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Benton County Farm Auction
Stein Farm • December 6, 2022 • 10:05 A.M. 

Location: Keystone Turner Hall  91 2nd Street Keystone, IA 
156 Taxable Acres +/-, 99.81 Tillable Acres +/-,  

88.5 CSR2 on Tillable Acres 
Farm Available For 2023 Crop Season 

High Quality Productive Farm Located in Sections 19 & 30  
of Homer Township Benton County, Iowa.

319-478-2990 or 1-877-844-SOLD

Appraisal &  Real 
Estate  Services

504 Second St. Traer, IA 50675
JAMMIE W. HOWARD

Certified General Appraiser/Broker   
PROFESSIONAL & EXPERIENCED PEOPLE  GIVING YOU RESULTS! 

View Listings at: 
www.appraisalandrealestateservices.com

Jason Lekin Sales - Agent/Auctioneer (641)751-4227 
Annie Stocker - Associate Broker (319)330-9533 • Mandy Lekin - Sales Agent (641)751-3021 

Madison Snider - Associate Appraiser/Sales Agent- 319-464-2078 • www.midwestlandauctions.com

SOLD - Benton Co Farmland - SOLD
171.8 A m/l, Kane Township, CSR-2 83.9, 154 A tillable, Available for 2021., Mostly Kenyon, Tama, Dinsdale, Colo/Ely Soils

NEW LISTING
1312 Clark St 

Dysart
Custom built one story 

3 bedroom home 
designed similar to Frank Lloyd Wright homes. Large living room, 

family/sun room. Updates include; new carpeting throughout, 
freshly painted interior, plus more! Three garage stalls and a 

car port. A unique custom built 36’x38’ barn with four overhead 
doors. One insulated room, space for storage, tools, crafts etc. 

Landscaped yard.
PRICE REDUCED $179,500 to $165,000

Very nice 3 bedroom, 1 -1/2 bath home on the edge of town. 
1708 finished sq ft, Large backyard, beautiful sun-room, main 
floor laundry, 2 stall attached garage, new roof in 2021, large 

patio & a nice storage building with an overhead door.

MOVE-IN CONDITION!! ONLY $209,500!!

Beautiful, remodeled & updated 3 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath home. 
Many updates, including new kitchen and appliances, 2 new 

baths including laundry, new extra large deck, new rec room and 
new carpeting & flooring through-out the home. Complete new 
roof, sheeting, soffit, fascia & gutters. All within the last year!! 

Hardwood floors & original woodwork. A must see!!

Very nice & well cared for 2 bedroom, 1 3/4 bath 
ranch home. Large living room, formal dining room, 

full basement with built in storage shelves and a 
2 stall attached garage. Includes stove, new frig, 

new dishwasher, new washer & dryer, microwave & 
new disposal. All in move-in condition!! 

Only $92,500

Benton County Farmland
82.86 M/I Acres, 65.81 Acres

in CRP with the balance in Timber. 
CSR-2 67 on cropland. Includes Cedar 
River access & River frontage. 3.2% 
gross return on list price. Located on 

the North edge of Vinton.  
Lots of wildlife!  

Price Reduced $528,000 $498,000

New 
Listing!!

608 Blaine 
St. Dysart

Nice 3 bedroom, 1 3/4 bath home located close to city pool 
and schools. 24 x 30 garage! New solar panels and electric 

system in August 2022 to reduce your electric bills! Vinyl 
siding, main floor laundry, nice corner lot.

ONLY $158,000!!!

New 
Listing!!
411 State
St. Dysart

SOLD

New Listing! 
803 2nd St. 

Traer
SALE

PENDINGSOLD

New 
Listing!!
432 4th St 

Clutier

the district’s Nov. 9 
meeting, unanimous ac-
tion was taken to move 
Plainsmen football from 
Class A to 8-Player for 
the 2023-2024 school 
year due to “current team 
numbers,” according to 
minutes from the meet-
ing.

