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Summit finally set to
face IUB on Tuesday

BY ELUAH HELTON
EHELTONSNWESTIOWACOM
REGIONAL—Scores of people
for and against the proposed
Summit Carbon Selutions pipe-
line are making thelr final prepa-
rations before the CO2 projects
hearing with the lowa Utilities
Board set for Tuesday, Aug, 22,
Proceedings are set to start at 10
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Shouts grow louder ahead
of lowa’s pipeline hearing ¥ /.Ac

a.m., although protesters expect
to show up at least an hour early
at the Cardiff Event Center in Fort
Dodge. The 1UB will meet for at
least a month, with every week-
day adding to testimony.

The lowa Farmers Union, one
of several statewide groups or-
ganizing against Summit and
similar pipelines, held a virtual
meeting Thursday afternoon to
discuss the hearing.

*It’s super important for people
to take action,” said IFU presi-
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dent Aaron Lehman.

The hearing will start with Ex-
hibit H landowners. These are
people who are on Summirt’s pro-
posed route who have not signed
a voluntary easement with the
Ames-based company.

There are about 1,000 parcels
still unsigned in lowa, about a
third of the route. The landowner

total is likely smaller since one
person can own multiple parcels.

See HEARING on A10

"It’s a really beautiful town, there’s so many things there and its
just all gone. And it's just a sad, sad situation.”

BY MIKAELA MACKEY MMACKEY AMNESTIONACOM
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Doon train derailment
result of negligence?

Lawsuit filed against
BNSF for 2018 crash

BY MARK MAHONEY
NEWSH IOVAINFORMATION.COM
DOON—Members of a Rock
Valley family have sued BNSF
Railway over the damage caused
to thelr land by a 2018 train
derallment and oil spill near
Doon.
According to the lawsuit, Philip,
Kristl, John and Helen Kooima

based rallroad company of neg-
ligence and regulatory violations
as well as causing thelr property
to decrease in value due to ofl and
contaminants that still are in the

Efforts to reach BNSE which
operates one of the largest rail-
road networks in North America,
for comments on the civil case
went unanswered.

The Koolma family originally
filed the eight-page lawsuit in

Mollsﬂowsltﬂohswolhnkodtlﬁmwﬂhofbom
after a BNSF train derailed during the early Friday morning

have accused the Fort Worth, TX-  See LAWSUIT on A7 of June 22, 2018. No one was hurt.  Photo by Jacob Faber
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E-mail us at: ediior@towainformationcom | 712-324-5347
www.westionacom | facebook.com/nwestiaroview

Jess Mazour of the Sierra Club’s lowa chapler speaks at an anti-pipefine rally last year in
Des Moines. On Tuesday, Aug. 22, the lowa Utilities Board will hold its first CO2 pipeline
hearing, which could grant a permit 1o Summit Carbon Solitions.  Photo submitted

Private schools’
ESAs ready for
first day of class

Area is a hot spot
for state program

BY MIKAELA MACKEY
MMACKEY SNWESTIOWALCCM

REGIONAL—A wave of
speculation and uncer-
tainty has accumulated
ahead of the 2023-24 aca-
demic year since lowa Gov.
Kim Reynolds signed the
Students First Act into law
on Jan. 24.

The process works this
way: Parents who choose
to enroll their eligible
children in an accredited
K-12 nonpublic school will
recelve an amount equal
to the per-pupll funding

NOW OPEN!

LUNCH HOURS: 11:00 AM - 1:30 PM

We are excited to welcome the public to eat at the Café on
Main at Crown Pointe Estates! Enjoy a variety of lunch options
like flatbread pizzas, soup, sandwiches, burgers, and fries.

allocated to public school
districts for the same bud-
get school vear.

Funds will be deposited
into an education savings
account, referved to as an
ESA or a voucher, to be
used for tition, fees and
other qualified education
expenses as specified in
the legislation.

Students with accepted
applications will have
§7.635 eligible to spend
on tultlon and education-
related costs.

N'West lowa Is among
the areas of the state in
which the ESAs are being

See ESA on page A10

FOLLOW CROWN POINTES ESTATES ON FACEBOOK FOR THE LATEST SPECIAL SERVED AT THE CAFE!
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NEWS LAW & ORDER
SIOUX CITY MAN JAILED  minor ipuries
FOR METH AND MORE He had bloodshot/watery eyes,

Rock Valley family suing BNSF
for derailment, oil spill in 2018

LAWSUIT

Continued from page Al

Lyon County District Court in Rock
Rapids on June 22, the five-year annlver-
sary of the derallment. The litigation was
maoved to the ULS. District Court in Sioux
City on Aug, 4.

