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Refer to Marx Column Page 3

The Lady Warriors 
have entered positive 
territory with some 
strong wins. Page 9

By Michael Hohenbrink
Editor

Work on 175th Street is continuing, according to Assis-
tant County Engineer Isaac Wiltgen.

“Today, they are going to be prepping for the painting,” 
said Wiltgen during Monday’s supervisors’ meeting.

A key right now is updating landowners and others affect-
ed on where crews will be and when work will take place.

“People tend to be a little bit happier if you let them 
know,” said Wiltgen.

Meanwhile, blade work on Winneshiek County’s grav-
el roads can move forward thanks to precipitation over the 
weekend.

“We haven’t had rain in like forever,” said Wiltgen.
That recent moisture will allow the Secondary Roads De-

partment to have at least a few days to work on the gravels.
The department is also working to fill a staff opening.
“Applications are due on Friday,’ said Wiltgen. “We’ve 

got eight applications, I think.”
Additionally, Chairman Dan Langreck briefed the board 

on the latest regarding a dispute between the Winneshiek 
County Sheriff’s Office and WMT and its tractorcade.

Langreck said WMT corporate had apologized to the 
sheriff for disparaging comments regarding his reluctance 
to utilize staff on the clock for a minimum of four hours to 
provide traffic control for a private entity.

Consensus by supervisors was that the sheriff was pru-
dent in that decision.

“It’s not a good use of our money,” said Supervisor Shir-
ley Vermace.

Langreck also pointed to a possible reason that WMT 
might want to stay on positive terms with Winneshiek 
County.

“The rumor mill has it they want to come to Decorah next 
year,” said Langreck.

Supervisors also heard from Rhonda Olsgard about 
Townline Road.

Olsgard reminded supervisors plans going back 20 years 

See PLEA: Page   8

TV Approves
Agreements

By Michael Hohenbrink
Editor

JACKSON JUNCTION - Annual approval was given 
to staff sharing with superintendent, maintenance director, 
transportation, vocational agriculture and school business/
HR with New Hampton and industrial technology with 
South Winneshiek.

During its June meeting, the board of education ap-
proved the sharing agreements.

Board members also discussed an agreement with The 
Lion Electric Company, of Joliet, Illinois, to help with se-
curing an electric bus, pending grant approval for Turkey 
Valley as the company seeks to work with multiple school 
districts to bring electric buses to the districts.

If the district were to secure a grant, competitive bidding 
would still be required, but the current price quoted for the 
district is $738,750.

Funding would be through a federal grant.
The district had previously applied for this but was not 

one of the winning districts selected for the previous year.
A School Safety Grant application was also discussed 

with $50,000 per building or $100,000 total for the district 
possible.

Turkey Valley has had its assessments completed with 
additional security cameras recommended. The district 
also has a visitor management system on its application.

Actual purchases will be approved when the district re-
ceives notice it has been awarded funding.

A resignation was approved for Honor Langreck with 
appointments: Jr High Volleyball Coach 23-24 for Hailey 
Gage; Jr High Football Coach 23-24 for Adam Hanson 
(pending certification); Jr High Boys Basketball Coach 
23-24 for Simon Schmitt and Volunteer Baseball Coach 
for Simon Schmitt.

St. Lucas Talks 
Building Sale

By Michael Hohenbrink
Editor

ST. LUCAS - Selling the former fire station and animal 
complaints were on tap as the St. Lucas City Council met.

A public hearing on the sale of the current public works 
building, formerly home to the fire department was up first 
for council.

Since the fire department uses it, there was reluctance to 
completely part with the public works building.

No firm action on sale was taken.
Additionally, a dog concern was presented to council with 

a resident asking whether the city has something in its ordi-
nances.

Council heard multiple issues have arisen, ranging from 
dog droppings to mating issues.

City Clerk Carrie Davis said she would post applicable 
City Code information to nudge dog owners.

With the city recycling bins in a new home, a light has also 
gone up, said Mayor Nick Busta.

Three seats are up for city council coming up with the filing 
period Aug. 28 to Sept. 21 with 10 signatures needed, said 
Davis.

SW Track Will 
See Surfacing

By Michael Hohenbrink
Editor

CALMAR - South Winneshiek will see track resurfacing 
coming up.

During its June meeting, the South Winneshiek board of 
education approved resurfacing to be undertaken by Midwest 
Tennis and Track at a cost of $65,150.

