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quire parental permission for
students to check the books
out. Horsley suggests giv-
ing school administration
the support and freedom to
set the objective standards
forlibrary books that come
into question by community
members.

School Board President
Cindy Johnson said she
agrees with the compro-
mise of allowing parental
permission to check out li-
brary books deemed ques-
tionable, but defended the
value of one book in ques-
tion: “Tricks” by Ellen Hop-
kins. The book is about five
troubled teenage characters
and addresses topics of sexu-
ality and drug use.

Johnson said she has a
grandchild who finds hope
in the book and said the text
speaks to his experiences of
having parents with drug
addictions. She said while
thebookis “nasty,” the story
is also a cautionary tale.

“Ellen Hopkins’ books are
brutal. They’re awful. But,
they’re speaking a truth to
kids that you don’t know, and
I'm glad that you don’thave
that issue in your home,”
Johnson said, speaking to
the audience at the Monday
night meeting.

Horsley said while he can
see how some kids mayiden-
tify with the books in ques-
tion, he doesn’t believe it’s
appropriate to have those
books in the library as he
feels they contain too graph-
ic of descriptions and could
“lead one or two kids down
a bad path.” He also cited
board policy regarding the
appropriate use of school
computers.

“We’re worried about
pictures and graphics and
things hitting a computer,
but right up in a kid’s head
there’s a pretty good graphic
going on when they’re read-
ing some of that material,”
Horsley said.

He added he wants to sup-
port public education and
believes the school district
should take hard action to
put standards in place to ad-
dress the issue, especially
due to the Iowa Legislature
considering the implementa-
tion of private school vouch-
ersin the cominglegislative
session.

“We need people to have
reasons to stay in public edu-
cation,” Horsley said. “If we
don’t have some standards
here, we're getting more peo-
ple to say, ‘I want avoucher, I
want to go somewhere else.”

School board member On-
ica Ulveling said she doesn’t
think there’s an easy way to
define a standard or a line
where some books are okay
to be checked out by anyone
or if a book should require
parental permission, butalso
said that doesn’t mean that
restriction can’t or shouldn’t
be implemented.

“One parent’s choice over
what their child sees, reads
and listens to does not ex-
tend to my choice of what my
child sees, reads and listens
to. Therefore, I'm not in favor
of just taking these books off
of the shelf,” Ulveling said.

She said there are already
policies in place to address
these issues, such as submit-
ting a formal complaint to
reconsider the library books,
and that the committee lead
by Tharaldson who are re-
viewing the books is doing
what needs to be done.

Ulveling also said books
introduce kids to worlds they
wouldn’t otherwise be ex-
posed to.

“Look around thisroom,”
she said. “There is not di-
versity to a great extent in
thisroom and there is some
in our district, but there are
kids that need to be prepared
to go out in the world and
some of these books, some
parents might not want their
kids to read. We don’t get
to say, ‘Well, you can’tread
this book about a transgen-
der child’ or ‘You can’tread
this book about a bisexual
child I'm sorry, you're going
to encounter those people
in the world.”

School board member
Kristen Lundstrom agreed
it’s hard to decide on the
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THE BOOKS IN QUESTION:

“RED HOOD”
by Elana Arnold
Description from
Goodreads.com: “Since
her grandmother became
her caretaker when she
was four years old, Bisou
Martel has lived a quiet
life in a little house in Se-
attle. She’s kept mostly to
herself. She’s been good.
But then comes the night
of homecoming, when she
finds herself running for
her life over roots and be-
tween trees, a fury of claws
and teeth behind her. A
wolf attacks. Bisou fights
back. A new moon rises.
And with it, questions.
About the blood in Bisou’s
pastand on her hands as
she stumbles home. About
broken boys and vicious
wolves. About girls lostin
the woods—frightened,
but not alone.”

standard of what is offen-
sive and what isn’t.

“Everybody’s standards
are different on what’s ap-
propriate and what’s not. It’s
like parenting,” Lundstrom
said. “Some people’s curfews
are midnight, some people’s
curfews are 10. Some don’t
let them go out on school
nights, and some let them
go out every single night.”

She said parents have con-
trol over what their child
reads and if parents don’t
want their child to read a
particular book, then parents
should tell their child to not
check that book out. Lund-
strom also adds if kids are
looking at explicit content in
books, then they are already
doingso on their phones and
computers as well.

