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Rejoice, for Highland has 
finally conquered their fear of 
the net, ripping a shot into the 
open net to score its first goal, 
four weeks into the season, off 
the foot of sophomore, Angel 
Avendano. Those in attendance 
rocked the quaint stadium, 
breathing new life into the 
Highland Huskies, giving them 
all the momentum and shoot-
ing two more times with qual-
ity chances but being stifled.

Even though Highland 
lost to the Mid-Prairie Golden 
Hawks 9-1, there were a lot of 
smiles and joyous celebration 
after the game. It’s Highland’s 
first goal scored since Thurs-
day, Apr. 21, 2022, in a 5-2 win 
over Sigourney (also their last 
win). It was a 12-game goalless 
drought for the Huskies.

Mid-Prairie moves to 6-4 on 
the year as Highland drops to 
0-9.

Despite the ending to this 
game sparking celebration, the 
first half was more of the same 
for the Highland squad which 
spend most of their time in the 
defensive end facing the wrath 
of Mid-Prairie senior, Owen 
Trimpe, who has been on a tear 
as of late, scoring six goals in 
the previous two games before 
this one.

Trimpe would score anoth-
er two goals in this game, with 
plenty more chances.

Despite a few rare moments 
of offensive life for the Huskies, 
they spent most of the first half 
in their own zone. Despite this, 
they did play a tight defensive 
game, closing in but never col-
lapsing against the Hawks and 
not giving away any big break-
aways, something the Hawks 
are privy to.

The first goal came just over 
ten minutes in, Trimpe’s first. 
Two minutes later, Highland 
had their best chance in the 
first half for a goal, rushing 
down the field and taking an 
easy shot at the net. 

After a few moments of 
peace, Mid-Prairie had a 3-0 
run with the help of Highland. 
First, a goal by junior Joe Hall. 
Then, junior Tucker Miller’s 
first out of two. Just a minute 
later and the Hawks were con-
trolling play right in front of 

the Huskie net. A pass came 
in from the side of the net and 
Highland junior, Remington 
Fields, tried to grab posses-
sion of the ball and shoot it out 
of bounds to stop the bleeding. 
Instead, he bounced the ball 
right into his net, an own goal 
with sophomore goalie, Ayden 
Havel, not expecting the shot at 
all.

With ten minutes left in 
the first half, Trimpe scored 
his second. Highland already 
brings a physical game to the 
table. After the Trimpe goal 
made the score 5-0, they amped 
their physicality, especially ju-
nior Jack Peiffer, who on more 
than one occasion, found lever-
age and laid out Mid-Prairie 
Hawks, leaving them in the 
dust.

His physical play sparked 
two penalty kicks for the Hawks 
at the tail-end of the first with 
senior Noah Ford converting 
the first one and junior Saw-
yer Hough banking the second. 
Both shooters went far right 
and snuck the ball past a diving 
Havel.

Entering the second half, 
the score was 7-0 in favor of the 
Golden Hawks. Highland bat-
tened down the hatches in the 
second half, defensively. The 
Hawks did play some of its sub-

stitutions, but Highland played 
a much better game. From 
game one, coach Dylan Stewart 
knew his team was a second 
half team. They just need to 
find a way to play better in that 
first frame.

Havel made some really 
good saves in the second half, 
whether he was diving on the 
ground, jumping up or leaving 
the net when necessary to col-
lect a loose ball, he played well.

Highland exerted their first 
offensive pressure about 26 
minutes into the half. It was not 
sustained but it was a peek into 
the near future.

16 minutes left into the 
half and Mid-Prairie brought 
back their starters, potentially 
a move to help them end the 
game quicker, or just get them 
some more playing time. Mid-
Prairie sophomore, Jacob Fly-
nn, took a shot that hit the back 
of the net to give the Hawks a 
golden 8-0 lead. 21 seconds later 
and Mid-Prairie’s Miller drew 
a penalty. As Highland formed 
a wall to shield the shot, Mill-
er adjusted, took a shot that 
glanced the top of the net and 
stayed in, a tremendous goal 
for the junior to give the Hawks 
a nine-goal lead, one shy of let-
ting them go home early. 

This is when Highland’s glo-

rious run began. Havel made 
some more saves and with 5:47 
left, Fields redeemed his own 
goal by setting up Avendano 
with an empty net easy goal, 
the first of the year.

This led to a five-minute 
run where Highland easily 
controlled play, holding their 
heads up high in confidence 
like not seen before during this 
season.

GAME STATS

1 2 Total
Mid-Prairie 7 2 9
Highland 0 1 1
   
MID-PRAIRIE SCORING: Owen Trimpe 2, 
Tucker Miller 2, Sawyer Hough 1, Joe Hall 
1, Noah Ford 1.
MID-PRAIRIE ASSISTS: Trimpe 1, Miller 1, 
Beau Flynn 1.
MID-PRAIRIE SAVES: Jacob Flynn SV 1; 
Dylan Henry SV 2, GA 1.
HIGHLAND SCORING: Angel Avendano 1.
HIGHLAND ASSISTS: Remington Fields 1.
HIGHLAND SAVES: Ayden Havel SV 12, 
GA 9.

HIGHLAND  VS MEDIAPOLIS 4/17

They almost had it. The 
Highland Huskies traveled to 
Mediapolis to take on the num-
ber four ranked Bulldogs in 

1A competition. The Highland 
Huskies forced double over-
time before the Bulldogs scored 
the winning goal to send High-
land home with a 0-10 record. 
It is clear that the goal scored 
by Avendano against Mid-
Prairie breathed new life into 
the Highland squad, scoring 
another goal here and compet-
ing with one of the best teams 
in the state at the 1A level. 
Sophomore, Logan McFarland, 
scored the goal for the Huskies.

