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Let us help you design your project.
- Built to a higher standard -
Commercial, Residential &

Agricultural Buildings
Pole Building Packages
Metal Roofing - Siding

Windows - Doors
Lumber - Insulation

CONTACT US TODAY!
(319) 656-4422

2120 Hwy 22, Kalona
www.KalonaPostandFrame.com

614-296-9798
JOEL.ROBYDOORS@GMAIL.COM1050 Hwy 1, Kalona  |  319-656-3883  |  www.Ramsey-Creek.com

REMODELING ~ C ABINETRY
INTERIOR DESIGN  & MORE

Ron Blackwell
Owner

PO Box 326, Kalona, IA, 52247

319-631-9079

G2GHandyman@gmail.com

@GeauxHandy

good2geaux_handyman

JK Creative Wood: handcrafted 

furniture for home-based lives
BY CHERYL ALLEN
The News

KALONA

 2020 was a year that changed 
us.  As we enter our fourth year 
in the post-pandemic world, 
we might begin to distinguish 
which changes were merely 
temporary, and which are lon-
ger lasting.  

 One way in which we are 
different is how we have come 
to understand and value our 
homes.  What once may have 
been a place we store things 
and sleep became a 24/7 base 
of operations for everything 
from homework to working 
out.  Obliged to stay within our 
dwellings for a time, we started 
to really live in them.  

 We noticed how our homes 
functioned and did not func-
tion.  We noticed how they 
looked and how they felt.  And 
we made changes.
 At JK Creative Wood in 
Kalona, owners Joel and Kar-
ma Brokaw felt the shift.  Rath-
er than suffer a setback, their 
more than 40-year-old wood-
working business experienced 
a surge in sales.
 2020, Karma says, “was fab-
ulous.  We actually had one of 
the best years we’ve ever had.”
 Although perhaps best 
known for their handcrafted 
smallgoods, such as beautiful 
cutting boards striated with 
bands of cherry, sycamore, 
ash, and walnut, and clip-
boards assembled to resemble 
quilt blocks, JK Creative Wood 
also sells custom Amish-made 
wood furniture, and this is one 
area where they saw the uptick 
in demand.
 “People were at home and 
sick of their furniture, and our 
furniture sales just escalated,” 
Karma says.  “We sold more 
furniture in those years than 
we’ve ever sold in our lives.”
 People’s values changed 
suddenly, Karma explains.  
Now spending more hours at 
home for both work and lei-
sure, warehouse furniture no 
longer satisfied.   Customers 
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The headboard on this queen-size bed is maple stained to look like walnut.Beautiful wood dining sets on display and for sale at JK Creative 
Wood in Kalona.

C I T Y - W I D E  G A R A G E  S A L E S
A R E  A L M O S T  H E R E !

K A L O N A  -  M AY  19-20
R I V E R S I D E  -  M AY  12-13

W E L L M A N  -  M AY  5 - 6

Garage sale ads are due Friday at noon one week before sale. 


