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EMS MERGER > PAGE 2

Up for 
discussion

Ambulance 
merger taking 
shape
BECKY SCHIPPER
EDITOR

The Ackley coun-
cil was updated on 
the proposed merg-

er between Ackley Vol-
unteer Ambulance Ser-
vice and Eldora EMS into 
Greenbelt EMS during 
their Wednesday evening 
meeting. Details, as pre-
sented in an updated fi-
nancial merger proposal, 
were approved by a three-
to-two vote by the Ackley 
council. Voting in favor of 
the proposal and its terms 
were Judy Crawford, Dan 
Scallon and Mike Abbas. 
Opposed were Joe Wessels 
and Chuy Flores.

Flores noted on Thurs-
day that his vote against 
the proposal was twofold, 
based on concerns about 
Ackley volunteers having 
to apply for their roles 
with the crew of the new 
service, as well as con-
cerns regarding winter 
roadways.

“Highway 57 between 
Iowa Falls and Ackley is a 
priority roadway, plowed 
first; the blacktop be-
tween Eldora and Ackley 
is a county road without 
that same priority,” Flores 
said. “That fact is some-
thing that needs to be 
taken into consideration 
before any decision.”

“I’m not convinced 
this is the right decision,” 
he explained.

Prior to the council 
vote, clerk Malena Dennis 
explained that the finan-
cial agreement needed to 
be accepted by both the 
Eldora and Ackley coun-
cils. Both would then 
need to approve a con-
tract which before being 
accepted would need to be 
looked over by each com-
munity’s city attorney.

On Feb. 1, a subcom-
mittee consisting of Judy 
Crawford, Dan Scallon and 
AVAS president Joan Fra-

zier, along with represen-
tative from Eldora – Car-
rie Callaway Morton, Jerry 
Kramer and Maile Carter, 
met to discuss financials 
of a proposal, choosing 
to break the merger into 
phases, effectively slow-
ing down the merger and 
allowing Ackley time to 
secure sleeping quarters 
for the crew which will be 
stationed in Ackley. 

Details of Phase 1 in-
clude providing direc-
tion on future service 
employees, noting that 
AVAS members will need 
to go through the pro-
cess to become employees 
of the City of Eldora and 
that the new EMS ser-
vice (Greenbelt EMS) will 
assume the assets of the 
current AVAS. During this 
phase, there would be a 
crew in Ackley, but not 
one providing 24/7 ser-
vice. Greenbelt EMS will 
provide that backup as 
needed from Eldora.

Financia ls  dur ing 
Phase 1, which includes 
roughly the first year of 
existence, would allow 
each entity to keep their    
own account receivable 
revenue through the end 
of June 2023. Call/run rev-
enue, beginning on July 1, 
2023, would be provided 
to Greenbelt EMS.

The details also in-
clude that there may or 
may not be a Greenbelt 
EMS crew in Ackley and 
that members of the crew 
would respond from El-
dora as needed. Currently, 
AVAS does not always have 
a crew available, most-
ly during daytime hours, 
and relies upon backup 
provided by Eldora.

In Phase II, a full-time 
staff, 24/7, would be sta-
tioned in Ackley. The de-
lay, as mentioned above, 
allows time for Ackley to 
find and secure sleeping 
quarters for that crew. 
Roughly in the second 
year of the agreement, 
the split financial agree-
ment would be revisited, 
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Take a closer look. This fake bill made its way 
to an Ackley business recently. Ackley Police 
Chief Gerry Frick urges residents and busi-
nesses to examine money they may receive 
or spend.

Counterfeit bills 
spotted in Ackley

BECKY SCHIPPER
EDITOR

Ackley Police Chief 
Gerry Frick has been 

investigating some fun-
ny stuff in Ackley. Funny 
money, to be precise. 

His warning to resi-
dents and businesses came 
on Monday, following a re-
port from an Ackley busi-
ness. In this instance, a 
transaction was paid with 
at least one counterfeit bill, 
which is normally used by 
filmmakers.

Rather than read-
ing ‘The United States of 
America’ in the top right 

corner, it instead reads 
‘For Motion Picture Pur-
poses’. Another difference 
in the bill is rather than 
reading ‘Federal Reserve 
Note’ at the top, it reads 
‘Motion Picture Purposes’. 

Anyone who discovers 
the bills should contact 
the Chief. In addition to 
looking at those spots on 
any bills that might pass 
through your hands, Chief 
Frick notes that the serial 
numbers on the bills are 
the same and is another 
way to check. 
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Sorority makes 
donation
BECKY SCHIPPER
EDITOR

X i Zeta Sigma sorority of 
Ackley is a non-profit ser-
vice organization with a 

strong history of supporting the 
Ackley community over their past 
40 plus years of existence.

Best known locally for their an-
nual craft fair, held each Novem-
ber, the members allocate admis-
sion fees plus additional funds to 
non-profit organizations within 
the community. Members vote as 
a group to determine the organi-
zation which will benefit.

The funding raised through 
the 2022 Craft Fair was allocated 
to the Friends of Prairie Bridges 
and will be used towards the con-
struction of the new shelter house 
in the Back Forty. 

“We are very grateful that the 

shelter was chosen by the so-
rority to receive the funds this 
year,” said Jess Schipper, park 
board representative. “This proj-
ect will benefit many and will be 
a wonderful addition to what we 
can offer at the park, as well as 
hopefully, bringing others to our 
community as they use it for wed-
dings, reunions and the like.”

Angie Risius is the current 
president of the sorority, a mem-
ber for the past 25-plus years. She 
says the group has made simi-
lar donations to many organiza-
tions in the community, including 
the Ackley Volunteer Ambulance 
Service, Fire Department, Ackley 
Medical Center, Dollars for Schol-
ars, the Ackley American Legion 
Auxiliary and others.

“Our goal is always to meet 
the needs of the community,” Ris-
ius explains. “We provide as much 
funding as we possible can, the 
better we do, the more that goes 
back to the community.”

The 17 members also provide 
funding to annual events such 
as the Children’s Toy Drawing, 
Santa’s Helpers, After Prom, and 
others, along with providing do-
nations of time to things like 
the AGWSR concession booth and 
countless others.

Members meet monthly from 
September to May, providing sup-
port for each other and their com-
munity as they proceed through 
each year. 

Dates for the 2023 Craft Fair 
have been set. The event is 
scheduled for Saturday, Nov. 18. 
Mark your calendars to take part 
as a vendor or to attend. Vendors 
interested in having a booth may 
contact Angie or Tammy Hof-
meister.

Officers of Xi Zeta Sigma, a 
chapter of Beta Sigma Phi, include 
Risisus, Carlene Bergeson as vice 
president, Lori Johnson as trea-
surer, and Tammy Hofmeister as 
secretary. ●

Funding the future

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Ackley’s Xi Zeta Sigma members provided funding from their annual craft fair to the Friends of 
Prairie Bridges park shelter construction project. Members contributed $2,000 towards the project. 
Construction is slated to begin this summer. On hand for the presentation were members of Prairie 
Bridges Park Board and Sorority members. Left to right they included: Jeff Hesnard, Theresa Krull, 
Bo Schipper, Jessica Schipper, Mike Fistler, Ginger Williams, Paul Williams, Machel Eichmeier, 
Michelle Bartling, Brynn Brass and Taylor, Angie Risius and Kathy Enslin.

LETTUCELETTUCEpraypray  forfor  springspring
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WW hile the rest of us are dreaming of 
what will be planted in our gar-
dens, Stan Siems of Ackley has been 

harvesting various types of lettuce and other 
produce grown in his greenhouse. 

Thankfully, Stan has enough of the lettuc-
es available for those who want to purchase 
it. Currently, he’s harvesting head lettuce, leaf 
lettuce, and romaine. 

Soon there will be cucumbers, tomatoes, 
pole beans, green peppers and jalapeño pep-
pers ready to go. Stan is making plans to de-
liver his produce to residents of Ackley each 
Friday, and to Iowa Falls on Saturdays. To 
check out what’s ready, or to make an ap-
pointment to pick some up at the greenhouse, 
contact him directly. ●
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WASHINGTON REFORMED 
CHURCH 

28182 BIRCH AVE
RURAL ACKLEY

Chil i/Oyster Stew/Beef Burger 
Sides/Beverage

Dessert Var iety

Fre e Will Donat i on

SUNDAY, FEB 26     5-7PM
Drive Thru / To Go Option

$10/meal 
(Soup, Sandwich, Dessert)

YOUTH GROUP

515 Washington Ave., Iowa Falls
641-648-0099

www.iowafallsmet.com

SHOWING  FEBRUARY 17 - 23
Ant-Man and the Wasp:

Quantumania
RATED PG-13

TUES. - FRI. 7 p.m.
SAT. & SUN. 3 & 7 p.m.

A Man Called Otto
RATED PG-13

TUES. - FRI. 7 p.m.
SAT. & SUN. 3 & 7 p.m.

and shed maintenance, 
utilities, and liability ex-
penses would be taken 
on by Greenbelt EMS as 
Ackley would no longer 
be receiving revenue. The 
financial split would be 
based upon run numbers 
from each community.

The approved proposal 
also includes establish-
ment of a seven-member 
advisory board for the new 
service. Members would 
meet monthly. The board 
will include a Greenbelt 
EMS Service Director, a 
crew member residing 
from within the AGWSR 
School District (appointed 
by the Mayor of Ackley) 
and a second residing in 
the Eldora-New Provi-
dence district (appointed 
by the Mayor of Eldora). 

Mayors of the Ackley 
and Eldora would addi-
tionally be charged with 
appointing two residents 
from within their respec-
tive city to serve on the 
board.

The board would be 
charged with presenting 
semi-annual reports to 
each council, approve any 
large-ticket purchases 
– anything greater than 
$5,000. Members would 
be required to attend the 
monthly meetings and 
those missing two meet-

ings in a row would be 
removed from their posi-
tion.

While the propos-
al was approved by the 
Ackley council members 
in the vote, councilman 
Joe Wessels voiced that 
he wouldn’t ‘buy into this 
merger’ and questioned if 
the votes of Crawford and 
Scallon, in favor of the 
proposal, were a ‘conflict 
of interest’.

Ackley councilwom-
an Judy Crawford said on 
Thursday that like Flores, 
she too has a passion for 
Ackley and explained that 
the council needs to sup-
port keeping a service here 
for residents who have a 
strong commitment to it.  

“This is a fluid doc-
ument, nothing is etched 
in stone and changes can 
still be made,” Crawford 
said. 

During the public 
comment portion of the 
meeting, discussion on 
the topic of the merger 
continued as Justin Bar-
tling, a former member of 
the AVAS an current para-
medic with the Iowa Falls 
service, explained that it 
was his belief that Iowa 
Falls could respond to 
Ackley emergencies with-
in 12 minutes. 

Councilman Dan Scal-
lon suggested that the 
travel time would be more 
realistic at 20 minutes.

Bartling continued, 
“As a paramedic, there 
have been zero times that 
within the first five min-
utes on scene that I have 

used a paramedic skill. 
My concern is that para-
medics are expensive and 
not cost effective.” He ex-
plained that services can-
not bill at paramedic rates 
if that skillset is not used 
on a call and suggest-
ed that a 24/7 ambulance 
service was sufficient for 
the community, adding 
that a first responder ser-
vice could be considered.

First responders do not 
transport patients, rather, 
they identify conditions 
and comfort patients un-
til an EMT or paramedic 
service arrives on scene. 
They can perform AED 
and airway maintenance, 
and can prepare patients 
for transport or provide 
lift assistance as needed.

AVAS president Joan 
Frazier was out of town 
and unable to take part in 
the conversations which 
took place. 

The City of Ackley 
still holds funding from 
the 2020 GO Bond in 
the amount of $336,000. 
Those funds had been 
slated for the construction 
of a new AVAS shed. The 
amount was not close to 
the single bid received in 
April of 2022 at $491,000. 
Bid specifications sent out 
at the time did not include 
completion of the office 
area for the shed, leaving 
studded walls and without 
electricity and plumbing 
to that area. Those ex-
penses were estimated to 
be an additional amount 
between $100,000 and 
$200,000 for completion. ●
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It’s almost spring
I took the Tunes for a 

walk on Tuesday. Re-
member last Tuesday? Sun 
shining brightly, tempera-
tures reaching 37 degrees, 
melting snow and slush on 
every sidewalk and pud-
dles at every street corner? 
Yeah. Tuesday.

We headed east on Park 
Avenue where we discov-
ered a doe munching in 
the flower gardens of a 
home. She couldn’t have 
cared less that we were 
walking a few yards away. 
Barely raised her head, and 
only flickered an ear when 
I reached for my phone to 
take her photo. 

The experience got me 
thinking about the dam-
age deer can do to gardens 
and trees in residential 
areas. Of course, I head-
ed straight to the Univer-
sity of Iowa Extension to 
see how to deter them. I 
quote, “Living with wild-
life like white-tailed deer 
requires patience and tak-
ing action early to prevent 
damage.” 

Deer, the article said, 
can damage plants through 
browsing on or trampling 
plants, prefer branches 
less than one inch in di-
ameter, and that to deter-
mine whether damage is 
caused by deer or rabbits, 
one needs to look at the 
plants closely.

Deer typically don’t 
leave tooth marks on bark, 
they have no upper inci-
sors and branches, leaves 
or twigs will have a rough, 
or torn appearance. Rab-
bits, on the other hand, 
leave tooth marks when 
gnawing. 

There are several ways 
to combat the damage 
done by deer. First sug-
gested are deer-resistant 

plants such as yarrow, 
ageratum, columbine, 
coneflower, alyssum, pe-
ony, poppies, geranium 
and marigold. Of course, 
fencing was mentioned, as 
were repellents, which are 
only a short-term solu-
tion. It was also suggested 
that frightening the deer 
away from the area can 
be accomplished (by using 
motion-activated lights or 
sprinklers), but again, it is 
only a short-term solution. 

I have a slightly dif-
ferent problem. In my 
garden there is a cat, and 
about a dozen rabbits, nei-
ther of which I welcome. 
For many reasons. Two 
exactly. Number two. The 
rabbits I can deal with 
(except that they nibble off 

all the new growth in ear-
ly spring). But cat two is 
an awful experience in the 
gardens. 

So, said cat is on my 
list. 

Enter my adult daugh-
ter, who has more of a 
heart for animals than 
anyone I’ve ever known. 
She caught said cat shortly 
after realizing it had hurt 
its foot. (She actually no-
ticed blood on her deck 
and trailed the creature 
to my other neighbor’s 
shed. Said daughter is now 
searching for the first cat’s 
friend, who she knows is 
‘lonely’ and will have two 
cats to get to a shelter.

Both cats are new to 
our neighborhood, ap-
pearing only recently, and 
both are relatively tame. 
Which leads me to believe 
that some fine individual 
dumped them off. Instead 
of doing the right thing, 
they’ve instead dropped 
the issue in our yards.

Until next week, we’re 
taking part in a cat relo-
cation program. Only, we 
won’t be dropping them off 
in someone else’s neigh-
borhood. ●
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Warm weather on Feb. 7 led to the discovery of 
these sedum buds (stonecrop) in an Ackley flower 
bed. Who knew they’d be up so early and giving 
hope that spring is on its way?

“While I can’t get your 
money back for you, I can 
start a trail of where it 
came from,” Frick said.

The Chief also noted 
that he is aware of coun-
terfeit $100 bills as well. 
These bills have been 
known to pass the coun-
terfeit detector pen – a 

chemical test which dis-
tinguishes the type of pa-
per it’s been printed upon. 
Frick explained that some 
ATMs even miss these 
particular counterfeit bills.

“People get busy. And 
a clerk, for instance, can 
get in a hurry – there’s 
ten people in line and 
they’re moving fast to get 
everyone out as quickly as 

possible. It’s not hard to 
miss these details until 
it’s too late.”

While he can’t pro-
vide further information 
on the investigation, 
Frick says the larger bills 
have a foreign language, 
believed to be Chinese, 
writing on them.

If you discover the 
counterfeits, call the 
Ackley Police Depart-
ment non-emergency 
line at 641-847-2222. ●

ETNA 
township 
meeting

The ETNA township 
trustee meeting will be 
held Saturday, Feb. 18 
at 11 a.m. At the Ackley 
Public Library (401 
State Street), Ackley. 

The meeting will 
include the  Annual 

Proposed Budget and is 
open to the public.

Craft fair 
A craft and ven-

dor fair is planned for 
Saturday, March 25 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the Franklin Coun-
ty Convention Center, 
Hampton. 

Forty-Five different 
crafters and vendors 
will fill up the space. 

Food and beverages 
will be available for 
purchase along with 
door prizes and a silent 
auction.

Burger fry
The Ackley Sons of 

the American Legion will 
host their next burger 
fry this Saturday, Feb. 18. 

Serving takes place 
from 4:30 to 8 p.m. Plan 
now to attend. ●

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

PSB 
announces 
promotions
Peoples Savings Bank 

would like to announce 
the promotions of two 
employees effective Jan. 1.

Sara Blackstock has 
been promoted to BSA and 
Compl iance 
Specialist at 
PSB Corpo-
rat ion, the 
bank’s hold-
ing company. 
B l a c k s t o c k 
has worked at 
Peoples Sav-
ings Bank for 
over 11 years, 
most recent-
ly serving as 
Vice Presi-
dent & Oper-
ations Manager. 

Alayna Hunt has been 
promoted to Consumer 
and Real Estate Loan Of-
ficer. Hunt has worked at 
PSB since March of 2022, 
previously in the role of 
Loan Administrator & 
Universal Banker. Hunt 
continues to serve on the 
bank’s marketing team as 
well. ●

Hunt

Blackstock

Nonprofit organiza-
tions within Hardin 

County have the oppor-
tunity to receive fund-
ing from the County 
Endowment Fund Pro-
gram (CEFP) and Hardin 
County Arts & Culture 
Endowment through the 
Hardin County Commu-
nity Endowment Foun-
dation (HCCEF).  These 
two opportunities will 
provide grants in the 
following areas of in-
terest: Arts/Culture/Hu-
manities, Education, 
Environment/Animals, 
Health, Human Services 
and Public/Society Bene-
fit. Application forms are 

available on the Hardin 
County Community En-
dowment Foundation’s 
website, http://endow-
hardincoiowa.org/ along 
with HCCEF Guideline 
and Policies.

To be considered 
for a grant, nonprofits 
must complete the ap-
plication provided. The 
application deadline is 5 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 24, by 
emailing Tam Elerding, 
HCCEF Program Direc-
tor at endowhardinco@
gmail.com. The HCCEF 
Affiliate Advisory Board 
will meet on March 16 to 
consider the grants and 
determine recipients. ●

Community Endowment 
Fund Program

Scallon recognized
Lori Scallon of Ackley, 

an H&R Block fran-
chise owner, has been 
recognized as one of the 
top 100 franchises for 
the organization. Scallon 
has offices in Parkers-
burg and Eldora where 
she provides services 
such as preparing taxes, 

bookkeeping for small 
businesses, invoicing, 
payroll, and others.

Each year H&R Block 
recognizes the top fran-
chisees for business 
performance across a 
series of key metrics.  
Scallon has 24 years of 
experience. ●
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Pleasant Hill Change
The large pine trees which until recently surrounded Pleasant Hill Cem-
etery, north of Ackley, have been cut down. A call to the cemetery com-
mittee secretary, Nancy French, confirmed that several of the large trees 
were diseased, while others were damaging stones in the cemetery. The 
committee chose to have the trees taken down and will replant as fi-
nances allow. Those wishing to contribute toward the cost of replanting 
may contact Nancy, or any of the committee members. 
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AGWSR 
students take 
part in career 
fair
BECKY SCHIPPER
EDITOR

D etermining the 
direction of life, 
from choosing a 

career and college, can be 
difficult, with the help of 
Ginger Williams, AGWSR 
High School Counsel-
or, that decision got a bit 
easier for juniors and se-
niors. Williams organized 
the second annual Career 
Fair for students with 19 
local/area businesses tak-
ing part.

“The idea is to ex-
pose the students to ca-
reers they may not have 
thought about,” began 
Williams. “Those employ-
ers, in turn, provide the 
students with informa-
tion on the skills they are 
looking for.”

Williams says plan-
ning for the fair begins 
with communication with 
students and learning 
what they are interest-
ed in. Students also take 
a survey to aid in find-
ing presenters for the day. 
Williams then guides the 

students to a minimum 
of five employers to visit 
with.

Those presenters may 
not be directly what each 
student might choose as 
their career, still the busi-
nesses they represent play 
a role in the field chosen 
by the student. 

Williams used the fol-
lowing example following 
the fair.

“Let’s say a student 
wants to pursue a career 
in welding,” she began. “I 
didn’t have a welder take 
part this year, so I might 
guide that student to a fi-
nancial planner, knowing 
that they may well pursue 
ownership of their own 
welding business.”

In addition to placing 
students with employers 
relating to their career 
interests, students were 
also guided to those be-
yond their focus. In this 
way, they might look 
closer at another option, 
or specialty in the field 
of their choice.

While some students 
use the fair to gain 
knowledge about their 
chosen field, others ar-
en’t that far along in 
their decision, or may 
not want to further their 
education after high 
school. Williams says 

those students can use 
the fair to aid in their 
decision, and some ac-
tually get jobs lined up 
for after graduation.