Sophomore, Ayden Havel 
had a brilliant game at net, 
with 26 saves and only two 
goals allowed in the span of 
four periods.

Despite Highland’s strug-
gles the past few seasons, they 
have always played Mediapo-
lis tough. Last season in a sea 
of mercy rule games, Highland 
lost to Mediapolis 5-0. In fact, 
five goals are the most Mediap-
olis has ever scored against 
Highland going back to 2014. 
Mediapolis has won six match-
ups in a row.

Before this game, Mediapo-
lis went four straight games 
without allowing a goal and 
have only surrendered six 
goals total on the year. Despite 
this, three of their last five wins 
were just 1-0 affairs with a 10-0 
win sprinkled in.

Highland played a tight de-
fensive game and just needed to 
find their offensive drive. Scor-
ing two goals in a span of two 
games, their offense is finally 
waking up despite only two 
shots on goal in this affair.

Highland’s next matchup is 
at home against the Burlington 
Notre Dame Nikes on Tuesday, 
May 2. The Nikes are coming 
off of four straight wins with-
out allowing a goal after start-
ing their season 0-2. This is a 
prime chance for the Huskies 
to ride momentum to take their 
first win of the year.

1 2 3 4 Total
Highland 0 1 0 0 1
Mediapolis 0 1 0 1 2

   
HIGHLAND SCORING: Logan McFarland 1.
HIGHLAND SAVES: Ayden Havel SV 26, 
GA 2.
MEDIAPOLIS SCORING: Carl Hines 1, 
Lance Ludens 1.
MEDIAPOLIS ASSISTS: Ludens 1.
MEDIAPOLIS SAVES: Drew Miller SV 2, GA 
1.
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Left, Hillcrest’s Josiah Beachy tees off at a golf dual in Columbus on April 20th. Right, Hillcrest’s Liam Schrock prepares to take a mighty swing during a dual on April 20th.
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Center, Highland sophomore, Angel Avendano, carries the ball to center feild after scoring the first High-
land goal of the season in a game on Tuesday, April 25th against the Mid-Prairie Golden Hawks.

Ravens shoot season low score to stay unbeaten

Huskies fly high after first goal of season

BY GIOVANNI CORONEL
The News

NORTH ENGLISH

Continuing to stack up wins 
the Hillcrest golf team remains 
undefeated after traveling to 
North English to compete at 
the Knoll Ridge Country Club 
against Keota and English Val-
leys in a Triangular on April 
25. 

The Ravens stood tall over 
its competition at the triangu-
lar, winning with a season best 
team score of 156. Not only was 
shooting a 156 impressive only 
looking at this season, but it be-
gins to look even more impres-
sive when looking at Hilcrest’s 
golfing history. 

“IMS/Hillcrest golf fans, 
you may have to go back to the 
IMS Phil Ropp and Jim Miller 

golf era to find scores as low as 
what were shot tonight,” Hill-
crest coach Phil Schintler said 
about the Ravens’ impressive 
outing. “The Ravens shot lights 
out with a team score of 156. 
Host English Valleys finished 
third with a 184 while Keota 
finished second in the triangu-
lar with a 169.”

Finishing number one over-
all out of 18 golfers was Hill-
crest freshman Rowan Miller. 
The medalist of the triangular 
Miller shot an even par round 
of 36 to secure first place. He 
ended the triangular sinking in 
two birdies and five pars. 

“Everything was pretty 
well rounded. I was hitting 
them straight off the tee and 
if I missed my approach shot 
I was able to get up and down 
for par,” Miller told KCII after 

the triangular. “Hole five, a par 
three, I missed the green to the 
right on the fringe and was able 
to chip in for the birdie. That 
was a good start to the day.”

Along with nabbing first 
place the Ravens were able to 
secure three of the four top 
spots of the triangular. 

Hillcrest senior Jace Rem-
pel finished in third place. He 
was one stroke short of second 
place and ended the triangu-
lar with a score of 38. Hillcrest 
sophomore Liam Schrock 
would complete the trifecta of 
Ravens in the top four with a 
score of 39. Liam’s score would 
earn him fourth place, just 
one stroke better than the fifth 
place score of 40.

“Three golfers under 40, a 
score lower than 156 and a med-
alist all in one meet hasn’t been 

accomplished in a triangular in 
probably at least two decades,” 
Schintler said.

Hillcrest 164, WMU 173
With an unblemished re-

cord in tow the Ravens traveled 
to the Twin Lakes Golf Course 
to battle against the Winfield-
Mt. Union Wolves in a South-
east Iowa Super Conference 
dual on April 27. 

Still not ready to tarnish its 
perfect record, Hillcrest came 
out on top over the Wolves with 
a final score 164-173. This win 
improved Hillcrest’s record to 
8-0 on the season and a 7-0 re-
cord in conference play. 

Shooting a one under par 
35 to earn dual medalist hon-
ors was Hillcrest senior Luke 
Schrock, this score would also 

serve as his new personal best. 
On route to his dual leading 
score Luke made three birdies 
and four pars.

Starting to find more con-
sistency in this later part of the 
season Hillcrest senior Jace 
Rempel shot a 41 to earn third 
place. Rempel would make 
five pars to reach his final 
score.    	

Three Ravens tied for fifth 
place. Freshman Rowan Mill-
er, sophomore Seth Ours, and 
sophomore Liam Schrock all 
finished this dual with a score 
of 44. 

Coming up Hillcrest will be 
traveling to the Green Acres 
Country Club to compete in the 
8-school Central Lee Invitation-
al on May 6.


