The

& GRANT AGAIN

Page 2

Daily Freeman-Journal

www.freemanjournal.net

U’Day!

I's a great day
fo dig out
araincoat.

Adoption
celebrafion at
Hamiltfon County
Courthouse is Nov. 10

Four Oaks Foster & Adoptive
Family Connections will hold an
adoption celebration event at 9
a.m. on Thursday, Nov. 10, at the
Hamilton County Court House,
2300 Superior St., Webster City.

A total of five children will be
joining their forever homes at the
ceremony. The event is free and
open to the public.

National Adoption Month is
held annually in November to
raise awareness for the need and
importance of foster and adop-
tive families across the nation.
Throughout the month of No-
vember, local courts, judges, at-
torneys, adoption professionals,
child welfare agencies and advo-
cates come together to finalize the
adoptions of thousands of children
from foster care and celebrate all
adoptive families.

Four Oaks Foster & Adop-
tive Family Connections recruits,
trains, licenses and supports fos-
ter and adoptive parents in four of
the five HHS service areas across
the state. For more information on
services in the Hamilton Coun-
ty area, contact Pam Jones at 319-
239-5905 or visit iowafosterand-
adoption.org.

Webster City
Community Blood
Drive is Nov. 10

The Webster City Community
Blood Drive is Thursday, Nov.
10, at St. Thomas Aquinas
Catholic Church, 1000 Des
Moines St., Webster City, from
12:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Donors are needed and
appointments are required.

Call 800-287-4903 or visit:
lifeservebloodcenter.org.
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A DIVIDED STATE.

HERE’S WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
ABOUT THE GUN RIGHTS
AMENDMENT ON TUESDAY’S BALLOT.

By JANE CURTIS

If voters approve a proposed gun rights
amendment to the lowa Constitution when
the polls close on Tuesday, Iowa would
become the 45th state in the nation to en-
shrine the right to keep and bear arms in its

Constitution.
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The amendment is on side two of the ballot.

Not everyone supports the amendment.

That includes the Iowa Coalition Against
Domestic Violence. It urges voters to reject
the ballot measure.

“The proposed changes to Iowa’s constitu-
tion would under- mine efforts to enhance
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Shall the following amendment to the
Constitution be adopted?

1

Summary: Provides that the right of the
people of lowa to keep and bear arms
shall not be infringed. The sovereign
state of lowa affirms and recognizes the
right to keep and bear arms as a
fundamental right. Any and all
restrictions of this right shall be subject
to strict scrutiny.

Full Text:

Article | of the Constitution of the State
of lowa is amended by adding the
following new section: Right to keep and
bear arms. Sec. 1A. The right of the
people to keep and bear arms shall not
be infringed. The sovereign state of
lowa affirms and recognizes this right to
be a fundamental individual right. Any
and all restrictions of this right shall be

subjecttostrict scrutiny.
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safety and make it harder to prevent vio-
lence,” ICADV has said.

“This proposal does not simply add the
U.S. Constitution’s 2nd amendment to Iowa’s
constitution. Instead, it also requires judges
to elevate gun rights over public safety every
time, invites legal challenges to current law,

and makes it harder to enact gun safety mea-

sures broadly supported by most lowans.”

The sticking point is the proposed amend-

ment’s language: “The right of the people to
keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.
The sovereign state of Iowa affirms and rec-
ognizes this right to be a fundamental indi-
vidual right. Any and all restrictions of this
right shall be subject to strict scrutiny.”
When ICADV says “invites legal
challenges” it is referring to the pro-
posed amendment’s use of the term
“strict scrutiny.”

“Strict scrutiny is the highest
standard of review which a court
will use to evaluate the consti-

tutionality of governmental dis-

crimination,” according to the

Cornell Law School’s Legal In-

formation Institute.

“Notably, the Supreme Court
has refused to endorse the ap-
plication of strict scrutiny to
gun regulations, leaving open
the question of which precise
standard of review is to be em-
ployed when addressing the
Second Amendment.

Marshall County Attorney
Jordan Gaffney provided in-
sight on what the “strict scrutiny”
threshold might mean in court.

“It’s a really high legal burden

that you have. For a specific law or
regulation to be upheld, there has to
be what we call a compelling state in-
terest. So the government has to have

a compelling interest at stake for the
particular law, and the law has to be nar-

rowly tailored,” he said. “The scope of the
law has to be really narrow to justify reg-
ulating that particular compelling state in-
terest.”

More generally, he said, the proposed
amendment would differ from the feder-
al Second Amendment because the state
amendment refers only to the right to keep
and bear arms and does not include lan-
guage about a well-regulated militia.

So far, support and opposition to the
amendment, which will require a simple
majority to pass, have mostly split along
party lines, with gun rights groups and Re-

See RIGHTS, Page 3

Nearly three-fifths
of likely voters

support gun rights
amendment, poll finds
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By ROBIN OPSAHL
lowa Capital Dispatch

More than half of likely voters said they planned to
support the gun rights constitutional amendment on
the ballot in the Nov. 8 election, according to the most
recent Des Moines Register/Mediacom Iowa Poll.

The majority, 58%, of likely Iowa voters said they
plan to vote in favor of the proposed amendment,
which would subject laws restricting firearms to high-

See POLL, Page 3
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