During this partic-
ular fair, Williams not-
ed that many AGWSR 
alumni were included.

“It helps to see fa-
miliar faces and names 
succeeding after grad-
uating from AGWSR,” 
Williams said. “For in-
stance, Carrinton Hunt, 
a previous grad was 
on hand. Carrinton is a 
realtor in Oelwein. An-
other recent grad was 
present with those from 
Pine Lake Processors.”

Brianna Kruger, one 
of the students taking 
part explained that she 
considers the fair to be 
a great opportunity.

“For many kids who 
are undecided on what 
they want to do after 
high school, the fair al-
lowed them to get a brief 
glimpse into many dif-
ferent occupations,” Kru-
ger said. 

Each student visited a 
minimum of five stations 
in 20-minute rotations. 
Following the presenta-
tions from businesses, 
students received infor-
mation on financial aid 
opportunities. ●
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One of the presenters at the 2023 AGWSR Career Fair was Mechdyne of 
Marshalltown. The company serves global clients including government 
labs, university and research centers, and others who use advanced 
technologies.

Where will they go?

EDUCATION BRIEFS

Kindergarten 
Roundup

AGWSR has started pre-
paring for the 2023-24 school 
year, including incoming 
kindergarten students. Parents 
of children who will turn 5 by 
Sept. 15 should call the appro-
priate school office (641-847-

2611 for Ackley; 641-869-5121 
for Wellsburg) by the March 
31 deadline to sign your child 
up for Kindergarten Roundup. 

Open gym
An open gym is planned 

at the Wellsburg center on 
Sundays in February from 
2 to 4 p.m.. Basketballs are 
provided for use and hallways 

will be open for walkers. 
Open gym will conclude on 
Feb. 26.

Cougar 
Connection

Cougar Connection and 
Cougar impact organizations 
support AGWSR students in 
kindergarten through eighth 

grade. The organization sup-
ports students by funding field 
trips, assemblies, dances, and 
teacher supplies. Cougar Con-
nection will meet in the Ackley 
media center at 5:30 p.m. on 
Feb. 16. Parents are encouraged 
to take part. 

Freshman Night
Parents of eighth graders 

whose children will be fresh-
men in the fall of 2023 are 
welcome to attend an infor-
mational meeting on Monday, 
Feb. 21, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
in the high school commons. 
Staff will provide insight to 
graduation requirements, 
four-year planning documents, 
and the class registration pro-
cess. ●

Can drive
The AGWSR After 

Prom Committee 
will hold a can/bot-
tle drive on Saturday, 
March 11 from 9 to 11 
a.m. Bottles and cans 
can be dropped of at 
the AGWSR high school 
shop with curbside 
pickup planned in Ack-
ley, Geneva, Wellsburg 
and Steamboat Rock.

Indiv iduals who 
need pickup prior to 
March 11 may call Amy 
Lafrenz at 641-858-
6602 to schedule. ●

Community 
Foundation 
Scholarship

The Community Foun-
dation of Northeast 

Iowa’s (CFNEIA) 2023 
scholarship application 
process is now open, and 
AGWSR students may ap-
ply for scholarships avail-
able through CFNEIA at 
www.cfneia.org/scholar-
ships. The deadline to ap-
ply for 2023 scholarships 
is 8 p.m. on March 8.

AGWSR students in-
terested in applying for 
2023 scholarships should 
visit the CFNEIA web-
site to view the eligibil-
ity checklist. A common 
application, also avail-
able through the CFNEIA 
website, must be com-
pleted. All required ma-
terials must be submitted 
through the online sys-
tem. ●

Senior
Spotlight

Avery Ann 
Lafrenz

Ella 
McGrath

ing the University of 
Northern Iowa to double 
major in finance and real 
estate.

What have you enjoyed 
the most about 
AGWSR?: I love all of the 
friendships that I have 
made over the years.

Honors/Awards: An honor 
roll, National Honor 
Society, varsity sports 
letters.

What’s on your bucket 
list?: After college, I want 
to become a real estate 
agent and, eventually, 
start my own business. I 
would also like to travel a 
lot when I am older. 

Shout Out!: I would like to 
thank the community for 
always supporting every-
thing that goes on at the 
school. Their continued 
support keeps our school 
running and all of us 
enjoying everything we do!

Remember when: Mrs. 
Eichmeier read “The Land 
of Stories” to us every day 
in fourth grade.

leadership team this year, 
member of student coun-
cil for three years, lettered 
in: band, speech, basket-
ball and volleyball stats.

What’s on your bucket 
list?: As an adult, I would 
like to do research as a 
plant chemist, and solve 
issues with primary crops 
of third-world countries. 
My bucket list includes 
visiting every continent, 
doing a hiking tour, and 
possibly volunteering with 
the Peace Corps. 

Shout Out!: I would like 
to thank my parents, 
for always listening to 
me, supporting me, and 
helping me through high 
school, and my grandmas 
for inspiring me to be the 
person I am today.

Re-do?: I wouldn’t put so 
much pressure on myself 
to be perfect at everything. 
I wish I could tell myself 
back then that it’s okay to 
make mistakes.

If they made a movie 
about your life, who 
would play you?: Taylor 
Swift

Remember when: I sang in 
¿Puedo ir al baño?.

What else?: “It isn’t by size 
that you win or fail. Be the 
best of whatever you are.” 
-Martin Luther King Jr.

Parents: Amy Thomason and 
Brandon Lafrenz 

Siblings: Full- Taylor Lafrenz; 
Step- Georgia Vaughn, Lila 
Vaughn, Harlie Vaughn.

How many years have you 
been a Cougar?: 13

What’s next?: I will be attend-

Parents: Robert and Tara 
McGrath

Siblings: Gabe and Georgia 
McGrath

How many years have you 
been a Cougar?: 14

What’s next?: I plan on going 
to an undecided college to 
major in horticulture and 
chemistry.

What have you enjoyed 
most about AGWSR?: The 
community feeling of a small 
school

Honors/Awards: National 
Honor Society, All-A honor 
roll all four years, ranked 
first in class, student body 

Center-1 of Hampton 
is hosting a special 

event for event for those 
who host events within 
the Franklin County area. 
The meeting is sched-
uled for Thursday, Feb. 
23, from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
at Mayne’s Grove Lodge, 
South of Hampton on 
highway 65. It will give 
event hosts an opportu-
nity to receive $1,000 to-

wards their event while 
ma k ing  connec t ions 
with other events host-
ed within the limits of 
Franklin County. Each 
Franklin County event 
that has at least one 
representative in atten-
dance will receive $1,000 
for their event. For more 
information, please con-
tact Center-1 at 641-456-
5668. ●

Franklin 
County event 

holders

Fr i e nd s  o f  P r a i r i e 
Bridges is host ing 

The String Showdown 
on Friday, Feb. 17, at the 
Ackley Recreation Cen-
ter. Tickets are on sale 
now at $40 each. 

The String Show-
down features duel-
ing strings and come-
dic entertainment by 
multi-instrumentalist 
Mike Lauer, and Greg 
Byers. The show is filled 

with music from radio, 
television and movies 
that will have the audi-
ence clapping and sing-
ing along. 

Contact one of these 
Friends of Prairie Bridg-
es Board members to 
purchase tickets: Jess 
Schipper, Kevin Neu-
berger, Mike Fist ler, 
Paul Williams, Bo Schip-
per, Jeff Hesnard, Steve 
Scallon, Teresa Krull. ● 

The String 
Showdown

As Americans, we love 
sports. We love to 

play sports and watch 
spor t s,  root  for  t he 
home team or our fa-
vorite team, but there is 
only one sport in Amer-
ica that has been dubbed 
“Americas favorite pas-
time” for the last three 
centuries, and that sport 
is baseball. 

W h i l e  t h u m b i n g 

From the  

Archives
BY BRITTANY SHAFFER

ACKLEYWJ@IAFALLS.COM

through old pictures 
and archives looking for 
a unique piece to bring 
back ‘From the Ar-
chives’, Larry Wright, a 
volunteer for the Ackley 
Heritage Center, walked 
to the back of the Ack-
ley World Journal, picked 
something up off the 
back shelf, and sat this 
awesome find on my 
desk. 

This unique trophy 
with baseball bats and 
balls as handles, was 
awarded to the Ackley 
High School baseball 
team for their win in the 
local baseball tourna-
ment against Eldora and 
Conrad baseball teams in 
the year 1913. The names 

of the nine young men 
who played on the team 
are engraved in the body 
along with the stats of 
their win against both 
teams. 

Those young men are 
listed are John DeNei, 

Earl Bolender, Hen-
ry Penning, Gordon 
Leach, Herman Snater, 
Robert Leach, John 
Bleecher, Oscar Peter-
son and Carl Folkers. 
The team beat Conrad 
5-3, and Eldora with 
an impressive win of 
7-1. 

The trophy, along 
w ith other unique 
Ackley memorabilia 
can be found at the 
Soda Fountain, the 
new location of the 
Ackley World Journal. 
If you have memories 
or unique items to 
share, please do so by 
visiting or calling the 
Ackley World Journal 
at 641-847-2592. ● 

Onl ine curr icu lum 
is in demand, and 

Iowa Valley Business 
and Community Solu-
t ions  i s  pa r t ner ing 
with a new curriculum 
prov ider,  MindEdge. 
The collaboration will 
offer the very latest 
in online courses and 
certificate programs. 

MindEdge courses 
and certificates offer 

diverse content delivery 
methods such as video, 
interactive exercises, 
learner assessments 
and simulation tech-
nology that best suits 
ind iv idua l  lea r n ing 
styles and are available 
at any time, allowing 
learners to study at 
their own pace and on 
their own schedule.

This is especia l-

ly important for stu-
dents who juggle full-
time employment and 
family responsibi l i-
ties. Courses are also 
affordable on almost 
any budget, with many 
courses offered under 
$100.

Iowa Valley has cu-
rated a list of courses 
offered based on those 
most requested in our 

region. However, they 
have access to addi-
tional course materials 
if a student is looking 
for something that is 
not on the website.

The online course 
catalog can be found at 
https://catalog.mind-
edge.com/iavalley Stu-
dents can register and 
take the courses from 
this website. ●

Iowa Valley partners to offer online 
courses and certificates

The Trees for Kids 
grant program is 

now accepting applica-
tions through March 3.

Grantees can be award-
ed up to $2,500 All trees 
for this program must be 
planted on school grounds 
or public property. Youth 
are required to be engaged 
in the process. To apply for 
the grant, visit: www.iow-
adnr.gov/UrbanForestry. ●

Trees for 
Kids Grant
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thrivent-
Invest with your values in mind 
Our team can help you choose investments that balance 
purpose and performance. Connect with us to get started. 

Mid Iowa Group I 641-648-2067 
703 S Oak St, Iowa Falls, IA 50126 

Mike Truesdell, Financial Advisor 

Monica J Severson, Financial Advisor 

Aaron Fopma, Financial Advisor 

Adam Nederhoff, Financial Producer I 

Advice I Investments I Insurance I Banking I Generosity 

Insurance products, securities and investment advisory services 
are provided by appropriately appointed and licensed financial 
advisors and professionals. Only individuals who are financial 
advisors are credentialed to provide investment advisory services. 
Visit Thrivent.com or FINRA's Broker Check for more information 
about our financial advisors. 31086A N?-22 

How to turn your finances 
around in the months ahead

COURTESY OF STATEPOINT

Many consumers are 
feel ing f inancial 

strain after a challenging 
economic year in 2022. 
One in three Americans 
say they are struggling 
to get by or are in trouble 
financially, according to 
Lincoln Financial Group’s 
Consumer Sent iment 
Tracker. The study also 
found that people aren’t 
necessarily seeing any 
relief in sight, with 76% 
believing factors like in-
flation, market volatility 
and debt will worsen.

However, there are a 
few bright spots. Those 
who had specific financial 
goals last year were two 
to three times more like-
ly to say various aspects 
of their personal finances 
improved. They were also 
three times more likely 
to say they did a great 
job on their overall fi-
nancial wellness last year 
and twice as likely to be 
optimistic about their fi-
nances in 2023. So where 
should you start in cre-
ating and reaching your 
own financial goals?

“Lincoln’s research 
underscores the impor-
tance of taking a de-
finitive approach,” said 
Ed Walters, senior vice 
president, Lincoln Finan-
cial Network, the wealth 
management arm of Lin-
coln Financial Group. 
“While financial goals 
don’t need to be com-
plicated, you should be 
able to easily track and 
monitor your progress. 
Consumers’ wallets are 
stretched thin with many 
competing financial pri-
orities, so now is a great 
time to get back to the 
basics.”

L incoln F inanc ia l 
Group recommends set-
ting these three goals to 
help turn your finances 
around in the months 
ahead:

Three tips 
to keep your 
documents 
organized
COURTESY OF BRANDPOINT

T a x e s  c a n  b e  a 
d a u n t i n g  t a s k . 
Some people are 

so anxious that they put 
it off until just before the 
April 15 deadline. Accord-
ing to a survey by IPX1031, 
32% of Americans wait-
ed until the last minute 
to file taxes in 2022. Of 
those who procrastinated 
on filing, 25% said that 
they waited because filing 
taxes is too stressful and 
complicated.

While you can wait 
until the deadline to file, 
you’ll only increase your 
tax anxiety. If you find 
tax season intimidating, 
check out these three tips 
that can help ease tax 
time stress.

1. Take a deep 
breath

It may seem trite, but 
the first thing you need 
to do to tackle your taxes 
is to take a deep breath. 
You likely already have 
everything you need to 
start your tax forms. It’s 
just a matter of finding 
all your documents and 
organizing them so you 
can easily fill out your 
information and submit 
your forms.

Start early to help 
ease your tax season 
stress, so you have plen-
ty of time to input and 
review your information. 
If you wait until the 
deadline, you’ll only get 
more anxious about the 
prospect of being late or 
making mistakes on your 
tax forms.

Preparing for  
tax season

A not her  w ay  to 
manage tax time stress 
is to tackle your tax 
forms one section at a 
time. You can do this 
over the course of a 
few days or a couple of 
weeks. You can enlist 
the help of a partner or 
friend to keep you ac-
countable and sit with 
you while you do your 
taxes.

2. Get organized
Whether you’re do-

ing personal or business 
taxes, creating a system 
with specific categories 
will help you stay or-
ganized throughout the 
year. That way, when 
it’s time to tackle taxes, 
you’ll have everything 
you need right in front 
of you.

First, create a de-
ductions and expenses 
folder. In this folder, 
you’ll keep cellphone 
and internet bills, re-
ceipts for supplies (like 
pencils, pens and pa-
pers), client dinner re-
ceipts and documents 
of charitable donations.

Next, you’ll set up 
an income folder where 
you’ll store your pay-
stubs, bank statements 
and other records that 
prove any income you 
have produced during 
the year. If needed, 
you can create another 
folder for business tax 
documents like W-2s, 
property taxes and 
self-employment forms.

Lastly, make an in-
vestments folder. Here, 
you can save retirement 
contributions to IRAs or 
other accounts, tax-de-
ferred investments, 
nondeductible invest-
ments and any other 
taxable investments.

By setting up and 
using this organiza-

tional system through-
out the year, you’ll be 
able to breeze through 
your tax forms with 
minimal stress.

3. Go digital
Now that you’ve got 

the system in place, it’s 
time to simplify taxes 
by going digital. Recre-
ate the organizational 
system above on your 
computer. You can also 
store or sync the folders 
on the cloud or mobile 
device so you can ac-
cess documents on the 
go. You can also upload 
invoices, receipts and 
other documents into 
digital files as soon as 
you receive them.

The easiest way to 
convert physical docu-
ments into digital ones 
is to scan them. Sim-
plify the process by us-
ing an application like 
Mopria Scan. This app 
allows you to scan di-
rectly from any Mopria 
certified device to your 
Android device with-
out installing multiple 
apps, software or driv-
ers for every scanner or 
printer you use at home 
or the office.

You’ll also have easy 
access to scanned pag-
es on your Android de-
vice’s cloud storage or 
other applications. You 
can even scan your stuff 
and email it to your 
professional accoun-
tant so they can deal 
with it! Download the 
Mopria Print Service or 
Mopria Scan apps and 
relieve tax time stress.

Don’t let tax season 
anxiety get you down. 
Using these three tips, 
you’ll be able to com-
plete your tax forms 
quickly and set yourself 
up for success for the 
next tax season. ●

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRANDPOINT

Organizing your receipts can be the most difficult part of tax season. 
If you begin early, and now is your chance to do so for next year, the 
task can be much easier.

How to maximize the value and 
timeliness of your tax return

COURTESY OF STATEPOINT

Research shows that if 
you’re dreading tax 

season, you’re not alone.
According to the Pew 

Research Center, 47% of 
Americans say they are 
bothered a lot by the com-
plexity of the federal tax 
system. Other taxpayers 
stress out over getting the 
details right. In a Credello 
survey, 22% of respon-
dents say not maximiz-
ing their refund is their 
biggest fear around doing 
taxes, while another 22% 
said their biggest fear is 
making a mistake.

“Many Americans rely 
on their tax refund to 
make ends meet. Access-
ing those funds should be 
fast and easy,” says Chad 
Prashad, president and 
CEO of World Finance.

To help you get a han-
dle on your taxes, World 
Finance is drawing on its 
26 years of filing expertise 
to offer these timely tips:

 Get ready early. As 
soon as your employer 
provides your W2, you can 
file your taxes. Having all 
other documentation and 
receipts ready to go will 
help expedite the process, 
which means you will get 
your tax return faster, too. 
Collect the necessary ma-
terials in one place before 
filing.

 Consider significant 
life changes. Did you move 
in 2022? Have a baby? Get 
married? Change jobs? 
Each of these monumen-
tal life events can have an 
impact on your taxes, so 
be sure to disclose these 
factors when filing or to 
the professional filing on 
your behalf.

  Know what’s new. 
Visit IRS.gov to learn about 
any changes to tax filings 
that are applicable to you. 
A tax services profes-

sional can also help you 
identify relevant updates. 
World Finance tax pros 
have year-round training 
to stay on top of the lat-
est tax filing requirements 
and are ready to tailor tax 
services to each tax cus-
tomer’s financial situation.

  Review and adjust. 
Once you know what your 
return is going to be this 
year, make any necessary 
adjustments to your W2 
to make sure you’re with-
holding enough during the 
year. If this is your first 
year working with a pro-
fessional tax service, have 
them review your previ-
ous years’ filings as well. 
You may be able to recover 
additional refunds if any-
thing was missed. World 
Finance offers this service 
for no additional charge.

 Consider a tax refund 
loan. After filing, you can 
potentially take out a loan 
for the amount of your 
expected refund. This is 
known as a tax refund 
loan and an option to 
consider if you need your 

refund as soon as possible.
 Work with a profes-

sional. Filing your taxes 
with a software program 
is a low-cost option, but 
only if you have time to 
dedicate to the task, and 
the know-how to get your 
biggest possible tax re-
turn. Working with a re-
liable, trusted tax prepa-
ration service can help 
ensure your taxes are filed 
correctly, and your return 
is as substantial as it can 
be. Look for a service that 
offers transparent pricing, 
flexible filing options and 
same-day Tax Advance 
Loans, such as World Fi-
nance. For more informa-
tion, visit loansbyworld.
com/taxes.

Tax season doesn’t 
need to create headaches, 
fears, or anxieties. By 
gathering important tax 
documents in advance and 
understanding your filing 
and refund options, you 
can have confidence that 
you’ve maximized the val-
ue and timeliness of your 
tax return. ●

PHOTO  COURTESY OF STATEPOINT

Get assistance from a professional, who can help 
you get the biggest possible tax return.

KERKEZ / ISTOCK VIA GETTY IMAGES PLUS

Developing a budget and saving money can be 
difficult, though by working with a financial pro-
fessional the difficult can become easy.

1. Develop and stick 
to a budget 

Keep it simple. Start 
with fixed expenses like 
mortgage, rent, savings 
and car payments, then 
move to the more flexi-
ble expenses like grocer-
ies and entertainment. 
Instead of establishing 
a fixed amount, buck-
et the flexible expenses 
together and adjust how 
you allocate your money 
monthly to address your 
needs and plans for that 
month. Tap into budget-
ing calculators and oth-
er expense management 
tools.

2. Save some money 
from every paycheck 

Now that you have a 
simple budget in place, 
take a few minutes to 
review those monthly 
expenses, from mortgage 
and car payments to 
morning coffee. Cutting 
a little bit here and there 
may reveal extra mon-
ey to set aside. Those 
funds can be put toward 

an emergency savings 
account, employer-spon-
sored retirement plan or 
college fund, or be used 
to prioritize investments. 
You’ll be surprised how 
quickly a little bit adds 
up over time.

3. Work with 
a financial 
professional 

Lincoln’s study found 
consumers who are ad-
vised by financial pro-
fessionals are more suc-
cessful in meeting their 
goals. A financial pro-
fessional can help tailor 
a holistic plan to your 
specific needs, as well as 
educate you about var-
ious insurance and re-
tirement solutions.

“It’s important that 
you’re honest with your-
self about where you 
are financially and what 
your goals are,” said 
Walters. “With a little 
discipline, knowledge 
and guidance, you can 
have a strong financial 
year and see long-lasting 
results.” ●

We’ve Got 
NeWs

(and so should you)

Subscribe Today.

