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Highflying ‘Peter Pan’ show
ready for Sioux Center stage

and Peter Pan comes flying in, trail-
ing falry dust and landing softly on
the floor. It is the first of five scenes
in the classic 1954 musical by the
same name that show perform-
ers suspended or soaring. In total,
there are nine choreographed flight
sequences during the play.

Before her first flight, 19-vear-old
Rachel Maggert of Matlock, who
plays Peter Pan, was admittedly
NEIVOUS.

*1 was not excited at all — | was
really worried about it,” she said.

After working through the firse

scene, however, Maggert began to
relax, learning how to move her
bady to control her position in the
air, leaming the lines her arms, legs
and back should make to evoke
carefree, hoastful Peter. During
some of her flights, she sings.

“It’s fun — you spin a lot,
gert said.

Eleven-year-old Annemieke Lap-
penga of Sioux Center, who plays
Wendy’s daughter, Jane, at the end
of the play, Is one of the voungest

See NEVERLAND on A6

Company comes in to
give cast gliding lesson

BY ALEISA SCHAT
ASCHATENAESTIOWALOM

SIOUX CENTER—This weekend
when the lights go up on the Te
Paske Theatre stage In Sioux Center,
Michael, John and Wendy Darling
will be preparing for bed in the
nursery, thedr feet planted firmly on
the ground. Minutes later, though,
the magic will begin.

The nursery’s large windows open

DENG
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Fourteen-year-old Anneke Van Bruggen, who plays Wendy, hkes her first ﬂoght
while 11-year-old Asher Hespe and other cast members look on during a flight

rehearsal for the musical "Peter Pan” in Sioux Center.
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save Manfred House

y H structure, bespoke and unkempt,

Daughtcr W Ol'kll'lg to was not rescuable In its current

rescue dad’s structure ferm. It published options for

what it is calling the Eagle Rock
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Worshippers
stand and sing
during a praise
song at Trinity
Reformed Church
in Orange City.
Trinity Is among the
handful of N'West
lowa churches to
remain affiliated with
the RCA, the church's

historic denomination. REGIONAL—N"West lowa

Photo by Aleisa Schat churches began to sever tles with

the Reformed Church in America in

N'West lowa churches 2022, departing in droves from one

) of the oldest Protestant bodies In
aﬁ'"‘“@ Mh hﬁlOﬂC the country, Decades of dissenséon
denominations, inchad- within the denomination took the
ng the Reformed Church form of an urgent question —
n America and the United leave or stay? ,
Methodist CthCh are swn. Amid the turmoil, the Rev.

; Ay Brian Keepers stepped before
m"_ng along politcal ?nd theo- his large Orange City congre-
logical knes. The choice — gation, which gathers each
leave or stay — reflects a decision Sunday as Trinlty Reformed
10 pursue renewal from within the Church. He preached pa-

tience.

“Theres been an enor-
mous amount of anxiety
in northwest lowa,"”

Keepers said. “I've

denomination or find it elsewhere,

“My goal, and the goal
of our leadership here,
was to say, 'How can we
make sure that we trust
the Holy Spirit to work
through good process.”
BRIAN KEEPERS, 10011y 87 0fMED paston

the leadership in the
RCA say that among
the pockets of the
RCA, this has been

the most anxious
pockets.”
Rather than
reflexively
putting the

ABOUT HALF OF AREA CHURCHES

even heard some of

probably one of

matter to a vote in late 2021, Keepers
and his leadership team undertook a
process of discemment with thelr con-
gregation.

"My goal, and the goal of our leader-
ship here, was to say, "How can we make
sure that we trust the Holy Spirit to
work through good process,” Keepers
sald. "We don't want to be andous. We
don't want to let this be a declslon that's
driven by our anxiety.”

The RCA Is home to some of the
region’s oldest churches, planted In
N"'West lowa soll by Dutch settlers in
the late 19th century. By 2021, however,
the denomination was beginning to
come undone, fracturing along politi-
cal and theological lines.

