
timescitizen.com    |    WEDNESDAY    |    APRIL 12, 2023    |    SECTION A    |    agriculture    |    3

515 Washington Ave., Iowa Falls
641-648-0099

www.iowafallsmet.com

SHOWING  APRIL 14- 20

THE 
SUPER 
MARIO 
BROS. 
MOVIE

RATED PG
TUES. - FRI. 7 p.m.

SAT. & SUN. 3 & 7 p.m.

All photos, design, text, graphics, the 
selection and arrangement thereof 
are Copyright by Times Citizen 
Communications, Inc. ALL RIGHTS 
RESERVED. Any use of materials 
including reproduction, modification, 
distribution or republication, without the 
prior written consent of TCC, is strictly 
prohibited.
Times Citizen (USPS 235-180) is 
published semi-weekly by Times 
Citizen Communications, Inc.: 406 
Stevens Street; Iowa Falls, Iowa 50126. 
Periodicals postage paid at Iowa Falls, 
Iowa and additional entry offices. 
Subscription: $75.00 per year in Hardin 
and surrounding counties; $90.00 in all 
other Iowa counties and outside Iowa 
(U.S.)
Postmaster: Send address changes to 
Times Citizen, Co.: Box 640, Iowa Falls, 
Iowa 50126-0640.

April 16th  4:30–6:30 
PM

TURKEY SUPPER
CARRY OUT ONLY

Serving
Turkey, homemade dressing,  

mashed potatoes, gravy, 
corn, roll & pie

$12 Adults 
$6 Kids

Immanuel Memorial United Church of Christ
212 West St. • Alden

With the bridge out, come in from the south by Casey’s

reliable1iowa.com

iowa falls: 641-648-2327
hampton: 641-456-2651reliable1iowa.com

iowa falls: 641-648-2327
hampton: 641-456-2651

WE DON’T JUST CHECK,
WE TEST!

We do a “38+” point 
inspection on ALL our 

maintenance visits!

$25 
Off

Any of Our 
Maintenance 
Agreements
Now through April 30th

Iowa River Iowa River 
Greenbelt Greenbelt 
Day CampDay Camp

Call Dennise Smith
641-858-3190 (home) or 515-681-3611 (cell)

www.greenbeltcamp.com

Register Now! Register Now! 

LLOOTS OF FUN • GRTS OF FUN • GRADES:ADES: K-6 K-6

June 12-16 • 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
June 19-23 • 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

(Christian Day Camp)
Cost: $150

Hikes • Games • Crafts • Special Speakers

754 S. Oak Street • Iowa Falls • 641-648-4140
www.timdunphymotors.com

For your better bottom line deal!
DUNPHY MOTORS

PREMIUM PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

‘18 CHEVROLET TRAX 1LT 
37,987 MILES .................................$17,990

‘16 CHEVROLET IMPALA LTZ 
104,091 MILES ..............................$17,995

$315/Mo $315/Mo

‘20 FORD FUSION SEL 
63,033 MILES ................................$22,495

‘18 FORD FUSION SE 
71,028 MILES .................................$18,395

$321/Mo $389/Mo

‘21 NISSAN SENTRA SV 
19,103 MILES .................................$22,395

‘16 JEEP CHEROKEE SPORT 4X4 
59,679 MILES ................................$18,995

$331/Mo $388/Mo

‘19 GMC ACADIA SLT-1 
43,646 MILES ................................$30,995

‘20 SUBARU WRX LIMITED AWD 
47,601 MILES .................................$29,990

$514/Mo $531/Mo

‘19 FORD F150 SUPERCREW 4X4 
68,235 MILES ................................$42,590

‘19 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 RST 4X4 
36,990 MILES ...............................$36,490

$630/Mo $723/Mo

20% cash or trade down, 6.45% APR, 60 month financing w/approved credit.

2 biggest factors with 2023 
planting season knocking
BY SHAWN DIGITY
sdigi t y@iafal ls .com

In a recent conver-
sation with ISU Ex-

tension and Outreach 
Field Agronomist An-
gie Rieck-Hinz, she 
explained that while 
planting season might 
still be a couple of 
weeks away, some se-
rious considerations are 
being followed now that 
spring is officially here.

First, Rieck-Hinz 
explained that the 
planting season might 
not have as early a start 
as last year and antici-
pated a later start time.

“Last year, we were 
planting early, and this 
year we will not be 
planting as early,” she 
shared. “Last year, we 
started planning the 
second week of April. 
This year, I’d say, it’s 
probably going to be 
delayed, maybe more 
like the beginning of 
the fourth week of 
April.”

However, she add-
ed that a later planting 
season compared to last 
year’s isn’t a bad thing, 
nor is it something to 
fret over either. “So 
it’s not an overly big 
concern at this point 
in time,” she stated. 
“We’re certainly not at 
a yield-limiting con-
cern yet, by planting 
later in April.”