At one point during 
McDermott’s presenta-
tion, Wurth presented 
the findings of a survey 
he had recently con-
ducted among Red-
hawk football players in 
grades 7th through 12th. 
Wurth asked the players 
– through an electronic, 
anonymous survey – to 
answer the question, 
“How do you want to see 
Redhawk football move 
forward?” 

Of the 32 respons-
es Wurth received, 14 
indicated they would 
‘strongly prefer’ staying 
11-Player; one indicated 
they would ‘strongly pre-
fer’ moving to 8- Player; 
six indicated they would 
‘prefer’ 11-Player; eight 
indicated they would 
‘prefer’ 8-Player; two 
indicated they had no 
preference; one typed the 
response, “I would rather 
do 11 man but I think we 
should do 8 man.”

Public discussion
During the regular 

board meeting that fol-
lowed the organizational 
meeting, six members 
of the public – both 
in-person and via writ-
ten comments – provided 
their perspective on the 
possibility of moving to 
8-Player.

Football coach, Red-
hawk alum, and parent 
Nathan Upah, North 
Tama coach, teacher, and 
parent Matt Cibula, Red-
hawk football player Ryan 
Hosek (a junior), and 
North Tama parent Ani-
ta Dostal each provided 
public comments to the 
board. North Tama coach 
and parent Luke Dvorak 
and North Tama parent 
Ashley Dvorak submitted 
their comments by email 
which Superintendent 
David Hill read aloud.

While Upah, Dos-
tal, and the Dvoraks all 
leaned in favor or strong-
ly in favor of moving to 
8-Player for next season 
– many citing the low 
numbers of youth and ju-
nior high football players 
coming up through the 
ranks and the issues of 
both safety of the players 
and game cancellations 
– Cibula felt the move 
would be better execut-
ed over the next several 
years in order to allow 
next season’s junior and 
senior football players the 

opportunity to finish out 
their careers at 11-Player.

Hosek spoke in favor 
of remaining at 11-Play-
er, stating that despite 
being one of the smallest 
schools in Class A, North 
Tama’s squad size (30) is 
still bigger than many 
of the other 11-Player 
teams.

Board discussion
Over the course of 

the board’s discussion – 
which immediately fol-
lowed public comment – 
it became clear that most 
board members were 
leaning toward keeping 
varsity in Class A for the 
foreseeable future while 
directing athletic direc-
tor Wurth to begin the 
process of moving junior 
varsity to 8-Player next 
season.

“I still believe we are 
an 11-man football team,” 
board president Rod Zo-
bel – who played high 
school football for Ben-
ton Community – said.

Board member David 
Calderwood, a Redhawk 
football alum, indicated 
he felt a transition year – 
a “blend” of 8-Player for 
junior varsity and staying 
at Class A for varsity – 
might be best.

Board members re-
peatedly asked Coach 
Wurth for his thoughts 
as well as what the num-
bers were coming down 
the line. Wurth said while 
the team would be grad-
uating seven players this 
year, it would potentially 
be bringing up nine new 
players. 

Board member Haley 
Blaine who is the mother 
of a Redhawk youth foot-
ball player and the aunt of 
starting quarterback Kolt 
Knaack, reiterated much 
of what Anita Dostal said 
during the public com-
ments segment – num-
bers coming up the ranks 
are small. Blaine said 
while she understands 
students, in general, have 
gone through a lot of 
change and upheaval the 
last several years due to 
the pandemic, it’s “always 
going to be someone’s se-
nior year” when a change 
is made.

Board member David 
Boldt asked Supt. Hill 
how a transition would 
take place if junior var-
sity begins the transition 
while keeping varsity in 
Class A to which Hill re-
sponded that adaptations 
to the fields – portable 
goal posts, for example – 
were possible. 

Board member Doug 
Dvorak admitted he had 
been “sold” on the move 
to 8-Player following Mc-
Dermott’s presentation 
earlier in the month at 
the community meeting, 
but after talking to par-
ents, grandparents, and 

students he was now “wa-
vering” a bit. 

