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Guess the owner of this farm and win a 
$25 Gift Certificate to 
Norby’s Farm Fleet

Drop off all contest entries at the Tripoli Leader or Sum-
ner Gazette offices, or Fredericksburg Review drop box at 
the Food Center or mail your entries to: Sumner Gazette, 
Mystery Farm Contest, P.O. Box 208, Sumner, IA 50674. 
Entries must be postmarked by 15th of the month. In the 
event of a tie, a winner will be drawn randomly from all 

correct entries. Limit one entry per person. 
No entry form reproductions accepted.

Phone:Name:

Mystery Farm:

1202 West First St., Sumner     (563) 578-1353

Committed to be the full-service provider of
choice, enhancing the success of our customers,
team and communities.
Area Locations:
Arlington • 563-663-3415
Elgin • 563-426-5566
Maynard • 563-637-2285
Oelwein • 563-637-2285
Randalia • 563-428-4411
Sumner • 563-578-3214
Winthrop • 319-935-3336

R

Marv & Zip’s 
Repair, Inc.

(641) 394-3060 • 412 W. Milwaukee, New Hampton
www.marvandzips.com • Like us on Facebook

Tractor & Small Engine Repair
• Turbos & Injection Pumps• Echo

• Country Clipper & Ariens Mowers

103 Third Street, Frederika
www.frederikabank.com

1.888.428.5808              319.275.4301

Farmers Savings 
Bank of Frederika

See Us For All Your 

Agricultural 
& Financial Loans!

103 3rd St., 
Frederika

frederikabank.com
319.275.4301

Member FDIC

Main office: 110 N. Jefferson, Fredericksburg 

We salute the hard work 
of our local farmers!

We’re helping producers market their crops for the best possible 
return per acre. Our goal is to provide risk management for our 

producers to take the uncertainty out of marketing.

563-237-5324 or 1-800-562-8389
Locations: Fredericksburg, Sumner, Frederika, Bremer, Hawkeye, Ionia, 

Waucoma, Jackson Junction, Ridgeway, Cresco, Burr Oak, Rushford, Houston, 
Caledonia, Spring Grove, Minn., Mabel, Minn., and Granger, Minn.

Securities offered through First Heartland Capital, Inc.  Member FINRA/SIPC.
Johnston Financial Services, LLC is not affiliated with First Heartland Captial, Inc.

Johnston Financial Services, LLC 
F

S

J Independent Financial Advisor

• Investments
• Retirement Plans
• Life Insurance
• Long Term Care

319-352-5938 
888-352-5938

116 W. Bremer Ave.  
Waverly, IA  

Dane Johnston
Financial Advisor

John R. Johnston
LUTCF, CSA

www.johnstonfinancialservice.com

Welcome
Kristen Cuperus, DVM

Specializing in Beef, Dairy and 
Small Ruminants

Karla Juhl, DVM

New Small Animal Clinic and 
Boarding Facilities

Highway 18, Fredericksburg, IA
Kristen Cuperus, 

DVM

Full Service Large 
& Small Animal 

Veterinary Clinic.  
Small Animal Grooming 

and Boarding.
(563) 237-6425

Northeast Iowa FarmerNortheast Iowa Farmer
“The graphics and story development were the reasons this entry was selected as the winner as they really stood out.”

- 2019 Iowa Newspaper Association Better Newspaper Contest
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Logos are available electronically at http://inanews.com/foundation/contests/results/

A Look at Agricultural Law...
By Patrick B. Dillon, Attorney

Disclaimer: Matters discussed in this column are of a general nature and 
should not be construed as applying to any particular fact pattern. Readers 
are encouraged to seek legal counsel regarding the issues discussed in this 
column. No attorney-client relationship is established by this general news 
article nor should it be taken as legal advice.

Mark Miller wins May
mystery farm contest

MATT AND JANETTE BRINCKS, 
FREDERICKSBURG

Mark Miller, Sumner, was the winner drawn for the May 
mystery farm contest. The contest proved to be a challenge 
as the winning entry was drawn from seven correct entries 
submitted. The May mystery farm is owned by Matt and 
Janette Brincks, Fredericksburg. Miller has won a $25 gift 
card to Norby’s Farm Fleet.

Megan Bierschenk and family work to provide 
quality lambs for area 4-H and FFA members

“There’s always room for one more!”
Advertise in the Farmer

This Spot’s 
For You!

