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Three people are still missing and families of two believe them
to be dead inside the rubble of the partially collapsed building
at 324Main St. in downtownDavenport.

Those still missing as of Saturdaymorning are BrandenColvin,
RyanHitchcock andDaniel Prien.
The six-story apartment building partially collapsed at 4:55 p.m.

Sunday,May 28, a day thatwon’t be forgotten in theQuad-Cities.
This never should have happened.The safeguards failed.
The days that followed broughtmany questions about how this

happened.Why didn’t inspections detect the apartment building
with some 84 commercial and residential units was on the verge of
collapse?Whywasn’t the building condemned and the residents
evacuated? Some 50 people are expected to have been living there.
Had the building collapsed at 4:55 a.m. instead of 4:55 p.m. the ca-
sualties would bemuch higher.
Wemustwork exhaustingly to find these answers.
The building is owned byAndrewWold’s Davenport Hotel,

L.L.C.who bought the building in 2021 fromWaukee Investments,
L.L.C. for $4.2million, county records show.
We know fromdocuments releasedWednesday, including

structural engineering reports, that city officials andWoldwere
warned that portions of the buildingwere unstable. Thewestwall
that collapsedwas of particular concern, especially in the past five
months.A report days before the collapse noted that thewall ap-
peared to be losing stability andwas visibly bowing.
Residentswhomoved out days before the building collapse told

us of complaints theymade of unsafe conditions and cracks in
floors andwalls. A contractorwho had once bid on repair work said
hewarnedworkers two days before the collapse, “Get away.You’re
going to die.”
And a 911 call wasmade the day before the collapse because of

concerns about the façade crumbling.
In a reportMarch 1, the city deemed the “site is secure.”Work on

the building passed city inspections April 12, April 21, andMay 1.
The recent history of the building, built in 1907, includedmany

red flags, coming as early as January 2020when it was owned by
Waukee Investments, L.L.C.
None of thewarning signs triggered evacuations.
One of the developments during theweekwas the announce-

ment that Chief BuildingOfficial Trishna Pradhan stepped down.
Pradhan had visited the buildingMay 25 andmistakenly noted it
had “passed” inspection,when it should have said “incomplete”
because theworkwas ongoing.According to the city, Pradhan’s
effort Tuesday to change the status to “incomplete” resulted in a
listing as “failed,” because of a technical glitch.
Also, the city finedWold $300 for failing tomaintain a safe

structure in legal action the city described as an effort tomake sure
the owner couldn’t transfer the property to avoid legal costs. And
searches continued.
The city’smessagingwasmisguided in the hours after the col-

lapse.
OnMondaymorning, officials said they had no credible infor-

mation that anyonewasmissing and planned to start demolition
on the building Tuesdaymorning because of the danger the unsta-
ble building presented.
Meanwhile, people stood outside the building hoping theworst

had not happened to loved ones.Were they alive in the building?
Awomanwas discovered and rescued from the fourth floor of the
building at about 8 p.m.Monday.The day’s events led to protests
at the site to hold off on demolition and search for those still miss-
ing.
The city delayed the demolition and brought in search teams

alongwith local firefighters. Beloved petswere rescued, and sur-
vivors are now ruled out. The city has declined to saywhether re-
mains have been found.
The city has improved its communications by holding several

news conferences andmaking building documents available.
Further, the city is offering residents of the building $6,000, and

businesseswill be eligible for $25,000.Adjacent businesses are
being offered $5,000.We applaud thosemoves and urge the city to
move quicklywith this relief.
Those residents fortunate enough not to lose a loved one in the

collapse still lost all their belongings. Some immediate housing
would have helped ease their burden.
Thanks goes out to the first responderswho rescued seven peo-

ple immediately from the scene, risking their own lives and the
teamwho saved the life of QuanishiaWhite-Berry by performing
an on-site amputation of her leg above the knee to free her.
Officials cleared the area to keep those standing just outside out