Along with preaching a sermon
serles about biblical discernment that
fall, Keepers and his leadership team
organized small discernment groups
composed of willing members of the
congregation and leadership team.
A congregationwide survey also was
administered early in the process

“This wasn't a matter of deciding
whether you're going to renew your
Netflix subscription or not — we were
inviting them Into discernment,” he
said. “But at the end, it wasn't just golng
to be abour taking a vote to declde what

See CHURCH on page A7
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LUVERNE, MN—Save the
Manfred House hopes to revital-
ize its cause with state officlals
blocking a restoration effort.

Built by Doon native and pro-
lific writer Frederick Manfred, the
unique building has been closed
since 2015 because of water
damage. The Manfred House sits
in Blue Mounds State Park, just
outside Luverne in Minnesota'’s
southwest corner.

Ihe Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources, which
acquired the house in 1972,
determined In 2021 that the

which would Include ar least a
partial demolition of the Manfred
House.

[he late author's daughter,
Freya Manfred. is leading what
has grown Into a yearslong effort
to restore the historic building,
She feels not just dismissed by
bureaucracy but ignored entirely.

“The DNR's response 10 every-
thing we've been trying to do for
quite some time has been silence,
a wall of silence,” Manfred said.
'S0, you have to try to fgure out
some way to jump over the wall

See MANFRED on A5

The Manfred Housc at Blue Mounds State Park outside of Luverne,
MN, still stands. It was bullt by Doon native and writer Fred Manfred
and his daughter wants the house restored.  Photo by Elgah Helton

Sioux board cultivates
new policy language

No action taken yet
for farmland matter

BY ERIC SANDBULTE
ESANDBULTERNWESTIOWACOM

ORANGE CITY—Sioux County
zoning director Shane \Walter
presented new language that
could better define what counts
as nonfarmable ground for con-
ditional use permit applicants
seeking to bulld houses on agri-
culture zoned land during Tues-
day’s county board of supervisors
meering.

There was no action taken on
the matter at the meeting since
it was presented to the board
for informational purposes and
to garner feedback. The board
wanted more time to consider

the proposed changes and plans
to provide feedback at its June 13
meeting,

I'he purpose of the proposed
changes Is to continue to pro-
tect the county’s farm ground,
according to Walter.

The existing ordinance allows
the ssuance of a conditional use
permit to build a house on less
than 35 acres of what's consid-
ered nonfarmable land if one of
these three conditions are met:

W At least 75 percent of the site
contains soll unsultable for agri-
cultural operations.

W The site is an lrregularly
shaped lot that because of its
area, skze or shape has limited
potential for ag production.

See ZONING on page A5

Get well, close to home in Rock Valley, IA.
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Kate Reuvers sings a praise song next to Rosalyn De Koster and Angela Kroeze-Visser at the front of the sanctuary of Amencan
Reformed Church in Orange City. It is among the handful of regional churches to remain in the RCA.  Photos by Cory Schmitz

Deciding to remain faithful to RCA

CHURCH

Continued from page Al

we do — because that's not
necessarily the biblical model
of discernment.”

Keepers encouraged his
congregation to consider its
relationship to the RCA as a
covenant, like a marriage.

*Sometimes, the cov-
enant has been so broken, the
healthiest thing Is for there to
be a divorce,” Keepers said.
“But that's like a last resort,
right? And If we have to go
that direction, we don't want
to take that lightly. So, have
we done everything we can to
really be faithful to our part in
this covenant?”

Dissension

Trinity's discernment
process ended in a decislon
to remain committed to its
historic denomination —
ultimately, there was no vote.
The church, which has a
satellite campus in Hospers,
Is one of only two historscally
Reformed churches in Sloux
County to stay in the RCA,
and the churches that have
left often have done so citing
a desire to settle definitively
questions related to human
sexuality, Including same-sex
marriages and the ordination
of LGBTQ clergy.

The RCA is not alone in
facing dissension within its
denomination, and along with
the United Methodist Church,
it Is among the latest Protes-
tant denominations to strain
to a breaking point. Like the
UMC, the RCA officially holds
10 a traditlonal stance on mar-
riage and human sexuality.
However, in practice, some of
Its congregations are “open
and affirming,” and in the
last decade, efforts to codify a
traditional stance in its Book
of Church Order have not
recedved the necessary votes.

Despite the denomination’s
official stance, departing
churches are not satisfied with
a church polity that allows
individual congregations to
welcome gay members and
sanction same-sex marriages.
Many have voiced a concern
that their denomination is
straying from a faithful inter-
pretation of the Bible.

