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Riverside’s spring dilemma: Water, pumps and chlorine

BY PAUL D. BOWKER
The News

RIVERSIDE

Water, pumps and chlorine
are quickly turning into a ma-
jor spring project, and head-
ache, in Riverside.

A repair project is expected
to begin at the city’s wastewa-
ter plant by May 1.

Designs for an even bigger
reconstruction and repair proj-
ect is underway for the city’s
water treatment plant.

Additionally, Monday’s City
Council session was dominat-
ed by reports of broken pumps,
a non-functioning chlorine and
PH panel, leaking pipes and
flow preventor repairs.

People Service, which oper-
ates the city’s water systems on
a daily basis, has been working
with the city on equipment is-
sues, and workers actually
check chlorine and PH levels

regularly by hand because the
electronics used to check those
levels aren’t working. One of
the systems is down to two
working pumps.

“I’ve got some frustration.
This is all coming at once,”
said Council Person Edgar Mc-
Guire.

Axiom Consultants of Iowa
City, which serves as the city
engineering firm, has been
heavily involved in the design
planning for improvements
at the water and wastewater
plants. The Council began to
consider Monday whether an
engineering firm specializing
in water systems may also be
needed. A representative from
Purpose Associates, an engi-
neering firm that has worked
on water systems in other Iowa
cities, spoke to the Council
about what it can provide and
was directed by Mayor Allen

Schneider to provide examples
of programs at a future council
meeting.

“We can’t continue to go
on, and wait, wait, wait,” said
Council Person Kevin Mills.

The Council did approve
$9,351 to Electric Pump of
Des Moines for the repair of a
pump at the wastewater plant
and $4,199 to Summit Fire Pro-
tection for the repair of a back-
flow preventor.

The Council tabled action
on the replacement of anoth-
er pump, pending multiple
quotes, and a chlorine and PH
panel.

Third Street Update

Work on the Third Street
water and sewer main project
is nearing its end, Brian Boelk
of Axiom Consultants told the
Council. But some residents
have contacted the city be-

cause of their desire to have a
rail or fence constructed above
a retaining wall. They also
are concerned about the steep
slope in portions of the proj-
ect near their property. The
project included lowering the
elevation of Third Street in an
area of the city, located north
of downtown, that is extremely
hilly.

Prior to work starting on
the project last year, Axiom
Consultants and the city held
a series of public meetings to
discuss the scope of the work.
“I think we went above and be-
yond trying to appease these
people,” McGuire said.

Council Person Lois Schnei-
der suggested that the City
Council hold an on-site work
session to view the concerns.

Council Action
The Council approved a

payment of $143,255.31 to Streb
Construction for work com-
pleted on the Third Street proj-
ect.

The Council approved a re-
zoning of a pair of properties
from C-3 Avenue of the Saints
Commercial to C-1 Central
Business Commercial, pending
an approved site plan.

The Council approved a re-
quest from La Chiva Loka res-
taurant for the closure of Rail-
road Street on May 5 and 6 for a
Cinco de Mayo celebration and
outdoor concert.

The Council approved a
resolution waiving the right
to review a preliminary plat
request of a property that is be-
ing considered by Washington
County.

Next board meeting: The
City Council’s next regularly
scheduled meeting is at 6 p.m.
May 1.

Johnson County faces $18.1M in building repairs/replacement

BY PAUL D. BOWKER
The News

I0WA CITY

Seven of 26 Johnson Coun-
ty-owned buildings were rated
in very poor condition and in
need of replacement, according
to a county-wide facilities as-
sessment study conducted by
Faithful+Gould, a global man-
agement consultant firm.

The Johnson County Board
of Supervisors were given the
assessment results at its April
12 work session and quickly
initiated plans to convene a
capital planning committee
that would meet in the next
month.

Consultants from
Faithful+Gould estimated cur-
rent replacement and repairs

at $18.1 million with that num-
ber rising to $25 million in 10
years.

A county-owned mainte-
nance shed in Lone Tree is
among the seven buildings re-
ceiving the lowest rating.

Also on that list is the
building housing the Sher-
iff's Department and county
jail. Sheriff Brad Kunkel said
the building on South Capi-
tol Street in Iowa City was
constructed 42 years ago for a
staff that has doubled in size to
nearly 100.

“We have to think big pic-
ture,” Kunkel told the Board.
“That 35,000 in rural Johnson
County will continue to grow.
How do we accommodate those
demands, those needs, those

towns growing, and we can’t
keep doing it out of this build-
ing.”