406 Stevens St.
Iowa Falls

1-641-648-2521
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Vishram Jalukar, MD treats child and adult  Vishram Jalukar, MD treats child and adult  
patients for a wide variety of ailments three  patients for a wide variety of ailments three  
Mondays a month at Hansen Family Hospital.Mondays a month at Hansen Family Hospital.      

To schedule an appointment for ENT Services To schedule an appointment for ENT Services 
in Iowa Falls, call 800-622-1411.in Iowa Falls, call 800-622-1411.

920 South Oak St., Iowa Falls, IA 50126    
641.648.7000 www.hansenfamilyhospital.com

WE AREWE ARE ConnectedConnected

ENTENT  
HealthHealth  

KidsKids  February is February is 

Month!Month!

Did you know that Did you know that ear infectionsear infections    
are the are the number onenumber one  reasonreason    
children visit a physician?children visit a physician?   
Pediatric ear, nose, and throat disorders are common 
ailments among children that require a diagnosis and 
treatment through a health clinic visit.  ENT (Ear, Nose, 
Throat) Services, also known as Otolaryngology, treat a 
variety of ailments in kids including birth defects of the 
head and neck, developmental delays, tonsils and  
adenoids, asthma and allergy, and more.
 For more information, visit: www.enthealth.org

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Ackley
Ackley United Methodist 

Church
Pastor: David Wagner
P: 641-847-3521
Sunday – 10 a.m. Worship, 

11:15 a.m. Fellowship.
Cornerstone Presbyterian 

Church (PCA)
P: 641-847-3188
Sunday- 9:30 a.m. Worship; 

10:45 a.m. Fellowship and 
coffee; 11 a.m. Sunday 
School for all ages.

East Friesland Presbyterian 
Church

Pastor: Lynn Arends
P: 641-847-2896
Sunday- 9 a.m. Worship
First Presbyterian Church 

(PCUSA)
Pastor: Diane Martin
P: 641-847-2027
Sunday- 9 a.m. service 

with Sunday School and 
fellowship following. 

Harvest Baptist Church
Pastor: David Buhman
P: 641-847-1921
Wednesday- 7 p.m. Service
Sunday- 9 a.m. Sunday School; 

10 a.m. Worship.
Our Saviour’s Lutheran 

Church (NALC)
Pastor David Craig
P: 641-847-2276
Sunday - 9:30 a.m. worship 

with fellowship to follow.
St. John’s United Church of 

Christ
Pastor D.J. Steen
P: 641-847-2685 
Sunday - 9 a.m. services – Choir 

to sing; 10 a.m. Fellowship.  .  
St. Mary’s Catholic Church
Father Kevin Earleywine
P: 641-847-2329
Sunday- 10:30 a.m. 
Video recordings of Mass 

will be available at www.
franklinhardincatholic.org. 

Weekend Mass Sunday 8 a.m.
Washington Reformed Church
Pastor Kevin Pulliam
P: 641-847-2817
www.wrcackley.org
Sunday- 9 a.m. Sunday School. 

10 a.m. Sunday service. 
Service will be livestreamed on 

Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/

WashingtonReformedChurch/. 

Aplington
Aplington Baptist Church
Pastor: 

P: 319-347-2311
www.aplingtonbaptistchurch.

org
Sunday- 9:15 a.m. Worship 

Service, 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
School, and 6 p.m. Student 
Connection.

Wednesday-3:30 p.m. Early 
Herd, 6 p.m. Herd, and 6:20 
p.m. AWANA

Thursday-6 p.m. Bible quizzing
Saturday-Evening Worship 

Service 6 p.m. 
Aplington Evangelical 

Presbyterian Church (EPC)
Pastor: Doug Hull
P: 319-347-5569
church@aeclife.org, www.

aeclife.org
Sunday- 9 a.m. Prayer, 9:15 

a.m. Morning Worship; 10:30 
a.m. Fellowship. and 10:45 
a.m. Sunday School.

Wednesday- 6:30 a.m. Early 
morning bible study.

First Reformed Church
Pastor: Brent Vandenberg
P: 319-347-2444
Sunday- 9:30 a.m. Worship.

Austinville
Austinville Christian 

Reformed Church
P: 319-347-2986
Pastor: Stewart De Jong 
Sunday -9:30 a.m. Worship; 

10:45 a.m. Coffee and 
Fellowship; 11 a.m. Sunday 
School all ages; 8 p.m. 180 
meets at Stu-Co Center. 

Wednesday- 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Early Herd; 6 to 8 p.m. Grades 
7 and 8 Herd; 6:15 to 7:45 
p.m. AWANA. 

Video of Sunday services 
are available online www.
austinvillecrc.com. 

Colfax/Holland 
Churches

Colfax Center Church of Rural 
Holland

Pastor: Luke Wolfe
P: 319-824-5231
Sunday-9:30 a.m. Worship, 

10:30 a.m. coffee fellowship, 
11 a.m. Sunday school for all 
ages, 6 p.m. prayer meeting

Wednesday- 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
youth group and children 
ministries.

Geneva
Geneva United Methodist 

Church
Pastor:  Brent Hamilton

Alternate Pastor: Delores Mooty
P: 641-430-6872
Sunday-9:15 a.m. Sunday 

School, 10:30 a.m. Worship 
St. Peter’s United Church of 

Christ
P: 641-456-8749 
stpetersiaucc@gmail.com, 

Facebook St. Peter’s UCC 
Church.9:15 a.m.- Sunday 
School. 10:30 a.m.- Worship/
Children’s Choir. Worship 
Leader: James Koop. 
Installation Service of Newly 
Installed Officers.   

Steamboat Rock 
Steamboat Rock Baptist 

Church
P: 641-868-2458
Pastor: Harrison Lippert
Watch online at www.

steamboatbaptist.org/
watchonline 

Sunday-8:30 a.m. Traditional 
Service, 9:35-9:50 a.m. Prayer 
Time, 10 a.m. Contemporary 
Service, 10 a.m. Pathway 
classes for all ages, 11:15 
a.m. Contemporary Services, 
11:15 a.m. Children’s Church

Steamboat Rock First 
Presbyterian Church 

Pastor: Lynn Arends
P: 641-868-2292
Sunday- 9:15 a.m. Fellowship, 

9:45 a.m. Sunday School, 
10:30 a.m. Worship

Wellsburg
First Christian Reformed 

Church
Pastor: Steven J. 

Mulder 
P: 641-847-4305
Sunday- 9 a.m. Worship Service
St. John’s Lutheran Church
Pastor: Bruce Zimmerman
P: 641-869-3838
Sunday- 9 a.m. Worship, 9:45 

a.m. Bible class
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Pastor:  Vicar Lisa Robison
P: 641-869-3992
9:15 a.m. Worship, 8 a.m. 

Sunday School.
United Reformed Church
Pastor: Joel Wories
P: 641-869-3633
Sunday- 9:30 a.m. Worship; 

3:30 or 7 p.m. afternoon 
worship.

Wellsburg Reformed Church
P: 641-869-3316
Sunday- 9:30 a.m. Worship 

Service.

DEVOTIONAL

Who We 
Get to Love
PASTOR DJ STEEN
ST. JOHN’S UNITED 
 CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Whenever my fami-
ly makes a trip to 

Waterloo/Cedar Falls, we 
usually try and eat lunch 
at Chick-fi l-A. 
Even though it’s 
a lways packed 
with people, the 
food is so good, 
and the customer 
service is always 
outstanding. 

In fact, they have 
four key ingredients for 
great customer service 
called the Core 4: eye 
contact, smile, speak 
enthusiast ical ly, and 
stay connected. Speak-
ing from lots of person-
al experience, they do all 
those things very well. 
And that’s what they’re 
known for- chicken 
and customer service. It 
makes me wonder, what 
is the Church known for? 

To hear the news tell 
it, the Christian Church 
is long on pointing out 
other people’s flaws and 
sins and short on loving 
people and serving them 
in their time of need. 
That’s too bad because 
this is completely dif-
ferent from the message 
Jesus communicated.

In  Lu k e  c h apte r 
10, Jesus is asked by a 

Jewish religious schol-
ar about how to get to 
heaven. Jesus tells him 
to love God with all his 
heart, soul, strength, 
and mind, and to love 
his neighbor the way he 
loves himself. In a fol-
low up question aimed 
at finding a loophole in 
loving his neighbor, the 
scholar asks Jesus, “Who 

is my neighbor?” 
The man was appar-
ently trying to limit 
the scope of who he 
had to love and still 
receive the reward of 
eternal life, and in 
response Jesus tells 

a story that we know 
as the story of the Good 
Samaritan. 

A Jewish man is trav-
eling from Jerusalem to 
Jericho when he is at-
tacked, robbed, and left 
for dead. A priest walks 
around him and doesn’t 
help. Another religious 
man comes upon him 
and fails to help. But 
then a Samaritan man 
sees him and Jesus says 
he is filled with pity and 
helps the man. 

He  bandages  h i s 
wounds and gets him 
to a safe place where he 
pays for his care. Now 
it’s important to un-
derstand that Jews and 
Samaritans had despised 
each other for centuries 
so it would have been 
shocking for the Sa-
maritan man to be the 
hero of the story. Jesus 

turned the definition of 
a neighbor upside down 
by communicating that 
a neighbor was anyone 
who needed help, even 
if you considered them 
your enemy and we be-
come a neighbor by 
helping those in need. 
Finally, Jesus tells the 
religious scholar do go 
and the same thing. In 
other words, wherever 
you go, find your neigh-
bor and be a neighbor. 

As followers of Jesus, 
we shouldn’t ask “Who 
do I have to love?”, but 
rather “Who do I get to 
love?” We have the priv-
ilege of seeing everyone 
around us as our neigh-
bor and loving them with 
the same importance we 
love God. Years ago, my 
brother was going to 
school in Texas and he 
and a friend were at a 
local grocery store.

 His friend saw a 
Mexican family in the 
checkout lane and felt 
compelled to talk to 
them. He asked them if 
anyone had ever wel-
comed them to the 
United States. They said 
no and so he welcomed 
them to our country. 
They were so moved 
that they started crying. 
We don’t have to won-
der who our neighbor 
is anymore- Jesus made 
that very clear so now 
all we have to do is go 
and love people with the 
radical love of Jesus. ●

Steen

Food Pantry
Anyone in need of assistance from the Ackley food pantry may call 641-373-

4660,641-373-2263, 515-689-1432,or 641-847-1963. 
The Ackley food pantry’s only requirement is that those using the service have an 

Ackley address and/or have children in the AGWSR School district.
Cualquier persona que necesite ayuda de la despensa de alimentos de Ackley 

puede llamar al 641-373-4660,641-373-2263, 515-689-1432, o 641-847-1963.
El único requisito de la despensa de alimentos de Ackley es que quienes usan el 

servicio tengan una dirección de Ackley y / o tengan hijos en el distrito escolar de 
AGWSR. ●
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Place Your Ad Here!Place Your Ad Here!
Call  641-648-2521Call  641-648-2521
to advertise your to advertise your 

business herebusiness here

LEGAL SERVICES

Attorneys at Law
Office at GNB Insurance & Realty Office

646 Main St., Ackley
Every Thursday 9:00 a.m.-Noon

Call for an appointment 

877-824-6951877-824-6951

Heronimus, Schmidt, Allen, Heronimus, Schmidt, Allen, 
Schroeder & GeerSchroeder & Geer

NURSING HOMES

PLUMBING

Tjarks Plumbing, Heating 
& Air Conditioning

121 River Street • Iowa Falls, IA 50126
1-641-648-5555 • 1-800-738-6080

WATER • SEWER • PLUMBING • HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING

1 - 8 0 0 - H E Y - M O R T
( 4 3 9 - 6 6 7 8 )

8 0 0 - 5 7 9 - M O R T
( 6 6 7 8 )

Your authorized Kinetico Dealer

Brad Lewis, Co-owner

OVERHEAD DOORS

Iowa Falls
641-316-1099

ontrackod@gmail.com

Quality Over Quantity
Free Estimates  •  No Job too Small

Todd Olmstead, Owner
Geneva, Iowa

olmstead@rconnect.com
Cell 319-464-6772

CONCRETE

INSURANCE

319-824-6962
715 G Avenue • Grundy Center  

Providing Coverage since 1888

M-F 8-4:30pm

Vision
Health
Center

Dr. Dan R. Dye
Optometrist

Call to schedule your appointment:

641-939-2020
Eldora

Hours: Monday-Thursday 8 am - 5pm

BUSINESS BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL& PROFESSIONAL  DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

Eldora / Specialty Care
1510 22nd St.

Suzy Eichmeier, Administrator

www.careinitiatives.org

MASONRY

Olde Style Olde Style 
MaSOnryMaSOnry

Patrick Cooley, Owner
Call or Text

479-212-3037
Masonry Service

in Iowa falls

OPTOMETRIST

MATTHEWS
REPAIRWE SELL  WE SELL  

NEW & NEW & 
USED USED 
YARD YARD 

EQUIPMENTEQUIPMENT

MEDICAL SERVICES SMALL ENGINE SERVICE

www.hansenfamilyhospital.com

1000 10th Ave. Ackley, IA
641.847.2625

920 South Oak St. Iowa Falls, IA 
641.648.7000

Hansen Family Hospital

ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES
“I’m here for you in Iowa Falls for all your TAX,  
PAYROLL, AND ACCOUNTING NEEDS.”

WattsWatts  
AccountingAccounting
& Tax Service& Tax Service

641.648.5130 | 714 Washington Ave. | Iowa Falls

Daryl Wiese
641-373-3148

New Construction ~ Remodeling

wieseconstructionservices@gmail.com

CALLCALL
641-648-2521641-648-2521

TOTO  ADVERTISEADVERTISE  
IN THIS SPACEIN THIS SPACE

CONSTRUCTION

OBITUARIES

Eileen 
Johnson

May 29, 1932-Feb. 8, 2023
PARKERSBURG

E ileen Johnson, age 
90, of Parkersburg, 
was born the daugh-

ter of Henry and Min-
nie (Warschkow) Benne-
witz, on May 
28, 1932, in 
H a m p t o n , 
I o w a .  S h e 
g r a d u a t e d 
from Dows 
High School 
in 1949 and 
went to further her educa-
tion at Ellsworth Commu-
nity College in Iowa Falls. 
At the age of 50, Eileen 
graduated from Wartburg 
College in Waverly, Iowa, 
with a degree in religion. 

On Jan. 15, 1955, Eileen 
was united in marriage 
with Henry A. Johnson at 
Zion Lutheran Church in 
Waterloo. After their mar-
riage, the couple lived on 
the family farm north 
of Aplington, and lat-
er moved east of Ackley. 
They then moved north-
west of Aplington, where 
they farmed. During this 
time, Eileen farmed with 
Henry, worked for the 
Ackley newspaper, worked 
in the office at the Ackley 
Presbyterian Village, and 
as an interim pastor at 
several churches, the last 
being The Little Brown 
Church in Nashua, Iowa. 
She also volunteered as a 
hospital chaplain at the 
Allen Hospital in Waterloo. 
In 1997, Henry and Eileen 
moved into Parkersburg 
after retirement.

Eileen was an active 
member at the St. John’s 
United Church of Christ 
in Ackley. She taught both 
Sunday school and con-
firmation classes, was a 
member of the Women’s 
Fellowship and loved to 
volunteer. She was a 4-H 
and Cub Scout Leader, and 
a part of the Parkersburg 
Historical Society. 

In her spare time, she 
enjoyed birdwatching, vol-

unteering as a poll watch-
er and researching gene-
alogy. She loved to travel, 
especially to Germany, Je-
rusalem and to 48 states. 
She was advanced in 
technology and enjoyed 
building her own com-
puters and teaching oth-
ers how to use them. She 
especially loved spending 
time with her family and 
grandchildren.

On Wednesday, Feb. 
8, 2023, Eileen died sur-
rounded by family at Sce-
nic Living Communities 
in Iowa Falls, of natural 
causes. Eileen was pro-
ceeded in death by her 
husband, Henry Johnson 
(Jan. 17, 2014), her par-
ents; her grandson Na-
than Keninger; and broth-
er Wayne Bennewitz. 

Eileen is survived by 
three children: Sheila 
(George) Gordon of Stew-
art, Tenn.; Doug (Kathy) 
Johnson of Aplington; and 
Regina (Landy) Calfee of 
Iowa Falls; six grandchil-
dren: Crissy Kentopp (Joe 
Anderson), Chad Hon, Sa-
brina (Taner) Mai, Tabitha 
Johnson, Holli (Dinesh) 
Keshwani and Trevor 
Keninger; 11 great-grand-
children: Ariel, Lucas, 
Khloe, Ty’Rique, Tareya, 
Kendyl, Weston, Maya, 
Ava, Ella and Payton; three 
in-laws: Ann Reinieke of 
Dike, Lois (Clyde) Glenn 
of St. Charles, Miss.; and 
Lester (Martha) Johnson, 
of Aplington. 

A celebration of life 
was held at 2 p.m., on 
Saturday, Feb. 11, 2023, at 
St. John’s United Church 
of Christ in Ackley. Me-
morials may be directed 
to the family. Redman 
Funeral & Cremation Ser-
vices, Parkersburg Funer-
al Home was in charge 
of arrangements. Online 
condolences may be left at 
www.redmanfuneral.com

DEATH NOTICES

Wyatt James 
Raska

Friday, Feb. 3, 2023
COULTER-Wyatt James 

Raska, 14, of Coulter, 
passed away Friday, Feb. 
3, 2023, at Franklin Gen-
eral Hospital in Hampton. 
Services for Wyatt Ras-
ka were held Friday, Feb. 
10, at the Faith Baptist 
Church in Hampton. Me-
morials may be directed 
to: Wyatt Raska Memorial, 
c/o Linn’s Funeral Home, 
1521 Washington Avenue, 
Iowa Falls, IA 50126.

ACKLEY PD REPORT

January 2023
Chief Gerry Frisk is providing 

the Ackley World Journal monthly 
police reports. Those reports are 
being provided the same week as 
the Ackley City Council meeting. 
The January Police Report follows 
(dates are not always provided):

Four traffic stops resulting in 
warnings for non-registered go-
cart, loud exhaust, equipment 
violation – headlight out, driving 
the wrong way on a one-way 
street.

Assisted on three ambulance 
calls.

Seven notifications to drivers to 
move vehicles for snow removal.

Three dog complaints.
Emergency committal.
Vehicle accidents, two.
Interviewed three juveniles for 

case.
Noise complaints, 700 Park Ave.
Parking complaints, two.
Assisted elderly resident who 

fell in their home.
Arrest for Violation of No Con-

tact Order.
Interviewed suspect, tampering 

with witness.
Return of service for search war-

rants.
Complaints of semi parking in 

residential area, two.
911 hang-ups, two. A result of 

land line mix up).
Medical committals for juve-

niles, two.
Motorist assist, two.
In addition, Frisk set up StEP 

grant for 2024 with the State of 
Iowa, and received body cameras 
from Wolf.com.

HCSO LOGS

Feb. 1
Disabled vehicle, Hwy. 20/S56, 

Steamboat Rock
Car/deer accident, Alden
Citizen assist, caller has ques-

tions
Erratic driving, S56/175

Feb. 2
Report of rifle in roadway, Hwy. 

57, Ackley
Harassing communication, 

Buckeye
Car/deer accident, D35, Steam-

boat Rock
Feb. 3

Disabled vehicle, Hwy. 20, mile 
marker 174

Disabled vehicle, Hwy. 20, mile 
marker 178, semi on shoulder 
with flashers

Citizen assist, regarding child 
pulled from school by parent, 
Buckeye

Citizen assist, question regard-
ing jump starting of vehicle
Feb. 4

Warrant arrest. Andrew Mazur-
ik, Failure to Appear and Driving 
While Suspended

Disabled vehicle, Hwy S56, 
Steamboat Rock

Sexual abuse report, 130th St 
canoe launch, Iowa Falls
Feb. 5

Accident, D55, Hubbard, no in-
juries
Feb. 6

Erratic driving, Hwy. 175, Eldora
Dogs running at large, Iowa 

Falls
Disabled vehicle, 15th Street, 

Ackley, tractor in roadway
Accident report, Hwy. 175, Eldo-

ra, two vehicles, vehicle in ditch

LETTERS

Deep Regrets
TO THE EDITOR:
As I viewed the text 

phone photos that were 
sent to me of the trees 
cut down at Pleasant Hill 
Cemetery north of Ackley 
my heart sank. I was 
told all these trees were 
healthy trees. I regret 
going into a knee jerking 
response before knowing 
all the facts. 

I deeply regret the 
role I played in this event 
not knowing all the facts 
on my social media page. 

On Feb. 8, I had the 
opportunity to talk with 
the Board President of 
Pleasant Hill Cemetery. 
He called in Iowa River 
Rough Cut which is a 
high-tech tree service for 
diagnosing diseases in 
trees. It was duly noted: 
All the trees in the cem-
etery were diseased. 

Iowa River Rough Cut 
of Iowa Falls, Iowa did 
cut down all the trees 
professionally with care, 
honoring the trees and 
avoiding damages to 
tombstones. 

The Board President 
did contact the Trust-
ees of Osceola to log out 
the large logs of trees 
which could be saved for 
reimbursing a paltry sum 
of tree removal into the 
cemetery fund. Osceloa 
Township trustees grant-
ed permission. 

