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How to
Reach Your
City Council

members

Mayor John Hawkins
jhawkins@webstercity.com

Matt McKinney
mmckinney@webstercity.com

Abbie Hansen
 ahansen@webstercity.com

Megan McFarland
 mmcfarland@webstercity.com

Logan Welch
 lwelch@webstercity.com

City Council meetings are held 
the first and third Mondays of the 
month at 6 p.m. at the Council 
Chambers in City Hall. 

For more information, contact the 
City Manager’s office, 832-9151

There was love in those 
donuts. 

I'm sure of it. 
If you ever met Pete, you 

would know.
The humble man who made 

beautiful donuts died this 
week, just when he was about 
to return from a break. Just as 
he was about to crank up his 
commercial mixer and make 
some more magic.

Pete opened his little donut 
shop across the street from 
the Daily-Freeman Journal 
on a Thursday.  It was April 
7, 2022. I remember it well 
because I had just taken over as 
interim editor — the first time 
— so I rushed over, camera in 
hand, to get a picture of some 
of his first customers.

The camera’s battery was 
dead.

I rushed back over to the office 
and grabbed Helen Coleman, 
forcing her to take a photo with her 
cell phone. 

In case you don’t know, I refuse 
to carry a cell most days.

But, back to Pete. 
There was his partner, Rebecca 

Mines, talking with Tod Sonsalla, 

who was holding Millie Sonsalla, 
who was 3 then.

Rebecca was explaining that they 
were already out of donuts. It was 
still morning.

There were two reasons.
The first reason was that Pete's 

Donuts was a hit from the get-go. 
Sonsalla learned that day — like so 
many other loyal customers — to 
order ahead of time, which he did.

The second reason was that 
on that opening day Pete's 
commercial mixer had broken 
down. So he cranked up the 
kind of mixer most of us have 
at home and made as many 
donuts as he could.

He and I bonded over those 
technical glitches.

No matter that he got the 
commercial mixer up and 
running, it could never be 
enough. His donuts were that 

good. His apple fritters were the 
best I’ve ever had.

I swear, there was a secret to 
those donuts that Pete carried in 
his soul.

That secret?
Love.

Jane Curtis is interim editor of 
the Daily Freeman-Journal.

A humble man
made beautiful donuts

Share Your 
Views

Send your letters: 
“To the Editor,”  

Daily Freeman-Journal;  
P.O. Box 490, 

Webster City, IA 50595
Or email to: 

jcurtis@freemanjournal.net

Letters should be 350 
words or less and must be 
the original work of the author.

We reserve the right to edit 
for length, taste and possible 
libel, as well as personal at-
tacks and inflammatory

statements about businesses, 
groups or individuals.  Letters 
must be signed and include a 
full address, plus a phone num-
ber for verification purposes. 

One submision per month 
per writer.

Viewpoints

The First 
Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution

“Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment

of  religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the 

freedom of speech, or of the press;
or the right of the people  peaceably 

to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress

of  grievances.”

How to Reach 

Federal Officials

President Joseph R. Biden Jr.
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
Washington, DC 20500

Comments: (202) 456-1111
Switchboard: (202) 456-1414
https://www.whitehouse.gov

Sen. Charles Grassley
135 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510-1501
(202) 224-3744

https://www.grassley.senate.gov

Sen. Joni Ernst
730 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510-0001  
(202) 224-3254 

http://www.ernst.senate.gov/
public

Rep. Randy Feenstra
4th Congressional District
1440 Longworth House

Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

(202) 225-4426

Jane
Curtis

— Daily Freeman-Journal photo 
by Helen Coleman

Pete Lana and Rebecca 
Mines are pictured with Tod 
Sonsalla, who was holding 
Millie Sonsalla, who was 3 
then. It was April 7, 2022, 
the day Pete's started serving 
those remarkable donuts.


