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Six area bands set to jazz it
up at state championships

He directs MOC-Flovd Valley's
top jazz band, a 22-member en-
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Among them s Class 3A MOC-
Floyd Valley High School’s jazz

MOC-FV hoping to

hit high note again ensemble, which competed In  semble that is designated Jazz 1.
gh & five lowa contests this year and The high school has three jazz
BY ALEISA SCHAT walked away with five first-place  bands with 55 members In togal.

ASCHATENNESTIOWACON

REGIONAL—SIkx N'West lowa
high school jazz bands are set to
perform at the lowa Jazz Cham-
plonships on Tuesday, April 4, In
Ames.

finishes.

“This year’s jazz band is playing
at a very high level. [ am excited
to see how the judges at a high-
quality contest like 1)C rank us,”
said Mart Honken.

Ihe band’s competition season
Included the lowa Lakes Jazz
Contest in January in Estherville,
the University of Northem lowas

See JAZZ on page A1l

Matthew Honken directs the MOC-Floyd Valley High School jazz band at the lowa Lakes
Jazz Festival on Jan. 20 in Estherville. The ensemble will be among six N'West lowa
ensembles competing at the lowa Jazz Championships on Tuesday. Photo submitted

gv ELUAH HELTON
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ES MOINES—The
lowa Legislature

this week killed

a bill that would
have restricted
eminent domain for
CO2 pi effec-
tively ending any
chance of legisla-
tive action on the

The Sen-

ate allowed

565 to expire ahead of Fri-
day's deadline, common-
ly known as the funnel,
which narrows the bills
still being considered.

“It didn’t surprise me,
but it's disappointing,
and It's frustrating, and
there's no way to get
around that," said Sen.
leﬂ’ Taylor (R-Sioux Cen-

House File 565 would
have required pipeline
companies such Summit

Nnvlp(or CO2 Ventures

to secure 90 percent of nent domain.

their routes via voluntary

Many land-
owners have

signs on their prop-
arty and traveling to
Des Moines to pro-

,“ test. Photo by

allowed to pursue emi-

House File Carbon Solutions and easement before being S¢¢ BILL on A12

Court documents
provide more info
on murder charge

Asbury latest artist
to join RiseFest '23

“We couldnt be more excited
to have Cory lead worship at
RiseFest 20237 sald Rob Roo-
zeboom, the founder of Rise

Well-known for his
‘Reckless Love' song

: possession BY JUSTIN RUST Ministries in Sheldon, the orga-
Kassel arrested in of a firearm, | ¢ JRUSTHNWESTIOWACOM nization behind RiseFest.
death of mother a Class D |/ \ SHELDON—RIiseFest con-  Wednesday's announcement
felony; oper- | gugit tinues to expand its 2023 line- adds Asbury to a lineup that
BY JEFF GRANT ating a vehi- e up as Cory Asbury has been already consists of Crowder,
JGRANTHNWESTIONACOM cle without e announced as the sixth artist ' We The Kingdom, CAIN, Anne
SHELDON—Bond has been  the owner's N\ Cory Asbury will perform at RiseFest 2023 after the who will be appearing at the Wilson and Ben Fuller for the
set at $1 million for a 41-year-  consent, an Iy j Christian music artist was announced as the latest artist  two-day Christian music festival .
old Rock Raplds man accused  aggravated . .o for the June 9-10 event in Sheldon. Fhoto submitted  In June in Sheldon. See RISEFEST on Al0

misdemean-

or; and two

counts of fifth-degree theft,

simple misdemeanors.
Criminal complaint docu-

ments filed in O'Brien County

of murdering his mother
at her home in Sheldon on
Thursday, March 23,
Nathaniel Byron Kassel was
arrested about noon Friday,
March 24, in Flandreau, SD, in
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in Primghar, where he faces advisor today.

charges of first-degree mur-
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Kassel accused of shooting mom, taking her car

MURDER

Continued from page Al

Divislon of Criminal Investiga-
tion through the lowa Depart-
ment of Public Safety.

Sheldon police chief Scort
Burtch wrote in his report that
Kassel “willfully, deliberately,
and with premeditation killed
the victim, his mother.”

