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OPINION

The costs of a snowstorm

Snow storms can be a fairly frequent oc-
currence in Iowa. These storms bring out
emergency responders, panicked grocery
store shoppers, and the familiar orange
trucks clearing Iowa’s roads. But just how
much does a snowstorm cost the state?

As part of their presentation to the

MEGAN . .
JONES House Transportation Committee, the De-

partment of Transportation took a look
IOWA HOUSE

at the impact of the winter storm that hit
Iowa just a couple of months ago around
Christmas. That storm impacted DOT op-
erations for nine days and also impacted their budget.

During the storm, DOT staff logged almost 61,000 winter
function hours. This includes plowing snow, snow blowing
operations, making the salt brine laid down on roads before
the storm, and post-storm truck cleanup and maintenance.
Eighty-two of the department’s employees were out working
every day from Dec. 21-29. The storm’s total cost for labor
came to $2.6 million.

The costs of a storm aren't limited to personnel. There are
equipment costs as well. These totaled $1.2 million for the
Christmas storm. And then there are the materials used. The
dollars spend on sand, salt, brine and other items used to
prepare and clean up the storm came to an additional $1.6
million. Totaled up, the DOT spent $5.2 million during those
nine days to keep Iowa’s roads open and safe for travel.

Over $5 million for one storm seems like a lot, but this is
Iowa and Iowans know winter can be unpredictable. That is
why the Department of Transportation’s budget always in-
cludes funding for winter operations. Through Valentine’s
Day, the department has, so far, spent a total of $25 million
on winter operations.

ARGUS ON CURRENT EVENTS

George Washington’s birthday will be
celebrated today with speeches and a
fife and drum corps recital at his Virgin-
ia plantation Mt. Vernon. That’s where he
raised tobacco, he brewed beer, he dis-
tilled whiskey and he grew hemp. Re-
cently inspectors even found crack in the
Washington Monument.

The Food and Drug Administration ap-
proved a new drug that reduces brain
plaque and can help treat Alzheimer’s
and slow cognitive decline. The entire en-
tertainment community was saddened Friday to learn that
Bruce Willis has dementia. Doctors give him four-to-eight
years in the White House.

Biden underwent his physical on Thursday and the doctor
says he’s in excellent health and able to execute his duties as
president. Fortunately he doesn’t need a heart stent. During
the exam, the doctor floated the idea of performing a bal-
loon angioplasty but Biden shot it down out of habit.

Tom Cruise was the talk of the Academy Award nominees’
luncheon at the Beverly Hilton last week. Everyone was glad
to see him but kidded him for looking like Trump, wearing
orange facial spray tan. He’ll soon be shooting his next mov-
ie, Top Gun Maverick Pops a Few Chinese Spy Balloons.

The White House admitted Friday it did not have any idea
the identity of the three approaching objects over the Yukon,
Canada and Lake Huron. So they could have been UFOs. Las
Vegas casino bookies are poring over last year’s proposition
bets to see if anyone had Intergalactic War in February.

Petroleum Journal reports new federal regulations re-
duced U.S. oil production by twenty percent from three
years ago. The good news is, the engineers at General Mo-
tors say they've just created a car that runs on water. The
water comes in three grades, Camp LeJeune, Flint and East
Palestine, Ohio.

Don Lemon apologized Friday for telling CNN viewers that
GOP presidential candidate Nikki Haley is past her prime as
a woman at age 51. He insisted on-air that he looked up on
Google himself. Don Lemon is such a train wreck Pete Butti-
gieg is blaming him on the Trump Administration.

Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg said East Palestine
won't receive FEMA money because Norfolk Southern Rail-
road agreed to pay toxic damages. He’s playing it by the book.
Pete Buttigieg appeared on a video call Saturday and prom-
ised to investigate the chemical spill for any signs of racism.

Donald Trump will travel to East Palestine, Ohio, Wednes-
day where the train derailment caused a hazardous chemical
leak into the creek, the drinking water and into the air. He’s
expected to tell the residents the train wreck was rigged, the
chemical spill was rigged, the Super Bowl was rigged. Sad.

Mike Pence vowed to fight a subpoena by Trump’s Special
Counsel investigating the Jan. 6 U.S. Capitol invasion and
Trump’s culpability for it. Both political parties provide the
entertainment. The FBI raided Hillary’s house in Chappaqua
and walked out with a box full of classified suicide notes.
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GOD BLESS AMERICA,
HOW IS EVERYBODY?

LETTERS WELCOME — Readers are invited to submit letters to the editor with
comments, criticisms, praise and/or questions about issues of interest. The

editor reserves the right to edit letters. All need to be signed. Unsigned letters
will not be considered. Readers should include their address and phone num-
ber to verify their identity. Addresses and phone numbers will not be printed.

OPINION NOTICE — The opinions expressed in columns, guest editorials and
letters to the editor are not necessarily shared by the Spencer Reporter staff.
This page is an open forum for ideas spanning a broad spectrum of topics.

