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With a donation of $5.00 or more YOU could
be the one to “Turn on the Lights”!

Fill out this coupon and send with your donation to:
“Turn on the Lights”, P.O. Box 944, Newton, IA  50208

PLEASE PRINT

Name ____________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________

Phone Number ____________________________________________
We will draw the name on November 23rd and the person will be notified by phone. 

  

124 N Second Ave. W, Newton • 641-787-1206  

Holiday Hours: Monday-Friday 10-5:30; Saturday 10-4 and Sundays in December 1-4

  

3,000 Sq. Ft.
filled to the brim

w/ home &  
Christmas decor!

In-store specials  
and refreshments  

Nov. 11 & 12

Holiday Open House Nov. 11th & 12th
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Jacob D. Parsons, DDS
Steven G. Rabedeaux, DDS

1919 1st Avenue East • Newton, IA • 641-792-2780
www.thedentalpractice.net • Like us on Facebook

Where you will find 
Service, Solutions, and Your Smile.

Thank You Vets!
To all who have served 

our country and 
protected our 

freedoms!

SM-NE674869-1125

 
City of Monroe  
Thanksgiving 

Service Schedule 2022 
 

Attention: City of Monroe 
 

There will be no change in service day for City of Monroe customers.   
Normal service on Wednesday, November 23, 2022. 

 
We will be closed on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 24, 2022! 

 
Please visit www.midwestsanitation.com, Facebook, or call 641.628.2610 for 

more information. 
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manufacturing operations in 
Newton, the company said 
part of the reason was due 
to the uncertainty of when 
wind-related tax credits 
would go into e� ect, as well as 
uncertainties with the regula-
tory environment, costs and 
supply chains.

� e In� ation Reduction 
Act was signed into law by 
President Joe Biden earlier 
this year, going into e� ect in 
August. � e law was estab-
lished to reduce the de� cit, 
lower prescription drug pric-
es and invest in domestic en-
ergy production while also 
promoting sustainable energy, 
such as wind.

With the support the new 
law gives to the domestic re-
newable energy sector, Siwek 
said TPI looks forward “to 
working with GE to take ad-
vantage of this opportunity 
to relaunch the Iowa facility.” 
He went on in his statement 
to thank General Electric “for 
their con� dence in TPI’s team 
to implement this strategy.”

Vic Abate, General Electric 
Renewable Energy’s CEO of 
Onshore Wind, said his em-
ployer “is proud to continue 
our relationship with TPI in 
Iowa.” � e wind-blade manu-
facturing plant, he added, has 
a strong history manufactur-
ing blades for General Elec-
tric’s onshore wind turbines.

“…And they have played a 
key role in helping us to de-
liver and install our installed 
base across North America,” 
Abate said. “We look forward 
to working together with 

them in Iowa to create jobs 
and manufacture equipment 
that produces clean, reliable, 
sustainable energy for our 
customers.”

TPI manufactured wind 
blades for General Electric in 
Iowa from 2008 to 2021.

At the moment, TPI does 
not know how many jobs 
would be created from re-
opening the Newton plant, 
nor does the company know 
the volume of wind blades it 
would be making. Josh Syhl-
man, vice president of global 
services, told Newton News 
the plant is still equipped 
with the tooling the produce 
blades.

Syhlman and TPI are eager 
to begin production in Iowa 
once again.

“TPI is excited to continue 
being a part of Newton,” he 
said. “I think that’s the biggest 
thing for me.”

Mayor Mike Hansen said 
in a statement to the newspa-
per that the city looks forward 
to welcoming TPI and their 
employees back to Newton. 
Last year the mayor was con-
� dent the resiliency of the city 
and its “diversi� ed economy” 
would pull through despite 
the initial closure.

“� e company has been 
a great community partner 
since they came to New-
ton and we anticipated they 
would work hard to keep their 
plant and jobs in Iowa,” Han-
sen said. “� is announcement 
is a positive step forward and 
we are excited to see produc-
tion begin at their facility here 
in Newton in 2024.”

When TPI o�  cially sus-
pended its operations, more 
than 700 employees were 
without a job. Before the New-

ton plant closed its doors, the 
company collaborated with 
IowaWORKS to hold a career 
fair for the displaced workers. 
About 130 employers across 
Iowa participated in the fair.

Although the career fair 
was open to all job seekers, it 
was initially created to aid TPI 
employees. Wind blades have 
not been made in the Newton 
plant since the beginning of 
the year, but TPI maintained 
its lease of the factory through 
2022 and was actively explor-
ing other opportunities for 
the facility.

TPI was the largest em-
ployer in Jasper County at the 
time of its closing. � e com-
pany began producing wind 
blades one year a� er Maytag 
was purchased by the Whirl-
pool Corporation and ceased 
its longtime Newton oper-
ations. It was a huge blow to 
Newton’s economy. TPI partly 
� lled in that loss of industry.

