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SENTINEL SECURITY LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY IS A MEMBER OF THE A-CAP FAMILY

Single Premium deferred annuities are guaranteed for 3, 5, 7 or 10 years. At the end of the 3, 5, 7, or 10 year guaranteed interest period, the contract may be renewed for another 
guaranteed interest period.  The renewed guaranteed interest rate will be the current interest rate offered at the time of renewal with a minimum rate guarantee of 1.00%. Credited 
rates effective 1/11/2023 and are subject to change without notice. Quoted rates do not reflect optional liquidity riders. If you choose to add any of the available liquidity riders the 
interest rate will be reduced accordingly. Early withdrawals may be subject to Surrender Charges and Market Value Adjustments. The IRS may impose penalties for early withdrawals 
from qualified plans. Contracts issued by Sentinel Security Life Insurance Company. Not FDIC insured. Rates vary by state. SSLANPOL11-XX SSLPCAPRE-OT
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Hanson Insurance
712-362-4339
2 S 3rd St | Estherville, IA

Petersen-McCarroll honored for 50 years as a REALTOR
Nancy Petersen-McCarroll of Nancy Petersen Real Estate in Estherville is celebrating 50 years as a REALTOR®. Nancy is 
pictured here being presented with a plaque from the Iowa Great Lakes Board of REALTORS® Board of Directors. Front 
from left are Nancy Petersen-McCarroll, Angela Bousquet-Hinn, Amanda Lippon; back row: Max Carlson, Cristy Jones, 
Leah Hilpipre, Gretchen Lolis, Matt Lippon.
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It’s About Time For Spring Road Trips

Stop and Smell the Flowers

www.srautoandtire.com
102 South 1st Street Estherville, IA | 712-362-7429  

8 am to 5 pm Mon. - Fri | 6 am by apt only

BRAKES • TIRES • Oil Change
Suspension • Alignment 

Ac SERVICE • Propane • WiperS FREE Spring 
Inspection

with Oil change 
(up to 6 quarts)

Domestic cars and light trucks only. Does NOT include diesels. Some 
makes/models do not apply. Fluid top offs and other services are 

additional. Taxes and fees apply. Use of coupon requires payment at 
time of service. Expires April 28th, 2023.

 tire rotation+

$64.95
for only

712-362-7429

Rocky start hasn’t deterred Estherville 
Communications construction 

by Amy H. Peterson 
Staff Writer 

A year ago, officials from 
Estherville Communications 
rolled out their plan to build in-
frastructure for advanced fiber 
optic broadband throughout 
the Estherville area. The com-
pany is, with property owner 
permission, installing the in-
frastructure up to businesses 
and homes that will allow the 
company to install the fiber 
optic broadband. Installation 
does not obligate the owner to 
sign up for the company’s ser-
vice. 

This week, Ryan Boone, 
CEO of Estherville 
Communications, told the sto-
ry of the past year. 

In July, 2022, a ribbon 
cutting for the Estherville 
Communications downtown 
location on First Avenue 
South celebrated the prog-
ress of the business district 
installation. Numerous busi-
nesses on or near Highway 9 
have been using Estherville 
Communications internet ser-
vice. The summer and fall of 
2022 had workers doing site 
surveys of residential address-
es east of the Des Moines 
River (West Fork) and north 
of Highway 9. Boone said 200 
residences had infrastructure 
installed over the summer and 
fall. The goal was to install fi-
ber at 1,500 residences, but the 
effort hit a rocky point. That 
is, a lot of rocks as they dug 
through the ground to install 
the fiber, Boone said. 

“We didn’t get everything 
completed that we wanted to 
because we were battling with 

a lot of rocks and having to re-
place a lot of drill heads – so we 
faced a lot of things we hadn’t 
anticipated,” Boone said. 

While in Boone’s experience, 
fiber optics workers can gener-

ally get into and out of a neigh-
borhood quickly, Estherville 
Communications trucks were 
in the streets and disrupted 
traffic flow for longer periods 
than the company had hoped.

“The rocks were our main ob-
stacle, and we are appreciative 
of the residents in that area and 
the community. Other munici-
pal utilities in town that dealt 
with multiple locate requests 
given the time it was taking, 
the fact that we were in the 
neighborhoods for longer pe-
riods than what we had hoped, 
we appreciate everyone’s co-
operation,” Boone said. 

