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Wartburg baseball splits doubleheader
against Loras, Armstrong gets the sav

BY BEN WOODS

WAVERLY - Wartburg
baseball took game one of
the American Rivers Con-
ference doubleheader 3-1
over Loras, but the Duhawks
edged Wartburg in the sec-
ond game 2-1 on Saturday.

The Knights move to 6-6
overall and 1-2 in A-R-C play
after its opening A-R-C se-
ries.

Game One

Loras got on the score-
board first after a bases load-
ed sacrifice fly brought in
one run in the top of the first
inning.

The Knights left three
runners stranded between

the first two innings and the
score remained 1-0 Loras.

Neither team put any runs
across through the next
three innings and the score
was 1-0 Loras through five
innings.

Wartburg got on the
board in the bottom of the
sixth after Caleb Andrews
had a leadoff walk and was
brought home by a Zach
Walton stand up double to
tieitat 1-1.

Cole Wessling tacked on
another run with a sacrifice
fly that gave the Knights a
2-1 lead after six innings.

The Knights added anoth-
er run in the seventh after a
sacrifice fly from Eliot Jur-

gensen. The sac fly gave the
Knights the 3-1 victory.

Game Two

In game two it was the
Knights who got on the
board early, when a Noah
Day sacrifice fly scored Sam
Nicolino for the first run of
the game in the bottom of
the second after the Knights
loaded the bases to begin the
second inning.

Both starting pitchers,
Nick Nin and Ryan Wohlers,
allowed just two hits each
through four innings.

Loras tied the game up in
the top of the fifth after an
error brought in a run.

The Duhawks added an-
other run in the sixth after

a fielders choice brought in
a run to make the score 2-1
after six innings.

Wartburg got its first hit
since the third inning in the
bottom of the ninth, but it
wasn't enough to tie it up
and Loras held on to win 2-1.

The Knights will contin-
ue A-R-C play on Tuesday,
Mar. 28 for a doubleheader
against Luther College on
the road beginning at 1 p.m.

BY KORYN BAKKEN/WARTBURG COLLEGE
Wartburg’s Will Armstrong
got the save in the first game
which resulted in a 3-1 victo-
ry for the Knights.

UNI softball grabs second MVC
doubleheader win over UIC

CHICAGO - The Panther
offense continues to out-
muscle its opponents after
doubleheader wins over the
UIC Flames on Friday after-
noon.

UNI outscored the Flames
17-2 over 12 innings on Fri-
day. The Panthers collected
18 hits across two games
with all but one player hav-
ing ahitin both games. UNI’s
pitching staff also shined in
the circle with 14 strikeouts
on only four walks allowed.

Game One | W, 8-1

It didn't take the Panthers
long to get their first run
of the day. Left fielder Mya
Dodge hit an RBI single after
two outs from a double play.
The single scored catch-
er Alexis Pupillo who also
scored UNI’s second-to-last
run in the sixth. The Pan-
thers put up another lone
run in the top of the second
as shortstop Kylee Sanders
hit UNI’s second RBI single
to make it a two-to-nothing
game.

The Panthers picked up
their offense in the top of
the third, adding two more
runs on two more singles.
Dodge led off the inning
with a stand-up double and
was able to score her first
run of the day right after as
designated player Hannah
Kelley hit along single to left.
Kelley’s pinch runner, Mag-
gie Erpelding scored UNI’s
other run of the inning on
an RBI single up the middle
from third baseman Brooke
Snider.

After only three innings it
was a commanding 4-0 lead
for the Panthers which only
grew in the fourth. A leadoff
walk to first baseman Daryn
Lamprecht gave pinch run-
ner Makenna Kuper room
to take second on a ground
out. Kuper ended up mak-
ing it home on the next play,
a single to left from Pupillo.
The Flames scored their only
run of the game that inning,
taking advantage of two sin-
gles and a walk to break the
shutout.

UNI didn't answer in the
fifth, having the only 1-2-3
inning of the game on of-
fense. But relief pitcher Anna
Wischnowski kept UIC from
scoring again, throwing two
strikeouts and forcing seven
groundouts. The Panthers
had their best offensive per-
formance of the game in the
top of the sixth inning, scor-
ing three runs on three hits
with seven different batters

at the plate.

Sanders scored her lone
run of the game on a dou-
ble Pupillo hit through the
left side. Pupillo then scored
her second of the day on a
long single to the left corner
from Dodge. UNTI’s final run
of the first game came from
pinch-runner Greta Hartz,
who took over for Dodge
after her single. Hartz made
her way home after stealing
second on Kelley’s second
long single of the day.

The Flames threatened
with a runner in the bottom
of the sixth but there were al-
ready two outs on the board.
Wischnowski got the next
batter to make weak contact
to second for the easy play
to first. The Panthers closed
out the first game on defense
by taking down UIC in order
to pick up the 8-1 win.

Dodge led the team in hits
in the first game, connecting
on four to score one run and
two RBIs. Kelley and Pupillo
also had multiple hits in the
opening game while three
other Panthers connected
for a total of 11 hits. All three
also had multiple RBIs while
Snider and Sanders had the
final RBIs of the first game.

Starting pitcher Kailyn
Packard was credited with
the win, pitching four in-
nings against the Flames.
Packard threw four strike-
outs while allowing six hits
and one run. Wischnows-
ki pitched three innings to

COURTESY PHOTO
UNI softball swept UIC over the weekend with 8-1 and 9-1
wins.

close out the game with two
strikeouts and allowed just
one hit in 10 batters faced.