“The presenting Issue Is
human sexuality,” Keepers
sald. “But the deeper thing,
| really think, Is 'How do we
engage difference with one
another — maybe at times
deep difference, where there’s
some strong passion in terms
of what we believe?””

Divisions within these his-
torlc denominations register
the deepening political divi-
sions of the culture at large,
but within churches, the
bartles are waged n terms that
are doctrinal and theological.
At stake are questions about
how Christlans should read
the Bible and make sense of
Its implications for life today,
Keepers said.

“What we were wanting to
do was to say, "You can have
your convictions. In fact, it's
good to have convictions,™
Keepers said. "You and | can
still be connected, and with
humility, still be in dialogue
with one another, knowing
that our unity, as brothers and
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slsters, In ks In Christ and His
life, death, resurrection — it's
In what He's done for us.”

Officially, Trinity has reaf-
firmed its historic position
on matters related to human
sexuality; however, the church
preserves space for sincere
Christians to disagree.

“We have clarity as a church
— and maybe not everybody
who's part of Trinity is in the
same place — but as a church,
our overall stance s that we
hold to a more traditional
position on human sexuality,”
Keepers said. "Equally impor-
tant Is that we want to have a
posture that loves all people,
and that seeks to embrace all
people. And we realize holding
that position, and that pos-
ture, ks often messy.”

Making space for disagree-
ment s not the easy way out,
according to the Rev. Elizabeth
Hardeman, whose Orange
Clty congregation, American
Reformed Church, remains
affiliated with the RCA. While
Trinity officlally continues to
affirm a traditional view of
marriage and human sexual-
ity, it remains in covenant
with churches like American,
which is home to some gay
members. Rather than choose
an official position, American
has charted whar co-pastors
Elizabeth and Mike Hardeman
call a “third way."

“It’s actually much easier to
pick a side,” Elizabeth said.
"This Is the harder way —
because 1 do have a strong
personal opinion, and so the
easler way for me s to hang
everything on that. [t Is much
harder — much harder — to
try to bring people together
who don’t have the same
deas.”

In navigating that “third
way,” which makes space for
disagreement within her con-
gregation, Elizabeth looks to
the model of the early church,
a diverse first-century move-
ment that took uneven shape
across a broad swath of the
anclent world.

“There was so much diver-
sity, and really disagreement,
about what it looks like 1o
be followers of Jesus,” she
sald. “And they kept trying to
cobble together a community
out of that, by focusing on the
main Issues around. "Who is
Jesus? And what is grace?™

Attrition

In 2021, Trinkty's attendance
numbers were already down,
perhaps a symptom of the
COVID-19 pandemic, which
caused attrition in church
attendance across the coun-
try. More specifically, Keepers
speculates that pandemic
protocols at Trinity may have
upset some members who
resisted masking and man-
dates. The steepest drop off
In regular attendees, however,
happened after the discer-
ment process was underway.

“Attendance before the
pandemic was around 1,000,
consistently,” Keepers said.
"Now, after the pandemic
and everything we've been
through, it's probably closer to
700 on a Sunday.”

Even with smaller but steady
attendance numbers, Trinity
s among the largest churches
in N'West lowa. Each Sun-
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The Rev. Elizabeth Harderman, who creates space in her church

for deep disagreement, talks to a congregant after a Sunday
worship service at American Reformed Church in Orange City.

day It holds two morning
worship services in its vast,
theatrically lit sanctuary.
Demographically diverse, the
congregation includes older
parishioners and voung fami-
lies; It also draws a large but
shifting number of area col-
lege students who fill its seats
by the hundreds. Among the
worshippers who ultimately
left Trinity, many found new
homes in the region’s break-
away churches.

According to RCA commu-
nications director Christina
Tazelaar, since January 2020,
the RCA's East Sloux Classls
has lost, or is in the process
of losing. roughly half of its
churches. Seven have left or
are in the process of leav-
ing, and seven have stayed,
although the number rises 10
nine If satellite campuses are
counted. Together, the East
and West Sioux classes cover
and extend slightly beyond
the coverage region of The
REVIEW.

