable source of  while land usage, along with  ing. them be part of the solution.  thedr part through innova- Here In northwest lowa,
food. They deserve our thanks  usage of energy and fertilizer, The government must work Bill Pearson, tlon, resource management landowner support has been
and respect. has remained almost con- with the farmers, instead of Sibley and production efficiencyto  strong. As of November, Sum-

Instead, they are need- stant. dictating to them. improve the climate we all mit has acquired 58 percent
lessly artacked by the climate If climate change advocates  Advances in technology, Carbon capture share. of the overall route in lowa, 51
change zealots, accused of get thelr way and implement  and our farmers and ranchers needed for market For ethanol, the federal gov-  percent project wide and local
contributing to the destruc- programs that would cut working with common-sense ernment has offered incen- easement approval at:
tion of our world. GHGs by 50 percent in the environmentalists, will be the  To The REVIEW: tives such as 450 and 457 to B Siow: 68 percent

Are farmers unnecessarily next elght years — thelr stated  key to the problem, just as it Agriculture is lowa’s most develop CO2 sequestration B Cherokee: 59 percent
harming the planet? Let's look  goal — it would devastate has on previous occasions profitable industry and has methods. These Incentives W Plymouth: 73 percent
at the facts. American agriculture. when agriculture and envi- led to wealth and prosperity can be utilized by those who B \Woodbury: 62 percent

United States agriculture But don't take my word for  ronmentalism have come into  for many, especially in rural answer the call to innovate. WO Brien: 73 percent
accounts for less than 10 per- It Look at what has happened  conflict. The key to thatsolu-  communities. Public or private, the incen- By partmering with groups
cent of all GHG (greenhouse In other countries that have ton, however, s working with In recent weeks, we have tives are available. like Summit Carbon Solu-
gas) emissions, according to caved to climate change fol- “comimon-sense environmen-  seen high quality Plymouth Because most producers tions, ethanol producers will
the Environmental Protection  lowers. talists.” County farm kand exceed cannot develop and imple- provide a premium, cleaner
Agency. In Sri Lanka, where activists This i not just wishful $26,000 an acre and Sioux ment individual carbon buming fuel to the automo-

In fact, 1.S. ag ranks far pressured the govermment thinking. Congress hasheen  County farm land sell for capture and sequestration tive and aviation sector, and
behind other sources of emis-  to implement strict organic working with U.S. agriculture 330,000 an acre. programs economically, those retums will support
stons, such as transportation  farming policies, it led to for vears to enact voluntary, In the last 20 years, ethanol  Summit Carbon Solutions thelr local economies. The
(24 percent), edectricity (25 shortages, starvation and Incentive-based initiatives to  has become a cruclal compo-  has answered the call to part-  result will be strong corn mar-
percent}, industrial (23 per- eventually a revolt that even reduce GHGs and to achleve  nent of our state’s agricultural  ner with ethanol plants and kets, secure jobs, and strong
cent) and commercial and caused the country’s prime other obtainable environ- Secton. ather industries to research, land values for lowa.
residential sources (13 per- minister to flee. mental objectives. One out of every two rows develop and implement a rig- Slouxland Energy Coopera-
cent). Other countries have These measures include of com planted in lowawillbe  arously vetted sequestration tive Board of Directors: Steve

(On a net basis, agriculture in - also buckled to the climate no-tll fanming, the planting processed into ethanol. plan using the most techno- Post, Myron Gradert, Bob
the United States eliminates movement, with devastating  of cover crops and specialty As genetic technology has logically advanced methods Van Gelder, Dave Winterfeld,
more GHGs than it produces,  consequences. The Neth- formulated cartle diets to Increased yields, ethanol avallable. Kelly Nlewenhuis, Marlin
removing approximately 730 erlands, Canada, Spain and reduce discharges. They dont  production and livestock By participating in this Faber, Steve Rehder, Cralg
million metric tons of CO2 New Zealand, justtonamea  overapply fertilizers firstof all  feed demand have created effort, ethanol plants will Solsma, Eric Vander Stouwe,
equivalent in 2017. few, Implemented strict rules  because itstoo expensiveto competitive markets foreach  lower thelr carbon intensity Sloux Center

EDITORIAL PAGE LESSON

I What's an editorial? An aditoeial s the nawspaper’s view
on an issue, n developing editcrals, employeas of the newspaper
consider what, in their coliective view, s bast for the community.
Editorials are meant Yo sugpast a course of action and fo foster

discussion

B What's a column? A column (£ 0Ne Parson's opinion on any
gven issue, published as a regular featura in the nawspaper A
column does not necessarily reflact the views of the paper.

W What's a letter 1o the aditor? A letler 1o the aditer &

areader’s view 0 an Bsue submitted to the newspaper for
publication, Submit your letter online at wewrmestiowacom/
submit. AF letters require a verifiable name, phone number and
signature, They also are subject fo editing as neaded



