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Mustangs uses Drake Relays to prepare for stretch run

Troy Hyde

thyde@shawmedia.com

DES MOINES — The PCM boys’
4x100-meter relay team has been fo-
cused on trying to figure out the order
since the beginning of the season.

Gavin Fenton has been the group’s
anchor and starter and even ran the
second leg, too.

The rest of the foursome though
has agreed that the team’s lone senior
should be the starter and the Mustangs
ran the order they expect to be in the
rest of the season during the Drake Re-
lays on April 29.

PCM came into the classic annual
track and field meet seeded 61st out of
96 teams and the Mustangs placed 64th
with a time of 44.79 seconds.

“It doesn’t matter what time you
come in at, there’s always a chance to
go faster;” Fenton said. “That’s a pretty
good time. It’s not a PR but it is what
it is.

“I like starting. I think the guys want
me to start because I'm older and better
out of the blocks”

The Mustangs’ foursome for the
Drake Relays was Fenton, Adrien Rob-
bins, Griffin Olson and Gabe Hobbs.
Robbins replaced Evan Jones, who
could not run because of a strained calf
muscle.

“I was pleased with how we ran,
PCM head boys track and field coach
Logan Bieghler said. “This was the first
time this particular group was togeth-
er. It takes a village and more than four
guys to compete in a season. We had
some tired and fatigued legs from this
past week with having two meets and a
Senior Trip and prom last week”

Fenton and Olson both ran on the
4x100 relay team at last year’s Drake
Relays. Hobbs was part of last year’s
state meet, but Robbins was competing
on the blue oval for the very first time.

Robbins spent most of last season out
with an injured hip.

“It was really fun. I'm definitely glad
I got to experience this with the guys,”
Robbins said. “It’s really nice to see how
far we've come since last year. I think
we have the order figured out. It’s just
a matter of getting faster and having
smoother handofts”

PCM’s fastest time of the season is
44.27. The Mustangs 64th-place fin-
ish and 44.79 time was fast enough to
finish before conference rival Greene
County (45.35).

PCM sophomore Adrien Robbins, center, hands the baton to junior Griffin Olson during the Drake

Relays on April 29. The Mustangs finished 64th in the event

The Mustangs will be at a
Class 2A state qualifier this
month. Joining them will
be Shenandoah (44.08), Red
Oak (44.2) and Clarinda
(45.15) and that trio finished
32nd, 35th and 74th, respec-
tively, at the Drake Relays.

Cedar Rapids Washington
won the Drake Relays 4x100
title with a time of 41.71 sec-
onds. It was the only group to
finish faster than 42 seconds.

“It was a fun experience. It was bet-
ter than being in the last heat,” Olson
said. “It gave us the chance to see our
competition for districts. We just need
to focus on handoffs now”

Hobbs said the Drake Relays felt
more high profile than the state meet.

“It was a lot of fun. We are surround-
ed by great athletes from a lot of differ-
ent universities,” Hobbs said. “I think
our team likes where we are, but we can
still tweak a few things”

Mustangs finish second
at home meet
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MONROE — The strength
of PCM’s team shined
through during the Mus-
tangs’ home meet on April
27.

Despite an  exhausted
group of seniors who re-
turned from their Senior Trip
just a few hours before, the
Mustangs scored 135 points
and finished second at the
PCM High School Boys Invi-
tational.

PCM won three sprint relays, fin-
ished second in the shuttle hurdle relay
by a mere .23 seconds and edged Pleas-
antville in the final standings on Senior
Night.

Knoxville scored 197 points at the
top. PCM (135) was eight points clear
of Pleasantville (127) and Chariton (93)
and North Mahaska (73) round out the
top five. Wayne (48), Melcher-Dallas
(33) and the PCM junior varsity (18)
completed the eight-team field.

The Mustangs won four events and
ended up top three in 10 total. The lone
individual win came from Mark Bus-

The PCM boys'’
4x100-meter relay team
at the annual Drake
Relays featured
(from left) senior Gavin
Fenton, sophomore
Adrien Robbins and
juniors Griffin Olson
and Gabe Hobbs. The
Mustangs placed 64th
in the 96-team field.

Troy Hyde/PCM Explorer

=
GETEean

san in the shot put. Bussan and Kaden
Clark finished 1-2 in the event with
throws of 43-8 and 42-5, respectively.

The winning sprint medley relay in-
cluded Robbins, Jacob Wendt, Hobbs
and Caden Bouwkamp and their win-
ning time was 1:40.69.

