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Feenstra writes bill to bolster beginning farmers

Part of Farm Bill, would
extend crop insurance

BY ELUAH HELTON
EHELTONSNWESTIOWALCOM
WASHINGTON, D.C.—Young
farmers would get a boost from a
bipartisan bill by U.S. Rep. Randy
Feenstra (R-lowa) as generational
turnover looms in the agriculture

REGIONAL—Congregants
of Bethel Reformed Church in
Sheddon gathered in an open lot
on Sunday, May 21, as the Rev.
Dave Van Kley pushed a shovel
into the soil and broke new
ground. After a 2017 fire dam-
aged the congregations historic
church bulkding at 611 Seventh
St. bevond use, the church had
been withourt a physical home.

“We called it 'The Land Be-
tween,”" Van Kley sakd.

Like the Israelites wandering
in the desert, Bethel's congrega-
tion has spent the past few years
forging an identity that Is not
anchored in a permanent home.

*This bullding journey has
been very difficult — and we've
lost people,” Van Kley sald.
"We've had to weather some
tough stuff — but God has
brought us through it. And we're
seelng Him work."

Along with the challenges of
maintaining a church without
a permanent gathering place,
Bethel belongs to a denomina-
tion that is in its own season of
desert wandering. In the last
couple of years, the Reformed
Church in America has experi-

CHURCHES WRESTLE WITH SPLINTERING AFFILIATIONS

Industry.

T'he Crop Insur-
ance for Future
Farmers Act would
expand who quali-
fles for federal
crop Insurance
programs meant for
beginning farmers.
Current law covers

the first five crop

DENG

enced rupture and transition,
and there Is uncertainty about
what lay on the other side.

In 2021, churches in N"West
lowa historically affillated with
the Reformed Church in Ameri-
ca began to leave the denomina-
tion in significant numbers, a
symptom of deepening division
within the denomination.

T'he catalyst for the split was
escalating disagreement about
issues related to human sexual-
iy, Including whether same-sex
marriages and the ordination
of LGETQ clergy should be
sanctioned in RCA churches.
In the last several decades, the
denomination has continued
to affirm a waditonal stance on
kssues related to human sexual-
ity, but In practice, pastors and
churches have freedom to follow
their own convictions in thelr
OWn Contexts,

As Van Kley watched churches
across N'West lowa break tles
with the RCA, he has not felt the
urgency to make a choice — par-
ticularly in the wake of the fire
and lts aftenmath.

See CHURCH on A3

years, and the bill would double that
“beginning farmer” definition to the
first 10 years.

The legidation would increase pre-
mium subskdies for veteran farmers.

“lam proud to introduce common-
sense legislation that extends vital
crop and bvestock insurance protec-
tions to new, beginning and veteran
farmers to lower thelr Insurance pay-
ments for thedr first 10 years in busi-

ness,” Feenstra said.

[he Hull Republican introduced
the bill on June 6, co-sponsored by
Rep. Angie Craig (D-Minnesota).

It is part of Feenstra’s legislative
push toward this year's Farm Bill,
which has to pass the GOP-held
House and a Senate controlled by the
Democrats. Feenstra has referred to
farm palicy as a relatively easy area to

sit on the House Agriculture Com-
mittee.

Feenstra sald securing long-term
food production Is a legislative prior-
Ity that benefits everyone.

“I am confident that this Invest-
ment in the next generation of
producers will pay dividends for our
economic vitality, grow our rural

iATiuNA

find common ground. He and Cralg  See FEENSTRA on page A5

FINAL PART OF A SERIES:

BY ALEISA SCHAT

N'West lowa
churches affilkated
with historic denomi-
nabions, ncluding the
Reformed Church in
Amenca and the United
Methodist Church, are
splintering along political
and theological lines. The
choice — to leave or stay —
reflects a decision to pursue
renewal from withm the denoms-
nation or find #t elsewhere,

“This building journey
has been very difficult
— and we've lost people.
We've had to weather some
tough stuff — but God has
brought us through it. And
we're seeing Him work.”
DAVE VAN KLEY, B57HEL REFORMED CHURCH FASTOR

The Rev. Dave Van Kley addresses those
gathered for a groundbreaking for a

new building for Bethel Reformed
Church in Sheldon. Fire damaged the
old church. Photo by Justin Rust

Rain, lightning
fail to drown out
RiseFest shows

Crowder, others
play in Sheldon

BY JUSTIN RUST
JRUSTENWESTIONALOM

SHELDON—Rob Roo-
zeboom trked not to watch
the weather forecast for
the weekend of RiseFest.

