Siow: Center senior Tatum Schmalbeck retums
or her fifth season starting in the crcle fo head-
ine a Wamors team that is aiming for a frip back
to the softball siate tournament in Fort Dodge.
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Municipal pools prepare to dive in

Facilities ready for
swarm of swimmers

BY ALEISA SCHAT
ASCHATENAESTIONALTM
REGIONAL—As schools let
out for the summer and tem-
peratures start to rise, N'West
lowans are re-upping their
sunscreen supply and unearth-
Ing last seasons swimsuits and
beach towels. In the coming
week, many outdoor pools in
the region will celebrate their
opening days.
[wenty-four-year-old Noah
Minnick remembers the child-
hood feeling of anticipation.
“Growing up, the pool opened
Memorial Day, and after church,
or if we were driving around

with my parents when | was
younger, we used to always have
to stop at the pool parking lot
and look through the fence 10
see if they had put water In the
pool ver,” Minnick said. "So,
I always kind of chuckle and
think about that when I'm filling
the pool or working out there."

Minnick Is the assistant parks
and recreation director for
Orange City, and next month,
the 2021 graduate of North-
western College in Orange City
will take over in the director
position when current director
Mitch Aalbers moves to a new
role with the MOC-Floyd Valley
School District.

“Three years ago, they put me

See POOL on page A12
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Lifeguards and reiumlng college students Emilyn Smit, Jane Taylor,
Sage Hiemsira and Jacob Squires scrub and skim the plunge pool at
the Siouxnami Waterpark in Sioux Center.  Photo by Aleisa Schat

with hestonc denom-
nations, including the
Reformed Church in
America and the United
Methodist Church, are spin-
tering along poltical and theo-
logical Ines. The choice —
leave or stay — reflects a decision
to pursue renewal from within the
denomination or find it elsewhere,
Armid the current denominational
upheaval, the story of leaving has been
the predommant one in N'West lowa,
However, this seres is about the churches
who have remained committed to their his-
tonc denominations, These congregations

have decided, at least for now, to maintain undy.
And they do so despite deep and sometimes
contentious disagreement — within their broader
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Parishioners of St Andrew’s United Methodist
Church in Sanborn gather each Sunday for wor-

REGIONAL—On a Sun-
day early this spring, the
sancruary of St. Andrew’s
United Methodist Church
In Sanborn was filled with
stained-glass light. Con-
gregants chatted quietly in
the vestibude before making
their way Inside, filing into

the church, a pianist played
a hymn

That morning, the church,
a small parish that until
recently had grown smalle
still, slowly filled with wor-
shippers.

Just weeks earlier, the
scene would have been dif-
ferent. Interim pastor Kris
Lien of Sheldon had grown
to expect regular Sunday
crowds of fewer than 20;
however, that number dou-

wooden pews. At the front of

NAL
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while not exactly full, are
bustling with a new kind of
life.

“I was kind of used to 12,
15 people, and then one
Sunday, all of the sudden like
20 people walked in from
Sheldon, and [ knew most
of them,” Lien said. “They
were just like, “Yeah, vou
know, we're just Jooking for a
place.””

In one way of looking at
it, the newcomers to St
Andrew’s United Methodist
Church are a sign that tur-
moll in the church’s global
denomination has reached
N'West lowa. The Sheldon
group started coming to
Sanborn after their church,
Sheldon United Method-
Ist Church, voted to leave
its historle denomination

ship. Recently, the church doubled In size after
worshippers from Sheldon began attending
the nearby church. Photo by Aleisa Schat

Jovion Willeadist bty oo loodsTe di-ision

denominations and, in some cases, within their own
congregations,

Terrmoil in some U)ot~

bled in February, and today,
the pews at St. Andrew's

See CHURCH on A8

Seniors spring for lesson
on seasonal phenomena

Sioux County SELF group
studying ‘Ology’ for 2023

BY ELUAH HELTON
EHELTONSNWESTIOWACOM

HAWARDEN—Spring has been sprung
for a while, but how do you know?

That was the question at Sioux County
Conservation’s senlor club recently.

"Lilacs,” answered one lady.

"Birds,” added a gentleman.

More than memorizing seasonal signi-
fiers, documenting this annual change
has a scientific name, phenology.

"By seeing things, just by identifying
them, that is phenology.” said county
naturalist Sarah Davelaar.