The Board President 
also told me with re-
freshing facts Kelly Tree 
Farm of Clarence, Iowa 
will be replanting two 
windbreaks at Pleasant 
Hill this spring of 2023. 
New spring planting of 
trees will enhance the 
look of the cemetery. 

This is my public 
apology to always learn 
the facts first. I have 
come to a better under-
standing of learning the 
circumstances of events 
surrounding our sacred 
places that are important 
to us. 

I grew up in Ackley 
with my great-grand-
parents and their babies 
buried in Pleasant Hill 
Cemetery.

Respectfully yours, 
LUELLA MEYER  

RODEMEYER
HAMPTON

Fight 
Eminent 
Domain 
Together 

TO THE EDITOR:
Do you support the 

banning eminent domain 
for carbon pipelines? 
Eighty percent of Iowa 
voters oppose allowing 
private corporations to 
use eminent domain to 
build carbon pipelines. 
The opposition crosses 
party lines. Our land is 
not for sale! Without my 
consent. Eminent domain 
is meant to be used for 
the public good, not pri-
vate profit. 

These investors are 

going to make billions 
of dollars. This money 
comes from the federal 
government and is our 
tax dollars. It is being 
wasted in the name of 
climate change. I am also 
concerned about safety 
in case of a leak, drain-
age of tiles, and reduces 
productivity. 

Please join in the 
fight and contact the 
Iowa Utilities Board 
with an email. File your 
objection at customer@
iub.iowa.gov using docket 
number HLP-2021-0001.

Also Contact your 
congressman and support 
Senate File 101:

Senator Annette 
Sweeny Annette.swee-
ney@legis.iowa.gov 515-
281-3371

Senator Waylon Brown 
Waylon.brown@legis.iowa.
gov 515-281-3371

Representative Pat 
Grassley pat.grassley@le-
gis.iowa.gov 515-281-3221

Representative Josh 
Meggers Joshua.meg-
gers@legis.iowa.gov 515-
281-3221

There will be a rally 
in Des Moines at the 
Capitol on Feb. 21 at 10 
a.m. Come join us as we 
fight for our land. 

Thank you for your 
help and support, 

TERESA THOMS 
STEAMBOAT ROCK

Letters to the 
Editor Policy

We welcome signed 
letters to the editor from 
our readers. All letters 
should be typed or legibly 
written and be 400 words 
or fewer.

The Ackley World 
Journal reserves the 
right to edit all letters 
for content, punctuation 
and grammar. Authors 
may be contacted by the 
editor for verification of 
facts and authenticity. 
Letters may be submit-
ted to: Editor, Ackley 
World Journal, P.O. Box 5, 
Ackley, IA 50601. Letters 
are printed weekly and 
should arrive by 5 p.m. 
the Thursday prior to the 
publication.

Johnson
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HELP WANTED
20 WORDS & UNDER $15.00

Over 20 words are 55¢ per word. 
GENERAL CLASSIFIEDS 

20 WORDS & UNDER $14.00
Over 20 words are 50¢ per word. 

PER WEEK IN THE ACKLEY WORLD JOURNAL  
Card of Thanks flat rate of $25.00 

AWJ only - $15.00 (100 words or less)
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 2 For Sale
 3 Garage Sales
 4 For Rent
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 Call to line up spring tile 
 & septic projects
 Certified & experienced 
 septic system installation
 All types of excavation work - 
  basements, clearing, demolition
 Water lines & hydrants

Call or email for estimates on tile 
or septic systems installation

Facebook: soil&septic,LLC

641-373-7116  
soilseptic@gmail.com

Chris Vanness, owner

SOIL SOIL && SEPTIC, LLC SEPTIC, LLC

FREE ESTIMATES | 313 1st Ave., HAMPTON

641-456-4670CALL TO GET YOUR SUMMER 
ROOFING NEEDS SCHEDULED

Architectural Shingles
Specialized in Rubber Membrane 

for Flat Roofs
Seamless Gutters

Insured/Bonded

• RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL •

Ron’s
ROOFING

www.TheDirtDealer.com 

JEFFREY T. OBRECHT  
C: 515-689-1648  
 O: 641-648-5065 

Jeff@TheDirtDealer.com 

LISTING #23106:  160 acres m/l, of which 
there are 157.72 taxable acres m/l and 
144.95 cropland acres m/l, with an aver-
age CSR2 of 84.2.   

8.66± Acres • Hardin County, Iowa

For more information on property details, please contact:

www.FarmersNational.com
Real Estate Sales • Auctions • Farm and Ranch Management • Consultation

Appraisals and Valuations •  Insurance • Oil, Gas, and Renewable Energy Management
Forest Resource Management • National Hunting Leases • FNC Ag Stock

John and Kathy VanZee, Agents • Mitchellville, Iowa
Phone: (641) 521-0151

JVanZee@FarmersNational.com • www.FarmersNational.com/JohnVanZee
Eric VanZee, Agent • Colfax, Iowa

Phone: (515) 971-2633
EVanZee@FarmersNational.com • www.FarmersNational.com/EricVanZee

FOR SALE BY BIDSFOR SALE BY BIDS

Bids Due: Bids Due:  Monday, March 6, 2023 by 4:00 PM Monday, March 6, 2023 by 4:00 PM

L-2300106L-2300106

-- Three individual tracts zoned Industrial/Commercial --
-- Insulated steel buildings complete with water and electric utilities --

Property Showing: Saturday, March 4, 2023 at 9:00 AM 
23384 V Avenue, Eldora, Iowa 50627

The State Training School (STS) at Eldora offers 
academic programs paired with supportive counseling 
and behavioral health treatment to males, ages 12 to 18 
years old who have been adjudicated delinquent with a 
goal of transitioning the young man back to his community. 
The facility is operated by the Iowa Department of Health 
& Human Services. The Youth Services Workers at the 
STS are integral to the successful outcome of young 
men at the facility.
If you enjoy challenging, yet rewarding work helping 
students find stability in their lives and security in their 
future, and can work as part of a team to help reach 
these goals, you will want to have a career at the STS.
The State Training School provides an environment rich 
in challenges that will allow you to play a meaningful role 
in the rehabilitation of these young men with no boring 
days. You will be the glue that helps pull these young 
men together.
As an employee of the STS you are a State of Iowa 
employee and eligible for a comprehensive benefits 
package that includes the following and more.

•	Insurance – Health, Dental, Life, Voluntary Life, and 
Long Term Disability

•	The cost for Medical and Dental is only $56 per 
month for single coverage

•	Medical and Dental coverage for a family is $232 
per month.

•	IPERS (Iowa Public Employee Retirement System)-
Fixed Income Pension

•	Deferred Compensation with a State-Funded match 
similar to a 401K

•	Paid Leave – 9 Holidays, Sick Leave, Family Sick 
Leave, Vacation, & Military Leave

•	Strong Opportunity for Advancement, Growth, and 
Development.

If you have questions, please contact Jason Garvey or 
Larry Cranston at 641-858-5402
To apply, go to: www.governmentjobs.com/careers/iowa
When the page opens look to the middle right and find 
the “Filter” drop down.
Choose Location. Scroll down the page and find Eldora.
Click Eldora and the Job Opportunities will appear.
To learn more about benefits available to State of Iowa 
employees visit the benefits web page.

The State of Iowa is an EEO/AA Employer

Youth Services Worker
The starting wage is $19.23 per hour or

$39,998.40 annually.
In addition, there is shift differential at $.90/hour

with overtime available.

NOW HIRING for PART-TIME SEASONAL HELP!

Innovative Ag Services is 
accepting applications for 
part-time seasonal help for 
the Spring planting season 
at multiple locations!

To apply, visit www.ias.coop/careers
Or call 319-465-2022 x. 1063 to speak to a member of our HR team!

IAS is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer

SEASONAL LOCATION CUSTOMER SERVICE
SEASONAL OPERATIONS

SEASONAL SEMI DRIVERS
SEASONAL TENDER TRUCK DRIVERS

(CDL Requirements may differ based on Specific Responsibilities)

Innovative Ag Services Offers:
•  Competitive 

compensation
•  Willing to train for 

all positions

•  Rewarding and 
fun atmosphere

•  Work uniforms 
provided

Immediate openings at the Panama terminal

800-489-2088, ext. 224
600 LaSalle Ave.  • Panama

7% match with a 401K Retirement Plan • No Weekends 
or Holidays

Paid vacations & holidays • Medical or HSA plan
Bonuses • Home daily • Safety & Profit sharing bonus

Join our quality growing company.

Looking for

DOCK WORKER
A.M. Shift;

SERVICE MECHANIC
(will train) 

 Current
Openings

• 100% family HSA 
health insurance 
paid

• 7% match with a 
401K Retirement Plan

• Up to 180 hours paid
PTO time

Offering Flexible Working Hours 
with 4 & 5-Day Work Schedules

800-489-2088, ext. 224
600 LaSalle Ave. • Panama, IA

• Paid Holidays
• No Weekends or

Holidays
• Safety & Profi t 

sharing bonus 
available

Join our quality growing company &
BEcomE part oF our Family ownED BuSinESS!

Start Start aa  CAREERCAREER
in Wellsburg, IAin Wellsburg, IA

Immediate openings at the Panama terminal

800-489-2088, ext. 224
600 LaSalle Ave.  • Panama

7% match with a 401K Retirement Plan • No Weekends 
or Holidays

Paid vacations & holidays • Medical or HSA plan
Bonuses • Home daily • Safety & Profit sharing bonus

Join our quality growing company.

Looking for

DOCK WORKER
A.M. Shift;

SERVICE MECHANIC
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• No Weekends or
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• Safety & Profi t 
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Join our quality growing company &
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DAY ROUTE DRIVER 
CLASS A & B CDL 

FULL AND PART-TIME

The State of Iowa is an EEO/AA Employer

HELP WANTED
Education Aides

Educational Aides at the STS provide support by creating productive 
learning environments for students in the classroom. They also help de-
escalate upset students in therapeutic environments.  In addition, they 
assist with assessment of student academic skills.
The average class size is 5 students with a maximum of 8 per classroom.   
We offer a highly structured learning environment for the students, and 
each instructor is encouraged to be innovated to help the students succeed.  
If you enjoy rewarding yet challenging work, helping young men find 
stability in their lives and security in their future, this is the right job for 
you. Your work at the STS has the potential to help pull these young men 
together and change their future.
If you are proficient in:
•	 Handling a diverse caseload of emotionally disordered students with 

mild to moderate needs
•	 Teaching in an individualized manner in an effort to reach the 

students
•	 Providing both individual and classroom instruction

– you will want to have a career at the STS!
Pay starts at $16.60/hr

To see if you can qualify, please apply at: 
https://www.das.iowa.gov/human-resources/state-employment    
Click Job Openings and then filter by location - Eldora

Start a Great Career! 

*No ag experience needed* 

FFuullll  ++  PPaarrtt  TTiimmee  PPoossiittiioonnss  
AAppppllyy  aatt  wwwwww..iinnnnoovvaattiivveeaagg..ccoomm//ccaarreeeerrss  OOrr    

ccaallll  331199--446655--22002222  eexxtt..  11006633  

$$11,,000000  SSiiggnn--OOnn  BBoonnuuss!!!!!!  

CCuussttoomm  AApppplliiccaattoorr  --    

Alden | Ellsworth |Faulkner 

LLooccaattiioonn  DDiissppaattcchheerr  --  Faulkner  

AAggrroonnoommyy  SSaalleess  AAddvviissoorr  --  Garden City 

GGrraaiinn  OOppeerraattiioonnss  --  Hubbard 

TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  DDrriivveerr  --  Cleves  

*COMPETITIVE BENEFITS*   WILLING TO TRAIN! 

 401K and Pension plans 

 IAS pays for driver’s training (CDL, Endorsements, etc.) 

 Paid Certification and Training for  Custom Applicator 
roles 

 Health, Dental, Vision and Life Insurance available 

 Paid Time Off! 

 Employee programs that assist will physical, mental and 
financial health 

 Uniform Allowance 

Mulford Brothers in Bradford is looking 
for siding and window installers. 

Experience is a plus, but will train the right  
individuals. Pay based on experience. 

Home most evenings. 
Stop in for an application - Monday through Friday 

7 AM to Noon

641-648-3918

Full-Time Installers

211 Main St., Bradford, Iowa

HELP WANTED:  
The Hardin County Engineer is seeking 

applications for a full-time position in the 
Secondary Road Department as a 

TRUCK DRIVER 

in the Eldora shop at a rate of $22.00 per hour. 
The purpose of this position is to operate a tandem 
style dump truck for transporting rock as well as to 
remove snow with a blade during the appropriate 

seasons.  This position requires a valid Class A CDL 
and a high school diploma or equivalent.  Pre-

employment drug testing is required.  
An application and job description for the 

position may be obtained in the Hardin County 
Engineers Office, 708 16th Street, Eldora, online 
at www.hardincountyia.gov, or by calling 641-

858-5058 for additional information.  
Applications will be accepted through 

February 23rd, 2023. 
Hardin County is an Equal Opportunity 

Employer and is in compliance with ADA.

HELP WANTED
Looking  for  a  dependable,
motivated  individual  for
welding, fab work and gen-
eral  labor.   Need  to  be
punctual, work well with oth-
ers  and  work  efficiently.
Pay  based  on  experience
and  benefits.   Hours  are
6:30am-5:00pm.  40hr/work
in four days.  Call CIPC at
641-864-2829.

4. FOR RENT

8. HELP WANTED

18. NOTICES/EVENTS

4 BEDROOM HOUSE FOR
RENT IN ACKLEY

$750/month  plus  deposit.
No pets. Call 319-823-0193.

EXCITING OPPORTUNITY
AT THE ALDEN LIBRARY

for 15-20 hour per week po-
sition.  Must  be  available
hours  the  library  is  open.
Qualifications  preferred  in-
clude  experience  working
with  children,  excellence in
customer  service  skills,
highly  organized,  and
knowledge of  library  proce-
dures.  To  apply  submit  re-
sume to lisa@alden.lib.ia.us
by February 15, 2023. Eliminate gutter cleaning

forever! 
LeafFilter,  the  most  ad-
vanced debris-blocking gut-
ter  protection.  Schedule  a
FREE  LeafFilter  estimate
today.  20% off  Entire  Pur-
chase.  Plus  10% Senior  &
Military  Discounts.  Call  1-
855-913-1560.

GENERAC Standby 
Generators 

provide  backup power  dur-
ing utility power outages, so
your  home and family  stay
safe  and comfortable.  Pre-
pare  now.  Free 7-year  ex-
tended warranty  ($695 val-
ue!).  Request  a  free  quote
today!  Call  for  additional
terms  and  conditions.  1-
855-954-5087.

1 AND 2 BEDROOM
APARTMENTS 

AVAILABLE
Includes onsite laundry, un-
secure garage stall, and pri-
vate  setting.  No  pets.
Renter  pays  utilities.  De-
posit  and  first  month  rent
due  upon  lease  signing.
Please call  641/648-5464 if
interested  or  stop  by  King
Construction for a rental ap-
plication.

CLARK:
The  family  of  Byron  Clark
would like to thank everyone
who shared and expression
of  sympathy,  call,  card,
flowers, and memorials after
Byron's  passing.  Your
thougfulness  will  always be
remembered  by  our family.
Thank  you  also  to  Pastor
Erling Shultz for his comfort
and meaningful funeral ser-
vice.
Loraine Clark
Marsha Alger
Byron Clark II
Craig Clark

ONTRACK OVERHEAD
DOORS, LLC IS 

GROWING!
We are looking for a techni-
cian  to  service  and  install
overhead doors focusing on
quality, safety, and superior
customer  service.  Experi-
ence is  a  plus  but  we are
willing to train the right per-
son.  Must  have  a  valid
drivers  license.  No present
injuries and will  need to be
able to lift 75lbs and lift pan-
els  overhead.  If  you  are  a
team  player,  comfortable
with  heights,  and  able  to
work  in  all  weather  condi-
tions apply today! 641-316-
1099 or email resume to on-
trackod@gmail.com.

20. CARD OF
 THANKS

Subscribe today!
Call 641-648-2521

Ackley
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LINK SUPPORT POSITION
The Link is a division of Times-Citizen Communications that sends press 
releases to Newspapers, Television Stations and Radio Stations throughout 
the United States. Our clients include various businesses, colleges and 
universities. 
 We are looking for someone to help prepare and send news releases, 
maintain our databases and work with our customers. 
This position also backs up our front desk answering phones, working with 
customers, and any other assigned tasks.

Qualifications: 
 • Excellent organizational and time management skills 
 • Exceptional spelling and proofreading skills 
 • Intermediate or advanced Excel skill level 
 • Professional telephone etiquette and ability to communicate effectively 
  with customers 
 • Self-starter, self-motivated, detail oriented and ability to problem solve
Interested candidates can email resumes to jpeters@iafalls.com

Times Citizen Communications, Inc., is an equal opportunity employer.

 
Jessica Peters 
Human Resources 
Times-Citizen Communications 
406 Stevens Street 
Iowa Falls, Iowa 
641-648-2521

$1,000 RETENTION BONUS
FULL-TIME WORKERS STARTING $19.00 Hr.

with Shift Differential
Full-Time Benefits:
 Vacation
 Paid holidays
 Health insurance

 Life insurance
 Dental insurance

  401k with 
employer match

Naturally Recycled Proteins
33460 170th Street • Steamboat Rock, IA
641-868-2691 Ask for: Ronnie or David

About Us:
NRP is a 20-year-old supplier of protein in 
the pet food industry.

Seeking qualified individuals for 
our Steamboat Rock, IA, plant.

Class A - CDL with Tanker Endorsement
Full-time Starting at $60,000+ per year | 6 month recurring retention bonus

Paid Holidays | Paid Vacation | Medical/Dental/Life/Vision Insurance
Company Matched 401(k) | Uniforms Provided

Home Weekends & Most Nights

Contact Ronnie at (641) 868-2049 or (515) 689-0819

Protein Transport, LLC
33460 170th St. | Steamboat Rock, IA 50672

NOW
HIRING

Part-Time & 
Full-Time!

HARDIN COUNTY BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS

MINUTES  JANUARY 31, 2023
TUESDAY  1:00 P.M.

COURTHOUSE SMALL 
CONFERENCE ROOM

At  1:00  p.m.  Lance  Granzow  and
Renee McClellan, Board of Supervi-
sors, held budget work sessions in
the  small  conference  room in  the
Hardin County Courthouse. 
At 1:00 p.m. Taylor Roll, Secondary
Roads, presented his FY2023/2024
budget proposal. Roll concluded his
presentation at 2:03 p.m.
At 2:03 p.m. Wes Wiese, Conserva-
tion,  presented  his  FY2023/2024
budget  proposal.  Wiese  concluded
his presentation at 2:56 p.m.
At  2:58  p.m.  Jessica  Sheridan,
Health  Department,  presented  her
FY2023/2024  budget  proposal.
Sheridan  concluded  her  presenta-
tion at 3:06 p.m.
Lance Granzow, Chair or Vice-Chair
Board of Supervisors
Jolene Pieters
Hardin County Auditor

Published in the Ackley World
Journal of February 15, 2023.
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At 2:03 p.m. Wes Wiese, Conserva-
tion,  presented  his  FY2023/2024
budget  proposal.  Wiese  concluded
his presentation at 2:56 p.m.
At  2:58  p.m.  Jessica  Sheridan,
Health  Department,  presented  her
FY2023/2024  budget  proposal.
Sheridan  concluded  her  presenta-
tion at 3:06 p.m.
Lance Granzow, Chair or Vice-Chair
Board of Supervisors
Jolene Pieters
Hardin County Auditor

Published in the Ackley World
Journal of February 15, 2023.

HARDIN COUNTY BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS

MINUTES  FEBRUARY 1, 2023
WEDNESDAY  11:00 A.M.
COURTHOUSE SMALL 
CONFERENCE ROOM

At  11:00 a.m. Lance Granzow and
Renee McClellan, Board of Supervi-
sors, held budget work sessions in
the  small  conference  room in  the
Hardin County Courthouse. 
At 11:12 p.m. Supervisors Granzow
and  McClellan  presented  their
FY2023/2024 budget  proposal.  Su-
pervisors concluded their  presenta-
tion at 1:00 p.m.
At 1:00 p.m. Dave Corcoran, Prop-
erty  Management,  presented  his
FY2023/2024 budget proposal. Cor-
coran concluded his presentation at
2:09 p.m.
At 2:10 p.m. Darrell  Meyer, County
Attorney,  presented  his
FY2023/2024 budget proposal. Mey-
er  concluded  his  presentation  at
2:24 p.m.
At  2:32  p.m.  Machel  Eichmeier,
County  Treasurer,  presented  her
FY2023/2024  budget  proposal.
Eichmeier  concluded  her  presenta-
tion at 3:00 p.m.
At 3:00 p.m. Jolene Pieters, County
Auditor, presented her FY2023/2024
budget proposal. Pieters concluded
her presentation at 3:35 p.m.
Lance  Granzow,  Chair  or  Vice-
ChairBoard of Supervisors
Jolene Pieters
Hardin County Auditor

Published in the Ackley World
Journal of February 15, 2023.

20. CARD OF
 THANKS

Legal Notices

HARDIN COUNTY BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS

MINUTES  JANUARY 30, 2023
MONDAY  9:00 A.M.