Of the 26 assessed buildings,
11 were rated in good condi-
tion. Another six were rated
in poor condition and two in
fair condition. A county shed
in Frytown was rated in poor
condition.

Replacement of the Sheriff’s
complex was estimated at $4.5
million while replacement of
the Lone Tree shed would be
$314,000.

The County Courthouse is
in the midst of a renovation
that is costing millions of dol-
lars.

The Board agreed on form-
ing a committee consisting of
Dave Curtis, Facilities Man-

ager, along with a project sys-
tems analyst and representa-
tives from the county’s finance,
special projects, attorney, and
Planning, Development and
Sustainability (PDS) depart-
ments.

“We need to be thinking
about, what’s the long-term
plan?” said Supervisor V Fix-
mer-Oraiz.

FY24 Budget

A public hearing on the pro-
posed Fiscal Year 2024 Budget
will be held Wednesday at 5:30
p.m.

The budget calls for $146.8
million in expenditures, or
$163.8 million including oper-
ating transfers. The new bud-
get year begins July 1, but the

budget must be finalized and
approved by April 30, per state
code.

Property taxes are expected
to top $65 million in FY24.

For more information, or to
view the proposed budget, go
to: johnsoncountyiowa.gov.

Board Action

The Board awarded All
American Concrete of West
Liberty with a contract of
$484,846 for work on the heal-
ing trail at the Johnson County
Historic Poor Farm.

The Board issued a procla-
mation in honor of Fair Hous-
ing Month.

Next board meeting: The
board will hold its next formal
meeting at 9 a.m. April 20.
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graphical graphic novel by
Maia Kobabe. In late Febru-
ary, the library received a for-
mal request that the book be
withdrawn from circulation.
The board was made aware of
the reconsideration request
at their March 14 meeting and
was expected to make a de-
cision at their meeting this
month.

Although the book has won
awards and has been lauded as
“a useful and touching guide
on gender identity,” it also
reached #1 on the American Li-
brary Association’s list of Most
Challenged Books of 2021 for
having “LGBTQIA+ content
and because it was considered
to have sexually explicit im-
ages.”

Before the week began, the
library had received two re-
quests for reconsideration for
“Gender Queer”; then unex-
pectedly, in the 24 hours before
the meeting, they received five
more. Two of the requests had
“a petition-style list” of signa-
tures attached, Library Direc-
tor Trevor Sherping told The
News after the meeting. Of
the 50-some names on the list,
Sherping said a little more

4-HERS COMPETE
IN STATE 4-H
HIPPOLOGY
CONTEST

The 2022-2023 Washington County 4-H
Horse and Pony Hippology Team competed
at the Equine Extravaganza Saturday, April
15 and returned home with 5" place overall.
This contest is hosted annually by lowa 4-H at
Ellsworth Community College. The group has
spent the last three months preparing for this
contest. The contest tested 4-Hers on several
topics involving anatomy, breeds, colors &
markings, conformation, digestive, equestrian
events, feed, tack and other horse related top-
ics.

According to Jessica Read, volunteer 4-H
leader and Hippology coach, “The 4-Hers had a
great time, learned a lot and are very motivated
to continue their hard work. | love watching
these members grow in friendship through these
4-H opportunities.”

The team included Bella Dickinson, Charlee
Read, Braydon Clough and Bryce Roth.

For more information on Washington Coun-
ty 4-H, Horse Project area or the horse project
area, contact the Washington County Extension
Office at 319-653-4811 or follow “Washington
County 4-H - lowa” on Facebook for up-to-date
information on youth outreach throughout the
county.

than half of them are library
patrons. Four names were il-
legible, and 18 or so are not
library patrons but are Wash-
ington County residents.

The library also received
an influx of phone calls during
that time, which tipped the li-
brary off that the night’s meet-
ing might not be business as
usual.

“I got a lot of phone calls, on
both sides. People in support
and people who were against it,
who called and asked, ‘When’s
the board meeting?’ I've never
had anyone call to ask when
a board meeting is,” Sherp-
ing said. “That’s kind of how
I knew how many people were
coming.”

Informed of the situation,
one of the board members
asked Sherping to request a
Sheriff’s deputy be present at
the meeting, which there was.
“We didn’t anticipate that any-
thing bad was going to happen,
that there would be a negative
reaction,” Sherping said. “It’s
just better to be safe.”

In spite of knowing there
would be no discussion by the
board of the challenged book,
several members of the public
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EEST BEANG FOR YOUR BUCK

Five Star Auction Grounds: 2530 Hwy 22, Riverside, IA

General Gate Admission: 3 per person
12 & under Free Admission

Rain or Shine
Friday, May 19 - 6:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.