She leads Senlor Environmental Leam-

ing and Fellowship every third Tuesday at
Oak Grove State Park north of Hawarden.

“That was the whole kdea with SELE
let’s create a community where peaple
can gather and talk about the natural
world, talk about our space that we all
share together,” Davelaar said.

Starting in 2020, SEL¥ chooses a theme
for each year. 2023 is "Ology” where each
monthly meeting focuses on a different
study, usually with a N'West lowa angle.

Phenology, formally the study of sea-
sonal phenomena, comes from the Greek
*pheno” which means "appearance.”
Scientists and hobbyists allke can track
what specles and developments appear
in thelr area.

See PHENOLOGY on page A9
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Sioux County Conservation naturalist Sarah Davelaar gives
her phenology presentation Tuesday, May 16, at Oak Grove
State Park north of Hawarden. It was the monthly meeting of
SELF, Senior Environmental Learning and Fellowship, a con-
servation club for older residents. Photo by Eljah Helton
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Methodist churches face decision

CHURCH
Continued from page Al
last October. Other UMC
churches across the country
have done the same, reflect-
Ing deepening division in the
denomination. Among other
matters of biblical interpre-
tation, questions related to
human sexuality have been
major sticking points. The
Sheldon vote, which passed
by more than the required
two-thirds majority, left many
of those opposed to leaving
broken and reeling.

“I went to Sunday School
there, and 1 got marred there,
My son was baptized there,
and my dad was burled from
there,” sald 67-year-old Mary
Wallinga. “So, the bullding
itself has a lot of memory.
When this all took place
this summer, 1 could hardly
believe that it would ever hap-
pen.”

As of last fall, she had
attended the church for 64
years. Wallinga now attends St.
Andrew’s In Sanbom, making
the drive each Sunday with
her husband, Warren.

Until the vote, 69-year-
old Barb Burns had faith-
fully attended Sheldon United
Methodist Church for 34 years.
An active member of the con-
gregation, she raised her four
children in the church, and
she often played the organ on
Sundays.

After the vote, she and her
husband, Darrell, decided to
look for a new church home.

*1 fele like | was grieving for
a family member. The church
that [ had known and loved
was no longer there," Barb
sald. *It's always going to be
the church that I loved — it's
always going to be a part of my
heart. But you have to just let
It go — because it's not there
anymore.”

Sixty-nine-year-old Juanita
Thaden Is another of the for-
mer Sheldon parishioners
making the drive each Sunday
to Sanborn, and like Barb, she
sald she has always appreci-
ated her denomination’s "big
tent,” which was wide enough
to cover a diversity of theologi-
cal and political opinions.

“I just love the fact that
there’s always a church home
for anyone who wants a
church home," she said. “You
don't have to worry about
somebody being offensive,
You just come. They meet you
where you are.”

*It used to be known, Any-
body can be a Methodist,”™
sald 71-year-old Darrell Bums.

“That’s a positive — because
that’s what the church should
be, right?” Barb Bums said.

*1 was born and ralsed Bap-
tist, and my first marriage was
Catholic,” Darrell sald. "Like
I said, anybody could be a
Methodist”

“A divorced Catholic — they
even took him,"” Barb said,
laughing.

Sometime this summer,
Sheldon United Methodist
Church, which celebrated its

Acolytes Jacob Roelff and Luke Dagel light candles with
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Interim pastor Kris Lien reads a biblical passage from the pulpit of SL Andrew’s United Methodist
Church in Sanborn. Many N'West lowa churches in the United Methedist Church denomination
have chosen to disaffiliate, but St Andrew's has chosen to stay put.  Photos by Aleisa Schat

sesquicentennial last vear, will
remeawve the UMC logo from its
signage, choose a new name
and move into a new future.

To stay

It is not a new American
story: Mainline Protestant-
ism is in decline. Faith, In
general, s in decline, and the
numbers of the religiously
unafilliated continue to rise.
Still, amid decline, and at odds
with the dissent fracturing
many denominations, there
are small bursts of renewal
— tiny signs of hope that, for
the community of the faith-
ful, point to a God still at work
among a stumbling and way-
ward people.

Lien sees the unexpected
influx of new parishioners as
just that sort of hopeful bea-
con. though the story that led
to thelr coming is a painful
one, and it reflects the turmaoll
rodling in some of the county's
oldest and largest denomina-
tions.

