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REMEMBERING 125 YEARS AGO - PART 3

SC Pauls ]

Lutheran Church in Ute

This is a picture of 5t. Paul's on Dedication Day in 1917,

Thiz Is a plcture of the orginal 5t. Paul's church. it was declcated
on February 10, 1901,

L Paul's 125th Steering Committes - Front Row: Lynatta Thies, Karen McCall, Tanls
‘Watke, and Darlena Mohr. Back Row: John Thies, Emily Sorensen, Pastor Peltsch,

Tammy Bramley, Gary McCall, Bruce Mohr, and John Grader,

Anniversary

'.'Il

St. Paul’s, from page 1

Several lundraisers have been held throughour 2023, They included meals
before Lenten services, bake sales, Grateful Heart comcert, soup cookaff,
serving Memonal Day lunch at the Semor Center, church in the park fesl=
lowed by a”A& Pie in the Face®™ contest. T-shirts featuring St. Paul's logo were
designed by John Thies and are available to purchase,

Pastor Mathan said they held a variety of activities to get evervone involved.

All ;{il’lx to St Pauls “Peany Fund™ will be divided betwesn two Thank
Offerings:

1) Lutheran Family Servioe of Towsa parovides adoplion Servioes, pregnancy
help. marriage counseling. mental health support, and counseling for behav-
ioral 1gsueg, L!:l:'l:.' childhood development and more,

2.} 5t. Pauls Jeremiah Fund-encourages and provides spiritual growth
opporiunilies o the youth of 50 Paul, LUite (vouth, elementary, junior high,
high school and college lovels).

These gifts will be presented as a specal Thanks Offerings with thanks
and praise to God for 125 years of His grace, mercy and blessings upon the
congregalion and iks members,

Bruce Mohr said the church also put together o new"pictorial* directory of
Lhe congriegalion, I'4|I!||'.l.'i|1;{ a“Pack the Church”™ service in April, members
gathered at the front of the church for a group picture.

Following their LESth theme of Slesus Christ s (he same :n;'sh:'nll;.l:,' cend
today and temorrow,” Hobrews [3:8, the committees organized three special
gErvioes for 2023

On May 21, former Pastor Marcus Manley was the guest preacher with his
sermon’s focus on “Yesterday™ (past), A potluck meal followed worship, to
allow members time for fellowship with former Pastor Manley.

Lin .I||I:|.' E8, Pastor Nathan gave his Sermon an "'ﬁuluy" (present) al i
Faul's outdoor worship service at the Ute Park.The 128th Steering Committes
F!‘.“i,‘d 'I:-l,lrgl,lr.w ang kot qu:gx There
were games for the Kids and adults
with a special game of “Pie in the
Face.” Pastor Peitsch, President Johmn
Greder, Head Elder Bruce Maoahr and
125th secretary'high school senior
Emily Sorensen all @gol several paesin
the face as part of a 125th lundraiser.,

Oin Angast 20, Rev. Dir, Steve Turner,
lowa District West President, will
be given the sermon on the church
“Tomarrow ™ {fuiure).

“OUR MEMEBERS HAVE
ASTRONG DESIRE

TO PRESERVE WHAT
COD TS DOING IN OUR

COMMUNITY.”
PASTOR NATHAN PEITSCH

Changes over the past 25 years

21, Paul’s Luthersn Church has seen miany |;'h:_|11g_1,::1 and faced miany chal-
lenges in the last 25 years. God has blessed the church in many ways. For
@ small town that ence has five churches, 56 Paul's is the only remaining
chureh in Ute.

MO all ssudd, " Owver the YIRS, 51, Paul, ke s0 many l;\-;,:ungrl,j."ul:irmx nalicmn-
wide, has had their share of challenges. Membership has decreased over the
wisirs, budgets continee to increase and Pastor shortages are nationwide
However, God continues has continued to bless 5t. Paul with faithful Pastors,
member's Bathial suppaor anmd conbinue o offer thewr serace 1o our Lol
and 5t. Paul in various ways."™

&1 Paul Chureh Council - Front Row: Lois Gredes, Steve Gust, Audrey Gust, and Rick
Knuth. Middle Row: Bruce Mahr, Deanna Sorenson, Tammy Bramley, Pastor Nathan
Peitach, and John Greder. Back Row: Jim Thies, Gary Goslar, Gary McCall, Andrew
Kuhlmann, and John Thies.