According to the lawsult, the plain-
tiffs have accused BNSF of ordering its
employees to operate a freight tain early
on the moming of june 22, 2018, through
an area near Doon that bad been flooded
due 1o heavy rains the previous two days.

“At the foregoing time and place,
defendant BNSF was aware that the
tracks over which defendant and its
conductor were 1o operate the train were
floaded out, Improperly maintained. not
properly inspected and were unsafe,”
the lawsuit reads. *Despite such aware-
ness, defendant ordered Its emplovees to
operate its train over this section of the
track”

As a result, more than 30 tank cars
derailed and an estimated 160,000 gal-
lons of heavy crude ofl spilled into the
floadwaters, "causing catastrophic prop-
erty and environmental damage,” the
lawsuit reads.

A National Transportation Safety
Board report determined the train’s
speed was not a factor In the derallment.

The train was found to have been trav-
eling ar 48 mph, 1 mph under the max-
mum speed allowed on that stretch of
track. when the emergency brakes were
applied and the derallment occurred,
according to federal officlals.

According to the lawsuir, the Keolma
family has alleged the derailment and oil
spill have causaed harm to them and the
environment.

"As a resulr, in whole or in part, of the
foregoing negligence of defendant BNSE
plaintifts sustained severe, permanent
and disabling damages to thelr prop-
erty,” the lawsuit reads. "Plalntiffs have
suffered in the past and will continue
In the future to suffer from damages to
thelr properry.”

In addition, according to the lawsuit,
the Koolma family has "Incurred losses
and will continue to suffer such Issues in
the future, and will sustain a permanent
loss of value of thelr property in amounts
to be determined by the evidence at the
trial of this matter.”

Collectively, the plaintiffs are the own-
ers of nearly 465 acres of farm ground
and green space in Lyon County in and
around the area of where the derallment
cocurred near Doon.

“Plaintiffs’ financial interest in the

A

Members of 8 Rock Valley family have sued BNSF Railway over
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damage caused

to their land by a 2018 train derailment and ol spil near Doon. More than 30 tank
cars derailed and an estimated 160,000 gallons ol spilled.  Photo by Philip Kooima

property has been substantially reduced
as result of the derallment and environ-
mental disaster caused by the waste and
negligence of defendant and the contin-
ued presence of oll and contaminants in
the soll.” the lawsuit reads.

According to the Eawsuit, the Koolma
family has requested a jury trial and is
asking for actual damages and punitive
damages.

“An award of punitive damages is
necessary to punish BNSF for fts will-
ful and wanton disregard for others'
property rights and to deter it and other
similarly situated companies from oper-
ating recklessly n the future,” the lawsuit
reads.

In December 2021, the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency announced
BNSF agreed to pay move than $1.5 mil-
lion to resolve alleged violations of the
federal Clean Water Act related to the
deratlment.

The BNSF train was hauling nearly

2.5 million gallons of oll from Canada o
Texas when it derailed near Doon.

According to the EPA, the oil spill
caused by the derallment resulted in
discharges to the Rock River, Little Rock
River and Burr Oak Creek

“llegal discharges of ol into streams,
rivers and wetlands present a significant
threat to human health and the environ-
ment," sakd EPA Reglon 7 Administrator
Meg McCollister. "EPA Is committed to
protecting our nation’s waterways and
will ensure that Clean Water Act protec-
tlons are upheld.”

Impacts from the oil spill included an
evacuation order for nearby residents
from thelr homes, edevated levels of haz-
ardous substances within the affected
site, closure of nearby drinking water
wells, destruction of crops and deaths of
at least three animals.

Discharges of pollutants, including oil,
Into federally protected waterways are
violations of the Clean Water Act.

Young agribusiness owners could win

Contest by Farm Bureau
to award creative ideas

REGIONAL—Jowa Farm Bureau Fed-
eration, the state’s largest grass-roots
farm organization, encourages young
farmer entrepreneurs 18-35 years old
with an ag-related business to enter the
Grow Your Future Award for a chance to
win $7.500.

The competiton is focused on Farm
Bureau members with enterprises that
tap into niche production, agritourism
and specialty setvices.

“The Grow Your Future Award was
created by the lowa Farm Bureau Fed-
eration Young Farmer committee who
understand the need to diversify and
can appreciate the challenges that come
with efforts to bring additonal income

ANNUAL PRE-HARVEST ONLINE

to the farm." sald Amanda Van Steenwyk,
lowa Fanm Bureau's farm business devel-
opment managetr.

Interested entrepreneurs should apply
at www.iowafarmbureau.com/growy-
ourfuture by Sept. 1.

The bureau will select up to 10 appli-
cants to be further narrowed down by a
public vote.

The top finalists will compete n a live
pitch-off during the 2024 lowa Farm
Bureau Young Farmer Conference on
Feb. 2.