In one of the earliest ser-
mons Lien preached to his
newly expanded congrega-
tion, he originally planned
to tackle questlons related to
human sexuality — Lien him-
self emphasizes God's grace
and hospltality, but he holds to
a traditional view of marriage.
However, when he learned
another handful of Sheldon
parishioners would be in the
pews on Valentine’s Day, he
changed his plan.

“Instead, | preached on,
‘How do we stay united in a
divided world?'" he said. "I
had a number of them come
up afterward, and they're cry-
ing, and they're like, ‘That is so
refreshing that we can agree to
disagree, but we can still wor-
ship together.™

The United Methodist
Church was formed through
a union of the Methodist
Church and the Evangeli-
cal United Brethren Church
in 1968, but its roots in a
Wesleyan theological tradi-
tion go much deeper. Those

roots were planted in early
Amerlcan soil by ltinerant
preachers, called circuit rid-
ers, who spread the Methodist
movement westward over the
course of the 19th century,
following John Wesley's 1784
commissioning of the first
Methodist Church in the Unit-
ed States. At the heart of the
tradition, which grew out of
the writings and teachings of
Wesley, an 18th-century Angli-
can priest, is a commitment
to personal plety and eamest
acts of sockal service. Today,
the UMC is the second-largest
Protestant denomination in
the United States, numbering
6.4 million U.S. members and
13 million worldwide, and It
Is among the latest Protestant
denominations to splinter

along political and theological
lines.

Before the UMC, other
Protestant bodles experi-
enced major ruptures and
realignments, and the last
two decades have seen
conservative Episcopalians,
Presbyterians and Lutherans
form their own denomina-
tions. The UMC and the
Reformed Church In America
are the latest to be strained
to thelr breaking points, but
the resulting upheaval has
been uneven, with churches
in the American South and
rural regions of the Midwest
disaffiliating from their his-
toric denominations in higher
numbers than elsewhere.

In N'West lowa, some
historically Reformed
denominations have nixed
the "Reformed” from their
names altogether, adopting
new names like Centerpoint,
the Sloux Center congregation
that historically gathered as
Flrst Reformed Church. One of
the first churches in the region
to leave the UMC, Hartley's
former United Methodist
Church, Is now a thriving non-
denominational church called
Grace Fellowship — It severed

-

the help of Rodney Rath before walking

into the sanctuary of St. Andrew's United Methodist Church in Sanborn. Each Sunday, acolytes

ties with its historic denomi-
nation in 2021 yet preserves
in Its name John Wesley's
emphasis on divine grace.

Observers of the UMC have
described the gradual break-
away of some of its churches a
“slow-motion schism,” and in
lowa, one of its catalysts was a
statement ssued by a formerdy
retired lowa bishop, Laurle
Haller.

Her statement, lssued fol-
lowing the repeated delay of
the denomination's annual
General Conference, was
intended to provide a way
forward for churches while
they waited for decisions to be
made at the denominational
Jevel in the spring of 2024. The
last annual conference was
held in 2019, before the onset
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Haller’s statement affirmed
the UMC’s commitment to
Christlanity’s historic creeds
and confesslons. However, it
endorsed a number of theo-
logical positions that many
conservative Christlans do not
share, and It affirmed views
related to human sexual-
ity that are at odds with the
denomination’s official Book
of Discipline, which prohibits
same-sex marrlages and the
ordination of LGBTQ clergy.
The statement also outlined a
“gracious exit” policy, the sep-
aration agreement adopted by
denominational leaders late
last year that allows churches
1o sever thes with the UMC and
vet hold onto their properties.

The window for churches
to leave doses on Dec. 31, an
approaching deadline that
helps account for the urgency
fedt by some N"West lowa con-
gregations to put the matter of
disaffillation to a vote.

In Osceola County, two
United Methodist churches
who share a traveling pastor,
Steven Swenson, have taken
markedly different approach-
es to growing dissension
within their denomination.
Ocheyedan United Methodiss
Church will vote on the mat-
ter of disaffiliation on May
30. lts sister church, Sibley
United Methodist Church, has
decided not to hold a vote, but
to remain affiliated.

Swenson, a part-time
licensed pastor in the UMC
who also farms and sells Pio-
neer seed, Is set to retire in July.
He walked his two churches
through the discernment
process, offering resources
representing the spectrum
of possible views on human
sexuality as well as the merits
or disadvantages of remaining
affiliated with the UMC.