of danger from the unstable building.
Andwe appreciate the state search teamswho swept the build-

ing, rescued pets and looked for survivors aswell as bodies. They
risked their own health for the greater good.They are heroes.
The aftermath of the collapse has brought to light the poor con-

ditions that peoplewere living in, including, at times, no heat or
hotwater. Some 146 actionswere taken at the property in the past
three years.More diligence is clearly needed to assure residents are
offered livable conditions that are safe.
MayorMikeMatson promised to improve inspections and to in-

vestigatewhat happened.This is amust.
In the days ahead,we need to use this tragedy as a lesson. Just as

we changed our approach after the breach of theHesco barriers in
2019 to prevent theMississippi River fromdevastating downtown
Davenport earlier this year,we can learn the steps forward to pre-
vent such tragedies.
May 28was a dark day. Let’s honor those injured and lost by

making sure this never happens again.

Wednesday evening, just be-
fore 8 p.m., I turned on the TV
and tuned in C-SPAN towatch
the House of Representatives at
work. A fortuitous choice: they
had just started voting onHR
3746, the “Fiscal Responsibility
Act.”
Thatmeant I hadbeen spared

theoratory and
got to see our
representatives in
action. It reminded
meof the times I
spentwatchingmy
Illinois senate col-
leagueswhencon-
troversial billswere
up for a vote.
Wednesday

night, I could seeCongressional
membersmassing in theback,
waiting to cast their voteswhen it
was safe todo so. Itwas a familiar
sight.Far-right and far-leftmem-
bers quickly voted against the
measure.Those in swingdistricts
werewaiting to cast a safe“No”
vote toquell rabidprimaryvoters,
once itwas clear thebill’s passage
was assured.Themarginwas 314
to 117.
Whenever a legislator votes,he

or sheusually keeps two things
inmind: theneed for thebill and
howvoterswill thinkof their
choice.Thepublicmind is easily
swayedand toughchoices cangive
yournext opponent campaign
ammunition.
If you are convinced that a bill

must be enactedordefeated,you
have tobe ready to lose an election
if your votedoesn’t correspond
withpublic perceptionof it.
Which iswhy it’s sohard topass
taxbills.Nomatter theneed, it
will be used against you—and it
usuallyworks.
Once I stood in the Illinois

Housewith a colleague,discuss-
ing the absoluteneed todefeat
a billwhichhad inflamedpublic
opinion, thanks tounscrupulous
proponents.He agreed,but said,
“Theproblem is that it’s toohard
to explain.”With that,he voted
“Aye.”Hecoasted to reelection.
Years ago, theSupremeCourt

decreed that political campaign-
ing cannot be censored,which is
why somany lie so easily.Theonly

recourse is to sue for defamation
if youhave lost—awaste of time
andmoney. Itwon’t put youback
inoffice.
The run-up toWednesday’s

Congressional votehadbeena
long-drawn-outdrama that had
thenation’s financial institutions
on edge.Manyof themhadbeen
engaged in riskydealings to raise
quickprofits, countingon inter-
ests rates remainingnear zero.
Unfortunately, that low interest

rate had longoutlived theneed to
overcome thenegative effects of
the 2008financial collapse (blame
thebanks for that one, too) and
banks took advantageof it to go
onaborrowingbinge. Itwas risky,
but only if theFederal Reservede-
cided to raise interest rates.
In the event, theFeddid.A

major part of its job is to keep
inflationunder control.When
Covid-19hit, it upset thedelicate
links of supply anddemandwhich
characterizemodern international
trade.Addongoingwars in the
MiddleEast, theCovidpandemic,
and someplainprice-gouging and
inflation soaredworldwide.
Meanwhile, thenational debt

ballooned, thanks in largemea-
sure to the 2017 tax relief bill for
thewealthy,which cost asmuch
as 2022’s 1.9 trillionCOVID relief
measure.Satisfying greed is as ex-
pensive as serving real need.
TheFederal Reservepurchases