The district also approved a facility usage agreement for 
the gymnasium at St. Aloysius to allow South Winneshiek to 
make use of the site.

The board approved the resignation of Jason Ohrt as Assis-
tant Varsity Track Coach and Mandi Perry as Paraprofession-
al and approved the appointments of Meghan Herold for As-
sistant Large Group Speech; Kim Numedahl as Cook Point 
of Sale; Deb Eichenberger as PT Cook and Jackie Henning 
as Paraprofessional. 

The district will be selling 225 chrome books including 
chargers at $10 each. They will be sold July 10 and 11.

Annual sharing approval was given for Howard Winnesh-
iek for the Operation and Maintenance Director, Transporta-
tion Director and Superintendent for the 2024 school year. 

The board will next meet July 10 at 5:30 p.m.

County Hears Townline Plea

Erin Go BraghErin Go Bragh
David and Janice Byrne were announced by John Reicks as the 2023 Grand Marshalls for the Ninth Annual  
Lawler Irish Fest Friday during the opening ceremony. See more photos Page 2. Photo by Michael Hohenbrink

Judge Stops Sword Trial Proceedings
By Michael Hohenbrink

Editor

HAWKEYE – A judge has ordered proceedings suspended 
in an attempted murder trial for a woman accused of going 
after a man with multiple swords.

Kim Renee Cannon, 58, of Hawkeye, is accused of attack-
ing her victim back in Jaunary with a pair of swords, injuring 
him with multiple lacerations to the head and one cut that had 
gone through his eye socket, leaving him bleeding following 
the assault.

According to a sworn statement in court records by Deputy 
Joshua Barker, the defendant allegedly attacked the man with 
one sword, left him injured and then came back with another 

sword to continue attacking him.
When law enforcement arrived, she was found to be in 

the kitchen, blood on her face and clothing and the victim 
on the bathroom floor as the defendant refused to follow law 
enforcement orders to leave the house, so the victim could 
be tended.

Bond was set at $25,000 with the defendant eventually 
posting it as a protective order was served on the defendant.

Her trial was original set for May 10 as she had entered a 
plea of not guilty.

Now, the court has ruled to suspend proceedings pending 
a competency hearing on psychiatric grounds, with the judge 
finding “probable cause that the defendant is suffering from 
a mental disorder.”

Remaining Prostitution Cases Headed for Trial
By Michael Hohenbrink

Editor

FORT ATKINSON – Following plea deals for multiple 
prostitution suspects, remaining cases for subjects involved 
in pimping, prostitution and a client are moving ahead to trial 
after arrests that began in January at a residence in Fort At-
kinson.

Jenna Beth McLaury, 30, of West Union, has entered a plea 
of not guilty and is set for trial Aug. 16 at 9 a.m. in Fayette 
County while Kaylee Jo Harting, 38, of Aurora, has also en-
tered a plea of not guilty with trial set for July 2 at 9:30 a.m. in 
Winneshiek County. Both women are accused of prostitution.

Trent Jason Fitzpatrick, 53, of Oelwein, who is accused of 
pimping, will head to trial Aug. 23 at 9 a.m. in Winneshiek 
County.

Accused client Bradley Joseph Kamaus, 49, of Fort Atkin-
son, has likewise entered a plea of not guilty. After a judge 
rejected Kamaus’ request for a public defender, his new attor-
ney successfully filed for a continuance, arguing she had just 

met him and needed time to prepare a defense.
Kamaus is the only defendant not utilizing a court-appoint-

ed defender.
Trial is set for Sept. 20 at 9 a.m. in Winneshiek County.
So far, Nicole Burgos, 29, of Oelwein, and Ashley Roch-

ford, 38, of Oelwein, have both taken plea deals after the 
women were charged with prostitution.

Fitzpatrick, for his part, has ignored the warning of his de-
fender and insisted on a trial, with a specific note that he could 
be liable for part of the costs of his own defense for pursuing 
a full trial, court records note. The court granted an exemp-
tion to the normal public defender pay for Fitzpatrick beyond 
what is typically allowed.

The multi-county investigation has spanned months with 
trials now set to take place in two counties and with defen-
dants drawn from three counties with multiple law enforce-
ment divisions taking part in the investigations that resulted 
from a bank employee noticing suspicious activity as the 
alleged prostitutes sought to get paid, with payments in hun-
dreds of dollars per each time allegedly involved.