“I'm trying to stay neutral
because | don't want them to
make the decision based on
me, but based on thelr own
beliefs,” Swenson sakd.

As of early March, 6.6 per-

In the last several years,
the fractious remaking
of Protestantism in
N'West lowa has been
most visible in two
denominations: the United
Methadist Church and
the Refoemed Church in
America, a refatively small
Protestant denomination
that is one of Amenca’s
oidesi, Historicaty, the
RCA was tied to a Dutch
ethnic identity, and

unlixe the aphicaly
dispersed UMg. the RCA is
concentrated in Caldomia,
Ilincis, Jowi, New Jersey,
Naw York and Califorria,
The chifts in bath the RCA
and UMC reflect decades
of mternad furmod, with
concanvative factions drifting
further 1o the ght, and
Iiveral factions further to the
left, each camp consolidating
ther political and 1
positions on different ends
of the spectrum of balied,
The disagreements
run deep, and touch on
fundamental questons
related fo biblical revelation
and interpeetation. However,
front and cender of these
debates are questions
related o human sexualiy.
The Rew. Efzabeth
Hardeman, who recently
accepted a call to Second
Reformed Church in
Pala, spent eight years as
co-pastor of Orange City's
American Refoemed Church,
one of enly a handful of
churchas in the county who
have remained in the RCA
What we've seen over
the last decade or soisa
continual push to polarize
and 1o pick = 10 chooss,
Yo docide. And then to sort
of slo up with those who
have picked and chosen
and decided ke we hawve a5
individuals — whether that's
a poltical issue, a social
isSue, a religous ssue, o
the inferweaving of al of
those!” Hardeman said
Like in the UMC, N'Wast
lowa churches in the RCA
have begun to leave the

denomination in droves, and
the churches who have left
often have done so citing a
dasira o satile defindively
theokgical questions refated
to same-sex marriage and
the crdination of LGBTQO
clergy.

Among the quastions
facing churches: Should
same-sax mamages be
performed in churches?
Shoukd people who are
transgender be walcomed
n church and affirmed in
their identities? Should
LGBTQ dergy be ordained
as mirésters of the word and
sacrament, even if they have
not made personal vows of
celibacy?

Functonaly, those
queshions Nnge on
the queston faced by
denominational leadarship:
Sheuld church leaders
and congregations be
permitted 1o follow their cwn
convictions in answering
these questions in their own
contexts?

“There's baen an
enormous amount of arcdety
n noethwest lowa” said the
Rev. Brian Kespers. I've
even heard some of the
leadership in the RCA say
that emang the pockets
of the RCA, this has been
probably one of the most
arvious pockats”

Keepers ts lead pastor
of Trnity Reformed Church
n Orange City, and last
year, rather than reflexively
put the matter 1o a vole,
Keepers and his leadership
team undertcok a process
of discerrenent with their
congregation

Wy goal, and the geal of
our kadership here, was
to say ‘How can we make
sure that we trust the Haly
Sprit 1o work through good
process,” Keepers sad, “We
don't want 1o te anxious. We
don't want jo ket ths be a
decision that's drven by our
aniety. So, can we create
a procass and create some
space for us to decem well
- tegether?™

NEXTANTHESERIESS

M In recent years in N'West lowa, the Reformed
Church in America has witnessed an exodus of
However, a handiul of churchas across
the regicn have decided 1o stay commitied to their histonc
denominations, at least for now, The different paths of
discarmment taken by those churches wil be the focus of

the naxt article in this senes

churches In the United States
— 2,036 congregations out
of 30,000 nationwide — had
been granted permission to
disaffiliate since 2019.

Lay leader Lols Marco has
been part of the decision-
making process at the
Ocheyedan church.

“We need to have them
feed like they had a voice, and
that’s why we decided to let
this come to a vote — because
we felt It was that important,”
Marco said.

If the vote recelves the
required two-thirds major-
ity, the next step in the dis-
cernment process would be
choosing whether to affillate
with another denomination.
Some UMC churches join-
Ing the exodus have become
independent congregations
while others are joining the
maore conservative breakaway
denomination, the Global
Methodist Church, which
came into official existence on
April 30.