The forecasters were not
being kind to the founder
and president of Rise Min-
istries, the organization
behind RiseFest.

There was a threat of
rain for much of Friday
and Sarurday, June 9-10,
with the potential for scat-
tered thunderstorms on
both evenings.

A watchful eye helped
keep RiseFest relatively
dry throughout the two-
dav Christian muslc fes-

tival, though. While there
was rain in portions of
N'West lowa and south
and north of the area, the
scattered showers stayed
away from the RiseFest
grounds for the most part.
Some lightning did cause
Crowder, last Saturday
night’s headliner, to go on
stage more than an hour
after he was planned but
the Dove Award winner
still was able to perform a
full set after the delay.

The possibility of pre-
cipitation did not keep
scare away festivalgoers
either. More than 9,700
people passed through
the RiseFest gates on the
opening night and then
ablmost 9,300 attended last

See RISE on A10

After a rain and lightning delay, Crowder performs at RiseFest as
the headliner late Saturday night in Sheldon. The two-day Chris-
tian music event drew over 18,000 people. Photo by Justin Rust

Sioux County board
revises building rule

Meant to lock down

illegal construction

BY ERIC SANDBULTE
ESANCRILTE SNWESTIONACOM
ORANGE CITY—The Sloux
County Board of Supervisors
unanimously approved new
language to better define what
counts as nonfarmable ground.
Originally presented during
the May 31 board of supervi-
sors meeting, the changes were
proposed to continue to protect

Soux County’s farm ground.

With the approval on Tuesday,
the resulting ordinance will
have a first reading ar the June
27 supervisors' meeting,

The ordinance set to be rede-
fined allows the issuance of a
permit to bulld a house on less
than 35 acres of what's consid-
ered nonfarmable land if one of
these three conditions are met:

W Ar least 75 percent of the
site contains sodl unsuitable for

See BOARD on page A5
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Sioux County Zoning director Shane Walter discusses proposed changes o building permit language regarding nonfarmable
ground at Tuesday's county board meeting as supervisors Carl Vande Weerd and Dan Altena listen.  Photo by Enc Sandbulte

Zoning rules clarified for Sioux

BOARD
Continued from page Al

agricultural operations,
M The site is an brregulardy shaped lot

that — because of its area, size or shape
— has limited potential for agricultural
production.

W At least 75 percent of the site con-
tains slopes greater than 9 percent and/
or there are trees covering 75 percent of
the site.

Sioux County zoning director Shane
Walter had said what constitutes "soll
unsuitable for agricultural operations”
was rather subjective and the criteria
could benefit from more precise lan-

guage.

The proposed changes would have the
new criteria listed as:

W At least 75 percent of the site has
a nonirrigated capabllity class of 3 or
greater or has a crop sultability rating of
40 or below and has no history of agricul-
tural uses in the previous five years and
elght of the last 10.

B The site is an lrregularly shaped lot
that — because of its areq, size or shape

— has limited potential for agricultural
production and has no history of agricul-
tural uses in the previous five years and
elght of the last 10.

M At least 75 percent of the site con-
tains slopes greater than 9 percent and/
or there are trees covering 75 percent of
the site and it has no history of agricul-
ture uses in the previous five years and
elght of the last 10.

The definition of land agricultural
uses also would be outlined, defined as
crop production, agricultural animal
hushandry, horticulture, viniculture/
vitlculture and pasture or Conservation
Reserve Program land when held or
operated In conjunction with other pri-
marily agricultural uses.

These changes put it on the bullding
permit applicant to prove that the kand
in question would qualify.