Winners will be announced Feb. 3.

First-, second- and third-place finalists
will recelve §7.500, $5,000 and $2,500,
respectively.

Last year’s Grow Your Future Award
winner was a mushroom grower who
used his winnings to purchase a delivery
van and walk-in cooler.

GCONSIGNMENT AUCTION

more!

consignment auction is December 6.

Our Pre-Harvest Conslgnment Auction will be held Online at WiemanBid28uy HiBid.com, All
items will be located at the Wieman Auction Facllity - 44628 SD Highway 44, Marlon, SD or
from Marlon, SD, 1-mile South and 5 mile West on Highway 44 on:

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23, 2023 - 9 AM CST

Lunch Onsite by the Presbyterian Church Ladies
This Auction will offer over 1,000 lots in total. A Large Assortment of Tractors (3 ~ 4x4',
10+ MFD’s, 40+ 2 WD), 20+ Combines, Large Assortment of Com Heads, Bean Heads,
Dummy Heads, Head Transports, Grain Carts, Gravity Boxes, Augers, Planters, Tillage,
Haying & Forage Equipment, Skid Loader Attachments, Trucks, Trallers, Fencing and

FOR FULL AUCTION AD, VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

~ WWW.WIEMANAUCTION.COM ™
L "

Auctioneers Note: This is another large and interssting auction of consignments by Asa Farmers & Dealers. You
are welcome to watch the auction on the bag sareen at the Wieman Auction Faciity, \We will have multiple rep-
resentatives avadiable to place bids for you! For more details/pictures, please call our office or viit us online at
WiemanAuction.com. Scuth Dakota szles tax will be charged. This ad is subject 1o additions and deletions. All
consignments must have been approved by the Wiemans! We have excellent loading and unloading equipment.
Anancing and trucking are avallable. We are in our 74th year of seling. We offer honest and fair treatment o all
because we appreciate your business! Bring a friend and come prepared to buy! ¥ you are driving 2 good distance
~ please call to make sure the item 1s here. Welcome to the "Machinery Mall of South Dakotal™ Our mext

WIEMAN LAND & AUCTION CO., INC

“In additlon to the Grow Your Future
Award, lowa Farm Bureau has a rich his-
tory of supporting rural entrepreneurs.
One example is through the Renew Rural
lowa program, mentoring nearly 4,000
rural entrepreneurs and business own-
ers while creating more than $150 mil-
lion in economic impact for rural lowa
communities,” sald lowa Farm Bureau
president Brent Johnson.

"The Grow Your Future Award is just
one more way to highlight innovation
and support rural entrepreneurs. The
crop of applicants we get are equally
diverse and impressive, ranging from
cricket farmers to cover crop seed deal-
ers, but the common thread is a vision
and willingness to explore unconven-
tional avenues In farming that make
lowa agriculture and owr rural commu-
nities even stronger.”

SHELDON-A 64-yaar-old
Swoux City man was arrestad
about 1025 pm. Friday Au? 4,
in Shaldon on charges of fist-
offenza possession of a controled
substance — methamphetamine;

passession of dnag peraphemala;
driving while bared; d’ﬁ while

his license was denied, sus-
pended, cancefed o revokad; and
driving without required high-risk
insurance.

The arest of Danny Joe Bur-
sell Jr. stemmed from the stop of
a 2005 Dodge Ram 1500 pickup
for a nonfunclioning icerse plate
Iight and brake light on the 300
block of Highway 18/Park Street
in Sheidon, according to the Shel-
don Police Cepartment

Two pill botties with Bursed's
name on tham contalning a sub-
stance that fiald tested posithe
for methamphetamine were found
in a bag n the vehicke during a
corsent search, accoeding to the
incident report

ARKANSAS MAN JAILED
FOR MARUJUANA, MORE

SIOUX CENTER-A 27-year-
old Earle, AR, man was arasted
about 355 pm Wednesday, Aug.
2, In Swowx Center on charges
of first-offance possession of a
controdled substance = marnjuana,
failure 1o dmplay a registration
plate and an hours-of-service
viclahion

The arest of Arthur Melrose
Guess lll stemmed from the stop
of a 2018 Ram 2500 pickup for
a commevcial vehcle inspection
on Highway 75 at the 12th Street
Northaast intersection In Sieux
Center, according to the lowa
Starte Patrol.

His frader did not have a fcenses
Plate.