The report stated Kassel
was residing with Duskin at
the time and messaged other
family members, stating *I'm
killing Jody™ at approximately
8:47 p.m. Wednesday, March
22,

At approximately 11:30 pam.
that same date, Kassel “was
overheard in a phone con-
versation stating he made a
mistake and hurt someone.”

Kassel was In possession of
a handgun at approximately
4:30 p.m. on the same date,
according to two witnesses,
according to the palice chief's
report.

Kassel communicated with
Individualks in the eardy mom-
ing hours of Thursday, March
23, that Duskin was sick and
could not go to work.

The report stated Duskin
was shot in the head in the
south bedroom of 604 Fourth
Ave.

A .45-caliber casing and a
bullet were located.

Three empty handgun con-
rainers also were located in the
reskdence. One of the contain-
ers was for a 45-caliber hand-
gun.

Kassel's arrest stemmed

from a 911 call to the O'Brien
County Communication Cen-
ter about a deceased female
located ar 604 Fourth Ave. at
about 4 p.m. Thursday, March
23, in Sheldon. Duskin, who
had owned the home since
September 2020, was found by
a family member, according to
the DCI.

When authorities arrived,
they found Duskin deceased
inside her two-story home.

An autopsy of Duskin took
place last Saturday by the lowa
Office of the State Medical
Examiner in Ankeny, and her
death was ruled as a homicide.

Kassel was arrested Friday
in Flandreau, SD, outside
the Native Natlons Cannabls
Dispensary, according the
Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe

HAVEINFORMATION 72

W Anyone with information regarding investigation into
the death of Jody Lynn Duskin is asked to contact the
Sheldon Polce Department at 712-324-2525 or cal
lowa Division of Criminal Investigation at 712-224-7680.

Police Department.

Flandreau Santee Sloux
Tribe police chief Brian Arnold
noticed a vehicle at the Royal
River Casino & Hotel that fit
the description given to de-
partment by the lowa DCL The
vehicle was a 2013 Ford Edge
owned by Duskin,

The tribe police coordinated
with the Flandreau Police
Department, Moody County
Sheriff’s Office, South Dakota
Highway Patrol and lowa DCL

Sloux County supervisor Cralg Hoftyzer flips through plans during discussion at the March 21 meeting. The supervisors took

action to add the paving of certain routes outside of Rock Valley to the engineer’s five-year plan.  Photo by Enc Sandbulte

Rural Rock Valley to get extra paving

Sioux County puts three
more miles on road plan

BY ERIC SANDBULTE
ESAMDBULTEANVESTIOWACOM

ORANGE CITY—The Sioux County
Board of Supervisors have added plans
to resurface some roads neighboring
Rock Valley to the fifth vear of the county
engineer’s five-year plan.

Rock Valley mayor Kevin Van Otterloo
requested at the supervisors’ March 21
meeting that the county eventually pave
two routes on the clty’s south side. The
first route Is Fig Avenue from Highway
18 to 320th Street and then 320th Street
west a half mile from Fig Avenue, which
is now gravel.

The second route included 320th
Street from Elmwood Avenue to Eagle
Avenue, which ks now a Level B mainte-
nance road, then the gravel road from
320th Sereet north a half mile up Eagle
Avenue to reach the city limits

These two routes amount to about
three miles.

The total estimated cost for the proj-
ect, which would include right-of-way
acquisitions, grading and box culvert
extensions, is $7.54 million. The esti-
mate was based on statewlde average
prices over the past year. Assuming 6
percent inflation, the total cost would
Increase to $10.1 million n 2026,

Avenue portion of the project where the
Rock Valley city imits are on the center-
line of the road. Rock Valley would be
responsible for the project costs in this
area, an estimated $530,000 based on
past-year prices or a projected $705,000
in 2028,

These routes are Increasingly used by
trucks and other motorists seeking to
get to Rock Valley's industrial locations,
but the Level B maintenance road has
caused problems for trucks since the
first eighth of a mile has gravel provided
by a homeowner, making that road
appear to be better maintained than it
actually is.

