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attractive quality furniture
that would last; they now saw
it as worth the investment.

Although Karma does de-
sign some of it in house, the
furniture JK Creative Wood
sells from their gallery is made
by Amish friends. Rather than
rely on Amish factories in
Ohio or Indiana, the Brokaws
commission craftsmen closer
to home. This provides them
the ability to talk with the
craftsmen directly and have
furniture made precisely how
the customer wants it without
incurring extra charges. A fac-
tory, Karma explains, would
charge additional fees to cus-
tomize a table height, for ex-
ample. That is not the case for
craftsmen who primarily make
to order.

One of the perks of the in-
crease in sales volume is that
the furniture on display in the
gallery — dining and bedroom
sets, for example — can now be
sold right off the floor so cus-
tomers don’t have to wait for
pieces to be built.

“For a couple of years, I
wouldn’t even sell the stock off
the floor, because I just needed
it,” Karma explains. “One of
the biggest changes is being
able to sell things off the floor.”
“People were wonderful about
waiting, and patient. We were

so impressed,” she adds about
the many customers who did
wait a few months for their fur-
niture orders to be completed.

Joel and Karma themselves
deliver furniture orders to
states bordering Iowa, and
sometimes further away if
their schedule allows. For or-
ders destined for more distant
states such as those on the
coasts, shipping and delivery
can be arranged.

When asked if furniture
sales have tapered off as we
enter 2023, Karma reports that
they really have not.

Perhaps valuing home,
valuing quality, and support-
ing local craftsmen are chang-
es we’ve made that will endure.

JK Creative Wood reflects
the work of six generations of
woodworkers, beginning with
Karma’s great-great grandfa-
ther and continuing with the
Brokaw’s children and grand-
children. Visit their gallery
and workshop at 2410 105th
Street, Kalona to learn more
about their heritage, see where
they make their home and office
accessories, and shop for furni-
ture and gifts. Open Mon-Sat 9
a.m. to 5 p.m.; reach them at 319-
656-3990 or online at jkcreative-
wood.com.
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The team at JK Creative Wood.
Back: Joel Brokaw, Riley Hoch-
stedler, Elis Vizcarrondo, and
Jackson Brokaw.

Front: Karma Brokaw, Valor Gra-
ber (age 3), Keilah Graber, and
Shawna Borntrager. Jackson’s
dog: Ellie. Missing: Ethan Ging-
erich.
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W7/

NS
QUALITY WALLS, INC
CONCRETE FOUNDATIONS

Jason Duwa

Concrete walls for:
* Residential - Commercial
« Custom Telebeltinr__:j * Flatwork

319-936-3160

www.dgwall.com ¢ Riverside, lowa
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Call us to see what we have available.

adMiller Tractor

& ENGINE REPAIR

1004 Maple Ave, Kalona |A 52247
319.646.1148

SOUTHTOWN KALONA NEW CONSTRUCTION

mixed with parks and trails
makes the SouthTown
Development a truly
unique opportunity
to call home!

The Willows

Modern amenities

HOMES FOR SALE

THE VILLAS

AT SOUTHTOWN

Experience low maintenance living and
spend a little extra time doing
the things you love.

The Cottonwood

4 Customizable Floor Plans
STARTING AT $439,000

The Cedars

ZERO LOT LINE HOMES
5289,900 - $329,900

Timberline Terrace

SINGLE FAMILY HOMES

KALONA REALTY INC.
221 1st St., Kalona | 319-656-5299

www.KalonaRealty.com
Licensed to sell real estate in the State of lowa




