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Feenstra preps launch
for his Agriculture Tour

Will meet with ag producers
as a central Farm Bill figure

BY ELUJAH HELTON
EHELTONSNWESTIOWA.COM

HULL—Sowing a new varlety of constitu-
ent visit, N"West lowa's congressman Is set
to launch the Feenstra Agriculture Tour on

Wednesday, Feb. 22.

Randy Feenstra said the string of stops
focusing on farming policy will bolster his
work in the U.S. House of Representatives.

The Republican from Hull sits on the Agni-
culture and Ways and Means committees,
making him one of the key players for this

year's Farm Bill

"I am working every day to defend rural
America from out-of-touch attacks from D.C.
bureaucrats,” Feenstra said. "As the second-
largest agriculture-producing district in the
nation, [ will continue to be a strong volce for
lowa agriculture and our family farmers who
feed and fuel our country and the world.”

See FEENSTRA on page A7

U.S. Rep. Randy Feenstra speaks Jan. 16 in
Orange City. The Republican from Hull plans
to announce the Feenstra Agriculture Tour on
Wednesday. It is a serles of visits with farm-
ers, producers and agribusinesses about the
upcoming Farm Bl Photo by Eljah Helton

More federal funding rushes in
for Lewis & Clark water project

Will receive almost
$80 million in 2023

BY JUSTIN RUST
JRUSTENWESTIOWACOM
REGIONAL—After recelv-
Ing $18.6 million from the
2023 Appropriations Bill, the
Lewis & Clark Regional Water
System offickally got its second
round of funding for the year

Lyon
rescinds
Summit
pipeline
permit

Board looks to wait
to OK right of way

BY ELUAH HELTON
EHELTONSNNESTIOWACOM
ROCK RAPIDS—Lyon
County repealed the right-
of-way permit for Summit
Carbon Solutions on Tuesday,
arguing the CO2 pipeline
company should get state
approval before cooperating

when It was given $50 million
from the Bipartisan I[nfra-
structure Law on Monday.
The $78.6 milllon Lewis &
Clark is receiving Is slightly
less than the about $90 mil-
lion it recetved in 2022, but the
2023 amount still Is significant
and helps the water system
get closer to its end goal of
being fully connected to all 20
communities by 2025.

Lewis & Clark executive di-
rector Trov Larson was more
than happy with the amount
the water system s getting
since there were some years it
recelved $5 million-S7 million
in funding.

“With the appropriations
funding, what we got this year
Is 10 years of funding in one

See FUNDS on A7
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Lyon County engineer Daryl Albertson speaks during the board

of supervisors meeting Tuesday in Rock Rapids, Supervisors
revoked the right-of-way permit it granted Summit Carbon
Solutions for a planned CO2 pipeline, Photo by Eljah Helton

locally.

I'he board of supervisors
originally granted right of
way for the pending pipeline
Dec. 27 — which would have
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allowed Summit to cross
county-controlled roads —
but changed its mind after
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They all need some sort of concemed adult that connected
them to me in the first or that will step up and help them.
ma Bahefﬁ SIOUX CENTER ATTORNEY
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ut homelessness and housing issues in -
hat is accessible, safe and affordable — s

more than simply a matter of physical shelter It is a matter of safety and stability. If also

is an important measure of the health of a communiy.
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living here," shesaid. :
m\ct\a. who specializes in immigra-
tion law, Is a shareholder artomey at the

Sioux Center branch of Woods Fuller

Shultz & Smith. S
In the vears since that first case, Bahe-

na's practice has been m:urwhvlmcq }{y
the demand for legal assistance in Cases

see CHILDREN on page A10

EGIONAL—Around 10 years ago,
Sjoux Center attorney Amanda
Bahena encountered her first legal
case involving a child who had
crossexd the southerm border and

was living without & parent of

ardian in fowa. ;

gu"‘llg;‘s]';msm\ came 1o me from nuxsfdt‘-
— Storm Lake — so 1 still was not aware
that we had any unaccompanied minors
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Attorney tries to help migrant kids

CHILDREN
Continued from page Al

Involving unaccompanied migrant children
living — often in unstable housing situa-
tions — in N"West lowa.