“You have a lot of steel trucks com-
ing in from Stoux Clty, and thelr GPS is
taking them down that dead road,” Van
Otterloo sald. "Right now, when they
tum on that dead road and see they cant
go down it, they have no chance to turn
around In a semi. They actually have to
back up across that blacktop and hope
no cars pop up over that hill.”

For the county to take on the project,
It must first be added to the engineer’s
five-year plan, requiring the supervisars’
approval. By putting the project on the
five-year plan, the county is under no
ohligation to do the project.

Sioux County engineer Joel Sikkema
sald he would want to talk more with
Van Ortterloo about which of the two
routes would be higher priority If the

years.

Upgrading the Level B maintenance
road on 320th Street already is part of
the five-year plans, due to begin in 2024,
Once graded, the road would need to
walt two years before It Is hard surfaced
so that it can properly settle.

“The challenge with this is golng to be
with the $7.5 million estimated cost, we
really need to figure out what all of our
avallable options for funding are,” Sik-
kema said.

He sald that sources such as Revitalize
lowa's Sound Economy (RISE) grants
could be one option, given the projects’
anticipated benefits to Rock Valley's
industrial businesses,

In other matters at the March 21
meeting, the supervisors unanimously
approved downslzing the number of
members on the Sloux County Planning
and Zoning Board from 11 to seven.

Planning and zoning director Shane
Walter sald it Is unusual among lowa's
counties to have so many people serve
on that board, with five or seven mem-
bers much more common,

"A commission of 11 Is kind of un-
wieldy sometimes. It's hard to get every-
body at the meeting,” Walter said.

To get down to seven members, Wal-
ter will ask If any current members are
willing to step down. After that, it would
come down to not replacing members
who complete thedr terms until a seven-

There is a half-mile section of the Flg  county had to tackle them In different  member board is achleved.
SIBLEY MAN ARRESTED  of a 2011 Chevrclet Equinox  a bag of methamphetamine and 23, on Garfield Avenue, three
FOR OWI, NO LICENSE on Praine Trail Road in Shefdon, & bag of marjuana, accordng o mies southeast of Rodk Valey

SIBLEY—A 42-year-old Sibky
man was arrested about 205
p.m. Tuesday, March 21, on
chargas of second-oflense opar-
ating whike under the nfluence
and no valid drver's licanse,

The arest of Robert August
Neuman stermmed from a report
of him apparently being indowicat-
od at Casey’s General Store in
Sbley and driving off in a 2004
Buick Rendazwous, according
1o the Osceola County Shariff's
Office.

A deputy abserved Neuman
driving east on Second Street
and dound his vehicle perked at
the main entrance of Oscecla
Regonal Healih Cender in Sibley
with him sitting in the driver's
seal and the angna running

Neuman had bloodshot/
walery eyas, mpared balance,
slurmed speach and the odor of
an alooholic beverages,

He admitled fo consuming
alcohol eerler, accordng %o the
incident report,

SHELDON WOMAN JAILED
ON MARUUANA CHARGE
SHELDON-A 42-year-old
Sheklon woman was amrestad
about 8:05 p.m. Wednesday,
March 22, on a charge of first-
offansa possession of a con-
trodled substance - mariuana
The arrest of Tal Dee
Monen stemmed from the sfop

according o tha Sheddon Folce
Department

Monen was found n posses-
sion of a baggie containing a
grean keafy substance consstent
with maripsana and a vape pan
containing THC.

She had an expired medical
marjuana card with her, accoed-
ing to the incident report,

MILFORD MAN CHARGED
FOR METH, MARLJUANA

HARRIS—A 42-yaar-old Mi-
ford man was amrested about
10:30 p.m. Wednesday, March
22, near Harns on charges of
possassion of a controled sub-
sfance - lhird o subsequent
offense — methamphetamine;
passession of a controbed sub-
stance — third or subsequent
offense — marjuana; drivin
while his license was denie:g
or revoked; operating a motor
vehicle without a raqured igne
tion interiock device; driving withe
oul réguired high-nisk rsuance;
& driving whie his leense was
denied, suspended, canceled or
revoked,

The arrest of Elijah Arthur
Hix stemmed from the stop of
a wastbound 2003 Chavrolet
Tralbtazer clodead at 68 mph on
Hghway 9 near Wilow Avenue
south of Haris, according to the
Osceola Courty Shariff's Offica