COFFEE WITH THE EDITOR — Spencer Reporter Managing Editor Randy M.
Cauthron invites readers to join him for “Coffee with the Editor” from 7-8 a.m.
on Fridays in the Grand Ave Community Outreach dining room. Coffee and
conversation. News and views. An idea exchange. Be a part of the dialogue.

ONE MAN’S PERSPECTIVE

Nearly 3 decades of mat time

5 I promise this will be my last wrestling
column for a while, but it was a bittersweet
. weekend for my wife and I as we watched our

B ©  youngest son take the mat for a final time.
. “w== | And he did it on the grandest stage any high
> M school wrestler could wish to wrap up their
RANDY M. career, the Iowa High School Athletic Associa-
CAUTHRON tion’s boys state wrestling tournament.
For 27 years, Leah and I have had boys on
SPENCER REPORTER

the wrestling mats in northwest Iowa. The
oldest of our five boys started wrestling at
age 6 in Rock Valley and so began our jour-
ney in the sport which has defined this state for decades. And
all of our male children followed suit. It was a learning experi-
ence for the two parental units as football, basketball and base-
ball/softball were the sports we knew growing up. But wres-
tling has become such a part of our lives I can’t imagine what
we would have done without it. We both enjoy the countdown
each season and pretty much calendar our lives around the Ti-
ger mat schedule December through February.

Three of our five young men grew up also loving basketball.
They played through middle school but we’re always told they
were too small. Hey, when your mom is 4-foot-10, it’s in the ge-
netics man. So instead they embraced wrestling.

There is something about this sport. Like other individual
high school sports such as swimming and tennis, in wrestling
your size doesn’t matter. What matters is your dedication and
work ethic. How much time are you willing to put in the wres-
tling room? How much effort are you willing to give? What are
you going to do in the weight room when you're in there? How
much of your summer will you give up to go to camps? How
focused can you be when it comes to your eating habits when
you're surrounded by friends who don’t have to be? Ultimately,
what are you willing to sacrifice and endure to be the best you
can be? Are you willing to pay such a tremendous price? Some
are, some aren't.

When you're on the mat, it’s just you and the other guy.
You're best against their best. If you win or lose it’s on you,
there are no teammates out there with you.

There is no parental politics involved. You claim your spot in
the wrestling room be earning it, defeating the others at your
weight. For those who don’t secure that varsity opportunity,
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they must continue to hone their skills, working in limited JV
competition and drilling against those also seeking that vaunt-
ed varsity role.

For my wife and I, nearly three decades have come to an
end. From weekend elementary tournaments to middle school
meets, AAU events in Des Moines and a busy high school
schedule, the final son made his mark last week in Des Moines
and it couldn’t have been sweeter. Competing against the best
the state has to offer, and coming in as the No. 20 seed, he
went 3-2, defeating the No. 13 and 14 seeds along the way, he
earned a spot somewhere between nine and 12 in the state’s
largest class at 113 pounds, following his brother Case who ap-
peared in the weight class at the state event as a junior. For
Gabe his disappointment at not making the medal stand, go-
ing toe-to-toe with the No. 4 and 8 seeds but coming up a bit
short, was tempered by moments of victory on the big stage.
He won two matches by second period fall and earned a tech
fall in another. Along his state path, he also had an opportuni-
ty to avenge a pair of losses from the season, ending both boys
state tournament competition journeys.

It would be impossible to adequately thank the coaches who
have poured into our boys over the years. From those who ded-
icated time to the youth program to their middle school men-
tors and ultimately high school coaches Dave Schaefer and
Adam Gress — and their assistants — for taking boys and mak-
ing them men.

As for Leah and I, where do a couple of wrestling parents go
from here? Well, Case will be entering his third year as a mem-
ber of the Northwestern College squad in Orange City where
he had competed as the team’s 125 pounder. Gabe has been in-
vited to visit the Red Raider campus as well. So our wrestling
journey has not quite ended yet.

In the meantime, we have a couple of grandsons who are
spending time on the mat, and I wouldn't at all be surprised to
see a granddaughter or two competing in girls competition.

I'm optimistic the Cauthron name will continue to be part of
the Spencer youth, middle and high school wrestling programs
for years to come.

Be well. Stay healthy. God bless.

And as always, what say you?

« Randy Cauthron can be reached at rcauthron@spencerdailyreporter.com.

Book banning — no, age appropriate — yes

Friends, many people have been emailing
me, calling me and contacting me regard-
ing book banning. First off, I am 100% not
in favor of banning any books, no matter the
subject. Books, to me, are that important,
even if what they say is not something I like.

JOHN When it comes to our public schools, howev-
WILLS er, we do have a responsibility to make sure
p— that there is age appropriate, and parent ap-

proved materials in our classrooms that help
our children become the best educated to
take on the challenges of the future.

I will tell you that I am not in favor of banning any book,
once again. [ will remind you that a big push a few years ago by
the other side of the political spectrum than mine, was to ban
“To Kill a Mockingbird” and “Huckleberry Finn” among others,
many of these were books that I view as formative in my grow-
ing up. These books were required material in my high school
and today some are calling for them to be banned. I say no!
Those who say to ban these books have their reason, I'm sure.

