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Inside the...

MONONA COUNTY COURTHOUSE

Veterans Affairs Office

G10 lowa Avenue, Onawa, lowa 51040 (Third Floor of Courthouse)
Office = 712-433-3710
Hours: Tuesday-Wednesday: 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Thursday: & a.m. to Noon

The Main Drutics of

Vieterans AfTairs Office

The main duties of the Veterans Affairs Office are
ter help velerans become aware of what benefits they
may b entitled to and te assist them as they navigato

the processes of obiaining these benefits.

This ranges from VA home loans to educational
benefits to disability benefils, o nursing home benafits,
barial benefits, to retirement pensions and much more,

Dion Thompson, Veterans Affairs Director, said the
main duty of his office is to be an advocate for veterans

and ther Gamlees,

“I do medical research, civilian legal and veteran
law pesearch, and much more,"he said *Some velerans
claims take as little as %= hour to complete the paper-
wiork on, other claoms | have up to 20 ar B lowrs inla,”

YBervices Vetearns AlTairs (iTiec:

Thompson deals predominantly with veterans, so
29% of what he does is geared directly to the veteran

COMMUnity.

He tries to reach the genaral public through siones
in theVieterans Comer anticles. Some of the articles are
geared specifically for veterans, but not all of them,

Im Bay 2023, Thompson will hit the three year mark

as the veteran service officer.
“What 1 like the most about my job is
being able to make a difference in the
life of my veterans and their families,”
b said A kot of what [ do leads to posi-
tive changes for them that will last the
rest of their lives. It may be in the form
of a pension or monthly check for dis-
ability compensation, or helping them
Ein RCCess oV health care, It :'n:ig]l[
b somiething as simple as helping with
groceries or utihbies, or any combin-
tion of all items previously mentioned.”
When a veteran opens up to Thomp-
son and start really talking to him,
shanng their stories, hopes, fears, anger or more, this

humbles him and he feels honored that they trust him

l'm:lugh 1o el thaat,

“I've had grown men sitting in my office in tears
whibe sharing their story and I've had a few women

walk in and say*l am about to become a widow amnd

I'ri eared 1o death” ar =1 have j|.|.-\.'l Fseonime 51 wichow
and I don’t know what to do“Those are hard conver-

sations o havve, very painful comversations, ¢ven for

me!“Thompson said.

FHOTO COURTESY OF DOk THOAFEDN

Thiz is a pictwre fooking from madn enlry of the courthouse down the hal,

Don Thompson

Veterans Atairs Director
MOCOVAE MONONACOUNLY.0rg

He said he thinks people know that when they come
into his office that they are in a safe place and that he
will not abandon them.

“1 sl o 1-1.'|'r!,'lhi1:|g | ¢an for 1|"|1~'r||,"|'h11|‘|‘|]:m|::|n
said. "This trust they put in me is sacred, and it is the
interactions with the people thist come to see me, the
work we do together, and the results they eventually
Fik] That, s my Favorite rhing aboant thes jrnl:u.'

Inside the Monona County
Courthouse fepfure conducted
by Jenna Comes, Mapleton Press

Inside the Monona County Courthouse #s a special feature to belp readers understand want goes on in each office at courthouse.

Feb. 16
Scarlett 0'Hatters

Maopleton Scarlett
O'Hatters will eat at the
Beef-n-Brew on Thursday,
Fels, 16, Maal Ulere al 11:30
a.m. for Moon luncheon.
Please be prepared to tell
about & funny and favorite,
ar mosl unusaal, or mysle-
ricus Yalentine you ¢ver re-
ceived, Planners are Bonnie
Banks and Sara Snow. Mew

meanbers welcome!

Dementia Support
Group to Meet

Dementia presents special
considerations for families,
A support group is available
through the Alzheimer's
Association to help find an-
swers, ideas and support for
families affected. The group
is open toanyone and meets
the third Thursday of each
manth at the Faith Lutheran
Church in Onawa at 1 pm.
Mext meeting is February 16,

A guest speaker will at-
tend to share information
about related money mat-
ters along with aeccupational
therapy ldeas for making
time with an affected loved
ane more positive and to
help them find maore inde-
pendence, meaning and
safety. Facilitators are Jill
Ehlers and Cheri Hardizson.

Feb. 17

Parents Night Out
51, John's United Meth-
odist Church invites you to
Parenls h.'ighl: il R ]":r.il;l;l:,'.
Fels. 17 from 5-10 p.m. Treat
yoursell o a night out while

Area Briefs

church members watch the
kids for free. This is for
ages 2 and older. The night
inchedes light suppser, mavie,
craft, snacks and more. To
pre-register callitext Daniel
al T12-B40-9062: Jenna at
T12-210- 1425 or Linda ot
TI12-251-5882.

