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Spartans shut down

Hawks in 3A first roun

42-18 win over West
Delaware advances
Solon to rematch
with Mt. Vernon

By Chris Umscheid
chris.umscheid@wcinet.com

SOLON — 112 teams took to
the gridiron Friday, Oct. 28 for
the first round of playoffs. When
the lights were turned off later
that night, 56 teams advanced to
the second round, including the
Solon Spartans after a 42-18 win
over West Delaware at home.

The Spartans received the
opening kickoff with Blake
Timmons returning the ball 48
yards. However, Hawk defense
stymied Solon, forcing them to
punt away. However, on Solon’s
second possession, Brayden
Moore capped a 66-yard, eight-
play drive as he scampered nine
yards for a touchdown and 6-0
lead. Grant Knipper’s point
after kick was good and Solon
had a 7-0 lead with 3:50 left in
the first quarter.

Timmons intercepted a West
Delaware pass in the second
quarter, and ran 20 yards to
score making it 13-0, 14-0 with
Knipper’s kick. It was the se-
nior’s second interception of
the quarter with the first being
hauled 25 yards. Brett White
found the end zone soon after
on a 30-yard run, and the half
ended with Ben Kampman
sacking the Hawks’ quarter-
back. Solon led 21-0 at halftime.

Mac McCarty made an in-
terception in the third quarter
and ran 40 yards before being
brought down at the 1-yard
line. On the next play, McCarty
dove in to score for a 27-0 lead.
Again, Knipper’s kick was on
the money making it 28-0 with
10:47 left in the period. The
Hawks scored with 6:23 left in
the third but Spartan defense
blocked the point after kick.
West Delaware scored again late
in the third after their quarter-
back ran 68 yards before being
stopped at Solon’s 2-yard line.
With 1:11 left, the Hawks scored
making it 28-12. A two-point
conversion attempt was foiled.

Timmons made his second
trip to the end zone in the fourth
after an 80-yard keeper to put
Solon up 34-12. Knipper’s kick
struck gold and Solon led 35-12
with 4:07 left to play. Brayden
Ruskey relieved Timmons at
quarterback and scored on
a 14-yard keeper for a 41-12
lead. Once again Knipper’s kick
was spot on, and the Spartans
enjoyed a 42-12 lead with 1:56
to go. The Hawks refused to go
quietly into the night though,
scoring with 24.1 seconds re-
maining.

Timmons completed eight
of 15 passes for 55 yards and
led the ground assault with
15 carries for 160 yards and
one touchdown in addition to
making two interceptions for 45
yards and another touchdown.

White made three carries for
50 yards and one score, Eddie
Johnson had four carries for 31
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The sideline erupts as Brayden Ruskey scores a touchdown late in the fourth quarter of a 3A first
round match up against West Delaware Friday, October 28 at home. Ruskey’s score made it 41-12

and Solon went on to win 42-18 to advance to the second round.
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Sean Stahle (13) and Trevor Myers (54) congratulate

Brayden

Moore (25) on his touchdown in the first quarter of a 3A first round
match up against West Delaware Friday, October 28 at home.

yards, Ruskey had one carry (a
keeper) for 14 yards and a score,
Moore made three carries for 13
yards and a touchdown, Barret
Schade made three carries for
three yards, and Mac McCarty
had one carry for one yard and
one score. McCarty also had a
41-yard interception.

Sean Stahle took four passes
37 yards, Oaken Foster caught
two for 11, and Cole Buffington
had one reception for eight.

Timmons also led the team
defensively with seven solo
tackles. Aidan Doyle had four,
White made three, Kampman,
Keenan Kruse, Moore, and
Stahle had two each with a sack
for Kampman, while McCarty,
Landon Shive, Rhyse Wear,
Austin Knight, Jack McCarty,
Brayden Miller, Dawson Ford-
ice, Austin Bell, Barret Schade,
Marcus Richard, Adam Smith,
and Kaleb Behrends had one
each.

The win improved Solon’s
record to 8-2 and set up a
second-round battle against

Quarterback Blake Timmons (2)
hands off to Eddie Johnson (88)
Friday, October 28 in a Class 3A
first round playoff game. The
Spartans beat the Hawks 42-18
setting the stage for a rematch
against Mount Vernon on Friday.

archrival Mount Vernon this
Friday, in Mount Vernon.

The Mustangs snapped a 19-
year losing streak against the
Spartans earlier this season and
defeated Central DeWitt 23-9
in their first-round match up
extending their winning streak
to 10-0.
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Brett White (28) lets out a victory
whoop after scoring a touch-
down against West Delaware
Friday, October 28 at home in
a Class 3A first round playoff
game. The Spartans beat the
Hawks 42-18 setting the stage
for a rematch against Mount
Vernon on Friday.
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Adam Smith (60) clears a path
for quarterback Blake Timmons
(2) Friday, October 28 in a Class
3A first round playoff game.The
Spartans beat the Hawks 42-18
setting the stage for a rematch
against Mount Vernon on Fri-
day. Timmons made 15 carries
for 160 yards and an 80-yard
touchdown.
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A young quarterback takes the snap on the
final night of the Solon Parks & Recreation
Dept. flag football season Monday, October
17 at the SRNA.

Final plays

on 2022’s youth flag
football season

By Chris Umscheid
chris.umscheid@wcinet.com

SOLON — For six weeks Solon kids
from preschool through sixth grade
learned the fundamentals of football as
they competed in the Parks & Recreation
Department’s youth flag football program.

A total of 181 kids participated on 21
teams with games held Monday nights
at the Solon Recreation and Nature Area
(SRNA) under the tutelage of volunteer
coaches. While preschool-fourth grade
played against each other, ten fifth and
sixth graders competed in a league with
Mount Vernon and Lisbon.

Now, with fall sports in the books, the
focus turns to winter sports and basketball
with three programs on tap:

“Junior Hoopers” — 1st-2nd grade boys
and 1st-2nd grade girls meeting Sundays
from Nov. 13 through Dec. 18 at the Solon
Community Center.

S vs. 5 girls — 3rd, 4th, and 5th-6th
graders. Practices started the week of Oc-
tober 24 and games will be held Saturday
mornings Nov. 12 through Dec. 17 at the
Community Center.

S vs. 5 boys — 3rd, 4th, and 5th-6th
graders. Practices will start the week of
January 9 and games will be held Saturday
mornings Jan. 21 through Feb. 25 at the
Community Center.

For more information go to solon-iowa.
com/152/Youth-Recreation or call 319-
624-2499.

A running back loses his shoe while trying
to avoid the “tackle” on the final night of
the Solon Parks & Recreation Dept. flag
football season Monday, October 17 at
the SRNA.



