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March Spring Special

(515) 795-7069 
kguardiowa.com

Free Installation Labor
0% Interest with  

No Payments for 12 Months
Financing with approved credit. Expires 3/31/23

•  #1 Rated and Largest Leaf 
Free Gutter System on the 
market

•  Handles 40% more water 
than our leading competition

•  Doesn’t mount underneath 
roof shingles

•  Custom made on site of .032” 
seamless aluminum

Leaf Free Gutter System
From A Family  
You Can Trust

LEAF FREE GUTTER SYSTEM

ADM. Just $8.00
(10 & under free)

3-day re-entry stamp

FREE PARKING
Free Shuttle Bus 

Service from North 
Parking Lot on 
both Fri. & Sat.

Nov. 19-21
VARIED INDUSTRIES BLDG. 
IOWA STATE FAIRGROUNDS

DES MOINES, IOWA
Fri. 5-9; Sat. 9-5; Sun. 10-4

   A Fantastic shopping event. 

IOWA’S LARGEST       

Bring This Ad to Show For $1 Off Adm.

Over300ExhibitorsARTS
& Crafts
SHOW

Bring This Ad to Show For $1 Off Adm.

Where You Can Buy That 
Quality, Handmade Product 

Callahan Promotions, Inc.  563-652-4529
To Purchase Discounted Advance 

Admission Tickets and For A Chance 
To Win $50 Gift Certificates Visit Our 

Facebook Page At 
Callahan Promotions, Inc.

November 18-20

Callahan Promotions, Inc. 563-357-1986

March 10-12

ADM: Just $7.00

Callahan Promotions, Inc. 
563-357-1986

250

APY*

12-month CD

4.65%
$1,000 MIN. BALANCE

Smart Savers
Save with Veridian

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. APY is accurate as of 1/30/2023 and is subject to change. Interest on CDs is compounded quarterly. APY is
subject to change after account is opened. Interest rate locked when account is opened except for bump-up CDs, which can be converted to 
higher rate once during their terms. Penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal, and fees could reduce earnings on account. Other rates an
terms available. Withdrawal of earnings could reduce APY. Membership required to open a CD and is subject to qualifications and a minimum
$5 share deposit. Federally insured by NCUA.

Open a CD today.
veridiancu.org/CD

“We are currently in the 
cafeteria having to roll mats 
out,” wresting coach and ac-
tivities director Erin Hume 
said “Before that we were a 
one-mat wrestling room in a 
renovated barn.”

If that wasn’t enough, there 
is also space for indoor bat-
ting cages for those looking 
to get in some hitting practice 
when the weather turns cold.

“One of the biggest things 
with the addition is to try 
to help every athlete, every 
sport,” Hume said.

Along with the students, 
the community is also a big 
part of the project. The new 
walking/running track and 
the fitness room will be open 
to the Colfax-Mingo commu-
nity to use, with details on 
when and how the space will 
be available.

The centerpiece of the proj-
ect, the gym, is large enough 
for two basketball courts with 

the bleachers pushed in. The 
flooring will feature a two-
tone look with the key a dark-
er shade and the bleachers 
will be tigerhawk blue.

“To me to has a bigger 
school feel,” Hume said. 
“When you walk in it feels 
like you are at a much larger 
school than Colfax-Mingo.”

The gym project is the sec-
ond phase of the $12 million 
bond passed in November 
2019. Even before the first 
phase, featuring the new 1,200 
seat football stadium, was 

complete, work was underway 
to get the next piece going.

Besides the gym, a new 
parking lot on the north side 
of the building is planned. 
Also, funds from the bond 
were used for improvements 
at the elementary school, in-
cluding restroom renovations, 
exterior ramps, steps and rail-
ings and flooring and ceiling 
work.

At the high school, HVAC 
improvements were made 
along with exterior masonry 
work. Safety and security at all 

district buildings were also a 
focus of funds from the bond.

Even with some delays the 
plan is to have the building 
substantially complete in late 
April in time to host gradua-
tion. When the time comes to 
officially open the doors, an 
open house will be planned to 
welcome the public to see the 
amazing space now available 
to not only students but the 
entire community.