The Mapleton Press | www.mapletonpress.com

St. Paul Special

Thursday, August 17,2023 | Page 7

—— - ) I
- it & [l
& |
. . ? 7
, ' St Paul’s /4
; E-| - g ]
»r % -
- | h} Schedule
s - Loy |
: & August 18-20, 2023
: | ¢ r ’ - M
I 1| Eriday, August 18.-7:00 PM
| Open Time Capsule, Pubdic Veleawne
rev | . Cream Social, on lawn - —
:'_I‘L.‘“ :': Paul's Historical Information & Arulacts
= I
\ faud an display inside churn
F 3 - Eanl_fda.}',_éﬂﬁ'“zuﬂ -_ELHII_PE!!. D
| ¢ Ute Fun Day’s Parade Replica of 5t. 1 aul’s Chureh
| | . ; k- in Parade
‘\ L " ‘ : - o &P?&Atﬁﬂ hip Service with guest speaker,
\ | : : ]“:H?Hﬂ:h? --1]1.-:.1'"-. ;!:I.H le;r Turner )
T, 3 = - '_ ' -'.Il-\., .II
; : 11:30 AM 125th Anmiversary Dinner-Salkey’s Glhucket

5St. Paul has pictures of each confirmation class. In the past 25 years, 82
students have been confirmed.

Pastor Mathan Peitsch, who has served at St. Poul's for five years. said for
example, he can’t drve himEell bat e hag a list of volunteer drivers fram
the church that are willing to drive him to whatever ministry things he needs
b0 ged to :|1|:|-.'-.|;|:il::_|'| visils, nursing home, shut-in visits, funeral mesing, etc),

“Our members hove a strong desire to preserve what God is doing in our
communiy,” Pastar Mathan sand 11 is encourag@ing to see how much people
desire to be a part of this church.”

The church 1% an i'rr|.|:|||:rtu11:| piart af the |;1:.n1n'|l||.n:il_=.- et Gn I.'" |:|-‘|T4_=|-in!.'|I !':Lund:u:..'
worship service but they hold Bible Study, Sunday Schoel, Youth Group, Youth
Lt hering, Confirmateon classes, and in the summer, Vacation Bible Schonl,

The 125th steering committee said, "What a blessing Pastor Mathan and
bs F;,:mill\" hivv been 06 our 1,'-;!-I'Igﬂ_‘gil;|i.l1n,-

Five of the eight members on the 125th steering committes, numerows
others within 50 Faul's @general membership, e o great grandtather™who
helped found St. Paul in 1885,

Like every h:l.il-ljing, the church has recerved a number of imprlwl:mrnu
in the past 25 years.

Soamee of the projects have inchaded:; new steps and sidewalks out front, Trees
trimmed and cut down, new carpet on outside steps, new Live-Streaming
caméers and l;'|;|l||ir.|m-:_:r|.l. i n.iII!.‘: |14:r'||:_' wnd lighl mnstalled, wormen'™s bathroom
downstairs was updated, new paraments purchased, new communion ware,
new rool pul on overflow room and an elevator was installed in 2003,

Technology has also changed in the church in the past 25 years. Recent
addditions of modern I;-q,:n:_'hnl:r'lqrg:-' include: live :‘;1r\v|,--1'|r|'.\|in$ll |,'1'||:|:_|I:-i|'i|'i|;::<, CONIT-
puters, printers, software programs, utilization of group text messages and
“Eoom” conferences for meetings has provided innovative and positive
changes within the church.

W b OV i 2020 cancelled in Person services, Pastor Mathan started
live steaming service on his cell phone so members could watch at home.
The church moved oo Video cumners 1o stréam the services and now they
have a mounted camera in the back to stream the service live on Facebook
everny Sunday,

Pastor Mathan said, "It was important
Lo continue to have these services during
these time as God's word speaks to us

CONGRATULATIONS, St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church on your 125th Anniversary

Free to Publiz, at Ute Town & Loouniry

in the midst of all situations we find
irse lves in.”

N - L}

He alsoe started "Drive-Up Commu- St. Paul’s
nbon” during COVID, where members Lutheran Church
could pull up to the church in their car
[ Feceve Commuman. Pastor Nathan WMBERS
offered this for almost two yeuars, now 1998-20025
il ome would still like to“drive-up” for .
communion, they call Pastor o set up Baptisms.....ccousannes 73
a neme and e meels (hem ourside of Marsi 5. |
the church. 8

The steering commiliee thanks St Confirmations. ... B2
Paul's membership, area businesses
and non-members of our s rounding Funerals....o.. 149

community for supporting our fund-
raisers throughout this year,
Pastor Mathan said, “Our congrega-
ton remains strong and we pray that if will remain that way,”™

History of
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

18w 1 e Date symmer of 1898 on the oocasion of & mission festival af
Charter Oak, that Engwer Petersen and Claus Knutzen, Sr., farmers living
in the vicinity of Lite, approached the Bev, A, Amstein, pastor af the Charter
Ok congregation, with the request to conduct services in the town of Ure.