Horsley pointed to board
policy 628R1, which refers
to selection of library books,
and asked for clarification
about a particular section
of the policy stating, “Ma-
terial shall be subjected to
a test of literary merit and
reality by the media special-
ists and licensed staff who
will take into consideration
their reading of public and
community standards of
morality.”

“Idon’tknowwhat we use
a test of literary merit, but
that’s why we have people in
theroom here today regard-
inglibrary books, wanting I
think to know a little bit of
abalance, what do we have
for a standard here? What
are we going to have as a
gauge or abenchmark when
somethinghas crossed over
aline?” Horsley said.

Tharaldson said liter-
ary merit is determined by
“many, many things” and
gave examples such as: Does
the book stand the test of
time? Are the charactersre-
alistic? Does the book gen-
erate discussion?

Tharaldson also said that
the Heartland Area Educa-
tion Agency is conducting
an audit of the school dis-
trict’s entire library collec-
tion and will identify what
materials in the library are
outdated as well as suggest
materials thelibrary should
purchase.

No action was taken by
the board Monday night re-
garding policy, as the agen-
daitems were only a policy
discussion.

School board member Kar-
en Friedlein was not present
in-person at the meeting.

HOW LIBRARY BOOKS
ARE RECONSIDERED
Duringa September school
board meeting, Johnson read
astatement directed at Dea
pointing to board policy.
“Tknow that you've been

Summary of concerns
from BookLooks.org:
“This book contains ob-
scene sexual activities;
violence; and profanity.”

“TRICKS”
by Ellen Hopkins

Description from Ama-
zon.com: “Five teenagers
from different parts of the
country. Three girls. Two
guys. Four straight. One
gay. Some rich. Some poor.
Some from great families.
Some with no one at all.
Allliving theirlives as best
they can, but all search-
ing...for freedom, safety;,
community, family, love.
What they don’t expect,
though, is all that can hap-
pen when those powerful
little words “I love you”
are said for all the wrong
reasons.”

Summary of concerns

attending our meetings and
Isuspectyou think that this
is the proper way to address
your concerns and that
supposition is incorrect,”
Johnson said to Dea at the
September school board
meeting.

Johnson then cited school
board policy 630R1, which
outlines the step-by-step
process for reconsideration
of library materials.

The policy states after a
complaint about library ma-
terialsis received, school of-
ficials will first try to solve
theissue informally through
an explanation of the selec-
tion process, criteria to be
met by the library materi-
als and the qualifications of
those selecting the library
material. The individual
may file a formal complaint
ifthey are not satisfied after
consulting school officials,

from BookLooks.org: “This
book contains explicit
sexual activities includ-
ing child rape and abuse;
drug abuse; violence; al-
cohol use; and adult and
child prostitution.”

((SOLD”
by Patricia McCormick

Description from Wiki-
pedia.org: “It tells the story
of a girl from Nepal named
Lakshmi, who is sold into
sexual slavery in India.
The novel is written in a
series of short, vignette-
style chapters, from the
point of view of the main
character.”

Summary of concerns
from BookLooks.org: “This
contains explicit aberrant
sexual activities including
rape of a minor; prosti-
tution; and explicit vio-
lence.”

which requires the submis-
sion of areconsideration re-
quest form that asks ques-
tions such as, ‘What brought
this item to your attention?’
and ‘In your opinion, what
harmful effects upon stu-
dents might result from use
of this item?’

Once the formal com-
plaintis filed, a committee
is formed to reconsider the
material and will make a fi-
nal decision to either make
no removal action, remove
the material or limit the ed-
ucational use of the mate-
rial. The committee would
be made up of: one licensed
employee designated annu-
ally by the superintendent
and/or designee, one media
specialist designated annu-
ally by the superintendent
and/or designee, one mem-
ber of the administrative
team designated annually

by the superintendent and/
or designee, three members
of the community appointed
annually by the board and
two high school students,
selected annually by the
high school principal.

Johnson said at Monday
night’s meeting that the is-
sueis a ‘slippery slope’ and
that policy must be followed
to address the issue.

As of Monday night’s
school board meeting, no
formal request has been
submitted to reconsider
the three library books in
question.

“But, until those are
turnedin, it’s kind of hear-
say,” Johnson said.