EOC TRAINING ROOM
The Hardin County Board of Super-
visors held their regular meeting at
9:00 AM on January 30, 2023, at the
EOC Training Room in Eldora, Iowa.
Board members in attendance were:
BJ  Hoffman,  Lance  Granzow,  Re-
nee McClellan.
McClellan moved and Hoffman sec-
onded to approve the agenda. Mo-
tion passed.
Hoffman moved and McClellan sec-
onded  to  approve  the  minutes  of
January 23, 2023. Motion passed.
McClellan moved and Hoffman sec-
onded  the  motion  to  approve  the
claims for payment for January 30,
2023. Motion passed.
Hoffman moved and McClellan sec-
onded  the  motion  to  approve  the
nine  Quit  Claim  Deeds  to  vacate
streets  and  alleys  in  Cleves.  Roll
Call  Vote:  Ayes  Granzow,  McClel-
lan,  Hoffman.  Nays  None.  Motion
passed.
Hoffman moved and McClellan sec-
onded the motion to approve the ap-
pointment of Jeremiah Andrews as a
business owner on the Condemna-
tion Board. Motion passed.
Hoffman moved and McClellan sec-
onded the motion to approve to give
Hardin County Economic Engineer-
ing $36,000.00  from the Economic
Development  LOST Funds.  Motion
passed.
Hoffman moved and McClellan sec-
onded the motion to approve Liberty
National Insurance coverage to cur-
rently enrolled employees, but not to
accept  new  employee  enrollments.
Motion passed.
Hoffman moved and McClellan sec-
onded the motion to approve receipt
of the Veterans Affairs quarterly re-
port. Motion passed.
McClellan moved and Hoffman sec-
onded the motion to approve the Au-
ditors Department change of  status
for Tanner Lascheid for  a wage in-
crease  for  his  1-year  anniversary.
Motion passed.
Hoffman moved and McClellan sec-
onded the motion to approve the Au-
ditors Department change of  status
for  Ashley  Klaffke  for  a  wage  in-
crease for her 6 month probationary
period. Motion passed.
McClellan moved and Hoffman sec-
onded the motion to approve the Au-
ditors Department change of  status
for Michelle Witt for a wage increase
due  to  added  responsibilities.  Mo-
tion passed.
Hoffman moved and McClellan sec-
onded  the motion to  approve Sec-
ondary Roads change of  status for
the resignation of Blake Jones. Mo-
tion passed.
McClellan moved and Hoffman sec-
onded  the  motion  to  approve  the
Sheriff  Departments change of sta-
tus  for  the  resignation  of  Robert
Blake. Motion passed.
McClellan moved and Hoffman sec-
onded the motion to adjourn. Motion
passed.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:37
a.m.
At 1:00 p.m. the BJ Hoffman, Lance
Granzow, and Renee McClellan as
the Board of  Supervisors held their
budget work  sessions in the court-
house small conference room. Matt
Jones, IT Department, presented his
FY2023/2024  budget  proposal.
Jones concluded his presentation at
1:15 p.m.
At 1:30 p.m. Deb Crosser, Economic
Development,  presented  her
FY2023/2024  budget  proposal.
Crosser concluded her presentation
at 2:07 p.m.
At 2:07 p.m. Janetta Buck, Veterans
Affairs, presented her FY2023/2024
budget  proposal.  Buck  concluded
her presentation at 2:28 p.m.
At 2:36 p.m. Lori Kadner, Recorder,
presented her FY2023/2024 budget
proposal.  Kadner  concluded  her
presentation at 3:16 p.m.
At 3:19 p.m. Sheriff Dave McDaniel
presented his FY2023/2024 budget
proposal for the Sheriff Department.
McDaniel  concluded  his  presenta-
tion at 3:42 p.m.
At 3:55 p.m. Linn Adams and Jodi
Hamilton,  General  Assistance,  pre-
sented  their  FY2023/2024  budget
proposal. They concluded their pre-
sentation at 4:17 p.m.
Lance Granzow, Chair or Vice-Chair
Board of Supervisors
Jolene Pieters
Hardin County Auditor

Published in the Ackley World
Journal of February 15, 2023.
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The family of Robert G.
Renken wishes to thank our
friends  and  relatives  for
their  support,  generosity,
expressions  of  sympathy,
for  sharing  in  Bob's  visita-
tion and funeral, for provid-
ing food,  for sending cards
and  messages  and  for
sending flowers and memo-
rial  gifts.  We  are  over-
whelmed by your kindness! 
Thank  you  to  Dr.  Francis
Pisney  and  his  nurses  for
their  care  and  compassion
from the beginning of Bob's
cancer journey until the end
and for all  the years in be-
tween.
Thank you to the Mayo Clin-
ic doctors,  nurses and staff
for their expertise and com-
passion shown over the last
two  years.  To  the  doctors
and nurses in radiation and
chemotherapy,  you  were
amazing  and  remarkable
each  and  every  time!  We
could not have asked for a
better  team to  rally  around
Bob  and  our  family  as  we
faced the difficult  diagnosis
of cancer.
Thank you to the Greenbelt
Home  Care  nurses  and
physical  therapists.  Bob al-
ways looked foward to a vis-
it from a very special nurse
and his physical  and occu-
pational  therapists.  Thank
you  for  your  kindness  and
enthusiam  in  keeping  Bob
as  physically  engaged  as
possible, for as long as pos-
sible.  You  were  all  excep-
tional! 
Thank  you  to  Care  Initia-
tives Hospice for bringing so
much  kindness,  comfort,
positivity  and  oustanding
care to Bob during your vis-
its.  We are sincerely grate-
ful  for  your  care  and com-
passion.  You truly  made a
difference!
A very special thank you to
Pat  Diemer  for  everything
she  has  done  for  us  over
the  past  two years  to  sup-
port us. Especially for taking
care  of  our  furbaby,  Bindi,
during our many, many trips
to Mayo Clinic in Rochester
for treatment. We can never
thank  her  enough  for  her
wonderful care of Bindi and
us.  It  was  so  important  to
us!  Thank  you  for  being
there with us at the end. It
meant so much!  
Thank you to the Iowa Army
National  Guard  Honor
Guard  pallbearers,  the  rifle
squad for providing the gun
salute and to the trumpeter
who  performed  taps.  We
are humbled by your exper-
tise,  devotion  and  commit-
ment!
Thank  you  to  Travis  and
Toni  Woodley  at  Counsell
Woodley  Funeral  Home for
the  care  and  compassion
shown our family and for ar-
ranging  a  beautiful  service
and interment for Bob. You
did exemplary work and we
appreciate  everything  that
was done!
Thank  you to  Pastor  Erling
Shultz  for  providing  peace
and  comfort  to  us  and  for
officiating  a  beautiful  and
meaningful service for Bob.
Thank you so much for your
time and dedication!  
Thank  you  to  Barb  Shultz
for playing each song selec-
tion  so  beautifully.  You are
such a talented pianist! 
Thank  you  to  Katie  Brown
for  singing  each  song  we
selected  with such emotion
and connection. Thank you,
Katie,  for  your  grace  and
courage  to  continue  on
when  technology  suddenly
interrupted your music. Your
a capella was amazing! You
have such a naturally beau-
tiful and stunning voice! You
touched our hearts!  
Thank you to all  the ladies
at the First United Methodist
church  who  prepared  and
served  the  food  and  drink
refreshments  at  the  lun-
cheon. You are all so gener-
ous with your time!
To  anyone  who  may  have
shown us your kindness and
compassion in any way, we
thank  you! We are grateful
to  all  of  you  for  your  sup-
port!
Marcia Renken
Rachelle and Ed Dolan
Robyn and Scott Jackson
Robert  "Bud"  and  Angela
Renken
Brittany Jackson
Trevor,  Aubrie,  Avrie  and
Leon Jackson
Robert "Gabe" Renken

RENKEN:

 REGULAR MEETING
February 8, 2023

ACKLEY CITY COUNCIL met in reg-
ular session February 8, 2023 in the
Ackley Council Chambers with May-
or  Pro  Tem Judy Crawford presid-
ing.  The meeting was called to or-
der  at 7:00 pm.  Council  members
present:  Mike  Abbas,  Judy  Craw-
ford, Dan Scallon, Chuy Flores, and
Joe  Wessels.  Quorum  present.
Scallon moved, Abbas seconded to
approve the February 8, 2023 agen-
da,  as  listed.  Ayes-all.  Motion  car-
ried. 
Abbas moved, Scallon seconded, to
approve  the  Consent  Agenda  by
one  motion:  a)  January  11,  2023
Regular  Minutes,  January  25  and
January  31,  2023  Special  Minutes
as written.  b) Bills approval, as list-
ed.   c)  Place Reports on file:  Jan-
uary  2023  Clerk  Bank  Reconcilia-
tion/Cash Report/Treasurer; January
2023  Clerk  Budget;  January  2023
Deputy Clerk Utility Billing Reconcili-
ation;  January  2023  Ambulance;
January 2023 Fire; December 2022
PeopleService;  January  2023  Ack-
ley  Development  Commission.
Ayes-all. Motion carried.  
Clerk  Dennis  updated  Council  on
the AVAS/Eldora EMS financial sub-
committee  meeting  and  their  pro-
posal  for  the  financials  going  for-
ward with the merger. Subcommittee
has  broken  the  merger  into  two
Phases. AVAS is not equipped with
sleep quarters so this phased finan-
cial  merger  allows the  City  to  set
that  up before  Eldora  can  provide
full  time staff  at  the  AVAS station.
Eldora  will  be  answering  all  calls
and will be covering the area during
all  phases of  the  merger.  Wessels
shared  concerns  with  not  having
24/7 paramedic  coverage. Wessels
shared thoughts on renting an apart-
ment for  the crew to sleep in until
the  City  has  decided  what  to  do
about  the  building  situation.  Wes-
sels inquired to Crawford if the Am-
bulance  President  has  approached
Iowa  Falls  EMS or  the  Iowa  Falls
Council.  Crawford  responded  that
yes,  Frazier  had spoken to C. Lar-
son but not the Iowa Falls Council.
L.  Schumacher  voiced  concerns
about  the  merger.  Flores  shared
concerns with all the different ideas
about the shed and the amount of
times  Frazier  has  changed  the
plans.  Dennis informed council  that
Frazier stated she was available to
be on the phone for this topic if they
would like Frazier to join. Dennis in-
formed council  where the funds are
standing  with  the  2020GO  Bond.
Scallon moved, Crawford seconded
to approve the financial subcommit-
tees proposal and move forward to
the  next  step.  Ayes-3.  Nays-Wes-
sels  and  Flores.  Motion  carried.
Wessels  inquired  to  clerk  if  there
was a conflict of interest with Abbas
voting yes and being on the ambu-
lance board of  trustees.  Dennis in-
formed Wessels she did not believe
so as  there  was  no  personal  gain
one way or the other with his  vote
and reminded Wessels its no differ-
ent  than  3  firemen  being  on  the
council and voting for anything relat-
ed to the fire department. 
Dennis informed Council  of the op-
tions of Draft 1 or Draft 2 of the pro-
posed FY24 budget. The difference
between  the  two  was  draft  1  had
wish list  cuts and draft  2 had addi-
tional department heads cut, know-
ing that the revenue was being de-
creased  due  to  the  legislature
change, Dennis believed it would be
beneficial to do those cuts now. K.
Meyer asked Dennis if the revenue
didnt decrease by the amount of the
expense  cuts,  if  the  departments
could get those funds back, Dennis
informed him, yes, a budget amend-
ment would need to be done but it
was  possible.  Scallon  moved,  Ab-
bas seconded to approve FY24 Pro-
posed Budget Draft 2.  Ayes-all. Mo-
tion carried. 
Abbas moved, Wessels seconded to
set public hearing for the adoption of
FY24  Proposed  Budget  Draft  2  to
March 8, 2023 at 7 pm to be held in
the Ackley Council Chambers. Ayes-
all. Motion carried. 
Abbas  moved, Flores  seconded  to
approve  Beer/Liquor  License  for
Grumpys Bar.  Ayes-4.  Dan Scallon
recused himself  by abstaining.  Mo-
tion carried. 
Wessels moved, Abbas seconded to
approve  Beer/Liquor  License  for
American Legion Post #252 pending
dram shop insurance. Ayes-All. Mo-
tion carried. 
Resolution 23-07 Authorizing Mayor
to  sign  PeopleService  Agreement
Addendum was tabled due to Wes-
sels requesting Abbas to seek other
options  for  water/sewer  services.
Wessels concerned with amount of
funds paid to PeopleService month-
ly. 
Abbas moved, Scallon seconded to
pass Resolution No. 23-08 Authoriz-
ing Transfer of Park Reserve funds
to General Fund to pay for tire swing
replacement.   Roll  call  vote: Ayes-
Scallon,  Flores,  Abbas,  Crawford.
Nays-Wessels Motion carried.
Dennis informed council due to hav-
ing  extra  heavy  cleaning,  CITs  in-
voice was higher than their original
quote.  Abbas  moved,  Flores  sec-
onded  to  approve  payment to  CIT
Sewer  Solutions  in  the  amount  of
$6,703  for  the  NW Quadrant  sani-
tary  sewer  cleaning.  Ayes-all.  Mo-
tion carried. 
D. Moore, CGA, updated council on
Sanitary  Sewer  Phase  II  project.
Moore  suggested  contacting  Mi-
dAmerican  Energy  to  see  if  they
would be willing to give the City  a
lower rate for the electricity that the
Sager system will be using.  Sludge
is  staying  on site for  the eq  basin
project. No updates on Splash pad
nor N. Butler St projects.  
Chief  Frick requested the purchase
of an infrared drone. Meyer inquired
as to if one needed to be licensed to
fly the drone. Abbas inquired as to if
a  FAA  license  would  be  needed.
Council would like to see Frick apply
for  a grant for that  purchase. Sub-
ject tabled.   
K.  Meyer,  public  works,  requested
permission to replace a few of  the
Christmas  banners  rather  than  or-
dering a Christmas Wreath this year.
Meyer informed council the banners
were looking a little rough. Council
approved  the  go  ahead.  Public
Works has done some work on the
small slide for the pool. 
Clerk  Dennis  updated  council  on
clerk  vacation  days,  EMC  sugges-
tions for City Hall, City Hall would be
closed a few hours on the 13th for
an estate hearing that needs attend-
ed  to,  the  UTV draft  ordinance  is
done  and  will  be  presented  next
month, and wanted to thank depart-
ment heads for all the hard work  put
in on the budget. 
Public comment from Justin Bartling
regarding the AVAS merger and ser-
vices.  Brendan  Chaney  addressed
council  on  concerns  about  the
AVAS merger and the lack of crews
that Eldora EMS has and how Eldo-
ra plans to cover Ackley. 
Wessels moved, Flores seconded to
adjourn at 8:28 pm. Ayes-all. Motion
carried.
Michael Nuss, Mayor 
ATTEST:Malena Dennis, City Clerk
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ACKLEY CITY COUNCIL met in reg-
ular session February 8, 2023 in the
Ackley Council Chambers with May-
or  Pro  Tem Judy Crawford presid-
ing.  The meeting was called to or-
der  at 7:00 pm.  Council  members
present:  Mike  Abbas,  Judy  Craw-
ford, Dan Scallon, Chuy Flores, and
Joe  Wessels.  Quorum  present.
Scallon moved, Abbas seconded to
approve the February 8, 2023 agen-
da,  as  listed.  Ayes-all.  Motion  car-
ried. 
Abbas moved, Scallon seconded, to
approve  the  Consent  Agenda  by
one  motion:  a)  January  11,  2023
Regular  Minutes,  January  25  and
January  31,  2023  Special  Minutes
as written.  b) Bills approval, as list-
ed.   c)  Place Reports on file:  Jan-
uary  2023  Clerk  Bank  Reconcilia-
tion/Cash Report/Treasurer; January
2023  Clerk  Budget;  January  2023
Deputy Clerk Utility Billing Reconcili-
ation;  January  2023  Ambulance;
January 2023 Fire; December 2022
PeopleService;  January  2023  Ack-
ley  Development  Commission.
Ayes-all. Motion carried.  
Clerk  Dennis  updated  Council  on
the AVAS/Eldora EMS financial sub-
committee  meeting  and  their  pro-
posal  for  the  financials  going  for-
ward with the merger. Subcommittee
has  broken  the  merger  into  two
Phases. AVAS is not equipped with
sleep quarters so this phased finan-
cial  merger  allows the  City  to  set
that  up before  Eldora  can  provide
full  time staff  at  the  AVAS station.
Eldora  will  be  answering  all  calls
and will be covering the area during
all  phases of  the  merger.  Wessels
shared  concerns  with  not  having
24/7 paramedic  coverage. Wessels
shared thoughts on renting an apart-
ment for  the crew to sleep in until
the  City  has  decided  what  to  do
about  the  building  situation.  Wes-
sels inquired to Crawford if the Am-
bulance  President  has  approached
Iowa  Falls  EMS or  the  Iowa  Falls
Council.  Crawford  responded  that
yes,  Frazier  had spoken to C. Lar-
son but not the Iowa Falls Council.
L.  Schumacher  voiced  concerns
about  the  merger.  Flores  shared
concerns with all the different ideas
about the shed and the amount of
times  Frazier  has  changed  the
plans.  Dennis informed council  that
Frazier stated she was available to
be on the phone for this topic if they
would like Frazier to join. Dennis in-
formed council  where the funds are
standing  with  the  2020GO  Bond.
Scallon moved, Crawford seconded
to approve the financial subcommit-
tees proposal and move forward to
the  next  step.  Ayes-3.  Nays-Wes-
sels  and  Flores.  Motion  carried.
Wessels  inquired  to  clerk  if  there
was a conflict of interest with Abbas
voting yes and being on the ambu-
lance board of  trustees.  Dennis in-
formed Wessels she did not believe
so as  there  was  no  personal  gain
one way or the other with his  vote
and reminded Wessels its no differ-
ent  than  3  firemen  being  on  the
council and voting for anything relat-
ed to the fire department. 
Dennis informed Council  of the op-
tions of Draft 1 or Draft 2 of the pro-
posed FY24 budget. The difference
between  the  two  was  draft  1  had
wish list  cuts and draft  2 had addi-
tional department heads cut, know-
ing that the revenue was being de-
creased  due  to  the  legislature
change, Dennis believed it would be
beneficial to do those cuts now. K.
Meyer asked Dennis if the revenue
didnt decrease by the amount of the
expense  cuts,  if  the  departments
could get those funds back, Dennis
informed him, yes, a budget amend-
ment would need to be done but it
was  possible.  Scallon  moved,  Ab-
bas seconded to approve FY24 Pro-
posed Budget Draft 2.  Ayes-all. Mo-
tion carried. 
Abbas moved, Wessels seconded to
set public hearing for the adoption of
FY24  Proposed  Budget  Draft  2  to
March 8, 2023 at 7 pm to be held in
the Ackley Council Chambers. Ayes-
all. Motion carried. 
Abbas  moved, Flores  seconded  to
approve  Beer/Liquor  License  for
Grumpys Bar.  Ayes-4.  Dan Scallon
recused himself  by abstaining.  Mo-
tion carried. 
Wessels moved, Abbas seconded to
approve  Beer/Liquor  License  for
American Legion Post #252 pending
dram shop insurance. Ayes-All. Mo-
tion carried. 
Resolution 23-07 Authorizing Mayor
to  sign  PeopleService  Agreement
Addendum was tabled due to Wes-
sels requesting Abbas to seek other
options  for  water/sewer  services.
Wessels concerned with amount of
funds paid to PeopleService month-
ly. 
Abbas moved, Scallon seconded to
pass Resolution No. 23-08 Authoriz-
ing Transfer of Park Reserve funds
to General Fund to pay for tire swing
replacement.   Roll  call  vote: Ayes-
Scallon,  Flores,  Abbas,  Crawford.
Nays-Wessels Motion carried.
Dennis informed council due to hav-
ing  extra  heavy  cleaning,  CITs  in-
voice was higher than their original
quote.  Abbas  moved,  Flores  sec-
onded  to  approve  payment to  CIT
Sewer  Solutions  in  the  amount  of
$6,703  for  the  NW Quadrant  sani-
tary  sewer  cleaning.  Ayes-all.  Mo-
tion carried. 
D. Moore, CGA, updated council on
Sanitary  Sewer  Phase  II  project.
Moore  suggested  contacting  Mi-
dAmerican  Energy  to  see  if  they
would be willing to give the City  a
lower rate for the electricity that the
Sager system will be using.  Sludge
is  staying  on site for  the eq  basin
project. No updates on Splash pad
nor N. Butler St projects.  
Chief  Frick requested the purchase
of an infrared drone. Meyer inquired
as to if one needed to be licensed to
fly the drone. Abbas inquired as to if
a  FAA  license  would  be  needed.
Council would like to see Frick apply
for  a grant for that  purchase. Sub-
ject tabled.   
K.  Meyer,  public  works,  requested
permission to replace a few of  the
Christmas  banners  rather  than  or-
dering a Christmas Wreath this year.
Meyer informed council the banners
were looking a little rough. Council
approved  the  go  ahead.  Public
Works has done some work on the
small slide for the pool. 
Clerk  Dennis  updated  council  on
clerk  vacation  days,  EMC  sugges-
tions for City Hall, City Hall would be
closed a few hours on the 13th for
an estate hearing that needs attend-
ed  to,  the  UTV draft  ordinance  is
done  and  will  be  presented  next
month, and wanted to thank depart-
ment heads for all the hard work  put
in on the budget. 
Public comment from Justin Bartling
regarding the AVAS merger and ser-
vices.  Brendan  Chaney  addressed
council  on  concerns  about  the
AVAS merger and the lack of crews
that Eldora EMS has and how Eldo-
ra plans to cover Ackley. 
Wessels moved, Flores seconded to
adjourn at 8:28 pm. Ayes-all. Motion
carried.
Michael Nuss, Mayor 
ATTEST:Malena Dennis, City Clerk
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APY*

12-month CD

4.65%
$1,000 MIN. BALANCE

Smart Savers Save with Veridian

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. APY is accurate as of 1/30/2023 and is subject to change. Interest on CDs is compounded quarterly. APY is subject to change after account is 
opened. Interest rate locked when account is opened except for bump-up CDs, which can be converted to a higher rate once during their terms. Penalty may be imposed for early 
withdrawal, and fees could reduce earnings on account. Other rates and terms available. Withdrawal of earnings could reduce APY. Membership required to open a CD and is
subject to qualifications and a minimum $5 share deposit. Federally insured by NCUA.