PFastor Amsten readily consented 10 do so, and sha |rrl:..' thereafler the frsd
Lutheran service was held in Ute. This was an September 5, 1898, at the
Methodist church, Thred months [ater, on December 11, an organizational
meeting was held and at constitution adopted, which was signed by thirteen
membiErs, sevin r:.ii;ni.n!."I thit VETY ll,!il:r'.. z1x more in the course of the next
three weeks. The names of the charter members and the order in which
they affisced their signatures follow; Engwer Petersen, Henry Bretfthaoer, Sr.,
George Brandt, H.D. Lehmberg, Claus Knutzen, Sr., Peter Mohr, F. Mueller,
1 |1,'11r:,.' Godbersen, Dretrich Mahler, Herman Martensen, Carl Jehsen, D,
Bramstedt, and Fred Thies, Sr.

Pastor Amsted served the congregation in 1899 for a salary of 356,

Worship services were conducted in the bethodist Church until October of
15549, at that fime the voloers ;l.w.'rmhl:q' devded o pun:_'hum,: a lat in the 1'EI':' of
Ute for §125 and build a new church. The church would be named St. Paul's
Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Missouri Synod. Plans were fommulated
and construction was begun. February 10, 1901 is the date on which the new
church wias dedicated to serace of the Triwne God

The services that began in 1898 met a great need in the Ute community,
membership grew quickly, s0 much that the existing church could longer
acoommodate the increased number of Sunday worshipers. 56 Paul then
resolved fo erect o la TEeT church I'_|||i|-:|.i11H_ and I'.i|.il n% sind construction of thiE
new church (at the present location) were begun in the spring of 1916, One
March 4. 1917, the new church was dedicuted 1o the Lond’s Service,

PASTORS WHO SERVED ST. PAUL’S IN UTE, IOWA
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Rev. &, Amstein: 1898-1911, Rev. Reinhold Amstein: 1911-1919, Rev. Carl Krog: 1920-1932,
Rev. Elmer H. Widmann: 1932-1837, Rev. Hugo Hieting: 1937-1959, Rev. E.T. Lange: 1960-1972,
Rev. Robert J. Leege: 1972-1987, Rev. Edgar W. Bode: 1988-2000; Rev. Edward Brandt: 2002-
2011; Rev. Marcus Manley: 2012-2017; Rev. Nathan Peitsch 2018-Present

Some Vacancy Pastors Who Have Assisted Through The Years: Rev. E. Schwidder, Rew.
Schlegeimilch, Rev. Hoemann, Rev, Greene, Rev. Gebhardt; Rev. Buckholz and Rev. Laboube

42 Main 5t. - Charter Oak, 1A - (712) 678-3567 - www.staleyscatering.com

{ CATERING WITH A TOUCH OF CLASS

Weddings - Business Meetings - Reunions - Fundraisers

Staley’s Food Service, Inc.

Rick & Allen Staley

)

UTE COMMUNITY

Congratulations 5t. Paul’s Lutheran Church
on your 125th Anniversary!
“Fesus Christ [5 fee rame pesterdoy and today and fomarrow™

Congratulations
St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church
on 125 Years!

Sue Kelm & Mina Leitz | Phone; 712-885-2681
103 East Main Street | Ute, lowa 51060

The first event held as part of the 125th celebration was
a chili-coockolf in February.

I. !
Im May, the first of three Special Worship Services as

Pastor Manley gave a sermon on the “Yesterday” (past)
part of the church.

Ir July, thiy hald & Sendics in the Park with a meal follaw.
ing and had a pie in the tace lundraizer,

R, Nathan Peitsch came to 51 Paul's in 2018 dlang with
his family: wite, Megan and children: Micah, Jogiah and
Hanmah.

HOMEGROWN BEEF FROM
THE HEARTLAND

y Phone: 712.269.9763

124 Franklin St. | Dow City

glcbeef.com | glebeef@gmail com
Hours | Wed-Fri 10-6; Sat-Sun 10-2