Game Two | W, 9-1

UNTI’s offense didn’t slow
down in the second game
of the day, scoring nine runs
in only three innings to run-
rule UIC. It looked like the
Flames could grab their first
win of the season, scoring
the first run of the game in
the bottom of the first. UIC
took advantage of back-to-
back fielding errors from
the Panthers to score an un-
earned run with two on.

But starting pitcher Sa-
mantha Heyer wasn't going
to allow an earned run, strik-
ing out a batter for the first
out of the inning. UNI’s de-
fense then forced the Flames
into a double play to get out
of a bases-loaded jam. The
Panthers didn’t respond on
offense until the top of the
third but put up multiple
runs when they did.

UNI took its first lead of
the game on two walks in the
top of the third. Center field-
er Madison Parks had the
only hit of the third inning
for the Panthers. She also
scored UNI’s second run af-
ter UIC loaded up the bases
twice to walk multiple runs
home. With a slim one-run
lead going into the fourth,
the Panther’s took advantage
of defensive miscues to add
some insurance.

A leadoff walk followed by
a hit by pitch had two run-

ners on early for UNI. A wild
pitch put those runners into
scoring position as the Pan-
thers next two batters struck
out. But Dodge connected
down the left field line on
a play that was dropped by
the Flames’ third baseman.
Both runners were able to
score on the error, making it
a three-run game for UNL

The Panthers had their
most productive inning of
the day in the top of the fifth
of the back half of the dou-
bleheader. UNI scored five
runs on five hits with no
errors and just one runner
stranded on base. After scor-
ing five runs in the fifth, the
Panthers had the eight-run
lead needed to end the game
early via the NCAA run rule.

Second baseman Taylor
Hogan got the inning started
with a single up the middle
to get a runner on base early.
She was scored not long after
on a double to left by right
fielder Sammy Moss. UNI
picked up a walk while Lam-
precht was at bat and picked
up the third hit of the inning
on a single from Sanders.
UIC put in a new pitcher to
try and contain the Panther
offense, but a Pupillo single
gave UNI another run.

The Panthers scored three
more runs on the next two
at-bats. A fielder’s choice
that took Pupillo out at sec-
ond, scored Lamprecht, and
put runners at the corners.
Both runners were then
brought home as Dodge hit
her third triple of the season
to the right corner.

With nine runs on the
scoreboard UNI only need-
ed three outs in the bottom
of the fifth to end the game
early. Heyer made quick
work of that, striking out all
three batters she faced in the
fifth. The Panthers collected
their second win of the day
in the 9-1 decision to contin-
ue their perfect start to the
MVC season.

All of UNTI’s seven hits in
the second game of the day
came from different play-
ers. Sanders scored the most
runs for the Panthers with
three while Dodge brought
in five RBIs to lead the team.
Parks was the only other
player to score multiple runs
for UNI with two, while she
and Pupillo each picked up a
stolen base.

Heyer pitched her seventh
complete game of the sea-
son on Friday afternoon.

Through

the Lens:
The pain of being a
Minnesota sports fan

BY NICKTHOMPSON

sports@waverlynewspapers.com

Iowa is unique.
There’s no profession-
al sports team, but it is
surrounded by states
that have pro sports
teams so every fan is a
free agent that is free
to pick whomever they
want to root for.

For me, I bleed Min-
nesota professional
sports.

From as far back as I
can remember, I have
rooted for the Twins,
Vikings, Timberwolves and
the Wild. From going to Twins games when I was a tod-
dler, to watching the Minneapolis Miracle on TV, I'm a
Minnesota homer through and through.

For all the good times though, there are 1,000 that I
can easily point to that broke my heart.

e The Twins haven't won a playoff game since...
checks notes2003. I was 3-years old at that time. It's been
almost 20 years since the last playoff win and that in-
cludes an 18 game losing streak amid seven playoff ap-
pearances. That's just the playoffs, don't get me started
on the regular season. Byron Buxton can't stay healthy,
Minnesota was the third choice for Carlos Correa and
our pitching staff has been abysmal in recent years.

Now the Vikings. Theres an old saying in Minnesota,
I'm sure other states use it too, but people always joke
that they want the Vikings as their pallbearers so they
can let them down one last time.

We are over four decades removed from the famed
‘Purple People Eaters’, but things have looked up in re-
cent years.

Watching Brett Favre throw the last second intercep-
tion in the NFC Championship game in 2009 will forev-
er be with me. I still stand that that was the purple and
gold’s best shot at the Lombardi.

Then strolls along 2017. The Minneapolis Miracle hap-
pens and we have all the momentum. Then Nick Foles
strolls in and leads the Eagles to their first champion-
ship. I can't be too mad about it, but it still stings. This
past season had some hope, but a first round playoff exit
put us back at square one.

Now we get to the reason why I am writing this column
today. The Timberwolves. I'm too young to remember
Kevin Garnett and the teams that he led to deep play-
off runs, but my hope has been creeping back slowly but
surely.

Chris Finch has been the head coach for three years
now and he has led the Wolves to the playoffs once and
it is looking like he is going to lead them there again this
year.

He is currently second in Timberwolves history in
wins. He has 99 at the time of writing. 99! That means
only one coach in Wolves history has hit over 100 career
wins and that was the late and great Flip Saunders.

Poverty franchise. That’s all that I have to say about the
Wolves. Nothing but pain and whenever there seems like
a glimmer of hope, a la Jimmy Butler, D’Angelo Russell,
Kevin Garnett, poof traded three years later for picks that
don't translate into talent.

The Wild have seen great regular season success, but
it's been just that. Regular season. No Stanley Cup finals
for them, but with Kirill Kaprizov leading them, maybe
just maybe, we could raise the cup.
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