Bahena, who i bilingual, found there were
concrete legal steps she could take to put an
unaccompanied child on the path to sta-
bility and, In some cases, permanent legal
status.

*1 found that case to be very fulfilling, and
in reaching out to other attormeys who had
experiences with cases like this, | leamed a
lot about how unaccompanied minors may
get here,” Bahena sald. "But we're still very
much in the dark about the scope of the
lssue”

Southern surge

In recent years, the southern border has
witnessed a surge of immigrant arrivals,
overwhelming detention facilities, separat-
ing families and contributing to a humani-
tartan crisis that only continues to worsen.
Among those new arrivals are unaccompa-
nied migrant children.

The Joe Biden adminkstration was caught
unprepared for a sharp increase in child
migration bn 2021, which led to severe over-
crowding in border facilities. The crisis wors-
ened in fiscal year 2022, when nearly 130,000
children entered the U.S. government’s
shelter system, Including a record number
of unaccompanied children, according to
the Department of Human Services,

*I became someone that people would
seek out in those situations,” Bahena sald.
“In talking to hundreds of dients over the
last 10 years, | feel I've gotten a good grasp of
the wide variety of ways someone could end
up belng an unaccompanied minor, either
because they came this way, or because thelr
parent was deported or abandoned them
here”

When unaccompanied children are
apprehended at the border, or at some polnt
after crossing, they are placed in the tempo-
rary care and custody of the Office of Refu-
gee and Resertlement. The office secures
temporary housing for each child until &
sponsor living in the United States — often a
relative — can be vetted and secured and the

child can awalt immigration proceedings.
However, many unaccompanied children

are never processed by the system.

“The ones that are least likely to get assis-
tance are the ones that came in without ever
being apprehended — there are no dead-
lines for them. They were never placed with
a relative. They came in, nobody saw them,
and they're completely under the radar,”
Bahena sakd.

Many of those children do not attend
school, and some go straight into the work-
force, where they may be pald under the
table. They are in survival mode and may be
unaware of how to seek help.

“They're worrled about, “What am I going
to eat? Where are we going to sleep?’ Going
Into an attomey’s office ks not even a teen-
ager’s radar,” she said.

Outside the system

Once minors enter the child welfare
system, thelr cases are aggressively docu-
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Amanda Bahena chases after Alexa

Yo'

nder Ramirez Martin as he has the ball during an outing

mented, creating a written record that can
be used by judges in court to make further
rulings regarding thelr care.

Many unaccompanied children, on the
other hand, exist outside the system.

There is no record of their existence, no
caregiver to ensure they go to school, no
adult who can sign for them at the doctor.

According to Bahena, It takes one Inter-
ested adult to change an unaccompanied
childs trajectory.

“If they come to me, there's at least an
Interested adult in their life — 1 think this
Is really Important,” Bahena said. “They all
need some sort of concerned adult that con-
nected them to me in the first place, or that
will step up and help them.”

Sometimes, the person who steps in to
help & a relative of the child. Other times, it's
a coach at school, or a teacher. It may be an
older sibling, or simply a concerned com-
munity member who takes an interest.

Once that child gets connected 1o Bahena,
she puts the wheels in motion, and someone
— elther the adult that brought the child
into the office in the first place or someone
else — typically steps forward to assume the
responsibilities that come along with legal
guardianship,

"It formalizes that care refationship, and
the legal obligations come with it,” Bahena
sald.

As awareness of Bahena's services has
grown In the reglon, her practice has pri-
oritized cases that have the best chance of
ending in permanent legal status — a green
card — for the unaccompanied child.

If a history of parental abandonment,
abuse or neglect can be established, an
application can be made on behalf of the
chidd for Special Immigrant Juvenile status,
which must be granted by a judge.

“That can be a route, if they continue
through, to lawful permanent residency,”
Bahena said.