and sellsTreasury securities as a
means to influence federal inter-
est rates and thenation’smoney
supply.As the largest holder of
suchdebt, it is in theposition to
change interest rates to keep the
economyonanevenkeel. Itmet
its prime responsibility by raising
interest at a slowbut steady rate.
Over-extendedbankswere caught
out.Twohad tobe takenover;
others failed.
Itwas adicey situation,Not

raising the ceilingwould result in a
downgradebycredit rating agen-
cies, increasedborrowing costs
for businesses andhomeowners,
andadrop in consumer confi-
dence that could rock theUnited
States’financialmarket and tip its
economy—and theworld’s— into
immediate recession.Thebill had
topass,butmembers couldvote

against it, if needed. 117did: 71
Republicans and46Democrats.
Why is it necessary?Whyhas

Congress chosen togo through the
pro formabusiness of agreeing to
pay thedebts it has incurred? It
doesn’t seemnecessary: theCon-
stitution,as amended, requires it.
Thedebt ceilingbillwas anar-

tifact of theFirstWorldWar: the
SecondLibertyBondAct of 1917.
That bill allowed theTreasury
to issuebonds and takeonother
debtwithout specificCongressio-
nal approval, as long as the total
debt fell under the statutorydebt
ceiling. Itwas increasedwhen
needed.Since that time,passing
suchabill has been strictly pro
forma.
That is, until theClinton pres-

idency,when aRepublicanCon-
gress tried to force a reduction
in public spendingwith a bud-
get-slicing bill and a threat not
to raise the debt ceiling. Itwas a
bluff andClinton called it.Obama
had a tougher time, butmanaged
to get past it.
This time, there are about 20

anarchists amongHouse Re-
publicanswho seem to imagine
themselves Samsons, ready to
bring the temple down around
them.Theymanaged to exact
some small victories at the ex-
pense ofwelfare recipients and
to reduce the IRS’s ability to go
afterwealthy tax evaders. But the
ceiling limit is suspended until
January 2025, past the next presi-
dential election.
Thewhole business is an elab-

orate charade, but one thatwill be
sold to persuadable voters as “fis-
cal responsibility.”At a post-ses-
sion press conference,House
Speaker evenMcCarthy put the
vey best gloss on itwhile blasting
President Biden andDemocrats.
Themost realisticmaneuver

would have been to rescind the
last twoRepublican tax breaks for
thewealthy.Thatwould consti-
tute true “fiscal responsibility,”
but amove ourmoney-soaked
politicianswould find too risky.

Don Wooten is a former Illinois state
senator and a regular columnist.
Email him at: donwooten4115@
gmail.com.

Never again; we
must ensure
our buildings
are safe

Repealing Republican tax breaks
a path to fiscal responsibility

If age is really
a concern, why
support Trump?
This is a response to a letter

printed on the editorial pageMay
23fromTomWilcox.Heexpressed
concerns about Biden’s age. It is
true many people do experience
some decline in their 80s, but
many are fine in their later years.
Mr.Wilcoxdidn’tmention that

in June,Donald Trumpwill be 77,
close to 80 also. His mental abil-
ities seem questionable to me.
Upon leaving a cabinet meeting
when Trump was President, his
own Secretary of State, Rex Til-
lerson called Trump a f____ mo-
ron! Later, when asked about the
comment, Tillerson would never
deny he said that.
Inanswer toyourfinalquestion,

Mr. Wilcox, asking if I would be
satisfied to have Kamala Harris
as President, my answer is—yes,
Iwould be just finewith that. She
was a lawyer, a prosecutor in the
state of California and a senator
before shebecamevicepresident.
Youdidnotmentionwhat exactly
would concern you if she became

president. Is your concern that
she is bi-racial, or just the fact
that she’s an intelligent accom-
plishedwoman?