The government stops here
Okay, that would be a fun place to find. Realistically, 

government is all around us and we are subject to a dizzy-
ing array of rules, regulations, codes and taxing schemes. It 
is unescapable. We can only seek to have less government, 
the nil state is a nirvana which just isn’t likely to happen, no 
matter how many motions some litigants file.

One thing which can be done is chip away at the breadth 
and scope of what we agree government can do. That is the 
heart of the issue in the Sackett case regarding the reach and 
depth of the EPA’s ability to regulate conduct of landowners 
when water is involved.

That water the EPA seeks to regulate has come to be 
known as WOTUS (Whoa TU US), short for Waters of the 
United States. The federal government, seeing everything 
from a federal point of view, took the position if the water 
touches the water they clearly have control over then they 
get to have control over that water too. The landowners dis-
agreed.  The U.S. supreme court, in another ruling which 
reminds me of middle schoolers forced to work together on 
a group project, gave some guidance on the issue, which 
was, hey Feds, it isn’t as far as you think it is. But we are 
still not going to say exactly what because one of our group 
members had an orthodontist appointment and she had that 
paragraph. (Okay, the last part is hyperbole, all of middle 
schoolers…er Supreme Court Justices… participated and 
still puked out a murky, muddy ruling).

Why isn’t it clear on where the federal government stops 
and where state, county and local governments get to say 
what is what? Easy, because our representatives passed 
vague laws with no clear guidance to any agency. Why 
would they do that? Simply because they wanted to get 
something passed and specifics mean other voting members 
of the body might stop and actually consider what it might 
do to the rubes which send them to Congress. Better to pass 
a broadly worded bill and leave it to an agency (whose heads 
and leaderships are routinely swapped like Lego figurine 
heads with the changing of administrations) to issue rules on 
what they think the law is. Then when actual stakeholders 
(people who own land and want to use it for example) try to 
do something within those rules we will all collectively see 
if the outcome is anything we all like. Inevitably, we don’t, 
so we sue and then we let a series of largely unelected and 
not subject to recall decisionmakers review limited materi-
als, apply broad political (yes, they are political, stop fool-
ing yourself) and philosophical principles to the matter and 
decide who is right, the agency or the individual .

If this system was pitched on one of those entrepreneur 
shows, I don’t think it would get funded, but it is the system 
we use and it seems to be doing pretty well by comparison 
to the tin pot dictatorships, ruling juntas and ancestry-based 
governments past and current. So do your part, find a feder-
al regulation and attempt to interpret it, federal lawyers are 
standing by.

When people think of agriculture and farming in Iowa, 
crops like corn and soybeans and livestock like cattle and 
pigs come to mind. Near Nashua Megan Bierschenk and her 
family have been raising and selling club lambs since 2019. 
The family has been very involved in 4-H and FFA, and Me-
gan explained the family raised sheep as she grew up that 
her siblings and herself showed along with cattle, hogs and 
horses.

The club lamb operation started with less than 10 ewes 
and one ram, and now they are on their fourth year and up to 
46 ewes and two rams. In 2020, Megan had the opportunity 
to take over as the Chickasaw County 4-H and FFA sheep 
and meat goat superintendent position for the Chickasaw 
County 4-H and FFA Achievement Show. This was when 
they decided to expand the club lamb operation in hopes 
of growing the program with the county by being a local 
source for high quality, affordable show stock which would 
do well at the county fair for exhibitors. The sheep are all 
crossbred and are primarily crosses between Hampshire and 
Suffolk.

“We have had numerous county fair winners and are now 
not only selling lambs in Chickasaw County but around the 
state and neighboring states,” commented Megan. “Educa-
tion is also a big part of my goal with the business especially 
for new exhibitors. We have put on a sheep and goat show-

ing clinic for the past two years in the fall for exhibitors, 
not only in Chickasaw County but other counties, [who] can 
come and learn about what all goes into these projects and 
how they can be successful.

“I also implemented a livestock lending program in our 
county for sheep where exhibitors that might want to see 
what it’s like to have lambs but might not have the means 
to keep them yet. They can come out to the farm, work with 
them and learn about them throughout the summer and then 
get the opportunity to show them at the fair. This has been 
successful with our Clover Kids.”

A typical day caring for and working with the sheep de-
pends upon the time of year and helping care of the sheep is 
a family affair with Megan, her fiancé, son and parents all 
helping especially during lambing season. The months of 
December and January are busy as lambing for all the Bier-
schenk Club Lamb ewes is during those two months. Megan 
explained they CIDR their ewes so they will all lamb close 
together in a certain timeframe and they will also artificially 
inseminate (AI) a handful every year to outside rams to help 
improve the genetics in the flock.