Open a CD today.
veridiancu.org/CD

Legal Notices

IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT
FOR FRANKLIN COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF RONALD L. BRANDT, 

Deceased.
PROBATE NO. ESPR501841
NOTICE OF PROBATE OF WILL,
APPOINTMENT OF EXECUTOR
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To all persons interested in the Es-
tate of Ronald L. Brandt, deceased,
who died on or about January  13,
2023:
You are hereby notified that  on the
26th day of January, 2023, the Last
Will  and  Testament  of  Ronald  L.
Brandt, deceased, bearing the date
of December 19, 2017, was admit-
ted to probate in the above-named
court  and  that  Jane  M.  Lindaman
was appointed Executor  of  the  es-
tate. Any action to set aside the Will
must be brought in the District Court
of said county within the later to oc-
cur of four months from the date of
the second publication of this Notice
or one month from the date of mail-
ing  of  this  Notice  to  the  surviving
spouse and all heirs of the decedent
and devisees under the Will  whose
identities are  reasonably  ascertain-
able, or thereafter be forever barred.
Notice is  further  given that  all  per-
sons indebted to the estate are re-
quested  to  make  immediate  pay-
ment to the undersigned, and credi-
tors having claims against the estate
shall  file them with the Clerk of the
above-named District Court, as pro-
vided by law, duly authenticated, for
allowance,  and  unless  so  filed  by
the  later  to  occur  of  four  months
from the second publication of  this
Notice or one month from the date
of mailing of this Notice (unless oth-
erwise  allowed  or  paid)  a claim is
thereafter forever barred.
Dated  this  30th  day  of  January,
2023.
Jane M. Lindaman
Executor of the Estate
1747 Thrush Drive
Waterloo, IA 50701
RICHARD  E.  BORDWELL  LAW,
PLC
BY: Richard E. Bordwell
Attorney for Executor
120 Central Avenue West, P.O. Box
73                  
Clarion, IA  50525
Date of Second Publication
15th day of February, 2023 

Published in the Ackley World
Journal of February 8 and 15,

2023.

 REGULAR MEETING
February 8, 2023

ACKLEY CITY COUNCIL met in reg-
ular session February 8, 2023 in the
Ackley Council Chambers with May-
or  Pro  Tem Judy Crawford presid-
ing.  The meeting was called to or-
der  at 7:00 pm.  Council  members
present:  Mike  Abbas,  Judy  Craw-
ford, Dan Scallon, Chuy Flores, and
Joe  Wessels.  Quorum  present.
Scallon moved, Abbas seconded to
approve the February 8, 2023 agen-
da,  as  listed.  Ayes-all.  Motion  car-
ried. 
Abbas moved, Scallon seconded, to
approve  the  Consent  Agenda  by
one  motion:  a)  January  11,  2023
Regular  Minutes,  January  25  and
January  31,  2023  Special  Minutes
as written.  b) Bills approval, as list-
ed.   c)  Place Reports on file:  Jan-
uary  2023  Clerk  Bank  Reconcilia-
tion/Cash Report/Treasurer; January
2023  Clerk  Budget;  January  2023
Deputy Clerk Utility Billing Reconcili-
ation;  January  2023  Ambulance;
January 2023 Fire; December 2022
PeopleService;  January  2023  Ack-
ley  Development  Commission.
Ayes-all. Motion carried.  
Clerk  Dennis  updated  Council  on
the AVAS/Eldora EMS financial sub-
committee  meeting  and  their  pro-
posal  for  the  financials  going  for-
ward with the merger. Subcommittee
has  broken  the  merger  into  two
Phases. AVAS is not equipped with
sleep quarters so this phased finan-
cial  merger  allows the  City  to  set
that  up before  Eldora  can  provide
full  time staff  at  the  AVAS station.
Eldora  will  be  answering  all  calls
and will be covering the area during
all  phases of  the  merger.  Wessels
shared  concerns  with  not  having
24/7 paramedic  coverage. Wessels
shared thoughts on renting an apart-
ment for  the crew to sleep in until
the  City  has  decided  what  to  do
about  the  building  situation.  Wes-
sels inquired to Crawford if the Am-
bulance  President  has  approached
Iowa  Falls  EMS or  the  Iowa  Falls
Council.  Crawford  responded  that
yes,  Frazier  had spoken to C. Lar-
son but not the Iowa Falls Council.
L.  Schumacher  voiced  concerns
about  the  merger.  Flores  shared
concerns with all the different ideas
about the shed and the amount of
times  Frazier  has  changed  the
plans.  Dennis informed council  that
Frazier stated she was available to
be on the phone for this topic if they
would like Frazier to join. Dennis in-
formed council  where the funds are
standing  with  the  2020GO  Bond.
Scallon moved, Crawford seconded
to approve the financial subcommit-
tees proposal and move forward to
the  next  step.  Ayes-3.  Nays-Wes-
sels  and  Flores.  Motion  carried.
Wessels  inquired  to  clerk  if  there
was a conflict of interest with Abbas
voting yes and being on the ambu-
lance board of  trustees.  Dennis in-
formed Wessels she did not believe
so as  there  was  no  personal  gain
one way or the other with his  vote
and reminded Wessels its no differ-
ent  than  3  firemen  being  on  the
council and voting for anything relat-
ed to the fire department. 
Dennis informed Council  of the op-
tions of Draft 1 or Draft 2 of the pro-
posed FY24 budget. The difference
between  the  two  was  draft  1  had
wish list  cuts and draft  2 had addi-
tional department heads cut, know-
ing that the revenue was being de-
creased  due  to  the  legislature
change, Dennis believed it would be
beneficial to do those cuts now. K.
Meyer asked Dennis if the revenue
didnt decrease by the amount of the
expense  cuts,  if  the  departments
could get those funds back, Dennis
informed him, yes, a budget amend-
ment would need to be done but it
was  possible.  Scallon  moved,  Ab-
bas seconded to approve FY24 Pro-
posed Budget Draft 2.  Ayes-all. Mo-
tion carried. 
Abbas moved, Wessels seconded to
set public hearing for the adoption of
FY24  Proposed  Budget  Draft  2  to
March 8, 2023 at 7 pm to be held in
the Ackley Council Chambers. Ayes-
all. Motion carried. 
Abbas  moved, Flores  seconded  to
approve  Beer/Liquor  License  for
Grumpys Bar.  Ayes-4.  Dan Scallon
recused himself  by abstaining.  Mo-
tion carried. 
Wessels moved, Abbas seconded to
approve  Beer/Liquor  License  for
American Legion Post #252 pending
dram shop insurance. Ayes-All. Mo-
tion carried. 
Resolution 23-07 Authorizing Mayor
to  sign  PeopleService  Agreement
Addendum was tabled due to Wes-
sels requesting Abbas to seek other
options  for  water/sewer  services.
Wessels concerned with amount of
funds paid to PeopleService month-
ly. 
Abbas moved, Scallon seconded to
pass Resolution No. 23-08 Authoriz-
ing Transfer of Park Reserve funds
to General Fund to pay for tire swing
replacement.   Roll  call  vote: Ayes-
Scallon,  Flores,  Abbas,  Crawford.
Nays-Wessels Motion carried.
Dennis informed council due to hav-
ing  extra  heavy  cleaning,  CITs  in-
voice was higher than their original
quote.  Abbas  moved,  Flores  sec-
onded  to  approve  payment to  CIT
Sewer  Solutions  in  the  amount  of
$6,703  for  the  NW Quadrant  sani-
tary  sewer  cleaning.  Ayes-all.  Mo-
tion carried. 
D. Moore, CGA, updated council on
Sanitary  Sewer  Phase  II  project.
Moore  suggested  contacting  Mi-
dAmerican  Energy  to  see  if  they
would be willing to give the City  a
lower rate for the electricity that the
Sager system will be using.  Sludge
is  staying  on site for  the eq  basin
project. No updates on Splash pad
nor N. Butler St projects.  
Chief  Frick requested the purchase
of an infrared drone. Meyer inquired
as to if one needed to be licensed to
fly the drone. Abbas inquired as to if
a  FAA  license  would  be  needed.
Council would like to see Frick apply
for  a grant for that  purchase. Sub-
ject tabled.   
K.  Meyer,  public  works,  requested
permission to replace a few of  the
Christmas  banners  rather  than  or-
dering a Christmas Wreath this year.
Meyer informed council the banners
were looking a little rough. Council
approved  the  go  ahead.  Public
Works has done some work on the
small slide for the pool. 
Clerk  Dennis  updated  council  on
clerk  vacation  days,  EMC  sugges-
tions for City Hall, City Hall would be
closed a few hours on the 13th for
an estate hearing that needs attend-
ed  to,  the  UTV draft  ordinance  is
done  and  will  be  presented  next
month, and wanted to thank depart-
ment heads for all the hard work  put
in on the budget. 
Public comment from Justin Bartling
regarding the AVAS merger and ser-
vices.  Brendan  Chaney  addressed
council  on  concerns  about  the
AVAS merger and the lack of crews
that Eldora EMS has and how Eldo-
ra plans to cover Ackley. 
Wessels moved, Flores seconded to
adjourn at 8:28 pm. Ayes-all. Motion
carried.
Michael Nuss, Mayor 
ATTEST:Malena Dennis, City Clerk
ACCESS SYSTEMS
TECHNICAL  SUPPORT/BACKUP

592.80
ACKLEY  CHAMBER  OF  COM-
MERC
TECHNICAL  SUPPORT/BACKUP

100.00
ACKLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY
REIMBURSE  PETTY
CASH/STAMPS 83.32
AIRGAS NORTH CENTRAL
CYLINDER RENTAL 349.89
BLACK HILLS/IOWA GAS UTIL
UTILITIES-GAS 4838.27
BOOK LOOK
BOOKS 557.70
BROWN SUPPLY CO. INC.
4 GUTTER BUMPER GUARDS

320.00
CAPITAL ONE
LIGHT BULB/DISHSOAP/ENVELOP

15.12
CARDMEMBER SERVICE EUREKA
VACUUM/WHEN
WORK/POST/FLASHLIGHT

439.82
CARSTENS PLUMBING & HEATI
FURNANCE FAN MOTOR 496.91
CENTRAL IOWA TELEVISING
CLEANING/TELEVISE 
IND DR/SHERM 6703.00
CENTURYLINK
PHONES/FAX 377.52
CGA
SAN SEWR PHASE II/EQ BASIN   

13354.20
CLEAR THE CHAOS CLEANING
1/25/23 CLEANING 150.00
CLEMONS, MARJEAN
FRANKLIN  CO  SUPERVISORS
MTG 27.51
DENNIS, MALENA
MILEAGE/SPC MTG/ELDORA EMS

20.70
DEPOSIT REFUNDS
REFUND DATE 01/25/2023 2.90
DOLLAR GENERAL
LAUNDRY
SOAP/BLEACH/SHOUT/PERO

80.85
EBS
HEALTH INSURANC 6368.75
FEDERAL W/H
FED/FICA TAX 7080.04
FOLLETT SCHOOL SOLUTIONS
1 YR SERVICE RENEWAL 980.10
FOOD NETWORK MAGAZINE
1 YEAR MAGAZINE 29.97
FORGY ELECTRIC
FIRE DEPT OUTLETS              

189.56
FRICK, GERALD
REIMURSE CASEYS FUEL 
RECEIPT 20.00
HARDIN COUNTY OFFICE SUPP
CORRECTION TAPE 7.95
HARDIN COUNTY SHERIFF
CONTRACT LAW ENFORCEMENT

3144.90
HARDIN COUNTY SOLID WASTE
JANUARY LANDFILL FEES

1432.75
HARDIN COUNTY TREASURER
LIEN CERT/TRIMBLE/GARCIA

10.00
HEART OF IOWA
847-2222 COMMUNICATIONS

61.60
HGTV MAGAZINE
MAGAZINE-8 ISSUES 15.00
IMFOA
FINANCE  CERTIFICATION/DUES-
DENNIS 175.00
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES
BOOKS/SHIPPING 820.07
INNOVATIVE AG SERVICES CO
GAS/DIESEL 1943.05
IPERS
IPERS - PROTECT 4917.19
JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL
PUZZLES/WOODEN TOYSET

34.74
M&G TIRE SERVICE
42-325 BATTERY INSTALLATION

97.19
MEDIACOM
PHONE/FAX/INTERNET 174.88
MIDAMERICAN  ENERGY  COM-
PANELECTRIC 6272.15
MIRACLE RECREATION EQUIP
TIRE SWING 486.54
NAPA AUTO PARTS
BATTERY/FILTERS/HOSES/
FITTINGS             1056.96
NORTHLAND SECURITIES
SRF LOAN-SANT SEWER IMP PH
2 4000.00
NUCARA PHARMACY
EPI PEN-2 JUNIORS 300.00
P.C.C.
AMBULANCE BILLING FEES

728.00
PAYROLL CHECKS
TOTAL PAYROLL CHECKS

28488.48
PEOPLESERVICE INC.
WATER/WASTEWATER SERVICE

15437.00
PITNEY BOWES INC.
POSTAGE MACHINE INK 
CARTRIDGE 132.78
POSTMASTER
UTILITY BILL POSTAGE 320.00
REGION 6 PLANNING COMMISS
CDBG GENERAL ADMIN 
SERVICES/605 MAIN ST     

2761.50
SALES TAX/LOST
SALES TAX PAYMENT 604.80
SANDRY FIRE SUPPLY LLC
GAS POWERED FANS-2 5597.74
SCHOLTE, THERESA
CPR RECERTIFICATIONS-6 
MEMBERS 360.00
SEQUEL ARCHITECTURE, PLC
605 MAIN ST - FACADE GRANT

120.00
SHAEFFER, IRENE
DOS 7/29/22 ACK-220729-1741:1

109.30
SHIELD PEST CONTROL
MONTHLY SERVICES 30.00
STATE WITHHOLDING
STATE TAXES 835.10
TIMES-CITIZEN CO.
PROPERTY  LEVY/MINUTES/PD
NOTICE                    591.46
USDA RF
MONTHLY PAYMENT 1151.00
VERIZON
1 CELL/1 JETPACK/INTERNET

265.28
WATER EXCISE TAX
WATER EXCISE TAX PAYMENT

2012.12
WOLFCOM ENTERPRISES
INCAR
CAM/BODYCAM/MONITR/STORA

8273.98
CLAIMS TOTAL 135947.44
EXPENSES BY FUND
GENERAL FUND 66169.37
AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN FUND

738.00
LIBRARY RESERVE FUND 1135.37
ROAD USE TAX FUND 15029.20
WATER FUND 13105.21
SEWER FUND 16962.16
CAP  SEWER  IMPROVEMENTS
FUND 16616.20
GARBAGE FUND 5680.18
STORM WATER FUND 511.75
TOTAL 135947.44
REVENUE
GENERAL 55830.31
LIBRARY RESERVE TOTAL 280.00
FIRE TRUCK/EQUIP 4239.93
AMBULANCE  RIG/EQUIP  RESER
TOTA 0.01
ROAD USE TAX 15836.64
EMPLOYEE BENEFIT TOTAL

878.84
EMERGENCY FUND 68.91
LOST TOTAL 17857.11
LOST - DEBT SERVICE TOTAL

4464.27
TIF 3077.31
DEBT SERVICE TOTAL 1800.89
CAPITAL PROJECTS - LOST 
TOTAL 4464.27
WATER 36946.64
WATER DEPOSITS 1075.00
SEWER TOTAL 53873.90
SEWER - SINKING 16328.34
SEWER - RESERVES 27880.69
GARBAGE 12620.53
STORM SEWER 14454.34
TOTAL 271977.93

Published in the Ackley World
Journal of February 15, 2023.

Vendor Publication Report
Hardin County

Payment Date Range: 02/06/2023 -
02/06/23

Ackley  Publishing  Co.  Inc-490.09,
Ahlers & Cooney-P.C.-1,931.00,  Al-
liant  Energy-3,711.27,  Black  Hawk
County  Sheriff-37.05,  Calhoun
Burns and Associates Inc-8,193.30,
Campbell Supply Co-325.34, Cintas-
Chicago-195.91,  City  of  Ackley-
119.93, City of Hubbard-62.32, City
of  New Providence-28.88,  Conver-
geOne, Inc-9,112.56, Cooley Pump-
ing LLC-170.00, Creps & Abels Fu-
neral Home Inc-1,300.00, Culligan -
IA  Falls-19.50,  Dave  Smith-40.00,
Dennis  Kramer,  Landlord-250.00,
Eldora  Hardware-16.44, Eric  Euge-
nio-342.50,  Fast  Lane  Motor  Parts
LLC-126.00,  Franklin  Co  Auditor-
795.17,  GATR  Truck  Center
-1,324.94,  Grundy  Co.  Memorial
Hospital-741.00,  Hardin  Co  Tire  &
Service  Inc-149.65,  IDALS-State
Apiary  Program-  16.77,   Interstate
Batteries-385.90, Iowa Communities
Assur.  Pool-4,992.00,  Iowa  County
Recorders  Association-  200.00,
Iowa  One  Call-3.60,  Iowa  Public
Health Association-325.00, Iowa Re-
gional  Utilities  Assoc.-Newton-
159.68,  ISAC-210.00,  Janetta  L.
Miller-Buck-139.38,  Jasper  Con-
struction  Services,  Inc.-12,260.80,
Jon  and  Mariah  Schurman-250.00,
Kit Paper-244.78, Knight Sanitation-
257.00,  Lawson  Products  Inc-
132.00,  Mail  Services  LLC-585.94,
Marla Kay Williams-322.50, Marshall
Co Auditor-350.00, McKesson Medi-
cal Surgical-861.78, Murphy Tractor
& Equipment Co., Inc -602.51, Next
Level Building Supply-5.00, O'Hallo-
ran International Inc.-113.21, O'Reil-
ly Auto Parts Inc              -549.20,
Racom  Corporation-4,936.00,  RC
Systems-  Waterloo Office-2,075.84,
Renee  L  McClellan-210.02,  Rex
Lawler-40.00,  Roto  Rooter-180.00,
SHI  International  Corp-6,829.00,
Shield  Pest  Control  LLC-45.00,
Speck  Electric-346.57,  State  Hy-
gienic  Laboratory-61.00,  Storey
Kenworthy-297.96, Story City Radia-
tor  Repair  LLC-1,357.68,  Summit
Food Service  LLC-4,837.64,  Times
Citizen-269.28,  U.S.  Cellular-
525.11,  Van  Wall  Equipment,  Inc.-
4,333.60,  Verizon  Wireless-
2,718.47,  Verlyn  Mensing-280.00,
Viking Maintenance-1,972.80, VISA-
4,591.27, Walmart Community/Capi-
tal  One-167.17,  William J  Hoffman
-161.88,  Windstream  Communica-
tions  /  CABS-212.89,  Xerox  Finan-
cial  Services-3,840.06,  Zach  Gray
-200.00,  Ziegler  Incorporated-
620.76 
Grand Total: 93,559.9

Published in the Ackley World
Journal of February 15, 2023.

NOTICE
TO: TO ALL PERSONS 
REGARDING DARLENE

RICHTSMEIER, DECEASED, WHO
DIED 

ON OR ABOUT DECEMBER 27,
2022.

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that
James A. Richtsmeier is the Trustee
of  the  Richtsmeier  Family  Revoca-
ble  Trust  Under  Agreement  Dated
September 5, 2018. At this time, no
probate  administration  is  contem-
plated with regard to the above ref-
erenced decedents estate. 
Any action to contest the validity of
the trust must be brought in the Dis-
trict  Court  of  Hardin County,  Iowa,
within four (4) months from the date
of second publication of this notice.
Any claim not filed within this period
shall be forever barred.
Notice is  further  given that  all  per-
sons  or  entities  indebted  to  the
decedent or to the trust are request-
ed  to  make  immediate payment to
the undersigned Trustee. 
Notice is further given that any per-
son  or  entity  possession  a  claim
against the trust must mail  proof of
the claim to the Trustee at the ad-
dress listed below via certified mail,
return receipt requested, within four
(4) months from the date of the sec-
ond publication of this notice, or the 
claim shall be forever barred, unless
paid or otherwise satisfied.
Dated: February 6, 2023
RICHTSMEIER  FAMILY  REVOCA-
BLE TRUST 
UNDER  AGREEMENT  DATED
SEPTEMBER 5, 2018
James A. Richtsmeier, Trustee
By: Taylor Nederhoff
Stockdale Law, PLC
412 Washington Avenue
Iowa Falls, Iowa 50126

Published in the Ackley World
Journal of February 15 and 22,

2023.