“When we start 
making decisions about 
planting this time of 
year, we look at two 
things,” she continued. 
“We want to look at soil 
temperature — number 
one. We want those soil 
temperatures at about 
50 degrees and trend-

PHOTO PROVIDED BY ANGIE RIECK-HINZ

Planting season is almost upon us, and agronomist 
Angie Rieck-Hinz anticipates farmers will have a later 
start getting in their fields than they did last year.

ing upward. So when that 
seed goes in the ground, 
it’s warm enough to get 
it germinated and out of 
the ground very quickly,” 
she clarified. 

Part of why the soil 
temperatures can prove 
vital is that it allows 
stands to shoot up easier. 
If soil is more compact or 
harder because of a colder 
temp, seedlings can risk 
infection or pest damage. 
A warmer temperature 
can ensure that the seeds 
can germinate efficiently 
with less resistance. 

Then,  R ieck-Hinz 
continued, “Our second 
biggest impact will be 
soil moisture. So we don’t 

want to be in the field 
doing tillage or planting 
when it’s too wet so that 
we compact the soil. We 
squeeze out the air space. 
We don’t get good drain-
age. We make clods, so 
we don’t get good seed-
to-soil contact.”

With those bullet 
points in mind, Rieck-
Hinz said that this year 
(possibly good for every 
year), “Patience is key 
when it comes to getting 
seed in the ground.

“And this spring, we’ll 
probably need a little bit 
more patience to get that 
top couple of 3, 4 inches 
dried out for good plant-
ing conditions.” n
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An example of soybean pods growing out of clumpy soil. These are what agron-
omist Angie Rieck-Hinz recommends evaluating after planting.

Fighting fungi
Post-planting 
evaluations 
are vital
BY SHAWN DIGITY
sdigi t y@iafal ls .com

Ma y b e  a  m or e 
overlooked part 
of  the plant-

ing season process, Field 
Agronomist Angie Rieck-
Hinz advised that scout-
ing in an evaluation phase 
after planting can prove 
beneficial when staving 
off insects and fungi that 
might damage seedlings. 
Checking for patches of 
dead stands can provide 
some insight into what’s 
going on beneath the 
ground.

“What happens after 
planting?” she started. 
“If we’re going to stay 
cool and wettish, seed 
treatments are important. 
They have insecticides on 
them. More importantly, 
they have fungicides on 
them. So thinking about 
protecting that seed while 
it’s in the ground because 
it may be in the ground a 
little bit longer this year 
before it actually germi-
nates.”

Rieck-Hinz highlight-
ed that increased time 
spent in the ground while 
germinating also means 
greater vulnerability to 
fungal diseases. 

“So if we experience 
cooler weather tempera-
tures, we have an in-
creased chance of having 
fungal infections because 
the seed is in the ground 
a lot longer,” she stated.

With that, some sort 
of fungicidal treatment — 
especially in wetter years 
— can be beneficial.

“So that fungicide may 
be important to reduce 
seedling diseases, so we 
get a more even stand, and 
we get as many of those 
seeds out of the ground as 

possible.”
Wetter conditions can 

propagate funguses and 
give them more time to 
attack a wide-open seed-
ling still in the ground. 

Those pathogens typi-
cally strike during germi-
nation because as the root 
emerges through the seed 
coat, it offers an opening 
to infect a seed.

“The later we go in 
the season planting, like 
May, when it gets warmer 
and drier, we don’t worry 
so much about those seed 
treatments just because 
the seedlings come out 
of the ground faster. We 
don’t have to worry about 
so much disease pres-
sure,” she continued.

Once those seedlings 
start breaching the sur-
face, Rieck Hinz men-
tioned, that can be an 
opportunity to check 
in on the stands with a 
post-planting evaluation.

“We really do need to 
go out and evaluate our 
seeding, our stand,” she 
said. Those check-ins 
could hint at funguses, 

insects, or poor seed-to-
soil contact. And while 
not every seed will ger-
minate to fruition, it’s 
worth noting if large 
swaths of the seedlings 
failed.

“We have to reevalu-
ate those stands, and we 
need to do that early on 
because we need to de-
cide if that stand might 
be worth keeping or if we 
need to replant. So that’s 
the next big step after 
planting — to evaluate 
our stand to make sure 
that we have our seed-
ing our stand population 
where we want it,” she 
said.

“So that’s what hap-
pens after planting. That’s 
what needs to happen af-
ter planting,” Rieck-Hinz 
stated. 

Some possible rea-
sons for why a stand 
didn’t grow could include 
wetter-than-normal soil 
conditions, frost or cold-
er-temperature seed in-
jury, furrows not closing, 
planter malfunctions, or 
diseases. n