A search ol the wehice locatad

the incident report

MAN CHARGED FOR OWI,
CHILD ENDANGERMENT

GECRGE-A 34-year-old
Georpa man was amested about
10 pm ‘Wednesday, March 22,
o charges of fisst-offenss oper-
aling while under the influence,
passession of an open containes
of alcohol, speeding, fadure i
use headlamps when requied
and two counts of child endan-
gament

The arrest of Marius Wijnand
Dideric Versteeg stemmed
from the stop of a 2011 Ford
F250 pickupn al the nlersaction
of Jay Aaenue and 2108h Street
about a mile west of Gearge for
r.pcndinq and operabing withoet
its headlghts, according to the
Lyon County Sheriff's Cifice,

Varsteag had bloodshot/
watery eyes, iImpaired balanca,
slurred speach, the ador of an
acoholic beverage and an cpen
container of alcohol and faied
fidd sobriety tests, according fo
the incidert reporl

He had left two grls, ages 4
and 2. unsupenised at his home,

ONE HURT IN ROLLOVER
CRASH BY ROCK VALLEY

ROCK VALLEY-A 41-yaar-
old Sioux Center man was
inpred in & one-vehale crash
about 655 am. Thursday, March

Guillermo Luna-Perez was
driving north whan he lost contrd
of hes 2015 Chiysler 300, which
enterad the west ditch, strucx a
cuvert and roled, accerding %o
the Sioux County Sheriff's Oﬁ'u-_

Lura-Perer was trapped and
was exdmcied from the vwehicke
by responders with the Rock V-
ley Fire Dapariment,

Ha then was transportad to
Heng Heash Center in Rock Va-
ley tor treatment of his injures,

Hs vehicke recaived an esti-
mated $10,000 damage.

INWOOD TEEN ARRESTED
FOR OWINORTH OF HULL

HULL=A 19+pesr-ckd Irwood
resident was arresied about
midnight Fridarg, March 24, near
Hull on a charge of first-offense
operating whie undar the nfiu-
enca

The arrest of Jenner Nicholas
Johnson stemmed from the
stop of a 2013 Cheysler 200
Tourirg on the 2800 mile of Ibex
Avenue abaut five miles north of
Hull after leaving a party in which
there were people under the
legal age drnkong, accordng fo
the Lyon County Sherdf's Office,

Johnson had bloodshot/wa-
tery eyas and the strong odor
of an alcoholc beverage. He
regstered a blood aloohol con-
centration of 088, according 1o
the incident report

Kassel was taken into cus-
tody at the Brookings County
Sheriff's Office in South Dako-
ta

He was found to be in pos-
session of two of the hand-
guns — a .22-calither handgun
and 9 mm handgun — from
Duskin’s residence.

Kassel was extradlted on
Monday, arriving about 8 pum.
to the ('Brien County Law
Enforcement Center.

A preliminary hearing Is

scheduled for 130 p.m. Friday,
April 7, in the O'Brien County
Courthouse in Primghar at
which time the judge will
determine If there is sufficient
evidence to continue the case.

Billy Oyadare, a state public
defender out of Sioux City,
was appointed as Kassel's at-
torney after Kassel signed a
financial affidavit stating he
Is unemploved and therefore
has no income. He also stated
he owns nothing worth more
than $100.

Scott Brown, assistant attor-
ney general of lowa, will repre-
sent the prosecution on behalf
of the state.

Funeral arrangements for
Duskin are being handled by
Jurrens Funeral Home in Sib-
lew.

Dove Award winner
to perform in June
RiseFest in Sheldon

RISEFEST

Continued from page Al

June 9-10 event at the RiseFest
grounds In Sheldon. We The
Kingdom will headline Friday
and Crowder will be close out
Saturday schedule.

Asbury released his first solo
album "Let Me See vour Eves”
In 20049,

His first major hit came in
2017 when he released his
second single "Reckless Love,
which led 1o his second album
under the same name kn 2018,
The album debuted at No. 1 on
Billboard’s Christian Albums
charts and reached No. 53 on
the Billboard 200 chart. The
song reached No. 7 on Hot
Christian Songs and Asbury
peaked at No. 3 on Billboard’s
Emerging Artists chart.