We’re Hiring!

Iowa Falls State Bank is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

To Apply Send Application and resume to:
Barbara Heitland, 

Iowa Falls State Bank PO Box 129, 
Iowa Falls, IA 50126 

or bheitland@ifsbank.com.

Part-Time
Client Associate (Teller)
Iowa Falls State Bank has an opening for an afternoon/
every other Saturday, part-time Client Associate (Teller), 
with opportunity for growth. If you have great interpersonal 
and customer service skills, enjoy building relationships with 
customers, Iowa Falls State Bank has a position for you. The 
successful candidate will be responsible for assisting cus-
tomers with cash and non-cash banking transactions. Pre-
vious cash handling experience is a plus.  Iowa Falls State 
Bank is an equal opportunity employer offering competitive 
wages and an enjoyable working environment.

FETCHING 
LOCAL NEWSfor you.

Ackley

Available in print or online. 
641-847-2592

Subscribe today!
Call 641-648-2521 Ackley

More than one way to read your newspaper!

Making Home Affordable is a free program from the 
U.S. government that has already helped over a million 
struggling homeowners at risk of foreclosure.

The sooner you act, the better the chance we can help you.

MakingHomeAffordable.gov  | 1-888-995-HOPE (4673)

If you’re struggling to keep 
your home, there is help.

To hear the homeowner’s story, 
go to MakingHomeAffordable.gov

In print & Online  
SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

Ackley

M
3

8

$1.50

Covering the Iowa River Greenbelt

CONTACT
TIMES 

CITIZEN:

Times Citizen
406 Stevens
Iowa Falls, IA 50126

641-648-2521
www.timescitizen.com

Editor:   Elaine Loring   eloring@iafalls.com
Assistant Editor:   Justin Ites   ites@iafalls.com
Advertising Director:   Joy Walker   joy@iafalls.com

Advertising:   Rick Tjabring    rickt@iafalls.com
                        Cheri Dirks    cdirks@iafalls.com
Classifieds:    Amber Minard   aminard@iafalls.com

Today’s Times Citizen may look a little bit 
different. That’s because it is part of our new 
redesign, which will freshen our look, but 

not change our content. The “Promo Box” area at 
the top of this page will let our readers know what 
to expect inside each edition. Our look may have 
changed, but not our focus on offering the best 
news and sports coverage in Hardin County.  n

This year’s goal is $50,000
BY JUSTIN ITES  |  i tes@iafal ls .com

A few years ago, the local Community Chest 
drive fundraising period took on a different 
look, as the community fund drive groups in 

Alden and Iowa Falls combined into one entity.
Held once per year, the Community Chest Drive 

is held to provide monetary support to local busi-
nesses and groups in both communities. The drive 
does not feature any door-to-door solicitation, and 
is done through mail and media advertising.

Nicole Nachazel - the new Iowa Falls/Alden 
Area Community Chest President - said the group 
has designated October as the primary month for 
fundraising.

“Our primary goal is to raise money and re-
distribute the funds back into organizations with-
in our communities. The goal will once again be 
$50,000,” Nachazel said.

Letters will or have been distributed to Alden, 

Event will be Saturday
BY BECKY SCHIPPER  |  news@iafal ls .com

An Appreciation Picnic is planned 
from noon to 4 p.m. at the 
Settlement on the Prairie this 
Saturday, Sept. 17, at the loca-

tion on the north end of Grundy Street in 
Ackley. The public is invited to take part 
in the many activities and free meal.

Bill Quibell, along with DJ Eric De 
Wolf, will entertain with bingo, Mon-
ey in the Straw, croquet, and gunny 
sack races. Those attending can tour 
the Settlement, including the I-house, 
Clutterville School, barn, carriage 
house and enjoy time spent with their 
families and the volunteers of the or-
ganization.

The formation of the organization is 
said to have begun at the produce count-
er of the local grocery store. A conversa-
tion between Bev Ryken and Helen Rath 
grew into the organization, which col-
lects and preserves artifacts and memo-
rabilia of the community of Ackley. Their 
vision included compiling and interpret-
ing the history so that the heritage of 
the community could be better under-
stood by residents and visitors.

FILE PHOTO

The Ackley Heritage Center’s annual open house will be held this weekend on the 
property located just off Grundy Street in Ackley. Those visiting can enjoy a meal, 
games, entertainment and tour the Clutterville Schoolhouse, barn, carriage house, 
and I-house, all located on the site.

Fall Open House
WHAT: Open House/

Appreciation Picnic
Where: Settlement on the 

Prairie  (at the end of  
N. Grundy Street, Ackley)

When: Saturday, Sept. 17, 
11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Everyone is invited

We’ve made some changes

WEDNESDAY
SEPTEMBER 14

2022
SECTION A

Fall Open House planned 
at Settlement on the Prairie

Community Chest 
fundraising drive 
begins next month

OPEN HOUSE Cont’d u A2

COMMUNITY CHEST DRIVE Cont’d u A2

u SPECIAL SECTION: 
Get out in the Greenbelt

u Little Tiger Cheer Clinic   Page A4

u ECC names 2022
 Hall of Fame class   Page  B1

u Assisted Living 
 marks 20 years   Page B6

Sounding 
the Alarm

PHOTOS BY ELAINE LORING, JUSTIN ITES AND MARISSA VANWINGEN  / TIMES CITIZEN

Eldora Fire Chief Aaron Clemons, 
left, and Iowa Falls Fire Chief Scott 
Eisentrager, ran a timed foot race 
against each other, all in fun.

Firefighting teams from across the state tested their expertise during 
Fire Drills held Saturday on Stevens Street and around Estes Park.

A band that featured bagpipes were at the front of the 
convention parade on Saturday evening.

A few of the parade attendees brought signs to 
Saturday’s parade, which made its way through 
the downtown area.

Adults and kids 
attended Saturday 
evening’s parade 
that featured 
plenty of fire trucks 
and candy. The 
event was part of 
the 144th Annual 
Iowa Firefighter’s 
Convention, hosted 
by Iowa Falls.

While there were sever-
al individuals who aided in the 
founding of the organization, 
Bev and Hollis Ryken, along with 
Helen Rath and Lora Siebold are 
credited with the formation of 
the Heritage Center in 1987. Their 
families were among the first to 
settle in the area. 

Within a short time, the group 
and others who believed in the 
importance of such an organiza-
tion had convinced city leaders 
to allow them to turn the upper 
floor of city hall into a museum 
and began the application for tax 
exemption status.
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Iowa Falls & Eldora

3/$8.88
Pepsi or Mtn Dew

6 pk .5 L btls  
+ deposit where applicable

$2.88
Sara Lee 100%  
Whole Wheat Bread
20 oz

$1.99
Pepperidge Farm  
Goldfish
6.6-8 oz

$13.99ea
WHEN YOU BUY 2

Black Velvet Whisky
select varieties

1.75 L + deposit where applicable

$1.48lb
All Natural Boneless  
Pork Shoulder Roast

$3.99lb
Boneless Crock  

Pot Roast

$4.99
LIMIT 2

Northern Fisheries  
Raw Shrimp
31-40 ct, 12 oz

$1.88
Nonpareil Idaho Russet Potatoes
5 lb

$3.98
Fareway Spring or Purified Water
32 pk .5 L btls

$19.99
LIMIT 2
Fareway Coffee Single Serve Pods
select varieties, 80 ct

FAREWAY STEAMABLES  
VEGETABLES

select varieties, 12 oz

BUY 4 GET 1

FREE

2 DAY SALE
F E B R U A R Y  1 7  &  1 8

BY COREY MEINTS
CMEINTS@IAFALLS.COM

The last time the 
A G W S R  C o u -
gar g irls won 

the North Iowa Cedar 
League-West, most of 
their roster were just 
more than toddlers. But 
even that 2010-11 team 
didn’t do what this sea-
son’s edition did – run 
the gauntlet unscathed.

The Cougars (18-1, 
8-0) capped their perfect 
run through the loop 
with a 59-34 home win 
over the East Marshall 
Mustangs (2-18, 0-8) 
in Ackley Friday night. 
To cap it off, two rare-
ly-used seniors got to 
close their regular sea-
son home careers with 
points and serious play-
ing time.

By the time role 
player Avery Lafrenz 
and oft-injured Brianna 
Kruger left the court, the 
Cougars held a lead they 
would never relinquish.

“They played well 
enough that I didn’t 
need to sub and set the 
tone for the game,” said 
AGWSR head coach Mike 
Finger. “The girls I put 
in for them knew they 
did a good job and want-
ed to keep it going.”

It was an under-
classmen that got the 
scoring started, however, 
as Trevyn Smith made 
a pair of free throws. 
Then Kruger put her 
mark on the game with 
a bucket in the post for 
a quick 4-0 home lead. 
EM did answer after 
that, but third senior 
Brynn Smith ended a 
fastbreak in response. 
She also ended the first 
quarter with a trey to 
make it 11-4. 

The Cougars scored 
the first 10 points of the 
second frame, seven from 
Josie Kuper and three from 
freshman Nakia Ollivierre, 
to start blowing the con-
test wide open. Ollivierre 
closed the half with seven 
unanswered points to give 
the hosts a 28-9 lead at 
the half.

AGWSR started the 
third quarter with anoth-
er big run, dropping in the 
verse’s first seven points. 
Ollivierre added eight more 
points after EM’s first an-
swer, leading to a 43-15 
lead at the buzzer.

By the time the Mus-
tangs found their form, 
behind 15 Morgan Neu-
roth fourth quarter points, 
it was too late. Everybody 
on the Cougar bench got 
in, with freshman Piper 
Smith scoring the games 
final points with a three 
from the top of the key 
just ahead of the horn.

With the postseason 
beginning at home on 
Thursday, Finger said it 
was a good chance to do a 
few things other than the 
norm. But said he will not 
be tinkering with what has 
already led to his team’s 18 
wins. ●

AGWSR 59, EM 34
Feb. 3 at Ackley
EM:     4  5  6 19- 34
AGWSR: 11 17 15 16- 59
Scoring
EM: Morgan Neuroth 7 2-2 

19; Reagan Tolle 3 0-0 
6; Makayla Hala 2 0-0 5; 
Delaney Ryan 1 0-0 2; Alivia 
Neuroth 1 0-2 2.

AGWSR: Nakia Ollivierre 9 
3-5 24; Josie Kuper 4 2-4 10; 
Brynn Smith 3 0-0 8; Ava 
Olson 2 0-0 4; Piper Smith 
1 0-0 3; Catelynn Koop 1 
1-4 3; Avery Lafrenz 1 0-1 2; 
Trevyn Smit 0 2-6 2.

AGWSR Wrestling
Jan. 31 at Ackley
AGWSR 51, North Butler-Clarksville 27
106: Jariyah Bowles (A) pin Weston Miller 2:55; 113: Aaron Huber (A) FF; 120: Jaxson 

Miller (N) dec. Jaedrek Bowles 4-3; 126: Aiden Morrison (N) FF; 132: Tanner Arjes (N) 
pin Noah Clikeman 1:59; 138: Bo Gerbracht (A) pin Stroker Koop 0:50; 145: Ryland 
Pitzenberger (N) pin Jayden Nagel 3:41; 152: Kaden Abbas (A) pin Samuel Martinez-
Macias 0:34; 160: Collin Willems (A) FF; 170: Ben Puente (A) dec. Ashton Fairhurst 2-0; 
182: MaKade Bloker (N) pin Jared Granzow 0:25; 195: Eli Brandt (A) FF; 220: Aiden 
Heitland (A) pin Weston Jensen (N) 0:47; 285: Tate Miller (A) FF.

AGWSR 54, SHBCLUW 24
120: Zaden Eggers (S) FF; 126: Walker Ashton (S) pin Jae. Bowles 5:19; 132: Clikeman 

(A) FF; 138: No Match; 145: Gerbracht (A) pin Ryan Busch 3:05; 152: Abbas (A) pin 
Kaiden McWilliams 1:49; 160: Puente (A) pin Wyatt Guiles 1:14; 170: Paxson (S) FF; 
182: Granzow (A) pin Kane 0:29; 195: Brandt (A) FF; 220: Heitland (A) FF; 285: Sean 
May (S) pin Miller 3:01; 106: Jar. Bowles (A) pin Maverick Grafke 3:36; 113: Huber (A) 
FF.

Champs run 
NICL-West table

Milestones met in home meet
Gerbracht wins 
100th, Cougars 
18th with sweep
BY COREY MEINTS
CMEINTS@IAFALLS.COM

W ith the NICL Meet canceled 
the previous Saturday, all 
but four members were 

left looking for meets to fill the long 
stretch before the Feb. 11 District. 
Two of them met in Ackley, Along 
with North Butler-Clarksville, in a 
late season add-on to the schedule.

It’s a good thing for the AGWSR 
Cougars that the triangular got put 
together as they won their school re-
cord 18th dual of the season. It also 
allowed senior Bo Gerbracht to pick 
up his 100th career win.

The Cougars beat NB-C 51-27 to 
tie the program dual wins record at 
17, then broke that mark with a 54-24 
win over the SHBCLUW Storm. Along 
the way, Cougar senior Bo Gerbracht 
reached the 100-win plateau.

In between, the Storm fell to 
NB-C 36-24.

Jariyah Bowles opened with a pin 
at 106 against NB-C, but the Cougars 
were down 15-12 five weights in with 
a decision, a forfeit and a pin. Ger-
bracht won number 99 with a fall to 
give the Cougars a lead for a match. 
A pin by NB-C’s Ryland Pitzenberger 
at 145 gave them a 21-18 lead. 

That, too, was short-lived as the 
Cougars rattled off six of the next 
seven matches. That run included 
falls by Kaden Abbas at 152 and Aid-
en Heitland at 220. The hosts also 
picked up forfeits at 160, 195 and 285 
and a decision by Ben Puente at 170.

The nightcap was a re-match 
from a conference triangular on Jan. 
5 in Conrad, a dual the Cougars won 
60-15. While the result wasn’t as ex-
treme, it was still decisive as AG-
WSR won five matches by fall. The 
Storm won their two matches also 
by pin. The rest were forfeits, with 
SHBCLUW taking two while giving 
the Cougars four.

The Storm held a 12-0 lead with a 
forfeit to Eggers at 120 and a Walker 
Ashton fall at 126. Gerbracht picked 
up his 100th win of his career with 

a pin at 145 after a forfeit to Noah 
Clikeman at 132 and a double forfeit 
at 138 to knot it at 12-12.

The Cougars took the lead for good 
with falls by Abbas at 152 and Puente 
at 170 to make 24-12. Alex Paxson cut 
into the Cougar lead with a forfeit at 
170 before Jared Granzow picked up 
a 29-second pin at 182. Forfeits to 
Eli Brandt at 195 and Heitland at 220 
gave way to SHBCLUW’s final win, a 
Sean May fall. AGWSR closed it out 
with a Jar. Bowles pin at 106 and a 
forfeit to Aaron Huber at 113.

AGWSR skipper Chad Gerbracht 
was happy to get the meet in, and not 
only because it gave his squad a new 
win record and gave his son a chance 
to reach his own milestone, but to 
stay mat-ready for Districts in Ogden.

“I feel good about tonight, es-
pecially being off a couple weekends 
in a row and not seeing any action,” 
Gerbracht said. “I’m grateful these 
other two teams agreed to come here. 
I know they wanted to wrestle before 
Districts, too. We’re in the same boat 
wanting to be ready for that.” ●

COREY MEINTS/ACKLEY WORLD JOURNAL

Bo Gerbracht won his 100th match of his career with a pin in a 
late home meet addition to the schedule. The Cougars swept North 
Butler-Clarksville and SHBCLUW to win their record 18th dual.
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AGWSR vs. Sumner-Fredericksburg
Feb. 7 at Ackley
GIRLS
Sum-Fred:    8  7 11  6- 32
AGWSR:       8 16 15 17- 56
Scoring
S-F: Isabella Elliott 7 2-3 16; Abby Zabel 3 0-0 6; Jana Meyer 2 

0-0 5; Alivia Seehase 1 1-2 3; Ava Schult 1 0-0 2.
AGWSR: Nakia Ollivierre 10 2-3 24; Josie Kuper 9 3-5 21; Trevyn 

Smith 3 0-0 7; Karis Lippert 0 2-2 2; Ava Olson 1 0-0 2.

BOYS
Sum-Fred: 14  26  17  13- 71
AGWSR:     7   9   5   2- 23
Scoring
S-F: Kallen Wilham 8 5-7 24; Treyton Wurzer 5 3-7 14; Achilles 

Quagley 4 2-2 12; Kade Mitchell 3 0-0 6; Tatem Nuss 2 1-2 6; 
Jay Howard 1 2-2 5; Joe Kroenecke 1 0-0 2; Gavin Trask 1 0-0 
2.

AGWSR: Talan Mutschler 2 0-0 6; Gabe Nederhoff 2 0-2 5; 
Bradly Roder 2 0-0 4; Ryne Pickering 1 0-0 3; George Van Hove 
1 0-0 2; Eli Kuper 1 0-0 2; Carter Roder 0 1-3 1. 

AGWSR vs. Colo-NESCO
Feb. 6 at Colo
GIRLS
AGWSR: 22 16 15 15 - 68
C-N:    2  4  4  8 - 18
Scoring
AGWSR: Olivia Ollivierre 9 0-0 21; Josie Kuper 10 2-2 12; 

Catelynn Koop 3 1-2 8; Elizabeth Kielty 2 2-3 7; Trevyn Smith 
2 2-6 6; Brynn Smith 2 0-2 5; Ava Olson 2 1-3 5; Karis Lippert 1 
0-0 2; Brianna Kruger 1 0-0 2.

C-N: Gemma Bower 3 0-0 6; Riley Handsacker 2 0-0 5; Lily 
Stalzer 1 1-2 3; Jessica Duran 1 0-0 2; Sydney Ingle 1 0-0 2.

BOYS
AGWSR: 11  4  5  6 - 26
C-N:   16 20 17  7 - 60
Scoring
AGWSR: Bradly Roder 5 0-0 11; Ryne Pickering 2 0-0 5; Jesus 

Garibay 1 0-0 3; Carter Roder 1 0-0 2; Lane Rose 1 0-0 2; Gabe 
Nederhoff 1 0-0 2; Eli Kuper 1 0-0 5; George Van Hove 0 0-2 0.

C-N: Lucas Frohwein 7 6-6 22; Gannon Short 7 0-0 20; Spencer 
Hansen 2 1-2 5; Nathan McFarland 2 1-2 5; Drew Banks 2 0-2 4; 
Breckin Clatt 2 0-2 4.

Riceville 75, AGWSR 48
Feb. 10 at Riceville
AGWSR: 14  8 13 13- 48
Rice:: 17 11 29 18- 75
Scoring
AGWSR: Gabe Nederhoff 6 

4-4 19; Bradly roder 6 3-3 
17; Ryne Pickering 1 0-0 3; 
Carver Brown 1 0-0 3; Blake 
Willems 1 0-0 3; George Van 
Hove 1 0-0 2; Carter Roder 0 
1-2 1; Eli Kuper 0 0-2 0.

Riceville: Johnny Adams 10 
1-2 27; Trenten Swenson 6 
4-7 19; Ryder Fair 4 0-0 9; 
Aiden ebert 3 0-1 6; Gunner 
Smith 1 2-4 5; Dalton Bowen 
1 0-0 3; Lyndon Dohlman 1 
0-0 2; Caleb Zweibohmer 1 
0-0 2; Kaden Kobiska 0 1-2 1. 

AGWSR girls 
finish 20-1, 
boys 0-20
BY COREY MEINTS
CMEINTS@IAFALLS.COM

The AGWSR Cou-
gars had one final 
chance to win a pair 

on the same night as they 
closed the regular season 
hosting Sumner-Freder-
icksburg on Tuesday. It 
didn’t happen.

The AGWSR girls (20-
1) and boys (0-20) entered 
their postseasons this week 
on much different trajecto-
ries. Their divergent paths 
continued in a conference 
crossover split with North 
Iowa Cedar League-East’s 
Sumner-Fredericksburg.

The 13th-ranked in 
Class 1A AGWSR girls 
turned an 8-8 game after 
the first quarter into a 24-
15 halftime lead. That ulti-
mately turned into a 56-32 

win. The host boys trailed 
by just three with 3:24 to 
play in the first half at 19-
16, but trailed 40-16 at the 
break on their way to a 71-

23 loss.
The AG-

WSR girls got 
the win de-
spite losing 
the battle on 
the boards 
and shooting 
just 10 of 20 
in the first 
half. AGWSR 
e n d e d  u p 
winning the 
rebounding 
battle 31-24 

and turned the ball over 
only 12 times compared to 
S-F’s 24 by the end of the 
night.