The ador of marijuana was
defected, and a bag with a cigar
ard a manjuara blunt were found
In Guess' right shorts’ pocket,
A THC vaping davice also was
lecated under the driver's door
handle in the vehide, accordng to
the incident report

ASHTON MAN ARRESTED
FOR METH IN SHELDON

ASHTON=A 52-year-okd Ash-
ton man was arresied about 810
pom. Wednesday, Aug. 2, in Shel-
don on charges of possession
of a controlled substance — third
or subsequent offense — math-
amphedamena and possassicn of
drug paraphemala

arrest of Devid Lee Buss
stemmed from the stop of a
200G Chewrolet Aaalanche for an
equipment viclation on Second
Avanue at the North Third Avenue
intersaction in Sheldon, according
to the incident report from the
Shefdon Police Depantment.

The police dapartment's K-@
Balin conducted a drug sniff
around tha vehicke and indicaled
to the odor of narcotics coming
from nside the cac

Methamphetamine and a used
meath ppe ware found,

INWOOD MAN ARRESTED
FOR OWI AFTER CRASH

ALVORD-A 36-ysar-old
Inwood man was arrasted about
345 pm Thursday Aug 3. near
Alvord co charges of first-offensa
operating while under the infiu-
ence, possession of an open
container of alcobal and failure to
mardain control.

The arrest of Clinton Jon
Berentschot stemmed from a
report of :up 2022 hCuewolet Sik-
varade pickup In the ditch akon
the 20&) mikx of Elmwocd I«eg-
e, just north of Alvord, accord-
ing to the Lyon County Sheriffs

[ = -8

The caller also said the driver
WS UNCONSCIOUS,

Berentschat was transpocted
by tha Lyon County Ambulance
to Avara Marll Plonear Hospital
in Reck Rapuds for treatment of

mpaired balanca, slured speech
and the odor of an alcoholic
beverage and was found in pos-
sassion of an open containes of
alkcohel

WOMAN ARRESTED FOR
EXPOSING SON TO METH

HAWARDEN-A 19-year-old
Hawarden woman was arested
Thursday, Aug 3, on Sicwe Couny
warrants for chikd endangerment
= methamphetamine exposure
and violation of probation

The amest of Madison Renee
Hardin stemmead from a Juy 11
hair folbcle drug test foe hes infant
son thal ragistered positive for
methamphetaming, according 1o
the Hawarden Folce Department.

Hardin also tested positve for
methamphatamine, The informa-
tion was provided to the lowa
Dapartment of Haalth and Human
Services, which requestad a
charge be filed.

A warrant for her arrest was
ssued July 26.

The chid ent charge
ako was considered a violation of
Oct 14 sentencing for a charge of
keeping premises of a wahicle for
tha purposes of using, possass-
ng, saling or keaping controllad
substances,

INMATE CHARGED FOR
NO CONTACT VIOLATIONS
ROCK RAPIDS~An inmate
n the Lyon County Jail in Rock
Rapics was charped Friday, Aug.
4, with two counts of viclation of a

no contact/profective order.
The charges ;la:i‘nsf 25~year-
old Frederick Alexander

Buckalew Jr. of George stem
from him using his jal ée;.ter.
accerding to the Lyon Coun
Shemfsn&ﬁce. : i

He faxted a woman be i not 1o
have contact with 81 fimes since
July 20, according to the first
complaint,

Buckalew on Aug 1 sent two
meassagas to an ndivdusl, ask-
ng him to send them to a man
Buckakew is nat fo have contact
with, “The messages were thraat-
ening in nalure accarding o the
sacond complaint The individusl
forwarded the messages to the
man

SOUTH DAKOTAN JAILED

FOR OWI NEAR MAY CITY

MAY CITY-A 47-year-old
North Sioux City, SD, was armasied
about 9:50 pm. Friday, Aug. 4,
naar May City on a charge of
second-offense cperating while
undar the influance.

The anest of Martin Bernard
Struthers stermmed fram the <lop
of an eastbound 2006 GMC Sier-
™ pickup on 220th Street afer it
ran a stap sgn at the Tler Avenue
niersaction norhwest of May City,
accordng to the Oscecla County
Sheriff's Office.

Struthers had bloodshot/watery
eyes, mpaired balance, slurred
spaech and the odor of an aco-
holic beverage and failed field
sobriely fests

He admitted to having two afco-
holic drinks earker in tha evening,
according to the incdeant raport,

ALTON MAN JAILED FOR
MARIJUANA IN SHELDON

SHELDON-A 20-year-cid
Alton man was amested about 9
pm Thursday, Aug 3, m Sheldon
on charges of frst-offense pos-
session of & conbrolled substance
— marjuanra and possession of
drug paraphemala,

arrest of Michael James

Sullivan stammed from hm baing
a passanger in avehick In a trafiic
stop at the intersection of South
10th Avenue and 168 Street in
Sheddon, accerding to the inadant
report from the Sheldon Folice
Depariment.

g:li-'an admitted to pessess-
ng and using a THC vaping pen,
accordng to the report
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