Saturday, May 20-6:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

Flea Market/Small Animal Swap Meet

Delmar; 319-430-2711 « Lonnie: 319-461-0019

20 x 40 space Outdoor $50 ¢ 8x 10 Indoor $50
Indoor Gun Show
Gary: 319-325-5115

Additional *5 Admission for Gun Show, 30 per table
Vendors Wanted
Vendor Setup: Thursday, May 18

Not responsible for accidents or theft
Delmar Yoder 319-430-2711
Lonnie Miller 319-461-0019

www.5starauction.com

voiced their opinion on the is-
sue during the Public Forum
portion of the meeting.

James Jennings, editor at
the Southeast Iowa Union,
said that speaking as a Kalona
resident, “My first thought
was, is it a book? Yup. Then
it shouldn’t be banned. Period.
Full Stop. We need to have
all ideas represented in the li-
brary. Even ones that offend
us.”

Brown Rencher of Riverside
agreed that the book should
stay on the library shelves.
“Those LGBTQ adults who
reviewed this book say over-
whelmingly that they wish that
that would have been available
during those confusing years
when they were trying to un-
derstand their feelings,” he
noted.

Molly Jennings, Kalona,
was also in agreement. “There
are people for whom this is vi-
tal, and for whom this could
maybe even be lifesaving.
These people deserve to see
themselves reflected in the li-
brary. The beauty of it all is
that you have the choice not to
read it, but you don’t have the
right to make that choice for

Note: Food Available all day
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others.”

David, Wellman, did not
disagree with the thoughts pre-
viously expressed, but added,
“I guess my angle personally
is my concern with the porno-
graphic images that are in the
book, that I wouldn’t necessar-
ily want my child looking at at
a young age.”

Elaina Short, Hills, said, “I
don’t have a problem with chil-
dren reading this book,” but
didn’t want it available “readi-
ly on the floor” where her child
could easily look at it without

her knowledge. She did not in-
dicate her child’s age.

Per the library board’s pol-
icy, the board listened to the
thoughts expressed but did not
comment. After the public fo-
rum closed, many members
of the public left the meeting,
which continued on to discuss
regular business.

The Kalona Public Library’s
next regular board meeting
will be held on Tuesday, May 9
at 6 p.m. in the Library’s con-
ference room.

FARM EQUIPMENT AUCTION

Located at Duwa’s Auction Building, 1¥2 mi West of Wellman, IA on Hwy 22

Sat - April 29, 2023 - 9 a.m.