Other cases, Including asylum cases, are
harder to win, and they require regular trips
to immigration court in Omaha, NE, or Min-
neapolls.

In these cases, Bahena typlcally refers cli-
ents to other attormeys.

“Just becawse of lack of capacity, we're try-
Ing to focus on the cases where we can have
the most Impact,” she said.

Even when speclal status Is granted,
however, the process may be sluggish and
cumbersome, especially for children fleeing
Central Americas turbulent northeen trian-
gle. which includes Guatemnala, El Salvador
and Honduras.

"For kids from the northem triangle, that
Is a very Jong route. Probably, right now, that
Is a four- to six-year process,” Bahena said.

However long It takes, though, Bahena
sald once a child is pur back on the map,
appeolnted a guardian and plugged into
community resources, that child's future is
bright.

I have a lot of long-term relationships
with those kids — they have a lot of things
they have to accomplish to be able to final-
ize thedr status,” she sald. "But most of them
who do come in become more plugged
into the area, and there's very few that have
started with me and then fallen off along the

way.

for the group Amigos at the new American State Bank Sports Complex In Sioux Center.
Bahena is an immigration lawyer who tries to help migrant kids,  Photo by Aleisa Schat

Good Shepherd Church In
Sioux Center has been active in
Ukrainian refugee resettiement
efforts in its community; however,
the congregation has turned its
sights toward another group
of new amrivals in N'West lowa:
Unaccompanied migrant children
and other young newcomers who
crossed the southern border and
are living, working and going to
school in Sioux Center,

*Thay are in essance doing &
resattiement eflort on their own,
without any support) said Pastor
Travis Else.

They are building relatonships
with studants in Sicux Center High
School's newcomer program for
English language leamers. Some
of the students are in the country
without a parent or guardian,
*The heart behind # is just starting
relationshipe with the students” said
Armigos organer Alex Vasquez.
Vasquez, who gives newcomers
reguiar rides to school, is diractor of
diversity initiatives at Dordt University
n Sioux Center. When he immigrated
to the United States from Columbea
as a child, he said he never dreamed
he: might one day o to college.
*Starting relationships with the
students has reminded me of how
it was when | first got to the United
States, They're not even thinking
about collega” Vasquez said. *My
hope is that at some pont they
would, but nght now, it's just the
basic things”
Instead of making assumptions
about what would be most helphul to
the students, the Amigos group has
the students about what they actually
need.
Sometimes, Vasquez said, walk
meaning people wil give students
wam coats or winter gear,

“And then we get to know them,
and we're like, ‘Hey, why dont you
use the jacket?' And they're like,
‘Wel, we didn't ask for that’ So we
askad them, "What is it that you do
want?' And it was like, ‘1 just want a
friend, or 1 just want to learm how to
awim or nde a bike”

~Along with providing regular
ndes to school, group membars
organize monthly actwities lke ice
skating and swimming, intreducing
the students to spaces that might
otharwise remain inaccessble to
them due to language and cultural
barniers. Interested students will have
a chance to take swimming kessons
this spring and summer.

Chapss Bahena, who attends Good
Shepherd Church, makes regular
visits to Sioux Center High School
to teach classes on health-refated
topics to students in the newcomer
program,. The classes are part of her
role with Comenunity Health Partners,
Swoux County's public health agency.
Bahena is bitngual and serves as a
Faison between tha Amigos group
and newcomers at the schoal.
On Feb, 8, Amigos organized a
recent activity = an outing to the
new Amerncan State Bank Sports
Complex. Seven newcomers, church
members and their famdies played a
game of pickup soccer on the turf,
one game among many durng the
highly-attended open-gym hours at
the facilty.