“We want the facility to get 
used,” Salmon said. “We are 
excited.”

Jamee A. Pierson/Jasper County Tribune
The fitness and weight center will have a beautiful view of the football stadium through 
new floor-to-ceiling windows.

Jamee A. Pierson/Jasper County Tribune
A second level walking track is sure to be a popular piece of the gym addition at C-M 
High School.
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So yeah … That’s all it 
is. Just publishing the 
max that we can.”

Some of the worry 
from citizens could be 
linked to a recent inci-
dent in Warren Coun-
ty where hundreds of 
residents read reports 
that their property tax-
es would be increasing 
by 80 percent, WHO 
13’s Roger Riley report-
ed. The Warren County 
Board of Supervisors 
held a meeting to dis-
cuss the issue.

According to county 
documents, the maxi-
mum property tax dol-
lars for general county 
services for FY24 shall 
not exceed $13,993,186, 

and the maximum 
property tax dollars 
for rural county ser-
vices shall not exceed 
$4,273,191. All three 
supervisors approved 
the resolution.

Newton News fol-
lowed up with Talsma 
after the supervisors 
meeting to talk more 
in-depth about the 
county’s tax levy. Be-
cause Jasper County has 
shifted to a more long-
term approach and was 
able to drop its capital 
projects levy, he is opti-
mistic the board will be 
able to hold the overall 
dollar amount the same.

“How exactly the levy 
rate is going to be affect-
ed, I don’t know yet,” he 
said. “We’ll try to do 
what we’ve done the last 
three years, which is as 

the valuation increases 
we drop our levy rate 
down in accordance to 
where we’re taking in 
pretty close to the same 
dollar amount we were 
three years ago.”

The reason the coun-
ty has taken this ap-
proach, Talsma added, 
is because if the county 
is going to raise prop-
erty taxes it is going to 
be “upfront and honest 
about it” and explain to 
citizens why it is taking 
in more. The county is 
not going to “arbitrari-
ly” take in more prop-
erty taxes when valua-
tions increase.

“I think that’s the re-
sponsible way to do it 
and the way we’re sup-
posed to do it.”

Which is a stance 
Talsma said he has re-
ceived flak for, with 
some arguing that while 
the city and school 
districts took in more 
taxes after valuations 
increased the county 
decided not to and will 
inevitably have to raise 
its levy in the future. 
Talsma agreed one day 
he will have to, and he 
will be upfront about it.
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The department served up Ron’s 
signature potato soup, along with the 
firehouse chili, which is also his rec-
ipe. It was a group effect to put the 
fundraiser on and it was smooth sail-
ing throughout the event.

“The members bring the relish 
and desserts and the department and 
association does the chili and potato 
soup,” Smith said.

Running on free-will donation, 
the event typically brings in $4,000 

to $5,000, 
funds used 
to keep the 
department 
up-to-date 
on ever-im-
portant 
equipment.

“We are 
upgrading 
equipment 
along with 
working on 

trying to buy a new ambulance and 
fire truck. We have a couple of grants 
and will need to match the funds 
on those,” Smith said. “Also new air 
packs and batteries; there is all kinds 
of stuff. We just got all new air packs 
so we need batteries and face masks 
so our guys can use them.”

He said they are also working to 
add storm sirens on the north side 
of town to help alert those at Quarry 
Springs Park.

“We have a few but they don’t cov-
er way out north like we would like 
them to,” Smith said.

Even with the flyer reading a 5 
p.m. start, people started rolling in as 
early as 4:30 p.m. to get their soup. 
The firefighters kept busy refilling the 
dessert table, putting out new veggies 
and loading up the soup when they 
started to scrape the bottom.

What started as a fundraiser for 
a new fire station has continued to 
help the department 30 years later. 
With the prices of equipment quick-
ly growing with no end in sight, the 
community coming together to help 
out the local volunteers is an example 
of citizens looking out for each other.

Jamee A. Pierson/Jasper County Tribune
The crowd is happy to be back together after a couple of years of drive-thru soup 
service for the annual Colfax Fire Department Soup Supper.

Soup Supper
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