“Reckless Love,” both the
song and the album, vaulted
Asbury into the Christian
muslc spotlight as he was
nominated for five Dove
Awards in 2018 — Song of the
Year, Worship Song of the Year
and Worship Recorded Song
of the Year for “Reckless Love,”
Worship Album of the Year for
"Reckless Love” and New Artist
of the Year.

Ashury went on to win Song
of the Year, Worship Song of the
Year and Worship Album of the
Year.

In 2020, “The Father's House”
was released as the Jead single
for Asbury’s third solo album
"To Love a Fool." The song
debuted at No. 16 on Hot

FORMUREINFD}
W To leam more about
RiseFest and Rse
Mimistnas, visit www.
riseministnes.com or
stay connected through
socal media and
Facebook, Instagram
and Twitter; e-mail info@@
nseminstnes.com or call
712-324-9763,

Christian Songs and peaked at
No. 3 on the chart. “To Love a
Fool” debuted at No. 4 on Bil-
board's Top Christian Albums
chart.

“Sparrows” was the second
single released from “To Love a
Fool” and it peaked at No. 6 on
Hot Christian Songs.

Asbury was nominated
for two Dove awards in 2021
for Song of the Year for “The
Father’s House" and Pop/Con-
temporary Album of the Year
for " To Love a Fool.”

In 2022, RiseFest hosted
more than 20,000 people for
the two-day festival, which fea-
tures the nation’s top Christian
artists and speakers.

Tickets for RiseFest 2023 are
on sale through the Early Bird
Special for $48.50 when 10
or more are purchased. Indi-
vidual tickets are $53 until April
30. Children 10-and-under are
free. Audience members may
upgrade thelr festival experi-
ence with prime tickets and

camping,

Charges dismissed
for one of two men
after Sheldon arrest

Pot, guns allegedly
found at residence

BY JEFF GRANT
JGRANTEMWESTIOWACON

SHELDON—Charges have
been dismissed for one of two
Sheldon men arrested follow-
Ing a search of their home Jan.
21.

The arrests of 64-year-old
Kevin Glen Anderson and 61-
year-old Joey Lynn Espeland
followed a search of at 217 N,
Fifth Ave., according to the
Sheldon Police Department.

A small white contalner with
marijuana in it was found in
a dresser that Anderson said
was his. Multiple items of drug
paraphernalia, such as one-
hitters, pipes and bongs, were
found among his belongings as
well as in common areas of the
residence. Anderson admit-
ted some of the ltems were
his, according to the incident

report

A bag containing marijuana
was found in Espeland's bed-
room. Two .22-caliber rifles
and a 12-gauge shotgun also
were Jocated in the residence.
Espeland said the rifles were
his while the shotgun was in a
common area he had access
to. Vartous {tems of drug para-
phemalia, such as one-hitters,
pipes and bongs, were found in
his bedroom as well as in com-
maon areas of the residence.

Anderson was charged with
second-offense possession of a

controlled substance — mari-
juana and possession of drug
malla.

Espeland was charged with
possession of a controlled sub-
stance — marijuana — third
or subsequent offense, do-
minion/control of a firearm/
offensive weapon by a felon
and possession of drug para-
phemalla.

The search warrant stemmed
from Anderson being arrested
Jan. 20 on charges of driving
while his icense was denied or
revoked and operating a motor
vehicle without a required
imitlon Interfock after a 2000
Chevrolet Silverado pickup he
was driving was stopped on
the 100 block of North Fourth
Avenue.

The pickup Anderson was
driving was registered to Espe-
land. When an officer returned
the keys to their residence,
he detected the odor of mari-

juana.

Anderson pleaded not guilty
to all the charges on March
18 in O'Brien County District
Court in Primghar.

A pretrial conference for him
has been scheduled for 9 a.m.
April 17 with a jury tial slated
for May 16.

The charges against Espe-
land were dismissed March
17 at the request of O'Brien
County assistant attorney
Rachael Becker after he was
not indicted within 45 days
as required by lowa Rules of
Criminal Procedure 2.33(2)(a).