Online items w/Proxibid sell @ 11 a.m.
Register @ proxibid.com

TRACTORS - SKID LOADER: 1967 JD 4020, D, wf, recent ovrhl, 1967 IH 806, Turbo
D, wf, 3pt; ‘64 IH 706, D, FH; IH 656, G, wf, 3 pt; Farmall 560, G, wf, th; IH 504 w/JD 35 Idr; JD
2010 w/Idr; Bobcat M-610 skid loader; Bobcat 600 skid loaderw/4’6” bucket; Lackender skid
Idr root bucket; Westendorf WL 42 Idr w/Joystick; JD 148 Idr; Westendorf TA-26 Idr; 16.9-38
clamp on duals; Set of JD wt brackets w/3 frt wts; JD heat houser-fits 4020; Quick hitch 2011
FORD F250 DIESEL - 2005 FORD RANGER XLT-'76 CHEVY C65 GRAIN TRUCK - 2006 CHEVY
UPLANDER LT - TRAILERS - GN, BH, ALUM. LAWN & MAXEY CAR DOLLY - "11 Ford F250,
4WD, 6.7L D, 143,800 mi, standard cab, new tires, Blue; ‘05 Ford Ranger XLT, 2WD, 135,500
mi; 06 Chevy Uplander LT, 6 cyl, 184,472 mi; 22'x102” PJ GN fltbd w/2-7000Ib axles, Beav
tail & ramps; 2013-22’ H&H fltbd BH w/tilt bed & 2-70001Ib axles; 19’ BH, trip axle w/steel
floor & ramps; 8'x16’ fltbd tand axle w/steel floor, 2-3000Ib winches & ramps; 10’x65” Bear
Track alum BH; Utility fltbd trailer; 12" BH; Maxey & Demco car dolly’s FARM EQUIP: Blu-Jet 5
shk, 3pt Sub Tiller II; 28" Glencoe 3300 field cult w/spike tooth harr; JD HX10-3pt rotary mow
w/540pto; 2-20’ White 271 discs-excell cond.; JD 270 3pt disc mow; 22’ harrogator; NI 486
round twine baler w/moni; 15’ Land Pride batwing mow; 6’ King Kutter Il 3pt tiller; White 6
bott on-land 14-22” adj plow; 8-wheel rake w/ Kelderman cart; NH 90-3pt bale handler; 9’
Big Ox 3pt blade; Land Pride 72, 3pt rot mow; Land Pride post hole digger; 20’ Brady field
cult; Kuhn GMD 700 3 pt disc mow; 13" MF disc; 6’ King Kutter rock blade; 3 pt Shaver post
driver; 7’-3pt disc; Killbros 350 gravity on Killbros gear; IH FH sickle mow; 12’ cultimulcher;
6'6"-3pt 1000pto older snow blower; 12’ [H chisel plow; 300 gal Diesel barrel w/pump; 6’ FH
blade; 7’ Ford 3pt flail mow; 2-Ferguson 3pt hi speed rakes; IH 5bott semi-mtd plow; NI cut-
ditioner; Ferguson 2bott plow; 60" windmill-slight dam; 3 bott FH plow; 3pt blade; 2-6’ IH hay
crimpers; Cunningham 8-15 hay crimper; 2-3pt bale movers; 3pt 2R rotary hoe; Small driveway
culverts; LIVESTOCK EQUIP - LUMBER: Premier | solar panel w/50’ of woven electric fence;
Gates; Steel posts; Fence braces; Woven wire; 2"x4”, 6”, 8” & 10” new lumber; Plywood SHOP
EQUIP - MACTOOL BOX - 10+ HAYRACKS FULL OF QUALITY, CLEAN HAND TOOLS: Mac Tech
1000, 11 drawertool box w/ Craftsman side mount 4 dr box; Craftsman 8 drawer top tool chest;
Craftsman 5 dr tool box; Ingersoll Rand 5hp-80 gal upright 135psi air compressor; 80 gal horz.
air compressor; 50’ Tekton 3/8” air hose w/ reel-NIB; 10” Evolution sliding multipurpose miter
saw-NIB-cuts steel, alum & wood; Craftsman 12 spd-3/4”, 2 hp upright drill press; Smith torch
set-NIB; DeWalt 096-26x laser transit w/tripod-complete; 10” Craftsman table & bank saws;
5/8” Chicago Tool bench drill press; Grinder on stand; Makita & DeWalt chop saws; Delta miter
saw; Makita grinder; DeWalt: Cordless drills, Cordless impact, angle grinders, circular saw, 882
grinder, drill bits, %“ drill, electric drills, etc; Craftsman: Cordless circular saw, Cordless drills,
4 & 6amp compound reciprocating saws, % “ cordless impact, Adj hyd seat; Lincoln battery
grease gun; Pittsbourgh click stop torque wrenches & socket sets; Milwaukee circular saw;
Micrometers; Digital calipers; Bostitch air nailers; Kobalt 7% sliding compound miter saw w/
laser guide; Kobalt socket sets & combo wrenches; %*, 3/8” %" & 3/4” socket sets; Buckets
of impact & deep sockets; Ridgid pipe wrenches; Crescent wrenches; Chisels; Punches; Pliers,
Vise grips; Welding & Wood clamps; Ratchet straps; Electrical NO 12 & 145 wire-NIB; LAWN
MOWERS - HUMIDAIRE INCUBATORS: JD-X724 Ultimate, 4-wheel steer rider w/984 hrs &
54" dk; IH lawn trailer; JD lawn cart; Craftsman 30” lawn sweep; Troy Bilt Storm 2410, 2 stage
snow blower w/OHV 179cc eng, ele start; 42" JD lawn sweep; Agri Fab lawn cart; Scotts lawn
seeder; Lawn Boy push mower; Sm hyd log splitter; Weber gas grill; BH bike rack; Humidaire
Model D-Hatcher & 200 - 110 volt electric incubators OPEN HOUSE: Thurs - Apr 27" - Noon
to 7pm ORDER OF SALE: Hayrack tools. 11 am-Online w/Proxibid & live w/Lawn Mower, Van,
Tractors & farm equip.

Richard Griffith, Russell A Miller, Gary Peiffer Estates,
LuAnn Forinash & others: owners
DUWA’S AUCTION SERVICE LLC
Auctioneers: Dwight Duwa 319-646-6775-Jeff Wille-John Kahler

Web: duwasauction.com Terms: Cash, Wire orckw/ ID Lunch-Country Cookin
Not responsible for accidents/ theft