“I know I’m 20 miles 
out in the sticks – I don’t 
hear all the talk of the 
town,” Dvorak said to 
Wurth. “Can we make 
[11-Player] work for two 
more years and bring ju-
nior high into the process 
with 8-Man?” Wurth in-
dicated he felt that was 
definitely a possibility. 

When asked by Dvor-
ak what his thoughts were 
on the idea of switching 
to 8-Player, Wurth said 
he wanted to keep his 
opinion out of the dis-
cussion, replying, in part: 
“This decision is bigger 
than one person’s opin-
ion, I didn’t come here for 
just 11-man football. … I 
came for the small school 
feel and opportunity to 
be a head coach.”

Board member Val 
Bradley stated she was 
not convinced about 
making the switch yet, 
citing the survey Wurth 
had conducted of his 
players. She asked Wurth 
if transitioning junior 
varsity to 8-Player would 
require more coaches 
to which Wurth replied 
that another paid coach 
would be helpful in that 
scenario.

The decision was made 
by the board to take no 
action on the matter that 
night. President Zobel 
said he would contact all 
board members the first 
week in December to de-
termine if a special meet-
ing before the Dec. 15 
deadline was necessary to 
move varsity to 8-Player.

Supt. Hill reiterated it 
would be best practice by 
the board to provide gen-
eral direction to Wurth 
if they desired a blend/
transition to 8-Player at 
the junior varsity level 
next season.

Bond referendum 
update

Later in the regular 
meeting, Supt. Hill pro-
vided the board with an 
update on the facilities 
improvement bond ref-
erendum planned for 
March of 2023. Hill pre-
sented the petition that 
must be signed by at least 
110 eligible voters in the 
North Tama district in 
order for a special elec-
tion to take place.

The petition states, 
“We, the undersigned, are 
eligible electors, reside 
within the School District 
and petition the Board of 
Directors of the School 
District to call a special 
election to submit to the 
voters of the School Dis-
trict the following prop-
osition the purpose of 
which cannot be accom-
plished within the limit 
of one and one-quarter 
percent of the assessed 
value of the taxable prop-

erty within the School 
District.”

The proposition states: 
“Shall the Board of Direc-
tors of North Tama Coun-
ty Community School 
District … be authorized 
to contract indebtedness 
and issue General Obliga-
tion Bonds in an amount 
not to exceed $14,250,000 
to be used together with 
sales tax bond proceeds 
to provide funds to build, 
furnish, and equip a new 
high school addition, in-
cluding related remodel-
ing and improvements; to 
remodel, repair, furnish, 
and equip the existing 
educational facilities; and 
to improve the site?”

The $14.25 million 
constitutes phase one of 
the district’s planned fa-
cility upgrades. 

In order to replace 
the 1917 building which 
mostly houses the high 
school, a new, two-sto-
ry 18,000 sq. foot high 
school addition would be 
built during phase one on 
land directly adjacent to 
the campus along US 63 – 
land which currently has 
a rental home occupying 
part of it and would be 
demolished.

The addition would be 
primarily classrooms and 
collaborative spaces and 
would allow the district 
to vacate the 1917 core 
building during phase 
two.

Phase one would also 
include critical upgrades 
to the remainder of the 
district’s buildings in-
cluding secure entry 
upgrades, HVAC and 
electrical upgrades, an 
athletic area reconfigura-
tion to provide accessible 
routes around the gym, a 
weight room expansion, 
and paving of the existing 
parking lot.

Phase two would take 
place two to four years 
after the initial bond ref-
erendum.

The petition to call for 
a special election must 
be filed with the Tama 
County Auditor’s Office 
no later than January 20. 
The date of the special 
election would be March 
7, 2023.

In a recent Face-
book post regarding the 
planned bond referen-
dum, the district wrote, 
“The school district has 
been a responsible stew-
ard of taxpayer dollars 
and has looked for ways 
to reduce the impact on 
taxpayers as we maintain 
our facilities. However, 
we are at a point at which 
we cannot delay address-
ing our facility needs any 
longer.”

A website has been set 
up to answer frequent-
ly asked questions about 
the bond referendum: 
https://www.northtama-
planning.org.
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