GUIDELINES FOR
LIBRARY BOOKS

According to school board
policy 628, library books or
instructional materials are
selected by licensed employ-
ees based on the following:

“—support the education-
al philosophy, goals and ob-
jectives of the school district

— consider the age, emo-
tional development, ability
level, and social development
of students for whom the ma-
terials are selected

— are within the school
district’s budget

— foster respect and ap-
preciation for cultural di-
versity and difference of
opinion

— stimulate growth in
factual knowledge and lit-
erary appreciation

— encourage students to
become decision-makers, to
exercise freedom of thought
and to make independent
judgment through the ex-
amination and evaluation
of relevant information, evi-
dence, and differing view-
points

— portray the variety of
careers, roles, and lifestyles
open to persons of both gen-
ders

— increase an aware-
ness of the rights, duties,
and responsibilities of each
member of a multicultural
society.”

Board policy 628R1 states
material for use inlibraries
and classrooms should meet
the following guidelines:

“A. Religion — Material
shall represent the major
religions in a factual, un-
biased manner. The primary
source material of the ma-
jorreligions shall be consid-
ered appropriate, but mate-
rial which advocates rather
than informs, or is designed

to sway reader judgment re-
garding religion, shall not
be included in the school
libraries or classrooms.

B. Racism — Material shall
present a diversity of race,
custom, culture, and belief
as a positive aspect of the
nation’s heritage and give
candid treatment to unre-
solved intercultural prob-
lems, including those which
involve prejudice, discrimi-
nation, and the undesirable
consequences of withhold-
ing rights, freedom, or re-
spect of an individual.

C. Sexism — Material
shallreflect sensitivity to the
needs, rights, traits and as-
pirations of men and women
without preference or bias.

D. Age — Material shall
recognize the diverse contri-
butions of various age groups
and portray the continuing
contributions of maturing
members of society.

E. Ideology — Material
shall present basic prima-
ry and factual information
on an ideology or philoso-
phy of government which
exerts or has exerted a strong
force, either favorably or un-
favorably, over civilization
or society, past or present.
This material shall not be
selected with the intention
to sway reader judgment and
shall be related to the ma-
turity level of the intended
audience.

F.Profanity and Sex—Ma-
terial shall be subjected to
a test of literary merit and
reality by the media special-
ists and licensed staff who
will take into consideration
their reading of public and
community standards of
morality.

G. Controversial issues
materials will be directed
toward maintaining a bal-
anced collection represent-
ing various views.”

The policy further states,
“The selection decision
should be made on the ba-
sis of whether the material
presents an accurate rep-
resentation of society and
culture, whether the circum-
stances depicted are realisti-
cally portrayed, or whether
the material hasliterary or
social value when the ma-
terial is viewed as a whole.
These guidelines shall not
be construed in such aman-
ner as to preclude materials
which accurately represent
the customs, morals, man-
ners, culture, or society of
a different time or a differ-
ent place.”
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band, Mark, and their four
children: Logan, 13; Elijah,
7; Isabel, 3; and Isaiah, 7
months. Trapolino was hold-
ingIsaiah and also displayed
a“Pray to End Abortion” sign.

Life Chain participants displayed various signs to
traffic along Highway 30 in Carroll.
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She said afterward, “I

came out today with my

daughter who's 13, she’s in
eighth grade. She was an un-
expected pregnancy, and a
lot of advice was given me
to have an abortion, and I
said, ‘No, that’s complete-
ly against my values.” And

she’s been a blessing in my

Grace Schoonover (front), 11, daughter of John

and Allison Schoonover of Carroll, and Logan Lee,
daughter of Mark and Nancy Trapolino of Arcadia,
participate in the annual Life Chain on Sunday, Oct.
2, along Highway 30 in Carroll.

life in every single way I can
imagine.”

She added, “I think all
people are miracles. He the
creator made us, and it’s not
our job to end a life or take a
life, so I think all life is valu-
able from conception all the
way to natural death.

“I can’t even kill a mouse,

so I can'timagine how hard
that would sit on my heart.
I know there are people out
there who take that advice
(to have an abortion) and
then they end up with the
grief of it later. And for them
I believe there is a lot of for-
giveness and healing within
our savior, Jesus.”

Participants
in the annual
Life Chain
protesting
abortions
display
signs to
traffic along
Highway 30
in front of
the Carroll
County
Courthouse.