Recently the Government Oversight Committee of the Iowa
House brought five Iowa moms to share their experiences
in challenging age-inappropriate books in their children’s li-
brary or curriculum. During the committee meeting the mom’s
shared explicit sexual content, disturbing accounts of violent
sexual assault and rape, and pedophilia.

As I go door to door to talk with parents, the common theme
is not that they want books banned; parents want the knowl-
edge of what their child is exposed to in school. Parents want a
say in the raising of their own children. It would be one thing
if we were talking about a few swear words or romantic scenes,
but we are talking about content that is pornographic in nature.

I'm going to share an example in a bit but want to give clear
warning that the material is explicit.

If you are skeptical or doubt what I am saying look the ma-
terial up yourselves. Some of these books have images which
I will not share. To put it in perspective, television reporters
were present at the Oversight Committee recently and one of
the reporters said, exasperated, I can’t put that stuff on TV. If it
can’t go on TV then why should it go directly to our children?

In the examples that follow, all three are found in school dis-
tricts all across Iowa.

“Let’s Talk About It” is a graphic novel described as “The
Teens Guide to Sex, Relationships and Being a Human.” The
book contains sexually explicit illustrations with instructions,
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tips and suggestions on how to perform various sex acts along
with masturbation. The book also suggests safe ways to con-
sume porn.

“Gender Queer” is a graphic novel about gender identity and
sexual orientation written to relate to others who are strug-
gling with gender identity. The book explores the use of pro-
nouns and hormone-blocking therapies. It contains graphic il-
lustrations of oral sex.

“Push” is described by Booklooks.org as a “heavily sexually
abused teenager’s life circumstances change when a new men-
tor teaches her to read.” The book contains detailed and dis-
turbing instances of incest and sexual molestation.

What are we talking about anyway? I am going to go out on a
limb with a fairly moderate piece that is in these books. Below is
an excerpt from the book Push that I mentioned above. It is very
explicit but not the worst example that could have been found. I
debated about sharing this because I know the newspapers will
not publish it, but why? If it is good enough for the schools, isn't
it good enough for the papers? Shouldn't parents have the right
to decide if their children read the material below?

«EDITOR’S NOTE: Graphic content from this column has been removed.
Find complete column online at www.spencerdailyreporter.com

Again, we are not talking about banning books, but we are
talking about ensuring sexually explicit materials are age ap-
propriate and not able to be viewed without parents knowing
about it and their consent. Our system to review this type of
material is just not working and it needs to be fixed. You would
assume that parents might be able to remove an offensive
book or ensure their child needs permission to get it should
be easy, right? It isn’t easy. The process to challenge a book is
a bureaucratic nightmare and most parents can’t navigate the
challenges to get through it.

I've been told this isn't really a big problem anyway so why
waste the state and school’s resources on it. Recently we did a
search of 51 schools for these explicit books that really do not
have a lot of educational worth and found that all 51 schools in
Iowa that were searched have some of them. Some schools had
as many as 71 books that we searched for that deal with under-
age sexual encounters, LGBTQ encounters, and other sexual
encounters. To make an example for House District 10 because
I have been told that this isn’t an issue in conservative north-
west Iowa, the Spirit Lake School District has 12 of the books
like the one I will have an excerpt from below. It certainly is a
problem in northwest Iowa that I seek to fix.

DO JUST ONE THING BY DANNY SEO

If you want to live in harmony with wildlife but also enjoy a yard filled with beautiful flowers, consider blossoms that look great
but are unpalatable to animals. Daffodils are a winner — they flourish and are detested by squirrels, rabbits and deer because of
their foul taste. Other types of flowers include alliums (from the onion family), hyacinth and geraniums, which all can be planted
at the borders of gardens to act as a repellant, preventing animals from dining on the flowers they do love.

Did you know it’s easy to make a live trap to capture mice that might be in your home? Just place dry oatmeal and peanut butter
inside a small plastic trash can, then stack books along the edge so the mice can climb up the books and jump into the trash can.
They'll get their treat, but they’ll be unable to scale the high walls and escape. Be sure to release the mice at least 1 mile away from

your home so they won’t come straight back to your house.
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received after the deadline will be

afirst-come, first-serve basis. Every
effortis made to publish submitted
announcements in a timely manner.
The Spencer Reporter does not guar-
antee publication. Announcements

not published. The Spencer Reporter
reserve theright to edit all material to
match the paper’s format.

Tuesday or Friday. Basic notices are

theirimmediate families.
OBITUARIES — Information should
be submitted as soon as possible.
Obituaries received by 4 p.m. will
appear in the next edition on

ANNIVERSARIES — Forms must
be received 30 days priorto or no
later than 30 days after the event.

provided by the Spencer Reporter as
a free service to county residents and

WEDDINGS — Forms must be
received no later than six months
following the wedding date. All
announcements should be printed or
typed. They must be signed and con-
tain the name and phone number of a
contact person. No announcements
will be accepted via phone.

BIRTHS — Forms must be submitted
within 30 days of the baby’s birth
and must contain the signatures

of both of the parents.

ENGAGEMENTS — Forms must be
submitted no later than six weeks
prior to the wedding date.
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