HelenDrain
Coal Valley

Don’t understand
the outrage about
bathrooms
I amwriting in response toSen-

ator Anderson’s reported com-
ments about theunisex bathroom
law that recently passed in Illi-
nois. This law allows businesses
to create multi-occupancy, gen-
der-neutral bathrooms.
It doesn’t require this, but al-

lows them touse their judgement
about their facility, community,
etc. in deciding how to set up
their bathrooms. Stall dividers
must have functioning locks and
partitions for urinals, if theyhave
urinals. This system is common
in many other countries, both
in their public restrooms and in
their schools. I couldn’t find any
reported incidents of sexual as-
sault inmy google search of gen-

der-neutral bathrooms.However,
there have been many reports of
verbal and physical assault of
gay, bisexual, and transgender
students/citizens in bathrooms.
I’m confused by Senator An-

derson’s response, because his
concerns could be avoided by a
simple step. He can accompany
his daughter into the bathroom
and wait for her by the sink. It’s
a gender-neutral bathroom, af-
ter all. He could scan the cubical
before she enters, andwait for her
to come out.
The most frequent abusive

situations occur with people the
parents and child trust, and in
situations that seem safe. Heck,
over 4,000 priests have been
accused of sexual assault in the
United States.Of course, parents
should be vigilant in protecting
their children, but threatening
someone who is just going into
a bathroom to do his business
seems excessive. I don’t under-
stand the outrage. I hope that our
representatives try to be logical
when reviewing pending legis-
lation.

LoriMcCollum
Rock Island
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At the end of the first cen-
tury, or at the beginning of
the second, an unknown

Christianmoralist wrote an in-
structional tract known as the
Didache. It begins as follows:
“There are twoways, one of life
and one of death, and there is a
great difference between the two
ways.”
Recent events on the streets

of Davenport
demonstrate that
that statement still
rings true nearly
2,000 years later.
It puts in focus
what happens
when segments
of society opt for
“revenge,” rather
thanworking
within our crimi-

nal justice system, based on our
U.S.Constitution.
There is a fine line between

a civilized society and barba-
rism.That line is crossedwhen
citizens discard our criminal
justice system,with its built-in
safeguards for victims and de-
fendants alike, and op instead
for “revenge.” In doing so, they
discard civilization and choose
instead a “system”of survival of
the fittest—mightmakes right
—the ends justify themeans.
Therewas a time in human

historywhen therewere nowrit-
ten laws and therewere no courts
to punish criminal acts.
Moses and the Jewish people

wandered for 40 years in the Si-
nai Desert.Moses realized that
when the Jewish people reached
the “Promised Land” theywould
need laws to punishmurder,
theft, perjury and interference
with establishedmarital rela-
tionships.
TheMayflower Compact of

the Pilgrimswas a similar ac-
knowledgment.
In the absence of the crim-

inal law, to obtain justice for a
wrong done, the injured party,
his family, or his tribe relied
upon “revenge.”Our newspapers
daily show that that can happen
even in amodern American city.
Street gang killings are generally
“revenge” killing. “Revenge” is
their justification.
A recent Disptach front-page

article by TomLoewy, “It just
a fact of life,” demonstrates the
point.
With no little effort the fol-

lowing facts can be extracted
from the article.
1. OnMay 19, 2018, 16-year-

old Jovontia Joneswas shot to
death outsideHilltop Liquor
during a drive-by shooting.No
one has ever been charged in
connectionwith hismurder.
(Note that his death is posited

as the justification for the fol-
lowing criminal acts).
2.On Tuesday,May 22, 2023,