An exhausted Fenton and August
Stock finished their nights in the
4x100. They were joined by Hobbs and
Wendt and that group won the race in
45.3 seconds.

Jones, Robbins, Olson and Hobbs
won the 4x200 in 1:35.02 and the shut-
tle hurdle relay team of Fenton, Olson,
Stock and Gavin Van Gorp finished
second in 1:04.56. Pleasantville edged
the Mustangs with a time of 1:04.33.

The 4x800 relay finished third with
Carson Hansen, Joe Shaver, Riley Gra-
ber and Gavin DeRaad. They were
clocked in 9:10.06.

Jones, Bouwkamp and Olson all were
third in an individual event and the
Mustangs grabbed double points in the
shot put, discus and 400 hurdles.

Jones finished third in the 100 (11.51)
and fifth in th 200 (23.19), Bouwkamp
ended up third in the 400 in 53.76 and
Olson was third in the 400 hurdles in
1:00.12. Fenton scored points in the
event, too, as he was fifth in 1:00.89.

Bussan and Clark finished 4-5 in the
discus with throws of 100-4 and 100-
2, respectively. Coby DeRaad ended
up fourth in the 3,200 with a time of
11:56.86 and Van Gorp came in fourth
in the long jump with a leap of 18-8.

One win leads Mustangs
to sixth at EBF

EDDYVILLE — One victory and two
second- and third-place finishes high-
lighted PCM’s day at the EBF Rocket
Relays on April 25.

The Mustangs won the 4x200 relay,
grabbed the silver medal in the distance
medley relay and scored 76 points in
sixth place.

Due to their Senior Trip, the Mus-
tangs did not have the services of their
seniors for this meet.

PCM’s 4x200 relay team included
Wendt, Robbins, Olson and Jones and
they finished in 1:34.37.

The runner-up distance medley re-
lay team featured Carter Burns, Jack
Jungling, Gabe Hobbs and Joe Shaver
and they completed the race in 4:04.95.

Robbins, Jones, Wendt and Hobbs
teamed up to finish third in the sprint
medley relay. They finished in 1:39.97.

The Mustangs scored double points
in the long jump and shot put.

In the long jump, Gavin Van Gorp
was second in 19-7 and Wendt placed
fifth in 18-1.

Bussan (42-8 1/2) and Clark (41-6
3/4) were 4-5 in the shot put, Van Gorp
finished third in the 110 high hurdles
in 16.12 seconds and Riley Graber ran
57.6 in the 400 to place fifth.

Host EBF edged Pella Christian to
win the meet championship with 128
points. The Eagles were second with
124 and the rest of the top five was
Chariton (107), Davis County (106)
and Knoxville (99).

PCM (76), East Marshall (56) and
Colfax-Mingo (35) completed the field.

Classified Ads Get Results

The City of Monroe is seeking qualified

applicants for the position of a GENERAL
MAINTENANCE EMPLOYEE.

MONROE

AT THE CROSSROADS

PCM Explorer
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In Print & Online « 641-792-3121 ads@myprairiecitynews.com

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

Position will be responsible for assisting with park and

cemetery maintenance, street maintenance, water and CUI-I Ax

wastewater systems, and many other duties as assigned. |OWA

Minimum qualifications are: high school diploma or i
Employment Opportunities

GED, valid driver's license and CDL. After one year
of employment, employee will be required to get Water SEASONAL CITY EMPLOYEES -MOWING,
WEED EATING, GENERAL LABOR

Distribution and Wastewater Treatment Certifications.

Salary will be determined based on qualifications. . — i . -

Applications are available at the Monroe City Hall or online at fThe City of Colfax (an EQE participant) 'Sftak'“g applications

www.MonroelA.com or seasonal employees. Requirements for the positions are:
: * : e Must be 18 years old

e Driver’s License

Please send resume and completed application to Monroe
City Hall, PO Box 370, Monroe, IA 50170. Applications e Dependable and able to work with little supervision
are due hy May 26, 2023. The City of Monroe is an Equal Mowing and weed eating $12.50 per hour.

Mowing only $10.00 per hour.

Opportunity Employer.
Equal Opportunity Employer
Email cityclerk@colfaxia.gov for application or call
515-674-4096 and an application will be mailed to you.
Position will be open until filled.

Delivery Drivers
Newton Furniture has Full-time and Part-time

delivery driver positions open.
please apply in person at

Newton Furniture

Applications should be mailed to
PO Box 370, Monroe, IA 50170

641-792-3100
2400 1st Ave E, Newton

O

or delivered to City Hall at 206 W. Sherman Street.
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