“We did give up too 
many offensive rebounds 
early but then we did bet-
ter after the first quarter,” 
AGWSR head coach Mike 
Finger said. “Brynn Smith 
had an off shooting night 

but she’s had big games 
for us and will in the 
postseason, too. She did a 
super job defensively.”

Smith ended the night 
with seven steals and five 
assists.

It all started with a 
close game. AGWSR didn’t 
find much breathing room 
until Ollivierre knocked 
down a three to tie it at 13 
at the 4:17 mark and Ava 
Olson gave them the lead 
at 15-13 with 3:40 to play 
in the first half. With those 
makes, the hosts outscored 
the visiting Cougars 14-2 
to end the half.

The third quarter end-
ed with the hosts up 39-
26 before they turned the 
screws a little tighter in 
the fourth. They won that 
frame 17-6 to pull away 
even further.

“Sumner-Fredericks-
burg has a nice team and 
can score a lot in a short 
amount of time, especial-
ly with their post play-

er who scored 16,” Finger 
said. “But Trevyn smith 
was awesome as always on 
defense and she’s scoring 
more for us now and that’s 
huge. Nakia and Josie were 
both really good for us as 
well.”

The host boys opened 
with a trey by Gabe Neder-
hoff, and were up 6-3 at the 
2:22 mark of the opening 
quarter on a Bradly Roder 
triple. Carter Roder, fouled 
on a threebie, hit one of 
three for an AGWSR lead 
with 50 seconds to play 
in the frame. Consecutive 
turnovers on three pos-
sessions, however, negated 
that and saw the visitors 
take a 14-7 lead after one.

AGWSR came back 
from that deficit on a 
Ryne Pickering three and 
consecutive jumpers by 
B. Roder to tie the game 
at 14. Van Hove answered 
an S-F run with that put-
back before the visitors 
tightened their game-long 

Cougars split regular finale

Boys fall big  
girls win bigger
Cougars split 
penultimate 
contests with 
Royals
BY COREY MEINTS
CMEINTS@IAFALLS.COM

W ith just one more 
regular season con-

test before opening post-
season play, the AGWSR 
Cougar girls (19-1) were 
looking to finetune while 
the boys (0-19) were just 
looking for a win as both 
faced Colo-NESCO in Colo 
Monday night.

Only one of them got 
what they wanted – the 
girls with a 68-18 win. 
The boys fell 60-26 in the 
nightcap. They each had 
one more chance 
on Tuesday, with a 
home game against 
Sumner-Fredericks-
burg, before the girls 
open Regional games 
in Ackley on Thurs-
day, and the boys 
start District play on 
Friday in Riceville.

Neither game in 
Colo was in doubt 
from early on. The 
Cougar girls were 
up 22-0 late in the 
opening verse before sur-
rendering a field goal. That 
22-2 lead grew to 38-6 at 
the half with Nakia Olli-
vierre dropping 11 of her 
game-high 21 in the first 
16 minutes. Josie Kuper 
scored all 12 of her points 
in the first half as well.

The second half wasn’t 
much better for the hosts, 
even with AGWSR head 
coach Mike Finger using 
his bench for most of it. 
The Cougar defense held 

C-N (2-18) to another 
four-point quarter 
in the third, and 
five in the fourth.

“I wanted the 
girls to play hard 
and smart and un-
selfishly and they 
did all of that,” 
Finger said. “I was 
real pleased with 
their effort and ex-
ecution and how 
they found the open 
player. I also got to 
play everyone and 

our reserves did a re-
ally good job. Getting to 
the open spots and then 
passing it to the open girl 
will be huge especially as 
we face more presses and 
trapping defenses. The 
other area that we need to 
keep improving and shore 
up a little bit is rebound-
ing We still give up too 
many offensive rebounds.”

What the AGWSR Cou-
gar girls did to the Roy-
als, the Royal boys (14-7) 

did to the Cougars in the 
nightcap. With just one 
more game to play, AG-
WSR head coach Ryley 
Schipper is concerned 
about finding the right 
formula to get a win.

“We need to play 
poised but with a sense of 
urgency and we weren’t 
able to do that tonight,” 
Schipper said. “Unfor-
tunately for us, we can’t 
have an off night if we 
are going to win. We will 
get back to the drawing 
board and get ready to go 
for another one tomorrow 
night.”

After trailing just 5-4 
midway through the first 
stanza, the Cougars were 
behind 16-11 entering the 
second. They scored just 
four points in that frame 
and trailed 36-15 at the 
half. C-N continued to pile 
it on in the second half, 
holding a 53-20 lead after 
three on their way to the 
win. ●

it looked like the re-
sults were going to be 
the same. AGWSR put a 
press on the Royals that 
created seven turnovers 
and led to a 21-2 lead. 
C-N finally got on the 
board again with 55 sec-
onds to play in the first, 
but the Cougars closed 
the frame with a Nakia 
Ollivierre triple and a 
24-4 lead.

Josie Kuper opened 
the second verse with a 
hoop and harm to spark 
the hosts to a 20-8 
run and a 44-12 half-
time lead. The Cougars 
reached the running 
clock with the first bas-
ket of the second half, a 
three by Ollivierre who 
finished with a game-
high 25 points. AGWSR 
also closed the scoring 
in the third with a pair 
of freebies by Catelynn 
Koop to make it 54-17.

After Ollivierre add-
ed her final make at the 
7:09 mark of the fourth, 
a 15-foot jumper, Finger 
went deep to the bench. 
Those proved to be the 
final points of the night 
as the Royals closed on a 
7-0 run.

“I would still give us 
an ‘A’ even though the 
second half wasn’t very 
pretty,” Finger said. “We 
played a lot of girls to-
night. I thought when 
the first group was in 
there they played real-
ly hard, especially de-
fensively. And we didn’t 
necessarily shoot it as 
well tonight as we nor-
mally do, but that hap-
pens from time to time. 
There wasn’t a let-up on 
defense.”

AGWSR and H-L-V 
are set to tipoff their 
quarterfinal game in 
Ackley at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
with the winner facing 
either Ankeny Christian 
(19-2) or B-G-M (8-15) 
at a site to be deter-
mined on Friday. ●

he’s been doing that con-
sistently since Christmas. 
We’re seeing good things. 
This is awesome for him. 
And Aiden, he was in total 
control all day from start 
to finish.”

Bowles was ready to get 
back to work after stepping 
off the podium in Ogden.

“I feel excited about 
today and eager for what’s 
to come,” Bowles said. “It 
hasn’t sunk in fully, but it 
definitely will when I get 
to the arena. I’m ready to 
get in the wrestling room 
to prepare for State. My 
goal is to beat or put up a 
fight against the top guys.”

As for Heitland, who 
spent much of the year 
ranked, getting on the 
stand in Des Moines is the 

focus.
“I’m feeling pretty 

good,” Heitland said. “The 
goals going in are to get as 
far as I can and hopefully 
see my name on the wall 
in the wrestling room with 
a number behind it. That’s 
been the goal all year.”

AGWSR’s other quali-
fiers, State-veteran Kaden 
Abbas at 145 and Ben 
Puente at 160 did get 
wrestlebacks after reach-
ing the semifinals before 
losing and then winning 
their backside bouts. With 
the top-two at each weight 
going, that meant a trip to 
Des Moines.

Abbas had it just a 
bit easier. He picked up a 
pin in the quarterfinals 
before falling to IAWres-
tling’s sixth-Ranked Ryan 
Brennan of Emmetsburg, 

who went on to win the 
title, in the semis. Abbas 
bounced back with a pin 
against West Hancoock’s 
Gustavo Gomez in the 
consolation semifinals and 
a pin of South Hamilton’s 
Braden Young to earn a 
shot against Ogden’s Kale 
Munson for true second. 
Munson, ranked seventh 
at 152, could not take the 
mat and medically forfeit-
ed the match.

“It’s feeling pretty 
good,” Abbas said. “When I 
went as a freshman, I was 
just happy to be there. Now 
it’s about trying to get a 
win or two in and compete 
hard and give it my best.”

Puente’s route involved 
wrestling in his battle for 
true-second. He booked 
a major decision in his 
opener, but was then shut-

out in the semifinals by 
Emmetsburg’s 12th-ranked 
Justin Wirtz. He came back 
with a pair of falls to earn 
his shot against finals los-
er Logan Grimm of West 
Bend-Mallard. The two 
were scoreless through 
the first two periods be-
fore Puente surrendered a 
stalling point with 1:16 to 
go. He scored the winner 
14 seconds later with a 
takedown.

“What a day,” Puente 
said. “I had my dad here 
motivating me and tell me 
stuff I needed to hear and 
my coaches talked to me 
after I lost. There’s a cou-
ple times I would second 
guess, wondering why do 
I even try because I was 
going to lose. ”

Now Puente, who has 
struggled getting down 

to 160 since making the 
drop less than a month 
ago from 170, is thinking 
something else.

“A number is just a 
number, you can’t worry 
about who you’re wres-
tling,” Puente said. “You 
just have to show up. 
You’re in control of your 
mindset and how you’re 
going to wrestle. That’s all 
I have to do.”

Two others fell in their 
wrestlebacks and a third 
didn’t have a chance. All 
settled for third place in-
cluding Noah Clikeman 
(132) and senior Tate Mill-
er (285). Clikeman lost 
his championship match 
and then his wrestleback. 
Miller won two on the 
backside before dropping 
his. The ended at 29-18 
and 36-13 on the season.

Senior Bo Gerbracht 
(138) saw his season end 
at 36-6 a third-place fin-
ish after booking a pin to 
reach the semis where he 
fell to Keyton Remsburg of 
South Hamilton. That loss 
proved to be the difference 
as Gerbracht would re-
bound for two pins while 
Remsburg was pinned in 
the finals to take away 
Gerbracht’s chance for 
second.

This marks the big-
gest group Gerbracht has 
brought down to Des 
Moines. With this being 
his final season in the 
corner, he’s looking for-
ward to the week.

“Having those four 
down there will be a fun 
week,” Gerbracht said. “It’s 
always better when you 
have more than one.” ●

Early exit
AGWSR lose 
75-48, end 
0-21
BY COREY MEINTS
CMEINTS@IAFALLS.COM

It may not have been 
the game he want-

ed, or even the season 
he thought, but for one 
half and three minutes of 
basketball AGWSR head 
coach Ryley Schipper 
got everything he want-
ed Friday night. Still, his 
Cougars ended their sea-
son at 0-21 with a 75-48 
Class 1A District loss to 
Riceville (4-19) in Ricev-
ille.

“I thought we 
played really well in 
the first half and to 
start to first three 
minutes of the third 
quarter,” Schipper 
said. “We handled 
the press real-
ly well and shared 
the basketball and 
got good looks. We 
had the game down 
to two with five 
minutes to go in 
the third and then 
a couple costly turnovers 
and fouls took the wind 
from our sails.”

AGWSR opened the 
scoring and led or were 
tied through most of 
the first quarter. Ricev-
ille scored the final three 
points of the verse to hold 
a 17-14 lead. While they 
never surrendered it, the 
host Wildcats had their 
hands full the rest of the 
half holding a 28-22 lead 
at the break.

The Cougars cut it to 
28-26 with seven min-
utes to play in the third, 
but Riceville scored eight 
unanswered to take a 36-
28 lead just a minute lat-
er. From there, the game 
belonged to the Wildcats. 

They led 57-35 after the 
third on their way 
to the final.

The Cougars 
got 19 points out 
of Gabe Nederhoff 
and 17 from Brad-
ly Roder before he 
fouled out at the 
end of the third. 
And despite going 
winless for the first 
time in school his-
tory, Schipper said 
he wasn’t going to 
let it ruin what he 

believes was built this 
season.

“Gabe and Bradly led 
us in scoring but unfor-
tunately we weren’t able 
to get somebody else go-
ing,” Schipper said. “Ef-
fort-wise we played prob-
ably the hardest we have 
all year and it just didn’t 
play out for us. I could sit 
here and say that I’m un-
happy with the year, but 
the memories I’ve made 
with this group and their 
willingness to show up 
every day made this sea-
son really fun for me and 
that’s a credit to those 
young men. We got better 
as the year went on and 
that’s all you can ask as a 
coach.” ●

Nederhoff

Roder
Kielty

Pickering
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press while scoring the fi-
nal 21 points of the half. 
That, essentially, was the 
ball game. What that spell 
didn’t do, a 30-7 SF second 
half did.

“I thought we played 
a really good 12 minutes 

of the first half,” AGWSR 
head coach Ryley Schipper 
said. “They cranked up 
the pressure in the second 
quarter and we did a bad 
job of handling it. Unfor-
tunately, that stretch took 
us out of the ball game.” ●

Kuper

Mutschler



Heitland 
leads Cougar 
qualifiers
BY COREY MEINTS
CMEINTS@IAFALLS.COM

The magic number 
seemed to fall any-
where between two 

and six State qualifiers for 
Cougars as 
they headed 
to the Class 
1A District 7 
meet in Og-
den on Sat-
urday. They 
l a n d e d  i n 
between and 
will be send-
ing four to 
Des Moines 
w h e n  t h e 
State Cham-
pionships be-
gin Wednesday morning.

“There were a couple 
others we thought would be 
in there, but that’s wres-
tling,” AGWSR head coach 
said. “But everybody did a 
good job.” 

Leading the way was 
junior Aiden Heitland at 
220, AGWSR lone cham-

Class 1A Region 3
Feb. 9 at Ackley
C-N:    4  8  5  7- 24
AGWSR: 24 20 10  2- 56
Scoring
C-N: Abigail Kettwig 4 0-0 

8; Abigail Hostetler 2 0-0 
5; Riley Handsaker 2 0-0 
5; Sydney Ingle 1 0-0 2; 
Lily Stalzer 1 0-0 2; Callie 
Kohlwes 0 1-2 1; Jessica 
Duran 0 1-2 1.

AGWSR: Nakia Ollivierre 9 
3-4 25; Karis Lippert 3 1-1 7; 
Brynn Smith 2 1-1 7; Josie 
Kuper 3 1-3 7; Ava Olson 1 
2-4 4; Trevyn Smith 1 1-2 
3; Catelynn Koop 0 2-2 2; 
Avery Lafrenz 0 1-2 1.

Class 1A District 7
Saturday at Ogden
Team Standings (Qualifiers): 1. Emmetsburg (7) 167.5; 2. West 

Hancock (6) 142; 3. Ogden (4) 141.5; 4. AGWSR (4) 128; 5. West 
Bend-Mallard (0) 78; 6. North Tama (3) 77; 7. Manson Northwest 
Webster (1) 70; 8. South Hamilton (1) 63; 9. Fort Dodge St. 
Edmond (2) 60; 10. Collins-Maxwell (0) 5.

AGWSR Results
106: Jariyah Bowles (2nd place)- Bye; dec. Maxon Monat (NT) 

9-5; dec. Mason Knapp (WBM) 20-15; dec. by Caleb Wisecup (O) 
7-5.

120: Jaedrek Bowles (DNP)- Bye; dec. by Tatum Hanson (MNW) 
5-2; pin Drew Fehr (WBM) 3:12; MD by Lincoln Wilcoxon (E) 12-1.

132: Noah Clikeman (3rd)- pin Cole Pelleymounter (O) 1:13; dec. 
Evan Boothroyd (WH) 7-3; dec. by  Sam Myer (SE) 14-12; pin by 
Gavin Rausch (NT) 3:23.

138: Bo Gerbracht (3rd)- pin Ethan Gayken (WH) 1:56; pin by 
Keyton Remsburg (SH) 3:06; pin Blake Huntrods (CM) 2:23; pin 
Simon Hickingbottom (O) 3:16.

145: Kaden Abbas (2nd)- pin Keegan Brooks (NT) 2:18; dec. by 
Ryan Brennan (E) 11-5; pin Gustavo Gomez (WH) 1:09; pin Braden 
Young (SH) 0:58; MFF by Kale Munson (O).

152: Collin Willems (DNP)- Bye; pin by Nano Guillen (SE) 5:13; pin 
Drayke Podhajsky (NT) 4:59; pin by Garrett Fehr (WBM) N/A.

160: Ben Puente (2nd)- MD David Martinez (WH) 13-2; MD by 
Justin Wirtz (E) 9-0; pin Johnathan Oneil (SH) 1:32; pin Nathan 
Comer (O) 3:26; dec. Logan Grimm (WBM) 3-1.

182: Jared Granzow (DNP)- Bye; pin by Cooper Harman (MNW) 
2:25; pin Drew Hammer (O) 0:46; pin by Graham Peters (SH) 0:28.

195: Eli Brandt (4th)- pin Marshall Day (CM) 1:59; dec. by Ben 
Saxton (E) 9-3; pin Adam Walker (SE) 3:07; dec. by Ethan Zaugg 
(WBM) 6-4.

220: Aiden Heitland (1st)- Bye; pin Earnest Taylor (SH) 3:22; 
dec. David Smith (WH) 4-0.

285: Tate Miller (3rd)- pin Jack Habben (WBM) 0:08; pin by David 
Hammer (O) 1:51; pin Reese Luedtke (WH) 0:37; pin Leon Cook 
(MNW) 0:22; pin by Gage Jorgenson (E) 1:33.
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AGWSR beats 
C-N, move on 
in Region 2
BY COREY MEINTS
CMEINTS@IAFALLS.COM

The  C olo-N ESCO 
Royals (2-19) prob-
ably got their fill 

of the AGWSR Cougars 
(21-1) last week. Monday 
n ight  they 
lost to the 
13th-ranked 
Cougars 68-
18 in Colo. 
T h u r s d a y , 
in  a  C lass 
1A Region 2 
first round game at Ack-
ley, they lost 56-24.

“We didn’t necessarily 
shoot it as well tonight as 
we normally do, but that 
happens from time to time 
and there wasn’t a let-up 
on defense,” AGWSSR head 
coach Mike Finger said. 
“Anytime you beat a team 
handedly just two or three 
days earlier causes some 
concern. I wanted to see 
us come out and play the 

game intensely and that 
we weren’t shortcutting. I 

give our girls full credit, 
they came out and execut-

ed well and played hard.”
After C-N opened the 

scoring on a Riley Hand-
sacker double, AGWSR’s 

Brynn Smith hit a three 
from the right corner and 

COREY MEINTS/ 
ACKLEY WORLD JOURNAL

Nakia Ollivierre scored 
25 in AGWSR’s post-
season opener, but 
AGWSR’s defense had 
every bit to do with 
their 56-24 win over 
Colo-NESCO in Ackley 
Thursday night.

Cougars roar into quarterfinals

Lippert

Bowles

Heitland

Briefs

Schedule
GIRLS 

BASKETBALL
FRIDAY, FEB. 17
Ackley/7 p.m.
TBA vs. TBA
Class 1A Region 2 

Semifinal

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 22
TBA/7 p.m.
TBA vs. TBA
Class 1A Region 2 Final

FEB. 27-MARCH 4
Des Moines/TBA
Class 1A Girls State 

Tournament

BOYS 
WRESTLING

FEB. 15-18
Des Moines/9 a.m.
Class 1A State Wrestling

ECC to host 
mat clinic

The Ellsworth Com-
munity College Pan-
thers will be holding 
a wrestling clinic for 
area wrestlers grades 
6-12 on Sunday, Feb. 19. 
The clinic will be held 
at the ECC Wrestling 
Room on the upper 
level of the Martin 
Dittmer Gymnasium 
on campus from 1 to 
4 p.m. ECC assistant 
coach Richie Manning 
will lead the clinic. 
Manning is a 2017 Vet-
eran’s World Freestyle 
silver medalist and a 
2017 Veteran’s World 
Greco-Roman bronze 
medalist. The clinic 
is limited to the first 
50 wrestlers and costs 
$25 with checks pay-
able to ECC Wrestling. 
Pre-register by con-
tacting Panther head 
coach Victor Coronado 
at Victor.Coronado@
iavalley.edu or 641-648-
4611 ext. 8711.

Trap sign up 
Feb. 19

The AGWSR Trap 
Team will hold reg-
istration on Sunday, 
Feb. 19 at the Ackley 
recreation Club, Those 
in grades 5-8 and 
newcomers regardless 
of age will meet at 1 
p.m. with high school 
shooters meeting at 3 
p.m. ●

pion. He took a bye and a 
decision into the title bout 
where he beat West Han-
cock’s David Smith 4-0.

While Heitland was 
the only champion for the 
Cougars, he wasn’t alone 

in the finals. Freshman 
Jariyah Bowles was there 
at 106 after a bye and two 
decisions. He fell in the 
championship to Ogden’s 
Caleb Wisecup, 7-5. But 
when his semifinal vic-

tim Mason Knapp of West 
Bend-Mallard won on the 
backside, Bowles was in.

“Jariyah had to be the 
surprise of the tournament, 
Gerbracht said. “He turned 

a lot of things around from 
where he started this sea-
son. He showed up and 
wrestled hard today, but 

PHOTOS BY COREY MEINTS/ACKLEY WORLD JOURNAL

Junior Kaden Abbas earned his return to this week’s Class 1A State Championships in Des Moines with a runner-up finish 
at the District in Ogden. Four Cougars punched their ticket on Saturday. Wrestling begins at 9 a.m. today.

Four for the show

AGWSR senior Ben Puente showed his excitement 
for making his only State Tournament appear-
ance following this wrestleback win in Ogden on 
Saturday. He is one of four Cougars set to wrestle 
in Des Moines beginning Wednesday morning.
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