John E.Hanes III was found
guilty of the 2021murder of
JamonWinfrey (age 14).
3.Nessiah Clark is presently

on trial for the August 2022
attemptedmurder of Delmont
Thomas.Clark is also charged
with additional offenses, includ-
ing possession of a firearm by a
felon.
To understand, how revenge

fits into this equation, consider
the following:
1. Awoman present as a spec-

tator at the trial of Nessiah Clark,
identifying herself as Nessiah
Clark’smother, toldMr. Loewy,
“I will say this: the violence

of that day happened because of
what happened in the past.No-
body shot anybody that day out

of the blue, for no reason.Nes-
siah has been shot at before, and
his half-brother (Aden),was shot
at in the same incident.….Did
he carry a gun. Yes. he did.….
“I would rather Nessiah to

have a gun and not need it, rather
than need a gun and not have it.
…Maybe people don’t under-
stand it, but there are killers out
there. The threat of violence is
very, very real for these young
men.
“It’s when he’s out on the

streets that I worry. Every time
I hear sirens I wonder if he’s the
one laying somewhere dead.”
2.Davenport Police Sergeant

Jordan Sanders said Haneswas
amember of theMMG.Street
gang.Hanes fired on the car
Whitneywas in, because he be-
lieved them to bemembers of
Savage Life street gang. Sanders
continued, “MMGand Sav-
age Life had a “shoot on sight”
policy,when the spotted each
other.”
3. According to Jovontia’s

aunt, Sylvia Abbey, “MMGwas
basically a gang formed to avenge
Jovi’s death.
Any rational writer or reader,

of course,must be cautious
when accepting the statements
of street gangmembers, their
familymembers, and their “as-
sociates.” People who arewilling
to justify revengemurder, at-
temptedmurder, and possession
of firearms by convicted felons,
might just be inclined to lie when
it serves their purposes.
Butmy point is this: Street

gang violence is a return to an
age before criminal justice sys-
temswere known. It is a return
to survival of the fittest, and
mightmakes right. It is a system
which affords no rights whatso-
ever to the accused, and provides
no safeguards for the innocent.
Street gang violence, to be blunt,
is a return to barbarism— and to
the dark ages,where each killer
is his own judge, jury and execu-
tioner.
The people who eschew the

criminal justice system, turn
their backs on assisting the
police and tolerate street gang
violence, deserve exactly what
the get.
Is it really possible to claim

“LivesMatter”when guyswith
guns, probably acquired on the
“BlackMarket,” gun down a
16-year-old boy standing out-
side liquor store? A 14-year-old-
boy riding in a car? Anothermale
outside a city gas station?
Is it really possible to claim

that “livesmatter”when rival
gangs have a “shoot on sight”
policy?When amother “would
rather her son, a convicted felon,
have a gun and not need it, rather
than need a gun and not have it?
Andwhy did the convicted felon
“need” a gun?Here, if the state’s
allegations are true, he “needed”
a gun to attemptmurder.
The residents of a community

have a choice. There are two
ways: The community can assist
the police in bringing criminals
to justice; or, they can put their
trust in street-gang gunmen
who operate a system of “re-
venge.”
I spentmost ofmy profes-

sional life around police officers.
A very fewwere not fit to be po-
lice officer. But no cop that I have
ever known has had “a shoot on
sight policy” toward any group
of people.

John Donald O’Shea, of Moline, is a
retired circuit judge and a regular
columnist.

Street gangs a return
to barbarism and the
Dark Ages

JOHN
DONALD
O’SHEA

By the time this piece runs,
Congress will probably
have acted on the bipar-

tisan debt ceiling bill. It is not
a good piece of legislation, but

it is probably the
best that can be
expected in the
political cauldron
that Congress
has become.
There have

been many anal-
yses of who will
benefit and who
will be hurt by
this legislation,

what the political implications
will be, etc. There is nothing to
be gained by commenting on
what others have already said.
What has been missing in

this discussion, however, is se-
rious discussion of the notion
of fairness. That is the topic of
this week’s column.
I begin by noting that the

budget crisis involves some
fundamental issues of inter-
generational justice with our
huge federal budget deficits
significantly shortchanging
our children and grandchildren
in the years to come. It is not
realistic to assume that our
national debt will be paid off in
the foreseeable future. That’s
not going to happen. The prob-
lem is that the carrying costs
of the national debt — that is
to say, the interest costs per-
taining to financing our na-
tional debt —will chew up an
increasing share of federal rev-
enues in the years to come, to
the detriment of funding that
would otherwise be available
for other programs.
A fewmonths ago, the Peter

