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Our clinic offers athletic and school
physicals and summer is a great time to

schedule that check-up!
Call or text

641-792-2112

ATHLETIC & SCHOOL
PHYSICALS

Now accepting patients!

Dr. Patrick Cogley
family practice

Newton Clinic is excited to welcome family 
practice physician Dr. Patrick Cogley, who offers 
care for all ages. His special interests include mens 
preventative health, diabetes and hypertension.

Newton Clinic is a multi-specialty clinic serving 
the citizens of Newton and Jasper County. Our 
21 providers offer health-care services in the 
areas of family medicine, obstetrics, gynecology, 
internal medicine and surgical podiatry.

Newton Clinic has same-day appointments for 
urgent care issues and offers a daily walk-in clinic 
for acute care issues from 5-6 p.m. weekdays 
and 9 a.m.-noon on Saturdays.

300 N. 4th Ave. E. 
(641) 792-2112 
www.newtonclinic.com 

www.facebook.com/newtonclinic

Newton Clinic is excited to welcome surgical podiatrist 
Dr. Zachary Bliek, specializing in all conditions of and 
procedures for the foot and ankle, including bone 
fractures, bunions, ingrown toenails, diabetic care, plantar 
fasciitis injections and more.

Newton Clinic is a multi-specialty clinic serving the 
citizens of Newton and Jasper County. Our 21 providers 
offer health-care services in the areas of family medicine, 
obstetrics, gynecology, internal medicine and podiatry. 

Newton Clinic has same-day appointments for urgent care 
issues and offers a daily walk-in clinic for acute care issues 
from 5-6 p.m. weekdays and 9 a.m.-noon on Saturdays.

300 N. 4th Ave. E. 

(641) 792-2112
www.newtonclinic.com 

www.facebook.com/newtonclinic

Dr. Zachary Bliek
 surgical podiatrist
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do not feel safe at home, but 
the policy would not allow 
that.

At the start of the meet-
ing, Padget requested the 
policy be removed from the 
lump group of other policies 
so that it may be discussed 
separately. Messinger told 
board members the poli-
cy was only recommended 
and not required, leading to 
the board removing it en-
tirely from the second read-
ing and � nal approval.

Also included in the stu-
dent disclosure of identity 
policy — listed as 503.07 — 
were two supporting docu-
ments: a report of student 
disclosure of identity to be 
used by administrators and 
a request to update a stu-
dent’s identity to be used by 
families. � ese forms were 
also removed and not voted 
on by the board.

According to a dra�  of 
the policy, school district 
employees would be prohib-
ited from providing “false 
or misleading information 
to the parent/guardian of a 
student regarding that stu-
dent’s gender identity or in-
tent to transition.” � is is a 
result of the parental rights 
laws signed by Iowa Gov. 
Kim Reynolds this year.

Several people who are 
against the bill, includ-
ing Padget, say this puts 
LGBTQ students in jeopar-
dy by outing them against 
their wishes.

“As a young gay man, I 
felt at risk and in danger in 
the community, but I also 
felt at risk and in danger of 
losing my family if I came 
out,” Padget recalled of his 
own experiences. “I had 
some opportunities for a 

safe space to say, ‘I think I’m 
gay’ or whatever the con-
versation was at the 1980s 
or early 1990s.”

If he had been afraid of 
individuals being forced to 
tell his parents and out him 
to his parents, Padget said 
he would have never had 
a safe space. When it came 
time for Padget to want to 
come out to friends and 
family, he did so in stages. 
“You don’t just come out on 
a billboard,” he said.

Sometimes it requires 
LGBTQ individuals to 
come out to a few exclusive 
people to know they have 
some level of acceptance 
before branching out even 
further.

“� at process has 
changed dramatically in the 
last 30-some years. When 
I was coming out I maybe 
I knew of three other gay 
people in the world, maybe 
four. I was pretty isolated 
and I wasn’t sure there was 
a safe space,” Padget said. 
“…For me, coming out was 
a gradual process.”

To gradually come out to 
friends at school or a trust-
ed teacher may not be pos-
sible now thanks to the new 
law.

“I would have had no 

choice in that matter,” 
Padget said. “I can’t tell 
you how I would have felt 
about it, but it would have 
been horrifying and scary. 
I’ve had friends that were 
kicked out of their families 
for being gay. I know people 
who have been kicked out 
of their families for being 
transgender.”

