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GAMESAnswers: www.thegazette.com/puzzles

CONCEPTIS SUDOKU
Place the numbers 1 to 9 in the empty squares
so that each row, each column and each 3x3 box
contains the same number only once.
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DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.
com or P.O. Box 69440, Los
Angeles, CA 90069.

LOCAL SHOWCASE

D ear Abby: We
have a group of
friends who get

together most Friday
nights. We go out to eat,
meet for drinks or gather
at one of the group mem-
ber’s homes for dinner
and drinks. One person
in particular constantly
complains about every-
thing every week.

They don’t like the
restaurant that was cho-
sen, or the food the host
prepared or the place the
pizza was ordered from.
Once, they kept telling
the host they wanted to
punch the host’s son in
the face because he was
rude to the host on his
way out for the evening.
This guest’s spouse also
nitpicks relentlessly. It
makes everybody un-
comfortable.

It has reached the
point that the group
doesn’t want to get to-
gether anymore because
of the damper this couple
puts on the evening. Is
there a polite way to tell
this couple their negativ-
ity is a drag on the group,
and maybe they should
seek professional help
or learn to keep their
mouths shut? — Down
With the Downer

Dear Down:No, there
isn’t. But you could stop
inviting this particular
couple. If you are asked
about it, all you have
to say is that you grew
tired of their constant
criticism, which put a
damper on the events.

● ● ●

Dear Readers: Time
flies! Daylight saving
time ends at 2 a.m. Sun-
day. Don’t forget to turn
your clocks back one
hour at bedtime tonight.
While you’re at it, be
sure to put fresh batter-
ies in your fire alarms
and smoke detectors. —
Love, Abby

Couple in
group are
constant
complainers

Sioux Center players run through the tunnel during team introductions before the girls’ state volleyball Class 3A championship game Thursday at Xtream
Arena in Coralville. (Savannah Blake/The Gazette)

RIGHT: Players battle
at the net during a
Class 1A girls’ state
volleyball tournament
quarterfinal match
between Springville
and Riverside of
Oakland on Tuesday
at Xtream Arena in
Coralville. Springville
won in straight sets.
(Nick Rohlman/The
Gazette)

BOTTOM RIGHT:
Ankeny Christian head
coach Michele Quick
(right) and Ankeny
Christian’s Katie Quick
share a moment after
coming back to defeat
Gladbrook-Reinbeck
during the girls’ state
volleyball Class 1A
championship game
Thursday at Xtream
Arena. (Savannah
Blake/The Gazette)

A tear rolls down the cheek of Heelan’s Lawren
Volz after the Crusaders’ state volleyball tourna-
ment quarterfinal loss Monday to Cedar Rapids
Xavier at Xtream Arena in Coralville. Xavier won
in straight sets, 25-16, 25-13, 25-11. (Nick
Rohlman/The Gazette)