G. Peterson Foundation, a non-
partisan organization estab-
lished to address our country’s
long term fiscal challenges,
issued an alarming report that
was largely ignored. They proj-

ect that within 10 years, net in-
terest costs will exceed federal
spending on federal programs
such as national defense and
Medicaid.
Their projection for 30 years

down the road is even more
dismal. If current trends con-
tinue, in thirty years net inter-
est will become the largest line
item in the federal budget, ex-
ceeding expenditures for Medi-
care and Social Security. That’s
the mess that we are leaving for
our children and grandchildren.
If the bipartisan debt ceiling

bill slows down the increase in
rate of federal spending, that
would be a step in the right di-
rection, perhaps even resulting
in our children and grandchil-
dren thinking more kindly of
us (as long as it is not done at
the cost of eviscerating envi-
ronmental programs intended
to slow down the rate of global
warming, a matter that also
involves issues related to inter-
generational justice.)
The debt ceiling bill is not

without its flaws. It does noth-
ing to address the issue of
welfare for the wealthy. In fact,
it moves in the opposite direc-
tion, taking aim at one of Pres-
ident Biden’s biggest priorities
— increasing Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) funding to go af-
ter tax cheats and ensure that
wealthy individuals are paying
what they owe.
The nonpartisan Congressio-

nal Budget Office (CBO) esti-
mated that the Biden adminis-
tration proposal to increase IRS
funding by $80 billion over 10
years would increase revenues
by approximately $200 billion
during that period of time,
which would be a good deal for
taxpayers and help reduce fed-
eral budget deficits.
However, the wealthy donor

class, many of whom support
Republican candidates for of-

fice, do not take kindly to being
audited, the result being that
Congressional Republicans
have strongly opposed increas-
ing enforcement appropria-
tions for the IRS. In the debt
ceiling negotiations, Speaker
of the House Kevin McCarthy
did not succeed in getting the
entire $80 billion eliminated
but did succeed in getting it
substantially reduced.
One additional observation.

The debt ceiling bill would
impose newwork require-
ments for those receiving food
stamps. Currently the work re-
quirement only applies to those
age 18-49 who are physically
able to work. The debt ceiling
bill would extend the work
requirements for food stamps
to those age 50-54 who do not
have children living in their
homes.
I am fine with that.While I

believe that food stamps should
be available to those who need
them, I also believe that those
able to work who do not have
child care responsibilities
should be expected to work for
them, even if the work includes
nothing more than picking up
the litter along our nation’s
highways.
Intergenerational justice and

questions of fairness are far
from being resolved by the debt
ceiling bill. Instead, the debate
about these matters is just
beginning.What is import-
ant, however, is that we look
beyond our narrowly defined
self-interest and think about
what fairness involves. There’s
way too much “what’s in it for
me” and far too little attention
being given to what is fair for
everyone involved.

Dan Lee, a regular columnist, is
the Marian Taft Cannon Professor
in the Humanities at Augustana;
danlee@augustana.edu.

Fairness and the debt ceiling bill

DAN
LEE

Repurpose closed
schools inDavenport
As the city of Davenport races

to demolish two of our schools
formore green space, theymight
pause. They could not wait to
tear down the old YMCA, what
a beautiful green space. Instead,
theycouldhave reused thebuild-
ing for veterans to rehab,exercise
and swim or the elderly to do the
same or both.
Now with the collapse of an

apartment building, gee more
green space. We need to think
first.
These schools could be re-

purposed for senior or veterans
housing. This city claims to be
concerned with homeliness but
what are theydoing?People can’t
be housed in more green space,
they need shelter.
As you raise taxes, forcing

manyoutof their homes, thevul-
tures are circling for more rental
property. With the lower rents
around $800 a month where are
people to go? Is that a bulldozer
I hear?