It's too common for property owners
to start bullding a home and plead igno-
rance to the need for a bullding permit in
the hopes that it pressure the county to
accept the permit application, according
to supervisor Carl Vande Weerd.

“1fwe don't get stringent on these rules,

we're elther golng to get a lawsult from
the people we've tumed down or they're
Just going to continue to budld and then
ask for forglveness,” Vande Weerd said.

The county can fine the landowner If
they begin to budld without the needed
permit, doubling the fee of the bullding
permit. The usual fee for a bullding per-
mit is $2 per $1,000 of total construction
cost. Additionally, Walter can lssue a fine
of up to $750 per infractlon, with each
day constituting a new infraction.

While supervisors emphasized the
need for enforcement, Walter said
enforcement requires strong, conslstent
backing from the board of supervisors
as permitless bullders might try to reach
out to supervisors to gain a more favor-
able outcome.

“I need consistency here in order
for me to be consistent, and that's not
always been the case in the past.” Walter
sakd.

Vande Weerd made the motion to
approve the ordinance along with
including additional language dictating
the board of supervisors” support Walter
in enforcement effores.

LAW & ORDER

BETTENDORF DRIVER TO
JAIL FOR OWI BY ALVORD

ALVORD-A 28-year-old
Bettandorf man was arrestad
about 3 a.m. Sunday, June 4,
naar Ahard on & charge of first-
offense operating while under
the infhoance,

The arrest of Kyle Gunnar
Freebern stemmad from the
stop of a 2008 Buck Luceme on
the 1900 mde of Garfield Avanue
about four miles northeast of
Alverd. according to the Lyon
County Shendf's Ofice.

Freebarn had bloodshot/
walery eyes impaired balance
and the odar ol an alcoholic
beverage and faled field soboety
fests, according to the incident
report,

HARTLEY MAN JAILED

ON TRESPASS CHARGE
HARTLEY—-A 30-year-old
Hartley man was anc@ﬁd about
11:10 pan. Frickay, June 9, on a
charpe of first- uf{ew- nespms

%he artest of Kevin Allen
Chindlund stemmed from
him entering the property of
Crazy Bob's BBQ in Hartley and
atteenpting to gan 8CCess ';3 the
locked front doors by shaking
tham, according to the Harthey
Police Departmant.

Chindund presiously had been
fold not ta be on the property,
according 1o the incidert reperd.

ASHTON WOMAN JAILED
FOR TRESPASS, THEFT

ASHTON-A 36-year-old Ash-
fon woman was arrested about 5
pm, Sunday, June 4, on chargas
?f first-offense fznz-s;:a:;sng and

ifth-degree the

The arest of Karl Irene Buck-
bey stemmed from two incidents
al Fred's Plumbing & Heating n
Sheldon, accoeding to the Shel-
dan Police Departiment.

1062 Junction Rd Altﬂll,

Buddey was caught trespass-
g at Fred's Flumbing & Heating
and fold to eave and wamed sha
was nof alowed on tha property
on Tuesday, May 30.

She was found on the Freds
Plumbing & Heating Fropeﬂ;
again about 8:45 pm. Thursday,
June 1, taking scrap metal from
a dumpster, according to the
nadent report,

The scrap metal was valued at
ess than $300

ESTHERVILLE MAN TO
JAIL FOR ALTERCATION

SHELDON-A 34-year-old
Estherville man was arrested
about 11:10 pum. Saturday Jure
10, in Sheddon on a changea of dis-
arderly conduct — fighting/viclent
behaar

The arrest of Daniel Joseph
Dreckman stemmed from him
theowing muitipla punches at a
Boydan man on the RisaFast
grounds n Sheldon, scconding to
the Shelden Police Department.

SUTHERLAND MAN TO

JAIL FOR YELLING, THC

SUTHERLAND=A 28-year-
ald Suthedand man was arested
about 745 pm, Tuesday, June
6, on charges of disordesty con-
duct — lowd raucous noise and
first-offensa possassion of a con-
trofed substance — marijuana.