Padget also told Newton 
News the policy contradicts 
the school board’s mission 
and vision.

� e district’s mission 
states: “� e Newton Com-
munity School District 
empowers every learner to 
achieve a lifetime of person-
al success.”

� e district’s vision 
states: “We are a collabo-
rative and cohesive team 
that inspires all learners in a 
culture of safety and accep-
tance.”

“It doesn’t say cisgender 
or identifying as a particu-
lar gender. It says all learn-
ers, every learner,” Padget 
said. “� e state is denying 
us our actual vision and 
putting our vision at risk. 
Because if there are kids 
that aren’t safe, they don’t 
have a culture of safety and 
acceptance. It could inter-
fere with their learning.”

surveillance. Jasper County At-
torney Scott Nicholson wanted to 
show the footage in court prior to 
sentencing. Lewis’s defense attor-
ney, Marc Wallace, objected to the 
request, saying it “undermines” 
the plea agreement.

Inevitably, the judge decided 
against viewing the video footage, 
and the hearing proceeded with-
out it.

Lewis told District Court Judge 
Charles Sinnard he takes full re-
sponsibility for his actions and 
will serve his time to “become 
a better person.” Sinnard ques-
tioned if Lewis truly understood 
the consequences of his actions. 
Lewis said he knows his actions 
a� ected his family, the victim’s 
family and the community.

“How about the victim?” Sin-
nard asked.

“Her as well,” Lewis responded.
On May 15, Lewis withdrew 

his initial plea of not guilty and 
waived his right to a jury trial. He 
subsequently pleaded guilty to 
attempted murder and stalking-
third or subsequent o� ense, 
which are both considered felo-
nies in Iowa and carry with them 
a maximum sentence of 25 years 
and 10 years, respectively.

� e judge has limited options 
when it comes to sentencing, but 
Sinnard did have some discretion 
over whether Lewis will serve a 
consecutive or concurrent sen-
tence. Considering Lewis’s prior 
criminal record and the nature of 
the two o� enses, the judge ulti-
mately decided on a consecutive 
sentence.

Sinnard noted this was not 
the first time Lewis has a violent 
criminal history. Newton News 
reported that he was arrested 
and charged with domestic as-
sault in May 2015. The woman 
he assaulted, who was unnamed 
in the report, went so far as to 
jump from a moving vehicle to 

get away from him.
But what Sinnard found “very 

troubling” was that almost im-
mediately upon release from his 
bond for a crime committed on 
March 3, Lewis’s “response was 
to escalate things” and “to do so 
publicly.” � is was not a “discreet 
o� ense,” Sinnard said, the attack 
was committed in broad daylight.

Lewis later asked the judge to 
reconsider enforcing a concurrent 
sentence instead, saying the court 
should recognize the years where 
he was not in trouble and provid-
ed for his family. To be served a 
consecutive sentence, Lewis said 
he “might as well die in jail.” He 
also wanted to be able to see his 
children.

Sinnard said Lewis might still 
have that opportunity to interact 
with his kids, but the judge stood 
by his decision. While Lewis ar-
gued for the court to not deprive 
him of seeing his children, Sin-
nard was quick to point out that 
Lewis did not hesitate to deprive 
his children of a parent when he 
attacked their mother.

Again, Lewis pushed back, say-
ing the plea agreement from the 
prosecution recommended a con-
current sentence. Lewis said he 
did not want to spend the rest of 
his life in prison. He asked again 
for the judge to reconsider, but 
Sinnard did not back down and 
ended any further conversation.

“It’s not what we agreed to 
though,” Lewis said to the prose-
cutors before being taken away by 
Jasper County Jail sta� .

Harvey embraced her loved 
ones before leaving the court-
room. � ey hugged her tight and 
patted her gently on the back, tell-
ing her it was over.

As per state law, Lewis — who 
was supported by his sister at the 
sentencing hearing — would be 
eligible for parole when 70 per-
cent of his sentence for attempt-
ed murder had been served, or 
roughly 17-and-a-half years. But 
he would also have to serve his 
sentence for the felony stalking 
charge.
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Christopher Braunschweig/Newton News
The Newton School Board discusses the student disclosure of 
identity policy during its July 10 meeting.