StevenCollier
Davenport

Here are Joe Biden’s
foreign policy
failures
OnegoodthingaboutPresident

Biden’s feeble domestic policy is
it hides his foreign policy. Russia
downed an American drone in
international waters, actually an
act of war. Reports indicate they

have recovered it and are in the
process of dissecting it. Joe and
secretary Blinken are invisible.
Iran is seizing tankers in in-

ternational waters and lobbing
missiles at U.S. troops in Syria
and Iraq. IrannowsupportsRus-
siawithdrones and soonballistic
missiles.Crickets fromtheWhite
house.
China is driving hard to be-

come thedominant global power.
It is building carriers and other
warships while under Biden the
U.S.Navywill shrink.
Under Trump, Saudi Arabia

was a security partner.Bidenhas
destroyed this relationship. The
Saudis are now moving closer
to Iran, with the guidance of
China....
A strong energy policy is the

basis of strong foreign policy.
Either unaware or ignoring this,
BidenweakensU.S.domestic en-
ergywhilemakingdealswith ille-
gitimateVenezuela toprovideoil.
We lose jobs andpaymore for oil.
In Brazil’s recent election,

Biden successfully worked
against Bolsonaro. Now that the
leftists are inpower,Brazil is dis-
tancing itself fromusandmoving
toward China.
In Central America all the im-

migration agreements Donald
Trump had finalized have been
nullified. Some 4,000,000 peo-
ple have entered the U.S. ille-
gally with the flood expected to
increase shortly.
Is there a bright side toBiden’s

foreign policy? If there was, I’m
sure themediawould report it,no
matter howsmall,nomatter how
insignificant.

WilliamBloom
LeClaire

Leave nature alone
whenever possible
Recently, I watched a nature

program on Iowa PBS in which a
groupofscientiststraveledaround
theworld,pickingareasatrandom
for their study on nature. They
tookallpredatorsawayonlandand
water to seewhatwould happen.
The study revealed that Nature

tookasharpdownturn.Theythen
replaced all the predators, and
everything returned to normal.
They proved that nature plays an
important role in thewaywe live.
However, we are quick to drain

all of the wetlands that are home
to amphibians and rare and en-
dangered plants. Also, wetlands
areabigfactor infloodcontroland
groundwater purity.
We cut down our rain forests

that almost eliminates all na-
ture, including wildlife habitats.
We create chemicals that kill
unwanted plants, so the needed
plants grow bigger and better.
This pollutes our waterways and
causes havoc on wildlife, such as
the honeybees.
It’s not the burning of fossil fu-

els thatsomesay isdestroyingour
lives, but the thousands of other
thingsthatwedowrong,butthink
are right.
Itwouldbeadvantageoustoour

planet whenever and wherever
possible ifweleftnaturealone.We
would all be better off for it.

DonGriffin
Moline
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Letter writer
wrong about Crisis
Pregnancy Centers
As I read the letter to the editor

byRueMonroeofDavenport a few
weeks ago I chuckled to myself.
In the letter, Rue objected to Gov.
Reynolds giving$500,000 toCri-
sisPregnancyCenters.This state-
ment was followed by Rue saying
that she/he,doesn’t knowwhat a

CPCdoes, then followed this by a
list of several things thatCPCsdo.
I also didn’t know all of what

a CPC does so I went to one and
talked to the director. What I
learned was that all of the state-
mentsRuemadeaboutCPCswere
wrong.
I challenge Rue to visit one of

the centerswithmeso she/he can
be educated concerning a CPC.

Richard PhillisMD
Rock Island

Letters to the Editor policy
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