The arest of James Michael
Brockhaus stemmed from him
i]g-'mg in a yeling match with a

ale who walked away from
him, according to the O/Brien
County Sheritf's Office.

The female went to another
lacation in Sutharland, crying
and in dstrass, according to the
ncigent report,

Brockhaus foliowed the femalks
fo the residence and n el
g loudly &t the femaie’s famiy
members,

He was wrrested for dsordery
conduct and was fourd in pos-
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session of a small plastic
tainer of THC wax

MOTORCYCLIST JAILED
FOR POT AFTER CRASH

ORANGE CITY—A 29-year-
ol Cvangﬁ City man was arrast-
ad about 7 pm. Wednasday, June
T on charges of first-offense pes-
sassion of a controllad substance
— marnjuana, possesson of drug
paraphernalia, failure fo mantain
conirol and reckless dming

The arrest of Luther Grady
Hofmeyer stammed from a
report of him faling off & 2020
KTM motorcy cle near the
intarsection of Eighth Street
and Abany F“b’e outheast in
Orange City, according 1o the
nadant repart from the Crange
City Folce Department

Haotmeyer refused medical
treatment, according fo the inci-
dent raport.

He had bloodshot/watery eyes,
shurred speach, impalred balance
and the odor of an acoholc bey
erage.

Authorities faund a small
wooden one-hitler device con-
faining raw marjuana and a pipe
used to ingest marijuana n a
bladk s h"ud@f bag in Hofmeyer's
possassion during a consent
saarch,

SANBORN MAN TO JAIL

FOR PUBLIC INTOX, METH

SANBORN~A 44-year-old
Sanborn man was arrested
about 940 pom. Tuesday, Jurs
6, on charges of fest-offense
consumgtion of alcohol in public
place ard first-ofiense posses-
sion of a condrolled substance
— methamphetaming

The arest of James Gilbert
Axdahl stemmed from him being
found hng in a driveway on the
200 block of West Fifth Street,
accordng to the Sanborn Polics
Depariment.

He was unable fo sit up or

con-

stand without assstance, accord-
ing %o the incident report

Axdahl was transported to
MercyOne Primghar Medical
Canter to be examined,

While being examined in
the emergency room, Axdahl
reached into his pockel and
handed a deputy a smal baggie
vith a white crystaline substance
that he sad was methamphet-
amine,

HAWARDEN TEEN JAILED
ON TWO THEFT CHARGES

HAWARDEN-A 19-ysar-old
Hawardan resident was amestad
Trursday, June 8 on charges of
second- cea'ee thaft and fifth-

daﬁ‘e
are..i ol Samantha Aly-
son Mackie slemmed from her
taking products at Bomgaars
in Hawarden valued at $1,500-
$10,000 on May 26 and an item
at Quick Comer convenlence
stoce in Hawarden valued at kess
than $300 on May 23, accordng
lo the Hawarden Police Depart-
meenl.

Wiarrands foe her arrest were
issued June B

WOMAN ARRESTED FOR
STEALING CHARGE CARD

BOYDEN—-A 41-yaar-old
Sheldon woman was arrested
about 1220 pm. Thursday, June
8, on four counts of fifth-degras
thaft

The arrest of Tamara Sue
Van Der Brink stemmed from a
report of the thef of a Co-op Gas
& Oil charge card from a Shefdan
man's wehick, according to the
Sioux County Sheriffs Office.

Upan further ivastigation, it
was discovered that Van Der
Brink used a stolan to charpe
four gas purchases at Cumx
in Boyden: 35858 cn May 31,
$63.34 on June 1, 35352 on
June 2 and 33508 an June 2,
according %o incident reports,

Congratulations to

Marion & Jan Van Soelen on

60 years

of marriage on June 21!

Farm Bill proposal
to boost beginners

FEENSTRA
Continued from page Al

communities and keep lowa
farmland in the hands of lowa
farmers where it rightfully
belongs,” he said.

Farmers getting older is an
Imminent problem for the ag
Industry.

Just over a third of all farm-
land ks owned by people older
than 65. Less than a tenth is
owned by those under 35.
The country’s total number
of farms also has dropped to
about 2 milllon in 2022 from
three times that a century ago.