Frank Liebl, executive di-
rector of Newton Develop-
ment Corporation, told New-
ton News that about a third of 
TPI’s workforce at the time of 
the closing were Jasper Coun-
ty residents. He estimated an-
other third was from Marshall 
County and another third 
from Polk County.

� e unemployment rate in 
Jasper County was at about 3.6 
or 3.7 percent in December 
2021 when the TPI plant closed. 
By the next month, it climbed 
to about 5 percent. Since then, 
Liebl said “things have leveled 
o�  again.” � e current unem-
ployment rate in Jasper County 
is about 2.5 percent.

“We didn’t see near the up-
tick in unemployment that 
we thought we would see,” Li-
ebl said, adding that the loss 

was distributed among oth-
er counties. “…A lot of these 
other companies in the area 
picked up some TPI employ-
ees, so they were able to get on 
and � nd jobs shortly a� er TPI 
shut down, too.”

Liebl is unsure why it’s go-
ing to take TPI so long to ramp 
up, but he imagines there are 
lot of details that need to be 
worked out. He doesn’t know 
for sure. Regardless, he sees 
positive impact for Newton 
going forward. It will take 
some time, but he foresees 
TPI returning as the largest 
employer in the county.

“I really think with this 
contract and its 10-year win-
dow that we’ll see them, again, 
being the leading employer in 
Jasper County.

In the same industrial dis-
trict as TPI is the neighbor-
ing Arcosa, which constructs 
wind towers at its Newton 
plant. Arcosa, too, experi-
enced its own set of layo� s 
around the same time as TPI. 
Liebl said that company is 
now in the process of hiring 
a few more people as produc-
tion continues to ramp up.

“I’m sure the In� ation Re-
duction Act had some incen-
tives for them also because it 
seems like anybody that had 
something to do with renew-
ables was going to get a ben-
e� t from that act,” Liebl said, 
noting Arcosa has contracts 
to make towers for a number 
of wind energy suppliers.

Read General Electric Re-
newable Energy CEO of On-
shore Wind Vic Abate’s full 
statement here:

“GE is proud to continue 
our partnership with TPI in 
Iowa. TPI has a strong history 
manufacturing blades for GE’s 

onshore wind turbines, and 
they have played a key role in 
helping us to deliver and in-
stall our installed base across 
North America. We look for-
ward to working together 
with them in Iowa to create 
jobs and manufacture equip-
ment that produces clean, re-
liable, sustainable energy for 
our customers.”

Read TPI Composites, Inc. 
President and CEO Bill Si-
wek’s full statement here:

“We are pleased to an-
nounce our unique part-
nering approach with GE to 
secure the long-term avail-
ability of our Newton, Iowa 
facility for GE’s future blade 
production needs. � is agree-
ment is possible in part due 
to the support provided by 
the In� ation Reduction Act of 
2022 for critical American in-
dustries serving the domestic 
renewable energy sector. We 
look forward to working with 
GE to take advantage of this 
opportunity to relaunch the 
Iowa facility and thank GE for 
their con� dence in TPI’s team 
to implement this strategy.”

Read Newton Mayor Mike 
Hansen’s full statement here:

“� e City of Newton looks 
forward to welcoming TPI and 
their employees back to New-
ton. � e company has been a 
great community partner since 
they came to Newton and we 
anticipated they would work 
hard to keep their plant and 
jobs in Iowa. � is announce-
ment is a positive step forward 
and we are excited to see pro-
duction begin at their facility 
here in Newton in 2024.”

Contact Christopher Braunschweig at 
641-792-3121 ext. 560 or 

cbraunschweig@newtondailynews.com

Legislature passing a law li� ed the dead-
line on open enrollment. Messinger even 
told school board members in late Sep-
tember the district was seeing more open 
enrollments.

It became a “big burden” on the school 
district. In addition to the struggles with 
planning, keeping track of the open en-
roll ins and outs has been a challenge.

To answer Padget’s question, Messing-
er said the data brought to the school 
board were the � nal numbers submitted 
to the state. At the time of the Oct. 24 

meeting, the superintendent was unsure 
of any corrections or adjustments that 
needed to be made. � ere could be some 
later on. But for now no changes.

Preschool numbers are increasing in 
Newton schools, which school board 
member Josh Cantu was quick to point 
out. He commended the community 
partners of Peck Child Development and 
Newton YMCA, speci� cally for adopting 
the school district’s preschool curricu-
lum.

Although the data shows an increase 
of 13 preschool students, preschoolers 
are weighted at 50 percent. Meaning 
Newton actually has 26 more preschool-
ers.

Christopher Braunschweig/Newton News
Newton Superintendent Tom Messinger gives an enrollment update during a past 
school board meeting.
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