“During lambing, we have a heated barn so when the 
ewes are close we will move them into the heat so we won’t 
have to worry about the lambs freezing,” she stated. “We 
have cameras in all our barns to monitor when they go into 
labor so we can move them into the lambing jugs to bond 
with their lambs for a day or two. Once they are a few days 
old we will tag, band and vaccinate and kick them out to the 
big barn. The lambs will be on creep feed and hay within 
a few weeks. The ewes are on feed and alfalfa hay during 
lambing and lactation.”

Megan described the lambing jug as a 4x5 pen to pro-
mote bonding between the lambs and the ewes, and they will 
strip the mother’s teats to ensure they have adequate milk 
and help get the lambs started nursing. If the mothers fail to 
produce milk, they will then start the lambs on a bottle and 
sell them as bottle lambs if needed. 

After eight weeks the lambs are on full feed and are old 
enough to be weaned, and February and March is the sell-
ing time period. Megan explained they will have open hous-
es during this time for exhibitors to come and pick out their 
lambs, and all lambs are sold by private treaty each year. 
The lambs will be handled a little bit as well as having pic-
tures taken for advertising purposes.

The April through June timeframe consists of shearing 
and working with any lambs which might stay on the farm 
for the lending program. A professional sheep shearer is 
hired to shear all the ewes and rams in early April before 
it becomes too hot and the animals go out to pasture. Once 
the ewes are on pasture, Megan stated they don’t receive 
any grain for a while but will still get mineral and fat tubs to 
keep their condition at an acceptable level.

“I will shear any lambs we have myself and if any of 
our customers need help learning how to I will also provide 
that service to them. The lambs that are in the lending pro-
gram will get broke to lead, exercise to build muscle, leg 
wool worked with to enhance wool growth and work with 
on bracing and setting up,” she added.

The months of July and August consists of breeding and 

county fair and state fair time. Preparing the ewes for breed-
ing includes some vaccinations, inserting CIDRs and giv-
ing shots along with increasing feed ration in addition to 
the pasture grass they are on to make sure the animals are 
in good condition. Megan will also help shear and fit lambs 
for any exhibitors who might need some help or the Clover 
Kids lambs they have on the farm for the summer. They will 
also try to attend not only the Chickasaw County 4-H and 
FFA Achievement Show but any fair they can in which their 
lambs are showing in.

“We will breed from the middle of July through August. 
Starting with our AI group and then turning in our rams to 
cover any which didn’t take plus our live cover ewes,” ex-
plained Megan. “A sheep gestation period is around 150 days 
so they will start lambing in the beginning of December. We 
CIDR all our ewes so they will lamb in groups all around the 
same time periods.”

When breeding for club lambs, Bierschenk Club Lambs 
looks for ewes and rams which will give a complete show 
lamb look. Megan commented this means lambs which are 
flashy looking, have a powerful wide rear and adequate leg 
wool, are thick shallow chested, big bones and have an ex-
tended front.

There have been achievements Bierschenk Club Lambs 
has experienced including grand champion market lamb and 
breeding ewe in Chickasaw County with both animals par-
ticipating in the Northeast Iowa Showdown and the Butler 
County grand champion breeding ewe which was a partici-
pant in the Central Iowa Showdown. Their lambs have also 
been named grand champion blackface market lamb, reserve 
champion breeding ewe and reserve champion breeding ram 
in Chickasaw County, reserve champion breeding ewe in 
Floyd County and reserve champion breeding ewe in Wash-
ington County, Neb.

Along with achievements, there have also been challeng-
es Megan and her family have faced in raising club lambs. 
She stated as with any livestock disease and keeping all ani-
mals healthy is always a challenge and each year they come 
up with new ways to make the operation more efficient and 
less manual labor on themselves. This has included setting 
up working chutes and getting a square bale hay grapple.

Megan Bierschenk (right), her fiance Tj Kofron 
and son Ashton Olson, along with her family, work 
together to provide quality show lambs to area 4-H 
and FFA members and have been doing so since 
2019. (Photo submitted)

Megan Bierschenk (right) works with a Clover 
Kid and his family as she teaches them how to pre-
pare the lamb for show. (Photo submitted)

(Continued on page 8)


