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Hillcrest Academy Ravens
Basketball Camp Contest
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Hillcrest Academy Ra-
vens Basketball Camp Di-
rector Dwight Gingerich
and the camp staff con-
sisting of Stephen Bend-
er, Mitchell Drey, Aaron
Gingerich, Nate Miller,
Chris Nachtigall and Ron
Swartzendruber thank
the campers for a tre-
mendous week of camp.
Coach Gingerich is very
appreciative of the efforts
of the camp staff who did
a great job through the
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week with our 135 camp-
ers. A thank you as well
to Hillcrest players Bryce
Bailey, Kale Bailey, Lyd-
ia Beachy,

Niva Helmuth, Char-
lie McAndrew, Rowan
Miller, Maria Portillo,
Owen Scott and Claire
Withrow for their help
in the afternoon sessions
with campers in grades
1-4. Coach Gingerich
thanks Hills Bank, Sin-
clair Tractor and Smart-
Scripts for their part in

sponsoring the camp
again this year.
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Awards 2023

Best defender: Rowan
Miller (9-12); Bronx
Miller (7-8);
Braxton Ropp (5-6).

Mpr. Hustle: Isaac Birky
(9-12); Abe Widmer (7-8);
Derek Ebersole (5-6).

Best Rebounder: Kale
Bailey (9-12); Kendrick
Kos (7-8);
Kellen Miller (5-6).

Outstanding Camper:
Bryce Bailey (9-12);
Gibson Scott (7-8);
Drayce Miller (5-6).

Mr. Fundamental:
Seth Ours (9-12); Oliver
Miller (7-8); Brayden
Humphries (5-6).
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For one month every summer, the
Snow Valley Camp becomes a Mid-
Prairie reunion among these Golden
Hawks from the cornfields.

“Absolutely,” Schlabaugh said with
a big smile. “It’s kind of our one time
of the year we get to spend, but we do
get to spend about 23 nights in dorm
rooms. You're ready for it to be done,
but you can’t wait for it to get started
in the next year.”

“It’s great,” said Kern, a resident of
Kalona who has coached at the camp
for all 27 years of its Iowa existence.
“Show and I were together 26 years
at Mid-Prairie. I did a lot of things
with him. It’s so fun to come back and
do these weeks and run this camp. It
means a lot. The camp is still really
strong. We're better than ever right
now.”

This year’s camps feature three
boys sessions and one girls session,
each lasting four days in an environ-
ment that is strictly, and passionately,
basketball. All of the sessions sold out
to campers coming from nearly all 50
states. Coaches arrive here from across
the country and overseas.

“We have a pretty high standard
for our camp,” said Showalter, who
worked the camps of the late UCLA
coaching legend, John Wooden, for
years before purchasing the Snow Val-
ley brand following its start in Cali-
fornia 61 years ago. “I think players
that come here are players who really
want to get better. It’s not a babysit-
ting camp. I tell parents and players,
this is not a camp for everybody. If you
don’t love basketball, it’s probably not
going to be real fun for you. If you love
basketball, it’s going to be a great ses-
sion.”

This year’s campers included Brady

Weber, a rising junior at Mid-Prairie,
and other Golden Hawk student-ath-
letes, along with a few from Highland
Middle School and High School.

Friday, the camp’s clinicians in-
cluded Clay Moser, an assistant coach
at the University of Arkansas who was
formerly a scout and coach with the
Los Angeles Lakers.

“We get great coaching,” Showalter
said. “We have coaches from really all
over the world. I think the players re-
ally see it, they’re getting good coach-
ing. We have a 7-to-1 ratio with players
to coaches.”

While some summer sports camps
are struggling to survive, Snow Valley
has been able to maintain its popular-
ity and sold-out sessions.

“Camps are kind of dying across
the country,” Schlabaugh said. “It’s
harder and harder to find good camps,
hard to find good overnight camps. So
we’re the largest overnight camp in the
country for basketball.”

“Our first year, we had 12 coaches,
80 campers,” Kern said. “And it’s
developed into this. And there’s some
people said it would never go when he
started it. Now we’re selling out at 375
to 400 kids a week.”

It truly is a basketball treasure,
Iowa style.

And with a strong Mid-Prairie con-
nection. Coach Show won 446 games at
Mid-Prairie and led the Golden Hawks
to five state tournament appearances.

“It’s hard to believe, when we were
running Mid-Prairie’s camp years
ago,” Kern said, “that this would de-
velop.”

News columnist Paul Bowker can be
reached at bowkerpaull@gmail.com.
Follow him on Twitter: @bowkerpaulll
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Complete Gutter Solutions
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Dennis J. Schlader, 0.D.

WWW.EYEASSOCIATESIC.COM

204 5th St., Kalona - 319-656-2420
Open Tues. & Wed. 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Life is how you see it.

Reach more
than 3,150
readers weekly.

520 per week
with a 4-week
commitment.
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Kalona Auto
Service

501 E Ave., Kalona +« 319-656-2817

NAPA?

Auto Care
Center

ELLMA
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COLLISION
A UTO BODY
RESTORATION

REPAIR &
M ECHANICAL
SERVICE

207 7th Avenue, Wellman, IA « 319-646-8860
(North of Buckwalter Motors in the Service Shop)
Hours: 8-12 & 1-5 Mon.—Fri. » 8-12 Sat.
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Wealth Management  Financial & Retirement Planning
Pete F. Buffer, JD CLU CFP® 208 5th St.
Brian T. Kelso, AIF® PO Box 730
Tim Sullivan, CLU, ChRFC  Kalona., IA 52247-0730

(319) 656-3330 « www.financialconceptsllc.net

Investment Advisory services through Cambridge Investment Research
Advisors, Inc,, a Registered Investment Advisor.
Cambridge and Financial Concepts LLC are not affiliated.

BONTRAGER

Tax, Accounting & Consulting, LLC

Local financial professionals providing tax
and accounting services to individuals,
farmers and small businesses since 1943.

307 5th Street
Kalona, Iowa

319-656-2614
www,btac.biz

HEATING & PLUMBING

HEALTHCARE

PLUMBING HEATING & AIR
Furnaces | Boilers | Geothermal
Plumbing | Air Conditioning
206 6th Street, Kalona

319-656-4351

INFOBKUENSTERHTG.COM
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Lone Tree
Health Care
Center
LTHCC.COM
(319) 629-4255

501 East Pioneer Road
Lone Tree, lowa
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Wellman

Family Practice

) ACCEPTING

NEW PATIENTS

217 8th Ave., Suite 3 » Wellman ¢ 319-646-2800

Hours: M 8:30-5 * T-TH 8:30-4:30 « F 8:30-12

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

221 1ST ST., KALONA
319-656-5299
WWW.KALONAREALTY.COM
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Hayley Hershberger 319-430-4346
Brian Sieren 319-461-8430
Abbi Patternson 319-430-5804
Connor Tarvin 319-591-3898
Rylee Duwa 319-530-7318
Sara Murray 319-331-0059

WATER TREATMENT

' idway Van fiental
502 E Ave - Kalona, IA

midwayrentalkalona@gmail.com

319-656-2111 ~

Ellis Helmuth-General Manager
Bethany Kramer-Office Manager

12 & 15 Passenger Vans

U-Haul Dealer

A welcoming faith-based community that
supports healthy living and quality of life.

www.pvkalona.com

319-430-3311
jessica@jessicayoder.com
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