In the West Sioux Classis,
13 churches will remain,
including one new congre-
gation, Marfa Magdalena
Reformed Church, which was
established as an official RCA
church plant in February.
Twelve churches have left West
Stoux Classis or are in process
of leaving,

Wanda Korthals, a mem-
ber of American Reformed
Church, was preskdent of the
East Sloux Classls in 2022 and
in 2021, she was In the first
of her three-year term on the
leadership team. Keepers Is
this year’s president.

“It became very clear three-
quarters of the way through
the year that these alliances
that were first just talked
about, and then we're start-
ing to form. had become a
very real thing, and had really
begun to stir churches who
wanted to leave the denomi-
nation,” Korthals said. "By
November of that year, we had
a special meeting, and [ could
already in my mind identify
the churches that wanted to
leave.”

Many breakaway churches
have gone on to join newer,
and somewhat koser, denom-
inational structures, includ-
Ing the Alllance of Reformed
Churches, a cooperative of
independent churches that
share resources and allgn
theologically on issues like
same-sex marriage. Since it
was founded In 2021, 149 part-
ner churches have joined the
ARC, 32 of which are In Jowa.

For years, human sexuality
has remained front and center
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of debates within the RCA, and
in 2018, the denomination’s
governing body, the General
Synod, recognized the RCA
Was at an impasse.

“The RCA has had and con-
tinues to have a traditional
position as a denomination
on same-sex marriage and
ordination,” sald RCA church
member Kim Van Es. "How-
ever, when it comes to church
discipline, theres no way that
the denomination can enforce
that on classes. That's not how
our denomination works”

This year, Van Es, who
lives in Sloux Center and has
served as an elder at Ameri-
can Reformed Church, was
elected moderator of the
General Synod Councll, the
leadership ream that guides
the RCA In carryving out the
work of the General Synod
between annual meetings.
She also will serve for the
third time as a delegate to this
years General Synod. The RCA
has an essentlally presbyte-
rian form of government, and
much of the decision-making
power Is invested in church
consistories and in classes, the
next level of governance that
includes representatives from
churches grouped by geogra-
phy.

“There’s been a number
of classes and churches that
have ordained gay people, or
put them in other offices, or
who have conducted same-
sex marriages, and that has
been very upsetting to other
members — more conserva-
tive or traditional members
and churches — in the RCA”
Van Es said. "There were vari-
ous attempts to change the
polity 1o enforce a traditional
position, and those attempts
falled. When that became
clear, that is when a number
of churches decided that they
could no longer stay part of
this denomination.”

In 2018, the General Synod
appointed a Vislon 2020 team
1o discern a way forward for
the 400-year-old denomina-
tion. Keepers was one of
those appointed to the team,
which guided the RCA General
Synod's 2021 decision to adopt
measures for “grace-filled
separation” with departing
churches and to appoint a
team to develop a restructur-
ing plan for those that remain.

Given the RCA had fewer
than 200,000 members and
1,000 churches before the
recent splis, the flight of theo-
logically conservative church-
es represents a significant loss,
Korthals has witnessed the
resulting upheaval firsthand
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The Reformed Church In America has been debating
issues related to LGBTQ inclusion since the 1970s,
and to some degree, division within the denomination
can be explained in geographic terms. Mary of the
RCA's more iberal churches are located in the east, where
the denomination first took root in North Amenca n the
17th cantury. Many consarvative churches are located
n the Midwest and West, where they were establshed
during the 18th century by a second wave of Dutch
mmigrants fleeing state control of the church in the
Netherands.

Kim Van Es, a member of Amencan Reformed Church in
Orange City, has held multiple leadarship positions in her
church and its nationa! denomination, the RCA.

*From my expenence, the people from all over the
denominabon who I'va interacted with take the Bible very
seriougly and s2e it as the inspired Word of God)" Van Es
said, “Their interpretabons may be different — but hese's
the thing: That's been true throughout the denomination’s
history. There have been very senous differencas,
ndudng over women n office, including over the status
of conscentious objectors, So, this is not new. But | think
what’s bean missing in corwersations in some churches
has been a historical parspective”