In the lives of individual
congregations, the process
of voting, and the division it
quantifies, can be messy and
painful, dividing families, frac-
turing friendships and leaving
some congregants feeling
unmoaored, no longer at home
in a church that may have

Barb Burns lkens the expe-
rience to the grief she felt in
the wake of her first husband’s
death.

"The grief doesn't go away
— [ still grieve for that church
that | loved," she said. *But you
move on, and you hopefully
build something good with
what you have left.”

Wallinga said last year's
tumult ultimately enriched
her faith, and it renewed her
commitment to her denomi-
nation and the theological
tradition that formed it

“Last summer, when this all
started, | decided that [ need-
ed, for myself, to figure out
why [ wanted to be a Method-
ist,” Wallinga sald.

“I was a Methodist, and 1
took It for granted, which is
easy to do. When the boat
started to rock. I thought, you
know, "Mary, vou have to look
Into why you're a Methodist.'
And | researched, and 1 read,
and 1 listened to sermons.
And | believe that even though
It was controversial, and
the vote didn't go my way, |
became a better Christlan
because of it.”

“We all did,” Thaden sald.

"And that’s why 1 feel like
[ want to be a part of St.
Andrew's,” Wallinga said. °1
want to help them grow — 1

are designated to help light the candles at the altar during the Sunday morning worship service. cent of United Methodist  been home for decades. want to be a part of that.”
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HITS SHELDON MOTEL Lakeside man was arrested  SIOUX CENTER-A 22-year-  He had the strong odor of an

charge of first-offense operating
while under the influence,

The arrest of Jacob Van Beek
shemmed from the stop of 2 2013
Ford Festa on Cherry Avenue
near 2601h Street about three
miles southmest of Inwood fol-
lowing a report of an erratic driver
and him baing observad driving
aratically according o the Lyon
County Sheriff's Office.

He had bloodshot/watery eyes
and the odor of an alcoholic
beverage and faied field scbriety
fests.

Van Beek also admitted to
drnking beer and had an open

SHELDON-No one was
g‘ggdo whan a vehicdle struck tha
n Motel about 4 pm Toas-
davy, My 16

wenty-six-year-oid Luz
Guzman-Lira of Austin, MN, was
driving a 2014 Honda CR-V north
in the model parking kot when she
pressed the accelerator instead
of the brake, sast control of her
vehicla and struck the building,
accerding to the Swowux County

Shesiffs Office.
The motel reaceived an wsti-
The vehicle recewved an esti-

abeut 3 pm. Monday, May 25,
near Primghar on charas of first-
offerce operating whie under the
nfluence, possession of an open
contaner of alcohol and speeding.

The wrest of James O'Neal
Pressley stemmed from the slop
of a northbound 2011 Dedge
Challenger for spaeding on Hi
way 50 about two mies north of
Primghar, according to the lows
State Patrol

He displayed physical and
plysiclogical sgns of impainment
and faded field sobriety fests,
according to the nddent report,

old Sioux Center man was
amestad about 615 pm Sunday
May 14, on charges of sacend-
affanse operating while under the
infhoence, driving while barred and
driving without required high-nsk
insurance.

The arest of Edgar Salvador
Lopez Niz stemmed from the
stop of 3 2010 Nissan Murano on
First Avanuwa Southeast near Third
Streat Southeast in Stoux Center
after he was cbsaned spaading
ad a check of his licensa plates
showed the registered owner
was wanfed on a Sioux County

alcoholc beverage and an open
cortainer of Mke's Had Lemon-
ade in a cupholder.

Lopez Niz admitted to using
methamphetamine a woek prior,

A drug recogrition expert evaku-
abad Lopaz N and determined he
was undar the influance of meth
and unsafe to operate a motor
vehicie,

The warrant was for faiure to
pery fnes and costs afler pleading
operating while barred in May o
last year.

A warrant for his arrest was
Issued Feb. 2,

n Mawice on a charge of first-
offerse operating whie under the
riluence

The arrest of Riley James
Peterson stemmed from the
stop of a 2000 Honda Cwic for
failure o display a fcense plate on
Sacond Straat in Maurice, accand-
ng % the Stoux County Sheridfs

ICE

The oder of marijuana was
detected, and Peterson admit-
led to smoking mavijana in the
moening according to the nodent
repart

Feterson had impaired balance
and faied field scboaty tests,