“Marny of these students go 1o
school dunng the day, then work
through the night!” sad Amigos
organizer Lisa Wikcox, “Thay have
had to grow up very quickly, and
some need 1o be gven time 1o just
have fun and to be a kid, Our goal
15 just 1o build relatonships with the
students. We are trying to know them
better and meeat them where they are
at’

Doug Bergold of TurnKey Logistics speaks in favor of
the Summit Carbon Solutions during Tuesday's Lyon
County Board of Supervisors meeting. The board
repealed the CO2 pipeline's right-of-way permit it pre-
viously granted in December. Photo by Eliah Helton

Lyon County
board revokes
right of way for
CO2 pipeline

REPEAL

Continued from page Al

hearing disapproval with constituents and speaking
with county engineer Daryl Albertson.

“They're not considered a utility. They're considered
a pipeline that’s a different definition in code,” Albert-
son said.

The utility designation is central to the broader
political fight over the CO2 pipeline. Summit needs
appraval from the lowa Utilities Board to construct
lowa’s portion of its five-state route. With the uril-
Ity designation, there also would come the ability for
Summit to seek eminent domaln, the top objection of
many ant-pipeline lowans.

Summit has routinely said It does not want to use
eminent domaln, something Doug Bergold repeated
at Tuesday’s meeting. Bergold works for TurnKey
Logistics and works for Summit to secure the com-
pany’s non-environmental permitting,

He clarified that the right-of-way permit, formally
called Permit Number 703, would have had nothing to
do with eminent domain.

“If you were to take a look at the slze of the lowa proj-
ect, how many different permits we have to achieve, if
every county were to say ‘No, you need IUB approval,
that could put us a year to a year and a half out fur-
ther,” Bergold said.

Regardless, supervisars — who have voiced appre-
hension about the CO2 pipelines in general — sald
they were not comfortable proceeding while the 1UB
has yet to allow construction. The unanimous resolu-
ton that revoked the permit called the original deci-
sion “premature.”

Bergold indicated Summit will likely reach back out
to the board in the future as the issue will remain live
at least for the rest of the year. The company still has
ahout a third of its route to secure In lowa.

"It is what it 5" Bergold said. "If you don't mind,
we're still going to keep on coming In with our quar-
terly updates at the supervisor meetings. This way, you
know how many people we have signed. what's the
percentage — hecause we're going to do business in
the future. We're just going to keep lines of communi-
caton open.”

Based in Ames, Summit s one of companies seeking
to build a CO2 pipeline in kowa.

Using a process known as carbon capture, Sum-
mit's system would take the CO2 byproduct from 30
ethanol plants in the Midwest and wansport it to be
stored underground In North Dakota. The project is
marketed as lowering the carbon footprint of biofuels
and therefore making them more marketable.

Opponents say the Summits project and others
like it are essentially profiteering schemes with little
environmental or financial benefit for regular farm-
ers. Another objection has been the threat of eminent
domain for landowners on the pipeline route who are
opposed to the 2000-mile project.

Legislation and Htigation about CO2 pipelines are
pending in lowa on multiple fronts, Including survey-
ing practices, financlal and political affillations, proj-
ect safety and the eminent domain issue.

LAW & ORDER

CITED FOR SUPPLYING
ALCOHOL TO MINORS
LARCHWCOD-A 32-year-old
Sioux Falls, SD, woman was dtad
Friday, Feb. 10, on charges of
suppling akcohel to person under
legal age, gatharing where mar-
jusana is usad, Bres counts of can-
tributing to the delrquency of a
minor and first-offerse permiting
a person under 18 to consume o
possass an akoholic beverage on

p'm"}’ )
oting of Brittany Lee King
stammed from a Jan. 29 raport of
unce drinking supensed by
her &l Grand Falk Casino & Goll
Resort northwest of Larchwaod,
according to the Lyon County
Sheritfs Office

An investigation discovered
King had rented a hotel room
Sunday and Monday Jan 29-30,
at tha casno. In hes company
were a 16-year-old male and two
15-yearold famakes. There was
another 18-year-old male who
had bean drinking &so.