Feb. 19
Castana Church
Pancake Supper

The Castann Community
LCC Church will have their
annual Pancake Supper on
Sunday, Feb, 19, Serving
will be from 4:30-6:30 p.m.
The menu is all vou can eal
pancakes, sausage, coffee
and hot chocolate.

Feb. 20
Courthouse Closed

The Monona Counly
Courthouse will be closed
on Monday, Feb, 20 in ob-
servance of Presidents” Day.

. 21

Denison Zone Hour

The Denison fone"Hour
of Prayver” will be held on
Feb. 21 at Faith Lutheran
Church in Deloit, The ser-
vice Is titled My Soul Re-
joices,” written by Rew. Dir.
Mitchel Schuessler of Clar
inda, and incledes hymns,
the Word, and prayer, Alex
Smith, from Denison, is
currently serving asVicar at
At Paul Lutheran in Carrall
and will take part in the ser-
vioe. Coffes will be served
at & a.m. with the service
beginning at 10 a.m. Every-
one is invited to amend this

Center
Mapleton, lowa

Serving: omelets,
homemade rolls,
toast, coffee,

juice and fruit cup

Spomsored by the MVAD FFA and FFA Adumnd Group,
Proceeds provide funding for FFA bendersip conferences

and ooimnliee.

Buy, sell, trade — Classifieds!|

FEA Omelet Brunch

Sunday,

February 26, 2023
8:00 a.m-12:30p.m.

Mapleton Community

Admission:
Free Will
donation

joyous and uplifting service.

Febh, 22
Yoga at the
Mature Center

The Dorothy Pecaut Ma-
ture Center will be hosting
yoga class on February 22 at
530 po, Join ws for an ALL
Levels class as we gently
move our bodies with our
breath! Unwind after a busy
day with this yoga practice,
Srarting with a quick puided
mediation and slowly mow-
ing our bodies, this class is
for everyone to enjoy with
the goal of leaving class
relaxed and refreshed. This
class is taught by certi-
fierd yogEga instructor, Chan
Follen, Please pre-register
by calling T12-258-0838 or
emailing ksandageswood-
buryparks.org. This is a
free class, Yoga mais are not
provided,

Feb.
Winter Tree

Identification Hike

Il;_ln:ﬁl'il'_-..'i.r'lg trees by ther
leaves and fruits is easy, but
have you ever wondered
how o identify a tree dur
Lng The winter wilbwoul Uhose
clues? During this educa-
tiomal walk, vou will learn
how to identify trees in the
winler by looking al lrark
and twigs. The program
takes place at the Doros
thy Pecaut Mature Center
on Saturday,. February 25,
from 10-11 a.m. This pro-
gram is designed for adults.
Diress for the weather and
wear sturdy walking shoes
Please pre-register by call-
in;g TlEEoR-0%38 or emails
ing ksandage®woodburyp-
arks.org

Reason #340

“Becauiie v like Tacts gathesed
by profossicnals better than
ramors repested by amagewurs”

Saulscribie & god e Tacks,

PIRESS
BN M gy

Birthday Card Shower honoring
CECELIA “TOOTIE“
BUMSTEAD

We would like to honor our mother
. Tootie Bumstead with a card shower!
She is lurning 80 on
February 18, 2023, She would love
to hear from people.

Please send cards to Tootie Bumstead
Pleasant View Care Center
Assisted Living
200 Shannon Drive
Whiting, lowa 51063

- Drinks-5 p.m. - Meal-6 p.m.
Vendors - Prizes - Games

Hanlin’s celebrate
50th anniversary

Richard and Rebecca
Hanlin of Schleswig will
celebrate their Mith An-
niversary on February
16. Please help them cel-
¢hrate their milestone
by sending a card to PO
Box 151, Schleswig. lows
51461.

Richard
ond Rebecca
Hamnlin

Ute VFW is having its
& STEAK NIGHT %,
FUNDRAISER

Friday, February 24, 2023
5:30 P.M.-1:30 A.M.

at Ute VFW, 113 W. Main 5t - Ute, lowa
AKA Sabor o Mexico

$60% before February 20
$65% at the Door

“Appetizers, 17 oz.
i \WIFW
Dinner Roll, Vegetable
"DOOR PRIZE DRAWING ~ VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS.

Come out and support your froops and veterans.
Your support is deeply opprecioted.

77 1 T 7 7 F—7
St. John's £°e I

United @S
Methodist

%?\1 Church
N\

Friday, Febh. 24, 2023
4:30 to 6:30 P.M.

e at St. John's UMC
n! 212 5. 7th St., Mapleton
Adults: $13™
Kids up to age 10: $10™
. |'.||_"|i'.'|_"|'_'.' im :"J..'||'||{'h'|r'! '
Call Glenda Muckey 712-840-1237
or Judy Martin call 712-840-9871




