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Search for birth mom, yields a brother

By Rebecca Peter

GARMER - Cheryl (Schle)
Farris of Gamer was bom
July X3, 1951 1 Booth Memo-
rial Hospital Dies Molnes.

“Mom and D (Drale and
Lilliam Schiled, rural Klemnsch,
brought mee home on Mo, 7,7
Cheryl sakd She knew froma
young age she was adopled.
When a school chum asloed
what it was 1o be adopled, she
was boded thiad Dxabe amd Lillzam
got 1o "pick her™.

"I haed a wonderful child-
hood and wonderful par-
ems,” she sakd "1 just thought
[ was spencial.”

However, about four years
ago, Farris comtemplated re-
searching whe her bickogical
mother might be.

1 wanted to find out if there
were any health concerns
that 1 oouabd tell my kids and
grandkids. That'’s the main
reason. Just to fnd the re-
cords and see what 1 could
Tind our”™

She was abo curious 1o
know if she had a half-broth-
o oF sister somewhene

Then, twoe years ago, the
lowa Department of Public
Health opened up sdoption
revornds,

Cheryls daughter, Hanoock
County Fecorder Tracy Mar-

shall, received the paperwork
she newded to sign and senxd
i ko Lhe State.

About 6 weeks later, Cheryl
recelved o document stal-
ing her birth mother’s name
was Carol Schoeckloth, The
baby’s nmame on the birth
certificate was listed as “Pa-
meela K™ (Dabe and Lillian
had changed their adopled
dasghters name to "Cher-
vl

Charyl learnexd that Carol
bocamie pregnant al age M. It
was a time when unawed teen-
ape modhers typlcally didn't
ke their bables, Putting the
baby up for adoption was the
THCTT,

She assumed that her
birth mother was .
bly deceased and Found her
obituary on a website, Carol
(Schneckloth) Hankins had
passed away on June 12, 2021
at the age of 6.

"I found out that she had
died just two weeks cardier,”
Farris sald. = [ didn®t know
gpuite whad to think at first.”

The obituary incuded a

The reserblance be-
tween Cheryl and Carol was
appareni,

“Since [ ook like her, | wish
I coatld have maet her,” Cheryl
sadd,

Carol Schneckloth was the

ollest of six children. She
was manried twice and she
Tead @ sinin.

Cheryl, whe  grew  up
thinking she was an only
child, discovered she had a
half-brother. John Pricst is
a retived truck driver from
Shenamdoah, lowa

Farris gave the funeral
heomie her phone number and
sskod them to pass i along to
Johm

1 didin't know i he would
oven call,” she recalled. "Bt
I talked #o the funeral home.
Ay hor later, he called me”™

She introduced hersell and
asked John i he knew tha
his meother hasl a baby when
she was 16 in 1951, (Jon was
b i 1953)

*She had a litthe girl and that
W b

There was silenoe on the
odhwer emd.

“It seemed bo me like for
cver, but it wasnh,” Cheryl
recalbed.

She expliined she only
wanled to know of any po-
tential health issues - heart
discase, etc. that could be
inherited. She also told him
that she had seen his moth-
or's obituary and kearned that
she had recemtly passed awan:

"Then he started talking,™
shie zabd, John had ro kdea of

hils half-sister’s existence.

Alter several emails and
phone comversalions, it was
Johmz idea that they shoulkd
et
Later during the summer of
2021, they met 21 Mat's Place
in Caarner, Cheryl admits to
beimg mervous at first,

1 didnt know what to
expect,” she sald. Her son,
Cody., went with her. As
it turned out, Jon also had
brcarpht his son along.

"When we got out of the
car...they got out of their car.
John came right over and
hugged me,” she sakd.

During that first visit, John
talked sbout his family. He
answered Cheryl’s questions
about family health to the
st oo hiis know! .

She  learned k:EE: Carol
worked for many years as a
wiitress al the Tall Coen Mo
tel in Shenandoah. She was
cmployed at Henry  Feelds
Murserics, and in later years,
wias & part-lime caregiver for
home-bound individuals in
the Shenandoah arex She
abso enfoved reading masrder
mystery books (something
that Cheryl also enjoysh

Johin gave Cheryl an afghan
his mother had made as a
memenio

"Moo whsen Lcall him, 1 sy

“Hello, little brother. He savs,
“Hi, sis. Mo one ever called
me that before. I different
for both of us”™

Cheryl  dossnt discour-
age others who may want to
kmsenw mrore about (helr fami-
Iy history, but she does have a

i

woed of cation,

1 wonthd be careful. Be sen-
sillive, she advised.

