
TRAER – There should 
be no room for boredom 
next Saturday in Traer as the 
town officially celebrates its 
150th birthday with a bash 
designed for the ages.

Traer’s Big Birthday 
Bash — as organizers have 
dubbed the daylong cele-
bration — is set for Satur-

day, June 3 from just before 
noon to 10 p.m. in Taylor 
Park. The lengthy list of ac-

tivities planned for the pub-
lic party is enough to make 
one’s head spin — and too 
much for one article alone 
—but here’s a sampling…

The celebrations are 
scheduled to begin at 11:15 
a.m. with a family-friend-
ly 1.5-mile, untimed Neon 

Fun Run sponsored by the 
North Tama Spanish Club. 

Participants may walk, 
jog, skip, or even roll their 
way through the course 
where at every half mile they 
will be doused with colored 
powder. Those who regis-
ter by May 25 will receive a 
t-shirt, but participants are 
asked to wear all white and 
protective eyewear such as 

sunglasses. 
Proceeds from the run 

are earmarked for the Span-
ish Club’s upcoming field 
trip abroad. The run begins 
on the southwest corner of 
Taylor Park. For more in-
formation including how 
to register: https://neonfun-
run2023.rsvpify.com.
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Dengler’s other domain
Local newspaper 
columnist drafts 
new chapter on 
the farm

As much of Tama Coun-
ty’s tapestry of fields begin 
to turn green this week with 
young shoots of recently 
planted corn and beans and 
oats, a few of those fields 
were planted by none other 
than Tama-Grundy Pub-
lishing’s own newspaper 
columnist Sean Dengler 
who is drafting a new chap-
ter this year as a beginning 
young farmer. 

For the last several years, 
Dengler, 31, has written for 
the North Tama Telegraph’s 
opinion page through his 
column Dengler’s Domain 
which chronicles both the 
local lore of northern Tama 
County and issues that af-
fect rural, small town Io-
wans from the perspective 
of someone who grew up 

on a farm — specifically 
on a farm in rural Dysart 
although Dengler and his 
brother and sister all at-
tended and graduated from 
North Tama.

After being laid off during 

the pandemic, Dengler  — a 
UNI graduate with degrees in 
finance and electronic media 
who now lives in Urbandale 
with his wife Kim — began 
to find his thoughts more 
and more turning to his par-

ents’ farm. And as he began 
to help his dad out more, 
he realized farming might 
actually be where his next 
chapter begins.
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Beginning farmer Sean Dengler of the Telegraph’s Dengler Domain column operates a tractor earlier 
this month while planting a field of corn in Clark Township northeast of Clutier. 
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DYSART — The Great Dysart Gorge is in need of a 
makeover — and the funds to do so.

Beginning this week, Anthony Gasco with Accent 
Painting and Refinishing of La Porte City will be work-
ing to repaint the giant anamorphic illusion on Dysart’s 
downtown Main Street.

The Great Dysart Gorge was first painted onto the 
street back in May of 2018 by hundreds of volunteers in 
an effort to court more tourists to the picturesque down-
town and its small businesses.

With Dysart’s Sesquicentennial celebrations set for 
July 2–3 fast approaching, a repaint of The Great Dys-
art Gorge — which has faded and wore off due to traffic 
and the weather – was deemed necessary by members of 
Vision Dysart.

The Great Dysart 
Gorge seeks  

a refresh
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The faded Great Dysart Gorge pictured on Friday, May 19, ahead 
of its repainting which was set to begin this past Monday.

MEMORIAL | P2

RUBY F. MCALLISTER  
rbodeker@northtamatelegraph.com

BASH | P 3

RUBY F. MCALLISTER  
rbodeker@northtamatelegraph.com

Traer’s Big Birthday Bash 
slated for next Saturday

KENNAN SEDA | SPECIAL TO THE TELEGRAPH

In 1923, Traer celebrated the 50th anniversary of its 
founding. One focal point of the town celebration was 
the dedication of the “Legion Arch” which was built at 
Taylor Park as a memorial to the seven men from Traer 
that died during the Great War (1914-1918).  

The seven men include Edward Kubik, Clair Finch, 
George Wieben, Fred Pippert, William McTurk, Roy 
Pearce and Edgar McCord and they are listed on an hon-
or roll located by the Arch. 

 In 2023, Traer is now celebrating its sesquicenten-
nial. A cemetery walk entitled “On Behalf of a Grateful 
Nation” is set for Monday, Memorial Day, May 29. The 
program will begin with an open house of the updated 
military display at the Traer Historical Museum. Doors 
open at 7:30 a.m. 

‘On Behalf of a 
Grateful Nation’

Memorial Day cemetery  
walks planned for Traer