The two 15-year-old females

were found 1o be under the nfl-
enca of akoho! that had been
corsumed n the hotel room. Orily
one of the females was King's
daughiar,

The 16-year-old male was
found to be in possession of
marjuana in addfion o beng a
runaway/missing juvenie out of
South Dukota since 2021,

While speaking with the ooou-
pants of the room, the moderate
odor of raw maripana was emit-
ting from the room, according to
the incidant report

A search wamant was exacuted
on the hotel room that revealed a
significant quantity of marijana
as wel as scohol had been con-
sumed by the minoes.

One of the bottles of akcohol
was a bottle of Crown Royal Regal
Appla Canadian Whisky

King was observed buying
Croan Ropdd at about &40 pum,
Jan 20 at a Kum & Go in Sioux
Fals

The 16+yecr-ckd make was cited
on charges of first-offense pos-
sesson of a confroled substance

— marjuana and inferierence with
official acts.

One of the 15-year-oid females
was cited on charges of first-
offerce possession of & controlled
substance — marjuana and first-
offense possession of alcohol
undear legal age.

The ather 1S-year-old female
was cited for firsl-oHense pos-
session of alcohel under legal age
and providing false igentification
nformation

She said she and Highsmith
had gotien info an argument over
the use of a vehichs, and when she
stapped toward him, ha knockad
her to the ground, sat on her chast
and bagan 10 choke had

GEORGE MAN CHARGED
FOR METH IN SHELDON
SHELDON=A 31-year-old
rural Gaorge man was arrestad
avout 1025 am Frdsy Feb 10,

PRIDE RESIDENT CITED
FOR HITTING STAFFER

PRIMGHAR-A resident of
the Pride Group fachity east of
ang‘h‘a;n-as amrested about 645
pumn. gy, Feb B, on a charge of
assault

The arest of 26-pear-old Wil
liam Matthew Parker <lemmed
from him punching a Pride Group
fomale staff member in the face
after being toid he could not crush

e ooy s medcaon, ccade o e
SIBLEY MAN ARRESTED  Citance - moharmpiwiamine 0 B oo s Chry
FOR SITTING ON WOMAN an;i possession of drug perapher- oo the face

nala

SIBLEY-A 67-year-old Sbhiay
man was arrestad 7:20 pm. Surr
day, Feb. 5, on chamges of witful
ryry ~ causing bodly injury and
assa it

The arrest of David Dewayne
Highsmith stemmed from the
mvestigation of a domestic dis-
turbance call at a residence at
530 Fifth Ave. in Siblay, according
to the Oscecla County Sheriff's
Office,

A female showed the daputes
riuries sha sad she had recsved.

The arrest of Kent Douglas
Vink stemmed from him being
found in possession of a black
magnetic slorage bax contaning
several small bagges, bwo giass
pipes with bumt residue, a red
ocker siraw and one small baggy
containing methamphetamine
at the lowa Department of Cor-
rections Fiald Cffice in Shakdon,
according to the incidant report
from the Sheldon Pelice Depart-
ment

He was arrested again about
6:50 pm. Tuesday, Feb. 14, on
charges of assault and second-
degree harassment

he amest of Parker stemmed
from two incidenis with Prde
Group femala statf members,
according o the sherfif's office,

Parker allegedly threatenad
to punch a staff member in the
face and threatensd another staff
member, causing her %o run into
an office and lock the door The

two women were in fiear for Sheir
welk-being according to the inci-
dend report.

OCHEYEDAN MAN JAILED
ON WARRANT FOR METH

SHELDON-A 59-year-olid
Ocheyadan man was arresied
about 7 am Thursday, Feb. G,
on an (’Brien County warrant
for possession of a controlled
substance — methamphetamine
— third ar uent offense.

The arrest of Glen Allen
Dowdy stemmed from the stop of
a 2000 Chavrolet Siverado pack-
up about 11:45 am. Sunday Jan,
29, at the mtersaction of Ninth
Street and Washington Avenue in
Sheldon according fo the Shakdan
Folce Department

A smadl bag confaining & while
crystaline substance that feld
tesied positve for methamphet-
amine was found on the fioor of
the passangar saat whare Dawdy
was sitting accordng to the incr
dent raport.

A warrant for his amest was s
suad Jan. 30.



