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 SULLY — Lynnville-Sully 
head football coach Mike Par-
kinson had a feeling special 
teams would be a big factor 
in the Hawks’ quarter� nal 
matchup with AHSTW.

� at feeling turned into 
a reality and Corder Noun 
Harder’s 59-yard punt return 
late in the � rst quarter gave 
the � � h-ranked Hawks a lead 
they wouldn’t relinquish and 
Lynnville-Sully went on to 
defeat the fourth-ranked Vi-
kings 20-0 on a wet and rainy 
Friday night.

“� at’s how you want to 
start a game,” Noun Harder 
said. “� at really rallied our 
team. Everyone executed that 
play and it sent us in the right 
direction.

“It’s unbelievable. � ere are 
no words to describe this. � e 
entire team’s goal was to make 
it to the Dome, and it feels so 
good to accomplish it.”

� e win sends Lynn-
ville-Sully to the UNI-Dome 
and the Class A semi� nals for 
the � rst time since 1986. � e 
Hawks won the championship 
that season.

� ey will next face defend-
ing Class A champions West 
Hancock at 10 a.m. on � urs-
day at the UNI-Dome in Ce-
dar Falls.

� e four remaining teams 
in Class A — No. 5 Lynn-
ville-Sully, No. 1 West Han-
cock, No. 2 Grundy Center 
and No. 3 Woodbury Central 
— all are 11-0. It’s the only 
class in the state that features 
four undefeated teams in the 
semi� nals.

Grundy Center, which lost 
19-14 to West Hancock in last 
year’s state title game, faces 
Woodbury Central at 1 p.m. 
on � ursday in Cedar Falls.

“It’s anybody’s game when 
you get to the Dome. � row 
all the records out because 
you never know how teams 
respond there,” Parkinson 
said. “No matter what, it will 
be a lot of fun. I’m so proud of 
this team.”

� ere was non-stop rain 
throughout the contest, and it 
led to a combined zero pass-
ing yards.

� e Hawks out-gained 
AHSTW 130-103 on the 
ground, but Noun Harder’s 
punt return touchdown and 
the Vikings’ three turnovers 
were the di� erence.

Lynnville-Sully (11-0) led 
8-0 a� er the � rst quarter. 
Noun Harder’s 59-yard punt 
return TD came with 2:48 
to play in the period. Kyle 
Squires added a two-point 
conversion run to give the 
Hawks a lead it wouldn’t sur-
render.

� e ball was on the ground 
a lot in the game. But the Vi-
kings (10-1) were the only 
team to turn the ball over.

Squires’ 2-yard touchdown 
run with 1:47 le�  in the half 
put the Hawks up 14-0 at the 
break. Squires � nished with 
43 yards and the score on nine 
carries.

Noun Harder’s night in-
cluded 92 rushing yards on 22 
carries. His second TD of the 
night came on a 1-yard run 
with 7:20 to go in the fourth.

Parkinson set up the touch-
down with a bit of misdirec-
tion. Squires, Lane Fisk and 
Bryce Richards set up “lead” 
blocks on the right side of 
the � eld, but Noun Harder 

reached paydirt with a sprint 
to the le� .

“� e line play was very 
big. Without the line we have, 
I don’t think we make it this 
far,” Fisk said. “� ey have a 
good line, too, but we were 
just gritty all night.

“We live for the rain at Lyn-
nville-Sully. � is feels amaz-
ing. � e school hasn’t been to 
the Dome since 1986. I love 
that we came out with the win 
in our last game on this � eld.”

� e Hawks weren’t per-
fect against the Vikings. � ey 
went three and out on their 
� rst possession.

AHSTW got a big gain on 
third and 16 but Luke Ster-
nberg fumbled the ball. � e 

Hawks couldn’t take advan-
tage of the short � eld though 
and turned the ball over on 
downs.

� e Vikings’ next posses-
sion ended on a sack by C.J. 
Nikkel. � e punt to L-S was 
returned to the end zone by 
Noun Harder.

“Field position was huge 
and we had it all night,” Par-
kinson said. “Coming into the 
game, we wanted to win three 
things — � eld position, time 
of possession and turnovers. 
And we did all three things.”

� e Vikings lost a fumble 
on their � rst possession of the 
second half.

 Fifth-ranked Hawks shut 
out No. 4 AHSTW to secure 

spot in state semifi nals 

 Troy Hyde/Newton News 
 From left: Lane Fisk (57), Jager Huyser (51), Dawson James (56), Conner Maston (7) and Corder Noun 
Harder celebrate Class A No. 5 Lynnville-Sully’s 20-0 win over fourth-ranked AHSTW in the quarterfi nals 
on Friday in Sully. The Hawks advanced to the UNI-Dome and will play in the state semifi nals for the fi rst 
time since 1986. 
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Sports Editor
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Solution to 11/4/22

To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear only once in each row, column and box. 

SUDOKU

Diversions