Feenstra sakd the next gen-
eration needs a boost to get
ready to take over the sector.

Earlier this year, Feenstra
formed his Agriculture Advi-
sory Board, which Includes
dozens of ag producers and
experts from kowa's 4th Con-
gressional District.

“These same producers are
extremely concemed — as am
1 — that our young farmers
face major hurdles to succeed
In today’s bleak economy,”
Feenstra sald. "As Inflation
breaks records, interest rates
Increase and economic un-
certalnty persists, it ks exceed-
ingly difficult for the next gen-
eration of producers to enter
the farming community and

make a good Hving.”

I'he board is meant to
draw attention to Issues and
offer solutions that can be
addressed in the 2023 Farm
Bill. The legislation Is renewed
every five vears as the main
plece of federal farm policy.

The agriculture mega-bill
Is expected to be formally
assembled, debated and
voted on later this summer.

Chuck Conner of the
Natlonal Council of Farmer
Cooperatives said the Crop
Insurance for Future Farmers
Act would make for a strong
inclusion in this year’s Farm
Bill.

“"Crop insurance is a criti-
cal risk management tool for
farmers across the country
and this bill contains impor-
tant reforms to help the next
generation of producers effec-
tively utilize the program.”
Conner sakd.

After nutrition programs,
the second-largest chunk of
the Farm Bill goes to crop
Insurance. Nearly $100 mil-
lion in federal dollars goes to
production protection every
year.

“We want to make sure that
our agenda gets in the Farm
Bill," Feenstra said.

“We're the second largest
ag district in the country, the
dth District is, that's why its so
Impaortant.”

Trial rescheduled
again for Sheldon
homicide charge

Man accused of
killing his mother

BY JEFF GRANT
JGRANTENWESTIOWACOM

PRIMGHAR—The trial for
a 41-year-old Rock Rapids
man accused of murdering
his mother
at her home
in Sheldon
In March has
been post-
poned again.

Nathanlel
Byron Kassel
has pleaded
not guilty
in O'Brien
County Dis-
trict Court in Primghar to the
charge of first-degree murder
of 62-year-old Jody Lynn
Duskin.

Kassel also has been
charged with two counts of
fifth-degree theft in connec-
tlon with the incident.

Judge John Sandy on Tues-
day, June 13, rescheduled the
jury trial for Tuesday. Oct. 17,
with a pretrial conference
scheduled for 9:30 am. Maon-
day, Aug. 21.

The continuance was made
at the request of Kassel's artor-
ney, state public defender
John Loos Jr. of Slowx Clry.

The trial originally was
scheduled for June 20 and
later continued to Aug, 15.

According to criminal com-
plaint documents filed in
district court by the Sheldon
Police Department, Kassel
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was residing with Duskin and
messaged other family mem-
bers, stating "I'm killing Jody,”
at approximately 8:45 p.m.
Wednesday, March 22,

At approximately 11:30 pm.
thar same date, Kassel "was
overheard in a phone con-
versation stating he made a
mistake and hurt someone.”

The O'Brien County Com-
munication Center received
a 911 call at about 4 pm. the
next day about a deceased
female ar 60d Fourth Ave. in
Sheldon.

\When authorities arrived,
they found Duskin had been
shot in the head.

Kassel was arrested about
noon Friday, March 24, In
Flandreau, SD, outside the
Native Nations Cannabls Dis-
pensary after the Flandreau
Santee Stiowx Tribe police chief
noticed a vehicle at the Roval
River Casino & Hotel that fit
the descripton of a 2013 Ford
Edge owned by Duskin.

Kassel was taken Into custo-
dy at Brookings County Sher-
1ff's Office in South Dakota.

He was found to be in pos-
session of two handguns
— a 22 and a 9 mm — from
Duskins residence.

An autopsy of Duskin took
place March 25 by the lowa
Office of the State Medical
Examiner in Ankeny, and her
death was ruled a homickde.

Kassel was extradited March
27 to the O'Brien County
Jail in Primghar, where he
remains with bond set at §1
million.
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