Rebecca Koerselman, a lelong member of the RCA
and profassor of history at Northwestem College, an RCA-
affliated institution in Orange Caty, agrees current debates
would benefit from a deeper sense of the denomination's

hi

story.
*One of the things the churches leaving don't fully

recognize is that we have a denomination that wrestied
with questions of polity, of theclogy, of practice and
meambership. We've dealt with things fke race and gander
and theological differencas in our culture for a couple
hundred years” she sad, “We have theologians, we have
arich body of scholarship, and we have samnanes and
colizges that connect young people to our denomination.
I'm not saying you can't do 2 thase on your own, but

#'s much harder to create them than it is fo use exsting
networks. And that's something you don't know until you

baave’

Koerselman’s father is a mmister ordasned in the RCA,
and sha is a member of American Reformed Church. She
has abways felt at home in the denomination, which has a
strong intebectual and academe: tradtion,

*Thera's something very reassunng to me about a
tradition that isn't afraid of asking hard questions - that's
not afraid of being wrong or exploring things, she said.

The RCA bekngs to the Reformed branch of
Protestantism, and it is rooted in the Dutch expreesion

of the movement nspired by the writing

and semons of

16th-century reformer John Calvin. Cadvin stressed the
absolute soveraignty of God, and while historically, soma
exprassions of Calvinism have taken somewhat stem

or nigid forms, Calvin's high view of God's power was
ntimately linked to his understanding of human noblity.
Caklin saw humane as fallen creatures, yet manvelous,
made and able to be remade in the image of their creater.

*Northwestern was the place where that really came
togethar for me said the Rev. Bnan Keepers.

Keepers is lead pastor of Trnity Reformed Church in
Orange City, which remains affiiated with the RCA, Before
he eamed his doctor of minstry degres from Westem
Theological Seminary in Holland, ML he graduated from

Northwestemn College,

*Thera was this sensa you can think deaply and critically
about the faith - that we don't have to be afraid] Keepers
said, “Thss is why | fell n love with Reformed theology —

the sense that all truth is God's truth”
HEXT AN TUECERIE
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W N'West lowa churches that have decided to remain
committed to thelr historic denominations have an
uncertain path ahead of them — but there are signs of
hope and new growth. The naxt installment n this senes
will tedl the story of N"West lowa churches that are looking
beyond gref and toward the future of their denomenabons,

— she was present at all of the
separation meetings required
of churches departing from
the East Sioux Classds.

“I grieved a lot last year,”
she sald. "There were tears in
some of those meetings — not
my tears, but thedr tears. They
had made decisions that were
tearing them from a denomi-
nation they'd known forever,
but they truly felt that they
needed to leave.”

In spite of loss and grief,
Korthals remains hopeful
about the denomination's
future, which includes the
possibility of new growth. A
number of churches in Latin
America and many Spanish-
speaking churches in the
United States have expressed
eagermness to join the RCA.

“I'm excited,” she said.

Belonging

Like Korthals, Keepers
hopes new churches, and new
church members, find a place
of belonging in the RCA. That
&5 his story, too. Unlike many
who attend Reformed church-
es In N'West lowa, Keepers
ks not ancestrally Dutch, but
after becoming a Christian in
high school, he began wor-
shipping at Hope Reformed
Church in Spencer with his
family.

“They embraced us. My par-
ents went through a divorce,
and they loved my family and
me kn our pain, and they koved
us through our pain,” Keepers

said. "That's where | experi-
enced a real sense of belong-
ing In the family of God —
which is part of my heartache
right now with everything
that'’s happening.”

He grew to love his churchs
tradition in the way you come
to love something uncho-
sen — something that first
embraced you.

“There are these deep roots
bur also this generosity that’s
In the tradition. There’s room,
— there’s space. It's almost like
the deep roots of a tree and
these branches that extend
out far.” Keepers said, nod-
ding to the denomination's
spirit of ecumenical openness.
“I found myself rooted in a
tradition that allowed me to
be rooted, even then, through
that traditon to the more his-
toric church.”

The tree has Jost some of its
branches, but Keepers already
has seen signs of renewal in
his own congregation’s dis-
CErnment process.

“"We said, "We're going to
wrestle with all this stuff, but
what If we could do this in a
way that we affirmed that our
unity is already in Christ?'”
Keepers sald. "Maybe that's
part of our witmess right now
for the world: In a moment
such as this, when there Is so
much division and polariza-
tion, maybe our most win-
some witness right now can
be if we can show the world,
‘Here's a way to disagree.””
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