She likes the fsct that inothe
process of searching for her
birth maother, °1 also gained
a bredher”

Cheryl Farmie of Ganner and her hall-brodbher John Priest of
Shenandoah pese for phodograph after mecting each ofhr for

the first time. Submilted photo

The Mewering crabapple trees at Cenlral Park in Garmer are in

full Bbaarn this week, Enjoy! Rebecea Poter | The Leader

Third graders from West Hancock Elementary eamed about county government during & visit
o the Hancock County Courthouse on May 3. Jazon Lackoese, counly conservation natural-
ist, and county officers told aboul their respective duties. The class wasn®a able to see the
courtreom on the second floor due (o 4 scheduled irial. However they wene shown a vides and
lppred about the histary of building, From Garper, the class jeumneyed te lewa's Fossi and
Prairie Center at Rockiord and spent the rest of the day collecting fossils. Rebecca Peter | The
Leader

Britt City Council appoints new member

By Rebecea Peter

The Brint <ity council had
a bemgthy agenda on May 2,
inchucling the appointment of
a new member 1o the coungil
andd several public hearings,

Abby Posl was appointed
1o Fill the unexpired term of
Chal Luecht who resigned in
April. The term expiresat the
eneld of 2023,

The cath of office was ad-
mvinistered 1o Post at the May
mecling.

Public Hearings

Several public hearings on
variows  matters were held
with s wrilten comments o
objections,

The sale of property at 585
otk Ave. SE to Sandy and Joel
Garza was approved.  The
Garzas agreed to pay $1,500

pPhes publication costs 1o the
ity

Heartland  Asphalt  was
awarded the bid lor a paving
project om 2nd Sreet SIW,

Heartlansl’s bied of
SI7383665 was one of two
bids received on the projed,
secording o Wes  Brown,
project engineer lmom Bolton
& Menk. The bid came un-
der the engineer’s estimate
of $185.000, The ity also re-
ceived a bid of $220,009 from
Black Top Services,

The first reading of an
amendment o Ondinance
54 o increase resichential
andd commercial waler rates
by 3 percent annually start-
ing July 1, 2023, was held. A
sevond reading will be on the
Jure agenda,

The council approved var

fous busdpet amendnients to
the budget for FY23 a5 pre-
sented by Ciy Clerk Elie-
abeth [harrs, The anend-
s are due 1o increases o
employee health insuranee,
liability insuranee and em-
phoves salaries,

In other matlers

Thie council heard nonthly
reports from The Tollowing
department heads: librarian
Linsla Frivdow, public works
Director Vance | Po-
lice Chiel Mark Anderson,
Fire Chief Jon Swenson,
HLoming Administrator Mike
Boowmgand,

see Britt Council
onpg 2

Solid waste collection fee

going up at Klemme
The third and final reading
By Rebecca Peter of the amendment 1o O
KLEMME - The second  manoe Now 243 will be at the
readingof an ondinancetoan  June mecting,
increase in the monthly fse In his monthly report, Ken
for solid waste collection by Weiland, public works dire-

56,10 was lebd at the May 1
Rhemimse City Coungil meets
ing,

The current monthly gar-
bage, recyeling, and landfill
Conls are 5] 380,

It was noted at the April
mecting, that the city has
mt incressed our rales for
several vears and recent fugl
cont and yveardy cost of living
inereases have made B nes-
essary for ws to adjust rates.
Waste Managemaom s the
service provider for the City
of Klemme

to, noted that he has work
on dredging the stosms sewer
sysbem,

The paint For  paverment
markings along  Klemme'’s
i streed i5in, but Weiland
was unsure when lowa Srip-
ing can gt the jobdone,

Clean-Up Day

This Saturday, May I3, is
clean-up day for the City
of Klemme Volunteers are
asked to moet @ the city shed
al 7 am,

————

News at a
Glance

Hwy. 18
RR Crossing

GARNER - YWk om
the maileoad  crossang on
By, 18 by the Cueser
umbr yad B undkT-
way Ehis werk.  Modorisls
should be peopaped o ke
= allermale poul:  cheing
this e,

GHV Senior
Awards
GARNER. - Awands
md  awchobmships 10 the
Chss of 2023 & G
mr-Haphickl-Vinbea  wall
b prosemded  Thursday,
May 01, o 530 am. al
the high school audisod.

[

Feenstra
Traveling
Office Hours
US. Rep. Randy Foen-

sra (Hedall)  annotnood
that his offsoe will hold
sigg  travelisg  olfios
wntalives  fom  Fovesda’s
office will be m 18 Goum-
tex b belp  codsliacnis
with ceeacek melaling o
poporis,  velcrmms' B
Nz, M3 pooacs, and olher
el prosans.

A mpesentanve  (rom
Congnessmen Focana’s
allsce wall be m Hancock
County o8 Thssaday,
say 25 1K am
1230 pm. af whe Ciamer
Charnber of  Comemenoe,
&85 Siade Strocl
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