The plan is to continue syn-
chronously with Phase 2 – the 
northern city residences, and 
the rural phase – building in 
fiber to rural Estherville resi-
dences. 

“We have a lot of the main 
facilities done; our main prior-
ity for this year, to start, is to at 
least get those remaining loca-
tions in town that we didn’t get 
done last year,”  Boone said. 

Workers will be back out in 
the field as soon as the snow is 
all melted and the ground has 

some give. Boone said a state 
broadband grant provides the 
funding to install fiber optics 
in the rural areas of Estherville.

“That’s roughly 600 loca-
tions all around the town of 

Estherville, and we’re invest-
ing about $10 million there. 
Then our goal would be to 
finish up the southern portion 
of Estherville and west of the 
river in 2024,” Boone said. 

What does this look like for 
residential broadband custom-
ers? 

If you’re in one of the 200 lo-
cations that did get connected 
last year, expect a call or sign 
up for service any time, Boone 
said. 

“For some of the locations 
that we weren’t able to get 
hooked up or completed last 
year, we’re actually in the 
process of reaching out to 
those homes and businesses 
to let them know that services 
are available to them today,” 
Boone said. 

Boone noted the timing of the 
overall project hasn’t changed, 
just the amount of labor that 
will be done in 2023 to make 
up for the rocky portions of 
2022. 

“We’re excited to keep go-
ing and seeing where this goes 
from here. We’ve actually 
hired a few local technicians, 

and are potentially adding one 
more, so we’ll have two to 
three local Estherville people 
right in the community to pro-
vide service to the residents, 
businesses. We’re really, really 
excited to be part of this com-
munity,” Boone said. 

For those in the approximate-
ly 1,300 north Estherville lo-
cations remaining, Boone said 
they will likely have service 
available by the third quarter 
of 2023. 

“We’re really going to prior-
itize that area and make ser-
vices available to all of them, 
and then the rural area. We’re 
probably looking at the third 
quarter of 2023 to offer ser-
vices to north/east Estherville, 
then fourth quarter of 2023 or 
first quarter of 2024 for those 
other areas,” Boone said.

After infrastructure construc-
tion is completed, the compa-
ny will hire splicers to connect 
all the different fibers from the 
home or business all the way 
to Estherville Communications 
offices, then test each one for 
functionality, which can take 
an additional month or two. 

“We’re really excited, be-
cause we will have one gig 
speeds available to the custom-
ers, high quality digital voice, 
a streaming video platform – 
you can watch videos on your 
Apple TV, Firestick, box you 
lease from us, or even your 
phone or iPad. So we’re real-
ly excited about the services 
we can offer to the Estherville 
community and to get our $22 
million plus project completed 
by the end of 2024,” Boone 
said. 

UDMO housing program expanding services with additional 
$1.4 million from the U.S. Department of HUD

The Upper Des Moines Opportunity, 
Inc. (UDMO) Housing Program, in col-
laboration with the Iowa Balance of State 
Continuum of Care (IA BoS/CoC), will be 
awarded $1,491,339 over three years.

For a decade, the UDMO Housing 
Program has been effectively and effi-
ciently leveraging Federal, State and Local 
funding to provide homelessness preven-
tion and intervention services to residents 
across Northwest and North Central Iowa. 
Since 2013, more than $2 million in rent-
al assistance payments has been distrib-
uted across the UDMO Region to assist 

over 3,200 individuals from nearly 1,300 
households.

Housing Program Director Tanya Thelen 
shares that during the past six months, 
UDMO has assisted 340 individuals from 
141 households and distributed $348,378 
in rental assistance payments to prevent 
families from experiencing homelessness. 
The additional $1.4 million of increased 
funding from HUD over the next 3 years, 
“comprises a first-of-its-kind package of 
resources to help communities provide 
housing and supportive services to people 
in unsheltered settings, including in rural 

areas.”
UDMO will have dedicated Housing 

Program staff based in the Webster and 
Clay County Outreach offices. Tanya 
shares, “Clay and Webster counties have 
the greatest demonstrated need in our re-
gion, therefore, having dedicated Housing 
Program staff based in those counties will 
increase efficiencies and client access to 
housing assistance.”

Visit the UDMO Housing Program web-
site for more information: https://www.
udmo.com/programsservices/housing/

“We have a lot of the main facilities done; our main 
priority for this year, to start, is to at least get those 
remaining locations in town that we didn’t get done 
last year.”

—Ryan Boone, 
CEO of Estherville Communications


